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“O
ne day you have a regular life. The 
next, you have your body armor 
and an AK-47.”

When Russian forces invaded Ukraine in 
recent days, Aaron Harford – a student living 
there and remotely attending Luna Commu-
nity College thousands of miles away in Las 
Vegas, N.M. -- found himself relocating his 
family from the capital city of Kyiv to a differ-
ent part of the country -- and preparing for the 
worst.

Harford, 45, who’s been living in Ukraine 
the past four years, said he anticipated a vio-
lent attack by Russia and joined his wife Lesya 
and stepchildren in leaving their home  -- a 
high-rise apartment with glass walls and win-
dows -- for more secure accommodations else-
where. He also readied his combat gear from a 
prior six-month stint with the Ukrainian third 
battalion, just in case.

Harford’s body armor, chevrons and com-
batant identification now share space with 
materials he uses to log into his Luna Commu-
nity College math classes. 

“Sadly, it is the biggest news in the world 
right now,” he said of his adopted home coun-
try, “and it looks like it’s going to get bigger.”

“The situation changes hourly,” he said. 
“Where I am near the border, it is a very 
odd tension, and we understand that there is 
nowhere safe to go.”

Originally from Los Angeles, Harford said 
he visited his mother, a longtime Las Vegas, 
N.M., resident, in the Meadow City a couple 
of times a year before moving there himself 
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Luna student says he’s ready to help defend country

Retired firefighter killed in crash 
escorted home

Multiple agencies from 
around New Mexico partici-
pated Sunday in a procession 
to bring a retired Las Vegas 
firefighter back to his home-
town after he was killed in a 
multi-vehicle accident in Santa 
Fe last week. 

Engineer Frank Lovato 
(Retired), 62, of Las Vegas, 
was killed along with Santa Fe 
Police Officer Robert Duran, 
during a crash that has now 
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Unsealed court 
documents shed 

light on fatal crash

A police chase and crash 
that claimed the life of a 
retired Las Vegas firefighter 
and a Santa Fe police offi-
cer began with a car stolen 
from Las Vegas, according 
to New Mexico State Police.

The white 2019 Chev-
rolet Malibu was reported 
stolen Feb. 28 from a home 
in Las Vegas where the 
owner was warming up the 

unattended vehicle. Two 
days later, police in Santa 
Fe pursued the Malibu 
after receiving a report that 
a woman inside had been 
kidnapped, a story police 
allege is false.

An arrest affidavit for 
46-year-old Jeannine J. Jara-
millo unsealed Monday in 
Santa Fe Magistrate Court 
details what led to the fatal 
crash that killed 62-year-old 
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Ukraine conflict hits close
to home
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Luna Community College student Aaron Harford, who lives with family in Ukraine, served in the country’s third battalion as a paramedic from December 2018 to June 2019, 
as shown. He said Ukraininan soldiers are true volunteers who work 10 to 12 hours a day sometimes six to seven days a week.

The Las 
Vegas Fire 
Department 
set up a 
memorial 
in Lovato’s 
honor at the 
E. Romero 
Fire House 
late last 
week.
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