
LNP  |  LANCASTER, PAFROM OUR ARCHIVESA4 SUNDAY, JANUARY 6, 2019

SOURCE: LNP ARCHIVES; HISTORYKAT.COM  |  RESEARCH: KIM GOMOLL  |  WRITING: KEVIN STAIRIKER

SETTING THE SCENE
Coming just after Eli Whitney was granted a 
patent for the cotton gin and before the 
Whiskey Rebellion, the first issue of the 
Lancaster Journal was published on June 18, 

1794. Following nearly 20 other newspapers that 
came and went, the Lancaster Journal was founded 
by William Hamilton and Henry Willcocks during 
George Washington’s second term as president. 
Though the newspaper has taken many twists and 
turns in the intervening 225 years, the mission 
statement at the top of this 1795 front page remains 
true: “Not too rash – yet not fearful – Open to all 
parties, but not influenced by any.”

FOR…FALE?
As your 21st century eyes scan an 18th-century 
newspaper front page for the first time, one thing 
jumps out – the use of the “medial s.” This specific 
style of the letter “s” had its beginnings in the 

eighth century, and was standard until British type-design 
pioneer John Bell commissioned a new typeface in the 
late 1790s. On this page, the “medial s” is seen 
throughout the Treaty of Amity, Commerce and 
Navigation, an agreement drafted by George Washington 
and the British Monarchy. Nearly two decades after the 
close of the Revolutionary War, the two countries were in 
a position to navigate the murky waters of peace. The 
very first sentence of the first article spells this out clearly 
– “There shall be a firm inviolable and universal Peace, 
and a true and sincere Friendship between His Britannick 
Majesty, His Heirs and Successors, and the United States 
of America.”

HUMBLE BEGINNINGS
With the aforementioned 
Hamilton and Willcocks manning 
the sails, the Lancaster Journal 
published once a week and was 

all of four pages. Hamilton’s beginnings 
in the printing industry were about as 
auspicious as they come: He began as an 
apprentice in the Philadelphia print shop 
of Benjamin Franklin’s grandson, 
Benjamin Franklin Bache, before 
journeying to Lancaster in 1794.

1795

COVER 1 OF 52

o celebrate 225 years of Lancaster newspapers, we present this week-
ly series of 52 front pages from throughout our history. Many feature 
events that would shape the course of world history. Some feature 
events of great local importance. Still others simply provide windows 
into the long-ago lives of Lancaster County residents. Make sure to 
check in every week, and enjoy this trip through time with LNP.


