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BEST AD CAMPAIGN Advertising | Division 2

Celeste Holley
Tiffany Clinton

SUMMER € HERE!

The Ruston Daily Leader

Caples & Robinson DON'T FORGET TO BRUSH AND FLOZS THIE SUMMER.
AND REMEMBER, YOU DON'T HAVE TO FLOZS ALL OF
YOUR TEETH... JUST THE ONES YOU WANT TO KEEP!

\ CAPLES & ROBINSON
&g ORTHODONTICS

300 W Alabama Ave | Ruston, LA 71270 | 318.251.9660
caplesrobinsonortho.com
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BEST AD CAMPAIGN Advertising | Division 2

Never again stand in traffic while dropping

Celeste Holley i G it o Do bl

grooming van is loaded with everything a salon has.

Charlotfte Rainwater o Nowavauass

7 DAYS A WEEK!

The Ruston Daily Leader

Fluffin Right
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BEST AD CAMPAIGN Advertising | Division 2

1st Place Rusto

Celeste Holley e Opered Gl
Charlotte Rainwater

The Ruston Daily Leader e

Washateria
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BEST MULTIPLE ADVERTISER PAGE Advertising | Division 2

\kw (S

3rd Place 'I"“““ Ao -
Staff

The Ruston Daily Leader °°" y
o \

Newspaper In Education
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BEST MULTIPLE ADVERTISER PAGE Advertising | Division 2

R Dy Lasder

Wby Wedts Coleman porganes T T 105

e —

2nd Place

Celeste Holley
Charlotte Rainwater

wi{ “{q‘)v -

15 Jemeny - doca
S ek

The Ruston Daily Leader E"’“

Ruby Coleman 100
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BEST MULTIPLE ADVERTISER PAGE Advertisina | Dmsion 2

