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Trinidad mayor shares 
ups, downs of legalized  

marijuana sales 
Editor’s note: This is the second in a series 

focusing on how the Las Vegas and San 
Miguel economy may be affected by the legal-
ized sale of marijuana in New Mexico come 
April 1.

For Trinidad Mayor Phil Rico, the sale 
of recreational marijuana in the south-
eastern Colorado town is a double-edge 
sword. 

Located off Interstate 25, 20 miles north 

of Raton, Trinidad gets buyers from New 
Mexico, Texas and Oklahoma. The city 
has collected $15 million in taxes from 
marijuana sales from some 25 shops, Rico 
said. The money has supported police, fire 
and utility departments, non-profits and 
allowed the city to build up a $4.7 million 
savings.

Historically reliant on the coal and gas 
industries, Trinidad on the other hand has 
also experienced an increase in homeless-
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Former Vegas 
man arrested  
for underage 
prostitution

One of four in San Miguel County lives in poverty

Three vying  
for mayor  

in Wagon Mound

Traditionally, Vivian 
Trujillo sees only one 
name on the ballot for 
Wagon Mound mayor.

This year there are 
three.

“I was surprised 
because usually we have 
one (candidate) who is 
unopposed,” said Trujillo, 
the bureau of elections 
clerk for Mora County.

Running for mayor in 
the Nov. 2 general elec-
tion are the incumbent 
Ferdinando “Luis” Lopez, 
former mayor Andres 
Martinez and Gabriel 
Derek Maestas. Lopez 
and Martinez are Demo-
crats while Maestas is 
an Independent, Trujillo 
said.

The winner will rep-
resent the village of 291 
people.

The mayor is paid 
$2,400 annually.

Lopez, 73, was twice 
elected to the village 
council and after complet-
ing two- and four-year 
terms, was appointed to 
an open council seat in 
September 2020. This past 
July, Lopez was appoint-
ed mayor after Martinez 
resigned after suffering a 
heart attack and getting 
triple bypass surgery. 
Lopez’s appointment will 
end in December.

A Vietnam veteran, 
Lopez said he is running 
to continue working on 
projects, but did not go 
into details.

“I’m trying to get 
everything going forward 
instead of backward,” he 
said.

A councilman for four 
years, Martinez, 58, was 
appointed mayor in July 
2020 after former mayor 
Laudente Quintana 
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Sharon Poeppel watches her 15-year-old son, Wyatt, repair a tire for his bicycle. Poeppel works full time at mini-
mum wage and is one out of every four living in poverty in San Miguel County.

Sharon Poeppel, who works 
full-time at minimum wage for 
the City of Las Vegas, is among 
one out of every four people liv-
ing in poverty in San Miguel 
County.

“It’s hard, but we kind of like 
have adapted to it,” said the 
38-year-old single mother of four; 
her 15-year-old youngest son, 
Wyatt, is the only one living at 
home.

She thinks about getting a sec-

ond job, but wants to be home for 
her son.

“I don’t live in the best neigh-
borhood,” Poeppel said. “There’s 
drugs being sold and I find nee-
dles in the parking lot.”

According to the 2020 Census, 
nearly 24 percent of the county’s 
residents live in poverty. In Mora 
County, one out of every five, or 
21 percent, falls into the same cat-
egory. In New Mexico, 18 percent 
live in poverty, which for a family 
of four means making less than 
$26,500 a year. Nationwide, it’s 11 

percent. 
Also according to the 2020 

Census, the average household 
income in San Miguel was just 
below $31,000 and Mora County, 
just below $28,000. The average 
household income in the New 
Mexico was $49,754 and in United 
States, $67,521.

Dr. Ali Arshad, who teaches 
economics and finance at New 
Mexico Highlands University, 
said New Mexico is a poor state.
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Daily struggles

A former Las Vegas 
man has been arrested for 
his alleged involvement 
in an  underage prostitu-
tion ring, according to the 
Bernalillo County Sher-
iff’s Office.

Aaron Maestas, 28, of 
Albuquerque was among 
five charged, according to 
court records.

Maestas communi-
cated with an undercover 
deputy who posed as 
a 15-year-old on social 
media known for prosti-
tution, according to court 
records. He allegedly 
made arrangements with 
the undercover officer for 
a sexual encounter and 
was taken into custody at 
the meeting place.

Maestas manages a 

program for the New 

Mexico Department of 

Health that serves people 

with developmental dis-

abilities, according to a 

published report. 

Maestas was charged 

with human trafficking 

and child solicitation.
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Tom Tighe of the 
Mora National Fish 
Hatchery fries up 
fish during a sci-
ence, technology, 
engineering, art 
math and math camp 
funded by the New 
Mexico Highlands 
University Founda-
tion through a grant 
from the Las Vegas 
New Mexico Com-
munity Foundation.
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LV Foundation sets 
$60,000 fundraising goal

The Las Vegas New Mexico 
Community Foundation hopes 
to raise $60,000 during its vir-
tual Chile Challenge on Nov. 
19.

In related matters, the 
Pendaries Village Community 
Association has donated a lot 
to the foundation, which will 
be auctioned in the spring, 

said foundation board chair-

man Elmo Baca. 

Last year, the foundation 

raised more than $50,000 dur-

ing a virtual event, including 

$15,000 from two challenge 

grants;  all of the money went 

to 18 nonprofits in San Miguel 

and Mora counties through 

Las Vegas Optic reports
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