
New findings about the coronavirus’s omi-
cron variant made it clear Tuesday that the 
emerging threat slipped into countries before 
their defenses were up, as two distant nations 
announced their first cases and a third report-
ed its presence before South African officials 
sounded the alarm.

The Netherlands’ RIVM health institute 
found omicron in samples dating from Nov. 
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I
n sports, coaches always talk about 
peaking at the right time. It’s a 
way of saying that you want to 

be playing your best at the end of the 
season. That’s the story of the 2021 
Robertson Cardinals football team, 
one that peaked at the right time on 
their way to a state championship. 
Actually, if you ask head coach Leroy 
Gonzalez he would tell you that his 
team had yet to hit its peak.

“I wish we had five more games 
because we haven’t even peaked 
yet,” Gonzalez said. “We didn’t play 
last year and we’re just finding our 
rhythm now.”

It’s hard to doubt Gonzalez’s senti-
ment. The Cardinals seemed to get 
better with every game, and on Sat-
urday afternoon they left no doubt 
about who the best football team was 
in 3A with an emphatic 28-7 victory 
over the St. Michael’s Horsemen. 
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Vegas man 

faces charges 

after domestic 

violence incident

Synthetic ice rink coming to Douglas Avenue; 

Plaza gazebo to be dedicated ahead of parade

Las Vegas City Councilor David Romero 
was named last week to the New Mexico 
Public Education Department’s Secretary’s 
Community Advisory, a group dedicated to 
improving education across the state.

Romero, who was formerly a member of 
the West Las Vegas School Board, is one of 
60 people selected. They include 15 educa-
tors, 15 high school students, 15 parents or 
guardians and 15 civic members. Members 
serve a term of one full academic year. 

Romero told the Optic he wants to see 
schools take advantage of every available 
opportunity to allow them to become more 
successful for students. 

“My main motivation was being a former 
school board member, and now working as 
a city councilor to make sure the schools are 

A Las Vegas man faces three felony charges 
after allegedly injuring his ex-girlfriend during 
a domestic dispute and shattering multiple car 
windshields with rocks with children inside. 

Daniel Lucero, 35, also faces four misde-
meanor charges stemming from the Nov. 15 
incident. 

Lucero initially called police to report that 
his ex-girlfriend and her mother had broken 
into his home. However, he became uncooper-
ative when he realized the officer was record-
ing their conversation and asked, “Is this for 
court?” 

Shortly after, his ex-girlfriend and her 
mother arrived at the Las Vegas Police Depart-
ment to report a domestic violence incident 
involving Lucero. His ex-girlfriend claimed 
that, following an argument at a birthday 
party at JC’s Pizza, she had gone to Lucero’s 
residence on Pecos Street to collect her belong-
ings. 

However, when she arrived at the residence 
with her mother, she claimed Lucero grabbed 
her by the arms and threw her against a wall. 
When the woman’s mother attempted to inter-
vene, the woman told police Lucero struck 
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The Robertson High School football team celebrates after winning the Class 3A state championship 28-7 over St. Michael’s 
High School last Saturday. It is the first state title for the Cardinals since 2013.  

This time of year, Las Vegas’ Plaza area looks 
almost like it’s been plucked from a cherished Christ-
mas movie. This helps draw visitors and shoppers to 
Old Town, but what about the Douglas Avenue cor-
ridor?

Mayor Louie Trujillo and the Las Vegas City Coun-
cil are hoping to draw locals and visitors alike to the 
city’s other venerable business district with a new syn-
thetic ice skating rink, along with music, food trucks 
and maybe other types of vendors.

The Las Vegas City Council recently approved 
funding to purchase a 60-foot by 40-foot synthetic ice 
rink that will be placed on a portion of the parking lot 
near the intersection of Douglas Avenue and Seventh 
Street. The goal is to bring more people to the area, 
and to the city in general.

“We’re hoping to create a holiday destination for 
people to come for ice skating, and maybe even rent a 
room and enjoy beautiful Las Vegas,” Trujillo said.

The surface of the skating rink is made of a syn-
thetic material that allows skaters to wear regular 
metal-bladed ice skates, but doesn’t require cold tem-
peratures or the maintenance that real ice does.

The rink can accommodate 45 to 50 skaters at a 
time, City Manager Leo Maestas said during a Nov. 23 
special meeting of the city council. Skates will be avail-
able for rent on site, although Trujillo told the Optic 
that the city is still working to determine pricing for 
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“Holding that blue trophy 
up and winning the state 
championship is a dream 

come true.”
~

Mathew Gonzales

Robertson senior
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City workers placed a large Christmas tree at the Safeway 
parking lot on Douglas Avenue last week, near where a syn-
thetic ice rink will soon be placed. .  
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earlier than thought