1st Place
Staff

~~~~~

The Ruston Daily Leader

Women's Equality

p)
=

% ' §l | Statewide Health Advisors

3 vl B= Your foced apancy, serving Shw Ark-La-Ass and Tieoas.

2y ar’ ‘ : e is "_)4
= Ig Wt -2

1 e T / > fereic .
¢ Augen Rm‘hul | | —— Haoicd!

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition




BEST ONLINE ADVERTISING - SINGLE AD Advertising | Division 2

1st Place

Brian Golden ~w ACADIANA
. ADVOCATE

~ ThieAcadianiaAdvocate.com

Acadiona Advocate - - NEW:-. 2 ALY B
" YEAR.

(@8

Subscription Campaign
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BEST ONLINE ADVERTISING CAMPAIGN Advertising | Division 2

18‘ Place FuLL DA TAL ACCESS

$4 for 4 months

Ryan Lips @

Acadiana Advocate RN
Digital Subscription Campaign UL DQTAL ACCESS
$4 for 4 months

on the 9 wherever You are. | SUBSCRIBE |
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Advertising | Division 2

ard Place sest BT,

4
Jacie Brent Sl your Table

Charlotte Rainwater

. “Boiled and Live ’
The Ruston Daily Leader busgnpill Butchering
Thursday-Friday |t
5:30 - till o 1 G ENOB
Dowling’s Saturday - ¢ - till

‘
A o ) . : ‘.
Call for. pricing =

8 am -5:30 pm
Mon.- Fri.

Follow us on Facebook
@Dowlings Processing

10573 Hwy 80 ¢ Simsboro, LA ¢ 318-247-6451

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition



Advertising | Division 2

2nd Place eay “BO0" ()
to Stieky

Treate! m

Embrace National ‘“mu“

Orthodontic Health
Month With A

The Ruston Daily Leader Healthy Smile

Celeste Holley
Tiffany Clinton

Keep |t simple,
avoid sticky items:

Caples & Robinson

& .
A - N\ ts %
vl \ yf 9 . ..
P X > ) 7 /4 OC! e )
7 eanu utter Cups
arsl allows
300 W Alabama Ave | Ruston, LA
CAPLES & ROBINSON | S8 e o ta
VJ ORTHODONTICS | sis325.9655
caplesrobinsonortho.com
FALL » 2022 LINCOLN LIFE | {
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1st Place

Jacie Brent
Charlotte Rainwater

The Ruston Daily Leader

Amberley’s
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Advertising | Division 2

TDO”WORTHY

¢ Hair (‘?Makeup fo

T8 =

Celébm't‘eYourSpé?idl Day!

AMBERLEY"S SALON
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BEST BREAKING NBEWS STORY Editonal | Dmsion 2

Katie Gagliano

Lafayette man Kkills three people, then himself in spree across
parish on Tuesday

Acadiana Advocate

A Community In Shock

READ MORE: Community in shock alter Lafayette n fer-suicde shooung spree
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BEST BREAKING NBEWS STORY Editonal | Dmsion 2

ms DAILY IBERIAN
n a c e NEWS E-EDITION ACADIANA LIFESTYLE SPORTS CLASSIFIEDS SERVICE DIRECTORY PUBLIC NOTICES WE/

Iberia Medical Center suffers damage from storm
John Anderson

Corey Vaughn
Michael Messerly

The Daily lberian

Tornado Hits New lberia
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BEST BREAKING NBEWS STORY

1st Place

onnor Raborn

Hammond Daily Star

3 Shot 1 Arrested In Hammond High Schoo
Graduation Shooting And We Made It

Moment
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3 sho

Police seeking
second shooter

By CONMOR RABCAN
conr

Thiee poopie weoe shot
sco-fanly asd o Ham
Dood mun was avested &

Haninood od
fepartments Friday moming
\decrified Tremt Thomes, 20,
of Hummond, as the uuqnu

0 was umested sfter the
sbootng. Thomas has been
chacged with Sres cousts
of atenpeed second degres
mrrder and ooe count each
of possession ¢

Editonial | Division 2

1 arrested in Hammond
High School graduation shooting

Tangipahoa
Jail
School
Board Mem-
ber Beox
Duncaa post-

|

THOMAS  Dook it po-

lice o sceon
said Ot among the wound-
od were one parson shot in
the chest. one In @ Rip and
one in the leg.

A fourth pervon was in-
oed trying 1o flee the geo-
fre.

Three of the fosr who was
thot or mjared bave been
nnni =d dacharged from

e hospital, md e ooty
® in stable conditos, Hen-
mond Folice Chief Bdwin
Bergeon sxd in s Fodey
moming peess conference.

Potice received calis of the

» gro-free 2000 and obetroc-
tioa of justice.
He Is belag bedd ot the

wmmmw

%

A scat amount of coodest aad 3
few perple and white balloces lay
foegotien co the steps of Universl-
ty Coater Friday mioming. the mem-
renns of a celebration that had barsly
wiarted bedore givieg way 1o chaoe

Gase 3, the doons throagh which
Hammond High graduates exised

afver their Thumsday night ceremony,

o friends 0 groet aad tc'naln-
hen

shots at §: lnpm Thorsdy.
Bergeron  did

o kmirw
A pioto Sehon by on alendee 2t Hammaad High's praduation caromeny
Son SIOOTING, o AT Ubiversily shows 2 porses b police custody oliowing o shooting Diat wounded four.

However, It o o the soooe of F

guafre tat led
faally shot, oo
yiag 0 escape and D ar-

et of 1 Hemmosd man.
Krisies MNoogomery graduated
Mg un Lasde Thursday night,
& o won the Amerkosn Lo
JunJ 284 h-lr‘ earmed over

¢ ad M up with der farnily,
wert 0 Gale 4 2d

S oo T Oy S

s Confiets and  few purpls snd white bficons iy Faogsien on the steps of Usiversty Conter Fridey raening ahir & shoeting

L’xxxy-.\huae;un,

The st pop Gey deard, ey as-
wamed wis 1 pety poppee. Whea
ey begani 10 ove, Dy saw
peogle by Gale 3 rumisg sowend
thern, snd they ran bk isto Unives.
sity Center

of HaTvroee MigY's gradeation caremony.
s expersenced, ischading

wilh two o thoee peogle crowding a school system cyber attack their
leto each stall %o hide, oxch oying freshmen year, 3 bomb thret sopk-
10 be quiet an possibile while some  and don’t kv omoes year and 3 janior your ister-
