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READY. SET. SUCCESS.
When the going gets tough, nothing stands in the way of
a tomorrow maker. Here, you’ll ﬁnd a team that’s ready
to rise to the challenge. Pursuing essential careers with
staying power. Putting our best in today so we can get even
more out of the next. Because making a difference is the
end game. And a tomorrow maker is always in demand.

Now accepting Spring and Fall 2021 applications
Find your future at pct.edu
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Virtual college fair open
to area students Nov. 2
In a typical year, area students
and their families would descend on
the auditorium of Conestoga Valley
High School in November for the
school’s annual college night.
Representatives from 100 or more
colleges and universities would be
on hand to answer questions and offer advice on everything from the admissions process to financial aid.
But 2020 has been anything but
typical. Like so many other events,
CV’s college night is going virtual.
“This is kind of a little bit of an experiment with this format so that
students can just try something
new,” says Dana Wile, a board member of the Lancaster County School
Counselors Association, organizer
of the online event along with Millersville University.
Close to 50 colleges, universities,
technical and trade schools will
participate in the virtual fair, which
takes place from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Monday, Nov. 2. The event is open to
high school students from Lancaster, Lebanon and York counties.
Here’s how it will work:
Step 1: Register for the college fair
in advance at http://millersville.
edu/collegefair.
Step 2: Receive a list of participating colleges and an agenda for the
day. The event will be divided into
eight 10-minute blocks in which
students can hear an elevator pitch
from college representatives and
then have time to ask questions.
Step 3: Choose the colleges you want
to visit. (Don’t worry. You can change
your mind the day of the event.)
Step 4: Make sure you’ve downloaded Zoom on your device.
Step 5: Using the link provided, log
on to the event on Nov. 2 and choose
the Zoom room for the school you
want to visit during a particular time
slot. Each participating school will
have three time slots, so students
will have multiple opportunities to
LANCASTER, PA

“visit” the college of their choice.
“We’re asking colleges to sort of
prompt some conversation,” Wile
says.
Not quite sure how to tackle a virtual college fair? Here are some tips:
— Look at schools in different categories — think official state school,
private school and out-of-state
school — so you can compare financial aid offers. “Students will be
surprised,” Wile says. “Sometimes
you do get more scholarships and
a private school can actually be the
same or cheaper than a state school
depending on your family situation.”
— Be prepared to ask a few questions. If it’s a school you’re applying
to, then prepare specific questions.
Otherwise, consider asking the college rep to tell you about a really cool
major or something that sets their
school apart from others.
— Explore schools you haven’t
looked at before.
— Remain in the Zoom room after
the 10-minute session if you have additional questions.
After the event, students will receive information on how to follow
up with schools they may not have
had an opportunity to visit.
Wile says the counselors association chose weekday hours for the fair
since the National Association for
College Admission Counseling hosts
several virtual college fairs on Sundays, including one scheduled for
Sunday, Nov. 8. (For more information, visit nacafairs.org.)
This virtual college fair, Wile says,
is marketed directly to local students.
And unlike the traditional college
night, this event may be a little more
accessible and relaxing, she says.
“There’s a bit of walking into this
big room with all these tables that
can be a little nerve-wracking for
students,” Wile says of the in-person
college night. “This is a less intimidating format.”

PARTICIPATING COLLEGES
PASSHE Schools
n Kutztown University
n Millersville University
n Shippensburg University
Community College and Technical/Trade Schools
n Automotive Training Center
n Empire Beauty School
n Harrisburg Area Community College
n Pittsburgh Institute of Aeronautics
n Thaddeus Stevens College of Technology
n Universal Technical Institute
PA Private and Commonwealth Schools
n Alvernia University
n Bucknell University
n Cedar Crest College
n Central Penn College
n Delaware Valley University
n Dickinson College
n Elizabethtown College
n Franklin & Marshall College
n Geneva College
n Harcum College
n Harrisburg University of Science and Technology
n Lancaster Bible College
n Lebanon Valley College
n Messiah University
n Moore College of Art and Design
n Moravian College
n Muhlenberg College
n Pennsylvania College of Art & Design
n Pennsylvania College of Health Sciences
n Penn State University
n University of Pittsburgh
n Robert Morris University
n Rosemont College
n Seton Hill University
n Widener University
n Wilkes University
Out-of-State Schools
n University of Alabama
n Becker College
n Fairmont State University
n James Madison University
n McDaniel College
n Old Dominion University
n Salisbury University
n Stevenson University
n Towson University
n University of Virginia
n Virginia Tech
n West Virginia University
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GREAT
CAREERS

