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Montezuma Hot Springs reopen

M
artin Leger shed a tear while 
taking a peaceful Sunday morn-
ing soak alone in the Montezu-

ma Hot Springs.
“It was very emotional,” said Leger, 

president of the non-profit whose mem-
bers have worked on taking over man-
agement of the hot baths for nearly three 
years.

Closed since March 2020 due to 
COVID, the hot springs reopened on 
Saturday after a blessing and the Friends 
of the Montezuma Hot Springs signed 
a lease with the United World College-
USA. This effectively puts the future of 
the hot springs in the community’s hands 
for the first time, Leger said in a news 
release. They will remain free of charge 
and be open from 6 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily.

As part of its ongoing campus master 

plan, UWC-USA in October 2018 hosted 
a meeting to better understand how the 
community views the hot springs and to 
help residents understand the position of 
the school as its owner. UWC-USA will 
continue to own the baths on Highway 
65. They are part of the Montezuma Cas-
tle property, which industrialist and phi-
lanthropist Armand Hammer purchased 
for the international high school in the 
early 1980s.

FMHS was formed in January of 2019 
and gained non-profit status by April 
of that year. The organization has been 
working for the past two years raising 
money to improve the fence line and 
install gates. Members also replaced the 
roof on the bath house.

Recently, with Groundworks Studio, 
FMHS completed a landscape archi-
tecture plan to help them manage the 

See HOT SPRINGS, Page 2

Prepare for Nov. 2 general election

Pecos mayor faces challenger

West Las 
Vegas School 
Board mem-
bers Christine 
Ludi and Linda 
Montoya face 
challengers 
for the Nov. 2 
General Elec-
tion.

Joe “Oso” 
Gallegos will 
attempt to 
unseat Ludi, 
who has served 
on the board 
for 16 years.

Carla Bena-
videz is chal-
lenging Mon-
toya, who is 
seeking a sec-
ond, four-year 
term.

Christine 
Ludi, 65, is 
retired from 

Courtesy photo

Martin Leger, president of Friends of the Montezuma Hot Springs, and Dr. Victoria 
Mora, president of the United World College-USA, hold the lease agreement that will 
allow FMHS to manage the hot baths, which reopened Saturday after being closed 
for 18 months.

Pecos Mayor Telesfor Bena-
videz faces challenger Jennifer 
Guhl in the Nov. 2 General 
Election.

Both are Democrats. The 
mayor is paid $4,700 annually.

A disabled veteran, Bena-
videz, 61, is seeking a second, 
four-year term.

Guhl, 46, works for the 

state of New 
Mexico and is 
between jobs. 
She will be a 
project admin-
istrator for the 
department of 
General Ser-
vices and pre-
viously worked as a violent 
death data abstractor, keeping 
track of all murders and sui-

cides in New Mexico for the 
Center for Disease Control.

Benavidez is running 
because he wants to help 
complete unfinished proj-
ects, including cleaning up 
sewer ponds left behind 
after the new sewer system 
was installed and trying to 
get money from the state to 
replace aging waterlines.

WLV School 

Board features 

two contested 

races

Johnny’s is back.

The owner of the former Johnny’s 

Mexican Kitchen on Monday reopened 

as Johnny’s Express in a $50,000 custom-

made food truck. The business will be 

run at 717 Grand Ave., which is the 

parking lot of the closed restaurant.

Emory “Mere” Aragon, 49, and his 

son, Naithan, 33, will operate the busi-
ness from 6:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

“We decided to scale down a little,” 
Emory Aragon said. “It’s still the same 
chili and the same beans.”

COVID forced Emory Aragon to close 
Johnny’s Mexican Kitchen in March 2020 
after the governor ordered that only 
essential businesses could remain open 
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Cordova, 

Quintana 

shoo-ins for 

LVCS Board
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Newcomers David Cordova 
and Michael Quintana are run-
ning unopposed for Las Vegas 
City Schools Board.

Cordova and Quintana will 
replace school board mem-
bers Leroy Lujan and Gabriel 
“Gabe” Lucero. Both chose not 
to seek re-election.

“Honestly, it has a lot to 
do with the whole after-affect 
of COVID,” said Lujan, the 
owner of LNM Heating and 
Cooling who has served for 
8-plus years. “I’m working 18 
hours a day and feel I don’t 
have the time to give to the 
kids.”

Lucero has served on the 
board for 12-plus years.

“I really enjoyed my time on 
the board and really feel like 
the district is in a better posi-
tion than before I was on the 
board,” said Lucero, a 61-year-
old wholesale food distributor. 
“I really felt it was time to get 

See WLV, Page 2 See LVCS, Page 2
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Johnny’s Mexican Kitchen 

owner reopens with food truck

Emory “Mere” Ara-
gon, background, 
talks to his son, Nai-
than, while cooking 
breakfast at Johnny’s 
Express steps away 
from the closed John-
ny’s Mexican Kitchen. 
COVID forced Emory 
Aragon to close the 
restaurant in March 
2020. He and his 
son have reopened a 
scaled-down version 
of the restaurant in a 
food truck.
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