were baving panic  atacks, Mo Bard pill,” she said repeed by 2 paademec.
Craney -Mostgomery sad Kristen Momigoenery recousted

“How do you go from ctbebrating  the various bandships that the Class Seu GHACS, page AD



BEST FEATURE PHOTO Editorial | Division 2

Caleb Daniel

Head Start on Dlsplay

The Ruston Daily Leader

Head Start On Tricycles

eader photos by Caleb Dan

Center holds parkmg-lot parade
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BEST FEATURE PHOTO Editorial | Division 2

2nd Place

Cathi Cox-Boniol

The Ruston Daily Leader

Kissing A Pig
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BEST FEATURE PHOTO Editorial | Division 2

1st Place

Brad Bowie
Leslie Westbrook

Acadiana Advocate
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BEST HEATURE STORY

Editonial | Division 2

aroline Savoie

Hammond Daily Star

Hometown Ace Hardware Hails Half Century
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Hometown Ace Hardware hails half century

By CAROLINE SAVOIE

tive with a dream of owning
his own farm decided to take
his dad’s advice and start a
business, a co-op shop with
shelves full of shovels and
stakes, seeds and chains,
chickens and farm hard-

26 years
Home-

Amite, using a name his
father, Anthony
ested would d

Now, 76-year-old Gir-
wenti leaves his store in the
hands of his nephew while
he tends cattle from sunup
to sundown. His hands are
just a bit more calloused. his

isj it bigger. and

— my No. I com
that was a blessing
me.”

okine Savoie / The Daily Star
JA. Girgenti and his nephew, Craig Tassin, hold the original sign that hung in front of Amite’s Hometown Ace Hardware’s first location,
a small bakery a block away from the current store.

He said he'd watch peo- we’d provide,” Girgenti said. tions were the infancy stage vice is “the relentless pursuit
ple walk into and out of “We carried thi those of his commitment to serv- of doing things well.”
the big box store next door big stores didn’t, and if we ing the community. That means providing
with nothing in hand. Then. didn’t have it, we would do  Craig Tassin, Gi i's whatever the community
they’d walk into Hometown everything to try and get it. nephew who took ownership needs whenever they need it.
Farm & len. We still do.” of the store in 2001, said his

“Whatever they needed. He said those first interac- family taught him that ser- See HARDWARE, page A2



BEST HEATURE STORY

Editonial | Division 2

2nd Place

Caleb Daniel

The Ruston Daily Leader

Light In The Darkness
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Light in the darkness

Child survivor tells story of abuse, healing

Editor’snote: The names inthis
ory have been changed to it
the identity of those

By Caleb Daniel
caleb@rustonleader.com

Morethan eight yvearsago, law
enforcement offi rrivedata

small-town residence outside of
Ruston and found the aftermath
of a fight involving two men and
a machete.

One of the men was injured,
but neither of them, nor the
witnesses nearby, would give a
clear description of what actu-
ally happened.

But Lee remembers.

Lee, now 12, is the son of one
of these men. He remembers
hearing a commotion outside
his house and heading to the
front porch.

“We went onto the porch and
watched as my dad grabs a ma-
chete off hisfour-wheeler and at-
tacks my grandpa,” L id.“He
cuts my grandpa everywhere
and then right on the nose. We
thought he was going to die.

Lee remembers his mother
taking him and his little brother
to their van and locking them-
selves in. Lee was 3 at the time.
His brother was a baby.

“My dad came over to the
van and started beating on the

van with the machete, trying to
get in,” Lee said. “I found it re-
ally scary at one point... I never
would have thought myv dad
would do that.”

The police arrived before
anyvone elsewas hurt. While that
wastheonly time Lee remembers
coming close to beingattacked, it
wasfarfrom the only moment of
hardship in his early life.

“My dad would throw parties
and drink way toomuch and have
all the stuff he shouldn't,” he
recalls. “Enough to where he'd
forget to bathe us, he'd forget to
feed us. I had to take that into

See STORY OF ABUSE, HEALING, page 5



BEST FEATURE STORY Editorial | Division 2

1St P I a c e How the first Louisiana drive-thru daiquiri stand beat Lafayette

city hall and made history

Adam Daigle

Acadiana Advocate

How Louisiana'’s First Drive Thru Daiquiri Stand
Beat City Hall
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BEST FRONT PAGE Editorial | Division 2

OUTSTANDING: Pierre, Womack named Most Outstanding Players / AS

3 rd I a c e TUESDAY, March 8, 2022 « Vol. 63, Issue 50 * 12 paces * 75¢

ANGI POWERHOUSES WIN STATE

* L L)

Staff

starts

.....

Hammond Daily Star

Middle schoolers promoted to scientists for a day

Daily Star March 5 And 8

Hammand DOD

samed semi-finalist
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BEST FRONT PAGE Editorial | Division 2

lllllll

VOTE 8wtV

Constitutional wareernedd

Staff =

e ot ¢ com gt

et b b S 0 o 5 2 dumaia e

The Ruston Daily Leader

October 23 And November 20 .‘i:;’z.:"r'.‘,';‘;..a, S e
T When lsawctlm ready to seek help?

o Do o By s &
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BEST FRONT PAGE Editorial | Division 2

Holiday Spirit: Readers share storses about their Envorite ormaments. 1o

1st Place
Staff

State an
ON E ] outlier for
ke lacking
L AP : children’s
e A ombudsman
TO GOl B | ===

Gov. John Bel

Edwards looksto |
his final year with |