Start Here
For more than 135 years, Central Penn College
has been a leader in career education. Our
graduates consistently land jobs in their
chosen fields.
Launch your future by choosing from our 30+
career-focused programs…

Degree Programs
Business, Accounting and I.T.
Paralegal, Legal Studies, Criminal
Justice and Homeland Security
Communications, Management
and Marketing
Healthcare
- Physical Therapist Assistant
- Occupational Therapy Assistant
- Medical Assisting
- Health Science
- Healthcare Management

Certificate Programs
Entrepreneurship & Small Business
Medical Assisting Diploma Program
Medical Billing & Coding
Phlebotomy Technician

Join us during

FALL
OPEN
HOUSE
Nov. 11 or 14
centralpenn.edu
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L E A D TO G E T H E R

Leadership and Organizational Management Degree

AVIATION CONCENTRATION

Learn more at:
emu.edu/aviation
IN COLLABORATION WITH AEROTECH SERVICES, INCORPORATED
LANCASTER, PA
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College admissions counselors look
for more than just good grades
ASHLEY STALNECKER
FOR LNP | LANCASTERONLINE

While academic success is helpful when applying to colleges, admissions counselors are looking for a well-rounded student that has pursued their passions and done their research
on the college.
A student needs to show that they can succeed at their
prospective college and that will require a fair bit of introspection, Elizabeth Ziegler, college and career counselor
for Manheim Township High
School, says. Students need to
know themselves, where their
strengths lie and what they can
improve on, Denise Hall, school
counselor for Manheim Township, adds.
“I think it’s really compelling
to universities because it shows
them like, ‘Wow, I know that
they’re going to be a great alumni, because they already know
what they’re good at,’ ” Hall says.
Involvement in clubs, sports
and volunteering can show colleges that a student will be active
and contribute to the college
outside of academics.
“Not only are you looking at
someone who can succeed academically, you’re also looking at
someone that’s going to succeed
and add value to all the external
things that are happening on
that campus,” Brian Hazlett, vice
president for student affairs and enrollment management at
Millersville University, says. “Ultimately those students that
engage with the campus are the ones that ultimately stay and
ultimately typically succeed and graduate on time.”
Yet, students should not take this as having to pack a resume
with dozens of activities, Ziegler says. If a student can demonstrate leadership and initiative in a few activities instead, that
will be beneficial on a college application.
“Passionate involvement in a few activities is preferable,”
Ziegler says.
Colleges aren’t just looking for academic skills but soft
skills, Maya Bard, guidance counselor for Lampeter-Strasburg high school, says. Due to increasing technology usage,
Bard says students may be lacking in important soft skills like
face-to-face interaction not just with peers but with teach6 • COLLEGE NIGHT 2020

ers and instructors. Students should also be able to show that
they have employability skills like time management, setting
and achieving goals, and reliability.
Interaction with an institution and its admission counselors will show a college that a student is truly interested and
committed to that institution. When colleges send out texts,
emails or letters to a student, a student can show their interest in the college by responding, says Lena Poff, admissions
counselor for Lancaster Bible College.

