
Gwen Albers has joined the Las Vegas 
Optic as a reporter. She will cover educa-
tion and features.

A newspaper editor, reporter and 
photographer for 30 years, Albers’ news-
paper career began in Pennsylvania and 
took her to Montana, Idaho, Virginia, 
North Carolina and Alabama. She has a 
bachelor’s in English from Slippery Rock 
University in Pennsylvania and a mas-
ter’s in journalism from Ohio University 
in Athens. Six years ago, Albers and her 

husband, Bob Rudzik, walked away from 
their careers in journalism and aviation, 
respectively, to work on the 45,000-acre 
Marsh Ranch in Valmora. Today, they 
live on a 7,000-acre Gallinas Canyon 
ranch formerly owned by Lisa Swayze, 
the widow of actor Patrick Swayze, 
where Rudzik is the ranch manager. 
Albers most recently worked as a writer, 
photographer and Get-Away coordina-
tor in the fundraising department at the 
United World College-USA in Montezu-
ma. She had previously worked as the 
executive assistant to UWC-USA Presi-

dent Victoria Mora.“I’m very excited 
to join The Optic after taking a six-year 
break from my journalism career,” she 
said. “I look forward to sharing stories 
about the Las Vegas community – a place 
I’ve grown to love and appreciate.”

Albers is the daughter of retired New 
Mexico Highlands University professor 
Ursel Albers, who moved to Las Vegas 
in 1985 with her late husband, Bernie 
Albers. Anyone with ideas for stories 
is asked to contact Albers at galbers@
orourkemediagroup.com or 303-332-
4189.
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Bridge Street, Plaza Park construction 

to continue into early 2022
Project features upgraded roads, utilities and crosswalks

C
onstruction that has 
impacted the area in and 
around Bridge Street and 

Plaza Park is expected to con-
tinue into the early part of 2021, 
but features several significant 
upgrades that local residents and 
businesses will enjoy for years to 
come. 

Ground was officially broken 
on the Bridge Street project in 
mid-July, but had been in the 
works long before that. The City 
of Las Vegas began planning for 
an extensive repaving project in 
the area more than three years 
ago, and was ultimately awarded 
$1.6 million to complete the proj-
ect in November 2019. 

In addition to Bridge Street and 
Plaza Park, side roads such as 
Hotsprings,South Pacific, North 
Gonzales, South Gonzales and 
Paseo De Las Esquelas were also 
included in the plans.  

All roadways will be repaved, 
all ramps and sidewalks will be 
brought up to current Americans 
with Disabilities Act standards, 

and outdated utility lines will be 
replaced. Those utilities include 
sewer, water and gas lines. New 
services will be provided to the 
businesses on those lines as well. 

“Any time we do a road project 
in the area, we want to address 
everything that may need to be 
fixed, including utilities in the 
area as well as anything that may 
need to be done to the sidewalks 
to comply with ADA,” Utilities 
Director Maria Gilvarry said. 

Local residents have had to 
use alternate routes during the 
construction, which has caused 
Bridge Street to be closed four 
days a week over the past several 
weeks. City officials say these 
kinds of inconveniences will 
continue throughout the project, 
but that businesses remain open, 
with the city assisting them as 
much as they can. The parking 
lot on Valencia Street behind sev-
eral businesses on Bridge Street 
remains open, and additional 
parking lots near the Plaza have 
been made available for public 

See CONSTRUCTION, Page 2

Community 
Development Director 

resigns from city

Gwen Albers joins Optic as reporter

The director of com-
munity development for 
the City of Las Vegas 
on Monday resigned for 
various reasons, includ-
ing the recent treatment of 
“people in the community 
trying to do their best for 
the community.”

“It discouraged me,” 
Bill Hendrickson said 
Tuesday about the city 
council’s recent question-
ing related to spending 
by the Mainstreet de Las 
Vegas.

 Mayor Louie Trujillo 
appointed Hendrickson to 
the position in the spring 
of 2020 and said it will be 
filled. In the interim, city 
manager Leo Maestas will 
oversee the department, 

Trujillo said.

“I was somewhat sur-

prised,” he said about 

Hendrickson’s decision. 

“He mentioned he felt 

like it was time for him to 

move on.”

The community devel-
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Ground was officially broken on the Bridge Street project in mid-July, but had been in the works 
long before that. The City of Las Vegas began planning for an extensive repaving project in the 
area more than three years ago, and was ultimately awarded $1.6 million to complete the project 
in November 2019.

United States Sena-
tor Ben Ray Lujan had a 
busy day in Las Vegas 
last week, as he opened 
his new regional office at 
New Mexico Highlands 
University and met with 
several local leaders to 
discuss important issues in 
and around Las Vegas on 
Thursday. 

“I always appreciate the 
conversations I have here 
in San Miguel County,” 
Lujan told the Optic fol-
lowing the day’s activities. 
“There is nothing that 
replaces being able to talk 
to everyone face-to-face.”

Lujan, who was born 
in Nambé, and graduated 
from New Mexico High-
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Luján opens new Las Vegas office, 

meets with local leaders 
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Stephen Salas and Pam Garcia will staff Senator Ben Ray Luján’s Las Vegas Senate 
Office, which is located inside Hewett Hall at New Mexico Highlands University.
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