a full slate of plans

Acadiana Advocate

Best Front Page

“¥ihea I'm on the stage with my
sucoesser, | cam feed confident that
I'm handiog him or ber e keys
2 a state that is in much better
condition than | found it”

2 oo e
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BEST HEADLINE

2nd Place

Chris Martin

Acadiana Advocate

Best Headline

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition
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BEST HEADLINE

Editonial | Division 2

1st Place

Tom Ritchey

Acadiana Advocate

Best Headline

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition

Whiskey
business

Drink’s sales
start comeback
in bars, restaurants

BY BRUCE SCHREINER
Associated Press

Bill Thomas sold off thousands of bottles
from his whiskey inventory in 2020 to keep
his acclaimed Washington, D.C., whiskey bar
afloat when the coronavirus shuttered much
of the economy.

By the next year, the whiskey curator known
for serving super-premium and hard-to-get
brands was replenishing inventories, even as
COVID-19 forced him to come to terms with
a world of uncertainty.

“There's more bottles in here today than
there were when we sold out when the pan-
demic hit,” Thomas, owner of Jack Rose Din-
ing Saloon, said by phone this week. “We've
rebuilt everything.”

Thomas' restocked supplies reflect the start
of a comeback for an important segment of
the spirits industry's business — on-premise

XEWTULRY 5"i']

s e ISEET

ST DUR
goN J& B

BOURS—

--.wﬂl

ASSOCIATED

Despite ongoing challenges from the pandemic, American w
year of growth. Combined U.S. sales for bourbon, Tennessee
6.7%, or $288 million, to $4.6 billion in 2021, the council

4.5% to 29.7 million cases.

the council said.

Despite ongoing challenges from the pan-
demic, American whiskey producers toasted
another year of growth. Combined U.S. sales
for bourbon, Tennessee whiskey and rye whis-
key rose 6.7%, or $288 million, to $4.6 billion
in "021 the (.ounul bdld Domesm volumes

council said
“Consume
trading up
with the gr:
taurants, re
its sector,”




BEST NEWS PHOTO Editorial | Division 2

Jerry Pye

The Ruston Daily Leader

Ronald Greene Balloons

Leader photo by Jerry Pye

Friends and family of Ronald Greene release balloons at a candlelight vigil in Union Parish Tuesday to
mark the third anniversary of his tragic death during a confrontation with Louisiana State Police troopers.
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BEST NEWS PHOTO Editorial | Division 2

2nd Place

Nancy Bergeron

The Ruston Daily Leader

Sam Mattox WWII Veteran

Leader photos by Nancy Bergeron
World War Il veteran Sam Mattox, 102, was among the attendees at Friday's
Ruston Veterans Day celebration. Mattox (above) served in the U.S. Army,
finished his career as a corporal and saw action in the Southwest Pacific war
theater. Bottom left, U.S. Army Recruiters lay the traditional wreath as part
of the event. Program speaker Louisiana Army National Guard Brigadier Gen.
Cindy Haygood thanked veterans and their families, saying families make a
sacrifice. The celebration drew more than 300 people.
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BEST NEWS PHOTO Editorial | Division 2

1st Place

Leslie Westbrook

Acadiana Advocate

Best News Photo
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BEST NEWS STORY Editorial | Division 2
'Kids will contemplate suicide: At STM, gay alums and

supporters assail sexual identity policy

Ken Stickney
@

Acadiana Advocate

Kids Will Contemplate Suicide
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BEST NEWS STORY

Editonial | Division 2

2nd Place

aroline Savoie

Hammond Daily Star

Amite Woman Uses Online Trail; Bus Driver Pay
Debate Strands Students; The State Of Small
Business

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition

Amite woman uses online trail agamst accused

ictim: 'I'm 77, but
hey messed with
he wrong person’

CAROLINE SAVOIE
i McNEESE 0GIMA
As Edwards  combed

hoa Parish Sheriff’s e, through her newly-found
and fiv i

her own
from
nd PayPal, mon

nd him with Ed
nputer. in. : L See IDENTITY, page A2



BEST NEWS STORY Editorial | Division 2

1st Place

Katie Gagliano

Murder-suicide victim's five daughters face trauma of shooting,

Acadiana Advocate

As Kawanna Felix's family enters a new period of mourning, her five daughters are

L TR
a future without the bedrock of their family. "[m"l:“s fl‘
€1l broke LOose |

itation at Kinchen
Funeral Home and a service at Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic Church on Martin

Luther King Ir. Drive.

: people k 1er 1 husband, 3 old Andres
2

on Oct. 4; the other victims were Ross Chaisson. 29, and Paige

h happened at different locations, Andres Felix

drove to a relative’s home and killed himself, police said.
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BEST NEWS VIDEO Editorial | Division 2

2nd Place

J o h n A n d ers o n “I John Anderson 'Kickin it' with Disney Channel star Clvi;t_ianJ Simo.. @

The Daily lberian

Christian Simon Interview
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BEST NEWS VIDEO Editorial | Division 2

1st Place

John Anderson

)
mil
The Daily Iberian ﬂ‘:{i“m

‘4l“

» Pl € oo01/213

Buy Back The Guns

Paying up to $500 during gun buyback day in New Iber

‘H' The Daily Iberian w
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BEST OVERALL WEBSITE Editorial | Division 2