GETTY IMAGES

An essential form of interaction with the institution is the
college application essay. Lukman Arsalan, director of admissions for Franklin & Marshall College, says in a response that
students should show their story rather than tell it. Colleges
are looking for how a student can write in an academic setting.
Bard says it’s really about showing the college “how you’ve
taken initiative to seek experiences and opportunities to further yourself or to kind of better yourself in certain areas.”
Hazlett emphasizes that a lot of colleges are taking a more
holistic view when evaluating applicants. This increases the
value of the college essay.
“It’s important for students to try to step outside of their
comfort zone when they write their essay and to really think
of topics and think of ideas that are creative,” Hazlett says.
LANCASTER, PA

Lancaster county

career & technoLogy center
Practical
Nursing

Commercial
Truck Driving

aduLt education

The Lancaster County Career & Technology Center offers a variety
of programs to train adults for some of the most in-demand careers
in today’s workforce. There is a distinct need for skilled workers
throughout the country. YOU can
fill that job gap. The Lancaster
County CTC can help you qualify for
these essential jobs.
The LCCTC also offers Associate
Degrees programs in Dental
Hygiene, Veterinary Tech., and
Automotive Tech. Our instructors
have industry experience and know
the ins-and-outs of the trades.
Classes are affordable and many are
eligible for financial assistance.
Why wait? Start your new
professional life TODAY!

Dental
Hygiene

www.LancasterCTC.edu/adulteducation

Welding

LANCASTER, PA

Veterinary
Technology

Automotive
Technology
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Get early jump on the financial aid process
ASHLEY STALNECKER
FOR LNP | LANCASTERONLINE

With the unemployment rate in Lancaster County up to 8%
in August, twice as much as the rate in March, it’s no surprise
that families sending a student to college in the next few years might be a bit
more strapped for money than usual.
A few financial aid counselors from
Lancaster County colleges weighed in
on the steps students facing financial
hardship can take to afford college.
Even if a family’s situation has
changed dramatically in the last year,
families should still fill out the Free
Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) using their tax information
from 2019. It’s the foundation for how
college’s will determine financial aid eligibility.
The form opened Oct. 1 and students planning to attend
college in the 2021-22 school year should have it submitted
by June 30, 2022. Karen Fox, director of financial aid for Lancaster Bible College, suggests submitting the FAFSA as early
as possible.
Starting early is the key for getting the financials of the col-

lege application process in order.
“If they know they’ve had changing circumstances, they
shouldn’t wait until they’re admitted or they should not wait
until they get the financial aid package,” Clarke Paine, director of financial aid for Franklin & Marshall College, says.
By that point, the college may not have the funding to make
changes to the student’s financial aid package.
Before a student even applies for college, it may also benefit
the family to discuss their financial situation and how that
will impact the college search.
“I always stress with families in my presentations that the
parents should be talking with the student,” Paine says. “This
is really a conversation so that it should not be occurring in
the senior year, it should be occurring much sooner.”
Communication with the prospective school’s financial aid
office should happen during the application process, after admittance and throughout the college experience.
“If there’s anybody on campus you need to just be open and
just tell us the whole story with, it’s us,” says Dwight Horsey,
associate vice president of student financial services at Millersville University.
Calling the financial aid office can help families ascertain
the school’s process for a change in finances that would not
FINANCES, page 13

Free
SAT/ACT
Assessment Exam
Is your child getting ready for the SAT or ACT? College Applications? We've got you covered.
Our College and Test Prep programs are custom built for each student and their college goals.
Our Prep programs have helped hundreds of students:
★ Achieve success,attain their college goals and receive
well- earned recognition and scholarships from top schools.
★ Improve SAT scores from 100-300 points.
★ Master effective study skills and test taking strategies
★ Work from actual College Board exams and gain confidence
in the SAT/ACT format.
★ Receive individualized instruction and expertise from certified teachers.
★ Discounted school rates and packages available. No contracts.
★ Flexible and appointment based scheduling. SAT/ACT programs
are available year round.

SAT/ACT TEST PREP & REVIEW
A fast track course to help review and practice key concepts in math,
evidence based reading,test skills and strategies.
Choose 4 or 8 two-hour sessions. Weekday and weekend sessions available.

