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o celebrate 225 years of Lancaster newspapers, we present this week-
ly series of 52 front pages from throughout our history. Many feature 
events that would shape the course of world history. Some feature 
events of great local importance. Still others simply provide windows 
into the long-ago lives of Lancaster County residents. Make sure to 
check in every week, and enjoy this trip through time with LNP.
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“The world entered a new era of 
peace today.”
So began the account of the 

ending of World War II on the front 
page of the Aug. 15, 1945, Lancaster 
New Era. The night before, President 
Harry Truman had declared that Japan 
had surrendered, just a week after the 
United States deployed two nuclear 
weapons on Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 
Less than four years prior, Japanese 
forces bombed Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 
1941.
Response to the end of war was swift. 
On the same day as Japan’s surrender, 
the U.S. declared that 7 million troops 
would return home within the next 
year and a half. Furthermore, $23 
billion in military services was cut, 
with everything from ammunition 
and aircraft to hospital services and 

telephone equipment cut immediately.

Because of the relative speed of the 
end of the war, National Reconversion 
Director John W. Snyder warned of 
temporary unemployment as hundreds 
of thousands of soldiers returned 
home. However, it wasn’t just returning 
soldiers — those contributing to the 
war effort at home also would see their 
roles changed. Armstrong Cork Co., on 
West Liberty Street, transformed into 
a munitions maker during the war. As 
the war ended, Armstrong’s military 
contract was terminated, and 1,800 
people were let go. At the same time, 
the U.S. returned to a free labor market 
for the first time in three years.

Though the surrender was called in 
August, the actual documents wouldn’t 
be signed until Sept. 2. Gathered on 
the USS Missouri, representatives from 

Japan, the U.S., China and other Allied 
countries officially signed the Japanese 
Instrument of Surrender. For a time, the 
date was celebrated as “V-J Day,” after 
the designation of “V-E Day” earlier in 
1945 after the surrender of Germany 
from the war.

By the end of 1945, all but one of the 
Japanese internment camps on the 
West Coast were closed. In December 
1945, the initial order was struck down 
by the Supreme Court. Of the initial 
120,000 Japanese Americans forced 
into camps, thousands remained at the 
Tule Lake center until March 1946, when 
they scattered to start new lives.

While the end of World War II was 
celebrated as a finale to a historic 
conflict, the fallout would ripple 
throughout the coming decades and 
shape much of life as we know it today.
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