z n d I Ia ce = /\l')‘\;O“('ATF HOME BUSINESS NEWS ENTERTAINMENT/LIFE SPORTS SPORTSBETTING OPINION LEGALS OBITUARIES CLASSIFEDS JOBS HOMES STORE ¢S 95°  roour MYACCOUNT  E-EDITION NEWSLETTERS

Lafayette police officer sent sexual THE LATEST
messages, offered to influence OWI
case after arrest: lawsuit

Staff el

Acadiana Police Chief arrested on
drug distribution charges

Have an idea to improve Lafayette? 24
Hour Citizen Project prepares for
community ‘Shark Tank'

RED CONTENT

mmy Aphaiyarath.pdf

Acadiana Advocate '

apart

Driven by LGBTQ+ iss

lawmak I "g“e “17' hold veto- : y A program from the State Treasurer that

session; see details T e n Melvillein what aut helps military vetarans gain quick access
to unclaimed money they may have.

e 155 ACADIANABUSINESS
m i ith insis i BUSINESS NEWSLETTER
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BEST OVERALL WEBSITE Editorial | Division 2

1St Place s, RUSTON DAILY

S
=

: LEADER

S : e
IVOWWOOQ& 318.255.4353 « 212 W. PARK AVENUE « RUSTON, LA

Staff

The 2" Annual Edition v -
LT E Ruston Daily Leader
e | 3182554353

212 West Park Aven. Ruston, LA
arab Your copyat ety

TOP HEADLINES =

Guillory presented national educator of blind award

The Ruston Daily Leader & L

Hall of Fame

Techsters add to roster with addition of Raley

Firefighters train on new tower

k bullying suit: Judge rules on evidence,
ahead of trial

HERE Ioczrld'kumbmi'pun.w

Ruston Daily Leader’s FOCUS on Business & Industry

FURNITURE
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BEST PHOTO PACKAGE (3 OR MORE PHOTOS) Editorial | Division 2

Scenes from Ruston Easter Egg Hunt
n a c e ,‘ . LEADER PHOTOS BY CALEB DANIEL \
J0ar W oy el ) R SUOE” Y VHGET |
AL R ¥
-

Caleb Daniel

The Ruston Daily Leader

Easter EQg Hunt

J

@ A 6’3':(’
“Thank You!
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BEST PHOTO PACKAGE (3 OR MORE PHOTQOS) Editonal | Dmsion 2

1st Place

Leslie Westbrook

Acadiana Advocate

Best Photo Package
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BEST SINGLE EDITORIAL Editonal | Dmsion 2

3'“ Place IN OUR OPINION

Time to come

Brian Trahan together In
Grambling

There are so many things to like and
enjoy about the Grambling community
these days. It continues to be a beacon for
gqualityeducation thatdraws studentsfrom

. around the country to our sleepy area to
T h e R U S TO n D O | | y I_ e O d e r attend oneof thenation’s premier HBCUs.
There's also a situation going on there
that continues to fester and gives the
university and the community a stigma.
. Real or perceived, there seems to be a rift
T| me TO Come Togefher between GSU president Rick Gallot and

Grambling Mayor Edward Jones.

Whether this is personal or business,
and whatever began this rift, it's a bad
look for everyone involved.

When the two most important leaders
of that community are at odds —akintoa
playgroundstandoff of he said, hesaid—it
does no good for the city or the university.

Following the tra shootings during

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition homecoming week in October of 2021, Gal-
lot began to make moves to try and shore
up security oncampus. Hehassubmitted a




BEST SINGLE EDITORIAL Editonal | Dmsion 2

2nd Place Fight policy a
good first step

( : onnor R qa b orn [\ Tangipahon Parish School System administra-
tion for taking such decisive action against school
fights.

Effective immediately, students who fight on
campus will spend a semester at the Alternative
Scheol Program Site. Only time will tell how
effectively the new zero tolerance policy will quell
brawls, but it does show determination by the
school system 1o address the problem,

" While the wording of the initial
Connor notice sent to school staff and
families leaves some room for clar-

1 Raborn ification (as the o ti
Hammond Daily Star o Sebool Bow iome Bres
% | Duncan’s post about the policy
demonstrates), the overall message

is clear: Tangipahoa schools are
taking a hard line against campus

g g 2 . 2 o wiolence. :
Fight Policy A Good First Step; Eclipses And ’ Many will surely debate the effec-
. tiveness of the penaity and whether
El eC h ons it's too littde or too much. One would hope that
the thought of being taken out of the school whers
their friends ave is 4 good deterrent for most kids,
It may not be.

Of course, the immediate goal with a policy like
this is to stop an aggressive situation on campus by
removing (hose who cansed it. Hopefully, in cases
where multiple stndents instigated a fight and have
all been penalized, there will be a policy in place

isi iat i to keep them separated at their new school to avoid
Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Befter Newspaper Competition s et

One of the biggest concerns seems to be that inno-
cent stndents who are the victim of bullyving and are




BEST SINGLE EDITORIAL Editonal | Dmsion 2

Our Views: Lafayette's politically besieged library turns

1 St P I a c e its back = itSVahlues
Staff

Acadiana Advocate

Library Turns Its Back On Values

Seemingly ceaseless Lafayette Public Library culture wars have taken

on another twist, with a librarian’s instruction that book displays in the

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better NeWSpOper Compe’ri’rion central library downtown and system branches will now and

forevermore focus on materials that appeal to library patrons as a

whole, not to individual segments of the library’s readership. On its



BEST SPECIAL SECTION Editorial | Division 2

stHlace Silver Linings