SAT/ACT TEST PRACTICE TEST & STRATEGIES
A full SAT/ACT practice test & 2 individualized review session in Reading and Math
Available online or at Lamplight Learning Center.

COMMON APPLICATION & COLLEGE WRITING WORKSHOP
In these 3 two-hour writing-sessions, your child will be one step closer
to completing the college application process, finalizing their college essay
and preparing for college interviews.

Call 717-945-6157 for more info or to schedule.
1560 Lititz Pike, Lancaster • 717-945-6157 • lamplightlearning.com
100% EFFECTIVE-PROVEN RESULTS
Custom built sessions to help your child achieve their college goals from start to finish!
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WE OFFER BOTH IN-PERSON
& VIRTUAL SESSIONS!
LANCASTER, PA

NEW
ENGINEERING
PROGRAMS

ALVERNIA
RANKS AMONG

2021

BEST REGIONAL
UNIVERSITIES

*U.S. News and World Report

Lead the pack
READING, PA

|

ALVERNIA .EDU

EXPERIENTIAL
OPPORTUNITIES

FOR

CAREER
READINESS

HIGH
DEMAND
MARKET DRIVEN

PROGRAMS

LANCASTER, PA
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How to write a college essay that stands out
MARGARET GATES
CUSTOM CONTENT EDITOR

High school grades. SAT scores. Extracurricular activities.
Community service. Letters of recommendation. They are all
factors that can play a role in college admissions. But there’s
something else that can be just as important.
“When a student says, what is the one thing I should really
focus on, the essay is my go-to,” says Kevin Dyer, senior assistant dean of admission at Franklin & Marshall College.
Dyer and Adam Smith, senior director of admissions at
Elizabethtown College, offer these tips for writing an essay
that will stand out:
— Write something about yourself that isn’t identifiable or visible in your application. “Think about the qualities that make you unique or what sets you apart from your
peers,” Smith writes. Adds Dyer, admissions counselors understand that not every student has had a life-changing experience or overcome an extreme hardship. “You don’t have to
have cured cancer or climbed Mount Kilimanjaro to write a
good essay,” he says.
— Have others proofread your essay. One or two typos is
not the end of the world, Dyer says, but more than that is too
much.
— Let your personality show through. “We’re looking for

a sense of uniqueness and identity,” Dyer says. Smith encourages students to be authentic and not simply write what they
think others want to hear.
— Choose the right topic. “Share issues you’re passionate
about as a young adult or how a service project or volunteerism changed your life,” Smith writes. It can be something as
simple as describing a really cool encounter you had on a nature walk, Dyer says. “Interest breeds interest.”
— Show don’t tell. Do be specific. Talk about specific incidents or areas of interest, Dyer says.
— Use your word count wisely. “Keep in mind, admissions counselors are reading essays every day, and to stand
out does not mean you have to write a novel,” Smith writes.
— Don’t write about winning the big game. “Winning a
game or hitting a note in a choir performance is an incredible
feat,” Smith writes. “But what is more worthy of your time is
sharing how you got to that point.”
— Don’t choose a topic that’s too broad. Stay away from
topics, such as world hunger, that are too big to cover within
the context of a college essay.
— Avoid the ‘grandma essay.’ Applicants sometimes write
about someone who has been impactful in their lives, but do
not spend enough time talking about themselves. Share your
outlook and why that person is important to you, Dyer says.

the
creative
life

With the personal hands-on guidance
from our faculty of working artists,
you’ll learn to harness your creativity
into your career. Start your journey
at PCA&D.

BFA

MAJORS

Animation&GameArt
FineArt
GraphicDesign
Illustration
LiveEntertainment&ExperienceDesign*
Photography&Video

pcad.edu
*Under review for NASAD accreditation
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Cosmetology • Esthetics
Massage Therapy • Nail Technology
Job placement assistance provided to all graduates.
Financial aid available for those who qualify.