Staff Local Guide To Active Living Over 55

The Ruston Daily Leader

Silver Linings
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BEST SPORTS COLUMN Editorial | Division 2

3 rd P I a ce For Clements, juggling new job, fatherhood, a work in progress

1of6
<12

Don Shoopman

The Daily lberian

Adversity Doesn’t Stop Fishing Guide
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BEST SPORTS COLUMN Editorial | Division 2

Did | miss

Brian Kell
2nd Place Darth Caach?

S e

one of college football’s pr
shows on a national network, I

[ ]
heard the continuation of a narrative|
rl q n rq q n that's been circulating since Brian Kelly|
left the owed grounds of Notre Dame|
for the evil empire of the SEC.

I get there has to be a gagele of talking
points readily ilable for the multitude
of talking heads who feel they have tol
make a “statement” with e

“If LSU loses to Missi ]
night the heat will turn up on Brian Eelly|
for sure,” this particular sports suit

In his third game? With a rebuilt roster?
With hi ching record? The heat is
turned up?

Here is the part of my column when we|

; lean our heads back and laugh uncontrol-
€ RUSTON DAlly Leaaqaer lably.
o seriously, I feel like I'm taking Derek|
pills.

By the Tigers cruised to vi
tory behind Kelly over the Dread Pi
Leach. Have vou checked Notre Dame’s|

record as of Saturday. It's 1-2. You know)|
P e rS O n O | FO U | the place where Kelly kicked Touchdown
Jesus in the shin on his way out of town.
The place where
they invented pigs in PERSONAL
order to make foot- FOUL
balls for Knute
Rockne had to rally
in the fourth quarter
to beat the hippies
from Cal-Berkeley.
It seems this all
started because
Eelly had the nerve
to leave the Irish to
. o . . oy carpet bag his way to .
Lovisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition Sl Brian Trahan
Then he pulled

out the weird accent at the LSU basketball

same whi N [
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1st Place

Matt Belinson

The Ruston Daily Leader

Upon Further Review
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That Sun Belt mad-
ness sure was short-
lived, wasn't it?

This won't be a ref-
erendum on the fall-off
of Appalachian State,
Marshallor all the other
Groupof Five programs
that made us all turn
heads and cheer them
on to start the college
football season.

Instead, it's a call to
action.

If you've keptupwith
the billion-dollar col-
lege football machine
over the last
yvear, yvou'd
know one of

stan-
nouncements
came in early
September
when the Col-

e Football

Matt Belinson

to expand toa
2-team bracket starting
2026 (which I'd bet
onerthanthat).
reinformat
e six

r-
ence champions and
six at-large bids. So ves,
the committee is auto-
matically putting in the

UPON FURTHER REVIEW
Group of five needs its next giant to emerge

landscape of Gb teams,
[ tend to think the latter
iswhatwe'reinstorefor.
You might be th
ing, ‘But Matt, Cincin-
natimade thefour-team
playoff last season.”
Correct you are.
But in ca u for-
got, the Bearcats are
leaving the G5 and are
off to the Big 12 starting
next sea: along with
other G5 juggernautsin
Houston and UCF.
Just one school that
is remaining in the G5
level (SMU)
ranks ins
the top 55
in the 2023
recruiting
rankings a

Cincinnati
and James
Madison are
the only current
teams in the AP top
butIdon't see the Duk
staying there much
lon

Look at Conference
USA. The teams at the
top of the conference
standings already have
two lo: each. Head

mix of at-large spots.
But they want to pretend

Let's be real, the at-
slots are there for

d or third best

in the i e
power five leagues to
squeeze in. The com-
mittee wants Michigan
I or Clemson vs

it relevant
to Ruston, why would
they want the Bulldogs
and Baylor?

My challenge to the
G5 is this: prove them
WIong.

We know rank
include a sense of bias
in them. So, get to a
pointwherethere’slittle
doubt. Beat the P5 teams
on your schedule and

t eaten alive in
your

If someone in the G5
doesn't become a giant
soon, don't believe for a
second that the Colle

portunities, not just
a week-two victory in
College Station.

Spe
A special thanks to CO




BEST SPORTS PHOTO Editonial | Division 2

Brad Kemp

Acadiana Advocate

A Big Leap
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BEST SPORTS PHOTO Editonial | Division 2

2nd Place

Brad Kemp

Acadiana Advocate

Bringing Home A Championship

during their Division IV finals |

game at Cajundome on Saturday, Novembe

STAFF PHOTO BY Brad Kemp
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BEST SPORTS PHOTO Editonial | Division 2

1st Place

Leslie
Westbrook

Acadiana Advocate

Something to Celebrate
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BEST SPORTS STORY Editorial | Division 2

Matt Belinson

Tough as nails

Ruston’s Maggie Ambrose won't let
injuries keep her Trom aylng volleyball

By Maii Balinsan
sparts@nestonleader.caom

5 furn t hit.
Even though the ju-
Prond is not
even the word

The Ruston Daily Leader

Tough As Nails

But she remembers
the sound her knee made
when 5h-=- ]:m- hed

58 5:.-111.r.|.n-:L-n:l 'nand
a potential pos
runawal
Allison w
left knee iing it to ft kmes bn 1 apgain. unt differently than before
e beneath her. The 1 E : — with her emotions
3 : bubbling up to the sur-

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition an offcialdsgnosis. 1l monthsago. o o pace more times than
3 . it. . [ rough a erackling
t the MRI resulis  ing in, " she th . tion for what it wice but with strong




BEST SPORTS STORY Editorial | Division 2

'It's in the blood": Tony Robichaux's sons carry on his

mission in their own coaching careers

The Cajun 1, who died three years ago, inducted into La. Sports Hall of Fame
Y KE 1OTE aff writer n2 22 | t

Kevin Foote

Acadiana Advocate

It's In The Blood

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition




BEST SPORTS STORY

Editonial | Division 2

1st Place

Matt Belinson

The Ruston Daily Leader

Unbreakable Bond

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition

Unbreakable bond: Ruston ngh’s trio

By Maﬂ Belinson

tom
Standing inside
ton High gymnasium
vhen rywhere you

along with bas
flooring for

switches
sprinting in transition
drills

school gym and typical
high school b
practic

urt with a certain
miortab

can't be taught
It'snotteosu

hu“ in sync thy

thers would,
with mnuhm distinct

From left, Joran Parker, Zheric Hill and Aldan Analng see Mmselws as
more than just a strong friendship. It's an unbreakable brotherhood for the

Ruston High athletes.

It’s hard to ex|
Hill said. “Our friend-
ship is like a chain that
can’t be broken."

A second famil
Urica Edwards s
Candace Anding shout-

ctions to their

wejuststarted laughing

and w

It was in that gym,

during that in-gam
ange, that the
friendslt
. The startof

toward the new envi-
: und him,

Once he st
his mom how we

wards told him to not

you could hope.
why Park idthetri
hopes to find suc
after high schi
back to their
1 they provided.
would rather

lh'mnux athy
Parker said
Shan C
Hill's mom,
ingand Pa;

Chambers said the

l(-.nh thm)‘ not
followers. Be leade
Leading each

trio stay up ¢t
thr ux.h‘ g

Hill said.
stay true to ourselves.
{ true to each

one, Ex ds said noth-
ing like that can be

Accountable

till the end
Ryan Bond thinks
th types of

all I do, and I try not to
ymplicate things
or them."
Bond said the

h»u\“
om
and

puntable

lUUn comes &
i hold 1hun

i examples for their
mate

Accountability ap-
to more than the

comeovernight. Ittakes
hard work and keeping
your life straight inthe

ym and out of

priuine in tk
ton top, but

put discipline.
ready to do

C audqu d a
friendship this real at




BEST WEB PROJECT Editorial | Division 2

New Iberia's Disney Channel star Christian J. Simon enjoying
Under Wraps 2 movie premiere with family

By JOHN ANDERSON THE DAILY IBERIAN
1of4
et s MORE
- MORE 3 yw
VA PROBLEMS Al
J -
i

Funeral Home

aﬁm"’r.m

337.369.3341

=P " ! g
N N !
S 609 West Admiral Doyle Dr
> " — New Iberia, LA
i $%7 | b k \ : o,

Tadav's Fditinn

The Daily lberian

Behind The Scenes At Disney
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BEST INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING GIBBS ADAMS AVARD

Editonial | Division 2

woa = DAILY IBERIAN

Mdﬂ' LOUVIere AR-15: The Rise of America’s Rifle

TTHEW LOUVIERE THE DAILY IBERIAN

The Daily lberian

From AR-15's To Handguns, Matt Louviere
With The Facts On Weapons

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition




BEST INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING GIBBS ADAMS AVARD Editonal | Dmsion 2

Heavy smoke from field burn blamed for fatal crash; why are
n a c e fields burned in Louisiana?

Megan Wyatt

Acadiana Advocate = MR

Why Are Fields Burned In Louisiana

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition




BEST INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING GIBBS ADAMS AVARD Editonal | Dmsion 2

1st Place

Megan Wyatt

Employee grievance unearths pattern of unethical behavior by
w 11 li k d Youngsvﬂle pollce chief

Acadiana Advocate

A Pattern Of Unethical Behavior

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition




BEST LAYOUT AND DESIGN GARY HEBERT ANARD Editonial | Dmsion 2

NSID YOUs S
Spendless | Thoam noving in
time on your & o o OF THE WEgy
martphone 2 » = v
Thups February 17, 2022 Followus: ] www.rustonleader.comn e

Brian Trahan

lton until 2021

—. R - ote 4t e o Ao b s e s

The Ruston Daily Leader

HEHO,

Leader Design

e is the #1 leading cause

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition men & women i the U




BEST LAYOUT AND DESIGN GARY HEBERT ANARD Editonal | Dmsion 2

2nd Place

Gabe Armetta, David Diaz,
Duane Hollis i =

liggins

il targets
nsurance
~mu|r.m'ws

ailingonla. e ah - o~ e ——————
s | - Dangers —"
o . ¢ o T A 0f50c,' ’ -
The Daily lberian : == = |opio 2 Media yse
y “i | New Iberia’s Justy- - p-— ds e"‘" 'a'"Ed to Parents and

2 | ith Snoop Dogf:

Daily lberian Layout

Coven,
e Ty e e 4,
.

= | Disch e
) ASIC Necpecir:
e A BIC Necessjtjpg
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BEST LAYOUT AND DESIGN GARY HEBERT ANARD Editonal | Dmsion 2

=« ACADIANA

138 f F:[H Ml ADVOCATE *

Sides také stbck of post-Roe

States enact, plan bans; abortion-rights groups eye how to mai

Staff

TT’S IN
THE

: BLOOD’
Acadiana Advocate b T i

Inducted Into Lovisiana
Sports Hall of Fame,

his sans carry on his
mission as coaches

Best Layout And Design

Louisiana Press Association | 2022 Better Newspaper Competition




BEST REGULAR COLUMN SAM HANNA ANVARD Editonal | Dmsion 2

3rd Place
[ can still see Mamaw on the frnnt pornh

's room. The next two, the

Nancy Bergeron e ’*‘tﬁ 3 '_ = e

really anotl

1 upholstered
[ amaw could

The Ruston Daily Leader et R

th on
or with

By

Add One smavvand Granmo Mamaw would have ed 1 want t

e da
red from within, But th
teps h been re-