Call about our scholarships!

Where Beauty & Wellness Meet

For a complete list of services and hours visit us
at www.lancasterschoolofcosmetology.com

50 Ranck Avenue • Lancaster, Pa | 717.299.0200
LANCASTER, PA
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EXPERIENCE THE

At Bloomsburg University, we
believe opportunity belongs to those
ready to work for it and unafraid to
do something great with it.
Visit us in person or online and discover
why employers value a Bloom degree
— and the person who earns it.

BU is SAT/ACT test optional.
Future Huskies: You can now submit
an admission application faster!
®
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Finances
be included in the FAFSA.
Fox says many schools, particularly private schools, will
be able to re-process the FAFSA based on the current year’s
projected income if the family is experiencing a job loss. After
contacting the financial aid office, the family can fill out a special circumstance or reduction of income form.
Families should provide as much documentation as possible when asking the college to give more financial aid, such
as unemployment statements or a letter of job termination.
If the student is not satisfied with their financial aid package, they can also appeal to the school’s financial aid office for
more funding. When detailing additional needs for funding,
students should provide as much documentation to back up
their argument as possible.
Students should also pay attention to scholarships they
can apply for outside of a prospective college. Fox says fall is
a good time to search for scholarships in the community because many of them have fall deadlines.
Most importantly, financial aid conversations should not
end after a student’s first year in college, Horsey says.
“There’s actually more resources available to students after their freshman year than there are during their freshman
year but most people don’t come back and talk to us after
freshman year,” Horsey says.

Discover The Possibilities at Reading
Hospital School of Health Sciences
Whether you are just beginning to consider a career
in healthcare or are ready to apply, attend our
Program Discovery events to learn more about:
n

Nursing, Emergency Medical Services

n

Medical Imaging, Diagnostic Medical Sonography

n

Surgical Technology Program

For a schedule of upcoming Program Discovery
events or for more information about Reading
Hospital School of Health Sciences, visit
RHSchoolofHealthSciences.org

LANCASTER, PA
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Live your best life.
At Elizabethtown College, we combine the
most sought-after pre-professional programs
with high impact experiences including research
projects, internships, and cross-cultural study.
It’s a holistic education that will make you
exceptional in whatever profession you choose!

Visit Etown

Through our visit opportunities,
you’ll meet with one of our
Admissions Counselors to learn
about Etown and how much
you may be eligible to earn
through our Merit Scholarships.

At Lycoming, we’re
uniquely geared toward
bringing your future into
focus. In fact, 98.3% of
graduates are employed
or in grad school within
6-12 months.
Here, you can get
your hands on the

CAMPUS TOURS
SATURDAY INFO
SESSIONS
VIRTUAL
OPEN HOUSE

APPLY
TODAY!

etown.edu

The possibilities
are ENDLESS,
so go ahead:

THINK DEEPLY.

ACT BOLDLY.
Join us for an in-person
or virtual visit this fall:
www.lycoming.edu/visit

liberal arts—digging,
researching, building,
discovering, interning,
traveling, and creating.
You can craft a
customized degree
tailored to your unique
interests and career
goals.
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WILLIAMSPORT, PENNSYLVANIA

LANCASTER, PA

Thaddeus Stevens
College of Technology
Choose from over 20 technical majors, and you’ll
be immersed in daily, hands-on learning taught
by industry experts in a work-like environment.
You’ll collaborate with other students, faculty, and
industry mentors in the college’s unique block
schedule that gives you valuable, real-world skills
and a College degree - in just two years.

LANCASTER, PA

Virtual

OPEN
HOUSE
November 14
StevensCollege.edu/OpenHouse
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BE A MARAUDER.
YOUR DEGREE WILL
SET YOU UP FOR
A LIFETIME OF SUCCESS.
» APPLY NOW! «

millersville.edu/apply
Millersville University is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action institution. A member of the Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education. 8144-UCM-1020-JC
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