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BEST REGULAR COLUMN SAM HANNA ANVARD

Editonal |

Diwmision 2

2nd Place

John Anderson

The Daily lberian

Columns By John Anderson
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From management to hawking papers, Mandy Seneca had a great career

BY JOHN ANDERSON
[THE DAILY IBERIAN

ugus 1 isa
date that is easily
remembered in
Louisiana. Hurricane
[ Andrew hit that day and
caused the state $1 billion in
[damages and several died.
With power out in many
areas of our region and most

no way to
and batter
flashlights bef
radios.
At the Daily Iberian, it was
no different.

Will Chapman was at the
Daily Iberian for 36 year:
of those as publisher before
he retired in 2016.

Chapman had an all-star

, but one was alway

consistent and dedicated,

[demonstrated her dedication
to the paper, working late,
i and taking

[Chapman said th

‘She many times was willing
to do more when help was
needed.”

Mandy announced her
retirement recently as
business manager after 49
vears at the Daily Iberian,

always stick with Chapman.
“After Hurricane Andrew

newspaper (and the town)
without power for several
days,” Chapman said.
andy was one of the fi
to show up at the office to
s figure out how to get

SHANNA DICKENS/THE DAILY IBERIAN

Mandy Seneca outside the Daily Iberian offices where she has worked for 49 years.

Mandy said. hen we
had a problem. While the
newsroom could get the
paper out, they couldn’t get
the papers O

This is what endeared her
to Chapman. As a son of a
newspaper family, Chapman
started in the business with
a paper route at age 12 with
the The Bastrop (La.) Daily
Enterprise. There was his
business manager selling

yla Scroggins,

0 on the street and

ee if we can sell pap: ?
So we were out there on the

“Mandy has been an integral part of the Daily
Iberian, covering many desks over many years.
Her vivacious spirit coupled with her love for
Iberia parish have left an undeniable imprint on

- Francis L. Wik,
President and CEO of Wick Communications

was done by hand in ledgers.
Today, everything i

the computer and sometimes  supported you.”

Cal, love to watch the Andy
Griffith show. They have foun
kids and in retirement, she
plans on spoiling her seven
grandchildren and another
one on the way.

“I don’t know what I'm
going to do, I really don't
have a plan. I have things

me to get a part
wanted that, I would stay at
the job I love!”
rted at age 10|
v. She was working
y business,
selling at a snowball stand
while the others sold hot
dogs. Her next job would be
at the Daily Iberian, and
Chapman is glad she made
that her career choice.

“Mandy was always a top
performer, always handled
her work responsibilities
professionally, never looked
just to get by, and frequently
offered suggestions along
the lines of ‘I think it'd work

we ... * Mandy was
2 in the business
office for many years and
was an easy choice for me
to make her the business
manager when the position
came available,” Chapman
said. “She stepped right in,
ng my many years
ng with a number of
other papers in the company,
always thought Mandy
stood out as best. I'm sure
many of them got sick of me
suggesting they ‘call Mandy’
to find out how to do this, or
that.

Hundreds of businesses
and thousands of subscrib
over the year also know
Mandy as the enthus; i




BEST REGULAR COLUMN SAM HANNA ANVARD Editonal | Dmsion 2

A DIFFERENT BEAT

To read this column, please

ter your access code
1st Place ol e

Brian Trahan

¥

The Ruston Daily Leader

A Different Beat
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GENERAL EXCELLENCE Editorial | Division 2

STATE: Amite, Ponchatoula basketball head to the finals / See B1

1st Place DAILY - STAR
Tie -

Staff

SATURDAY & SUNDAY, Wuxs 5.6, 202

ay debate strands students | Tang

in crash

|
Sk T UL
w |

“ ;. fs

Hammond Daily Star

prep for St Pat's |3

PARKER
LAYRISSON
Fiem




GENERAL EXCELLENCE Editorial | Division 2

1st Place Ruston Daily Leader

Wednesday, May 4, 2022 Follow us: [ www.rustonleader.com
'.. NI R~ .
Bill to ban

Ammal COntroI Facllity
: gender talks in

T-
IG vards ¢ _lﬂf aCl 10
“ | classroom axed

Sllquf FEEILIAT S ! | Jefferson among
——— —— e b

The Ruston Daily Leader
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The Ruston
Daily Leader
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INSIDE YOUR FORECAST SPORTS
Petunias offer Partly cloudy skies and warm | No.2Aggies

beauty while 38 3xdey reachiog 13 the pgws bon sdhvance in
Lonw teight 1 e ke b 0 b Class B

Rk chamows Tharutsy at o
Tempuataes ded ks tu g Sondy Py

Wednesday, May 4, 2022

Animal Control Facility

City awards contract for $2.7 million project

O s B

Follow us: ]

INSIDE THE NUMEESS

Accessibility Policy Subscribe Log In
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The 2* Annual Edition ’
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TOP HEADLINES =

Guillory presented national educator of blind awar

" Hair&D lakeup to Celebrate Your Special Day! . V. Hatlof Fame

Techsters add to roster with addition of Raley

Firefighters train on new tower

| Cedar Creek bullying suit: Judge rules on evidenc
| - ] testimony ahead of trial

educator of blind award

1 on for the Natonal 7

Bl when her name Ruston, LA71270

to get the latest news on
I.L‘M‘mf”"

FOCUS on Business & Industry

AMBERLEYS SALON :

206 W Mississippi Ave., Ruston, LA 71270 - 318-255-5832 - ) @AmberleysAvedaSalon - (€) @AmberleysSalon
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