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o celebrate 225 years of Lancaster newspapers, we present this week-
ly series of 52 front pages from throughout our history. Many feature 
events that would shape the course of world history. Some feature 
events of great local importance. Still others simply provide windows 
into the long-ago lives of Lancaster County residents. Make sure to 
check in every week, and enjoy this trip through time with LNP.
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These were just some of the words 
used by Lancaster County residents 
July 21, 1969, less than a day after two 
Americans landed a lunar module on 

the moon for the first time.
Some had stayed up all night watching TV. 
Others waited until the morning to find out 
what had transpired.
For all, the moment seemed like a trance as 
they experienced a true landmark in human 
history. Those who saw it live witnessed 
astronauts Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin 
take their first steps onto the moon’s surface 
at 10:56 p.m. July 20.
“It just doesn’t seem possible that there are 
two men up there. I just don’t know what 
else to say,” Fruitville Pike resident Evelyn 
Bowman said to the Intelligencer Journal.
“I believe what I’m seeing,” Frank Burns 
exclaimed to the Lancaster New Era. “But I 
simply don’t comprehend it.”
Like most residents on that Sunday evening, 
Burns had watched TV with his family 
at home, basking in the glow of human 

achievement. To prepare for their late night, 
the Burns children, Ann Marie and Peter 
Thomas, had taken naps earlier in the day. 
And although she and her brother were still 
tired, Ann Marie spotted Armstrong as he 
descended the lunar ladder’s steps. 

“There he is!” she exclaimed, startling her family.

So many people were inside their homes that 
night that the streets of Lancaster were eerily 
empty. From 4 p.m. Sunday to 4 a.m. Monday, 
police did not report any arrests.

Suzanne Stahl, the evening supervisor at St. 
Joseph Hospital, reported that nearly every 
television set in the hospital was tuned to the 
moon landing. At the Host Farm Motel (then 
at 30 Keller Ave., now demolished), a Brigitte 
Bardot movie was stopped after the first reel 
so the audience could switch to watching 
Armstrong and Aldrin. After the pair’s first 
steps were shown, the movie was continued.

Not every Lancaster resident was jazzed 
about the moon landing, however. 

“It’s very nice and interesting to watch, but 
I’m a little old to get excited over things like 

that anymore,” 74-year-old Edna Mull said to 
the Daily Intelligencer.

Some, such as bus dispatcher Charlie Reynolds, 
said the event had invigorated him enough to 
want to volunteer to go to the stars.

“Sure, I’ll go for a ride. I was in the Air Force 
for 14 years, why not?” Reynolds said. “This 
is something people used to talk about 10, 15 
years ago, and now it’s coming true.”

While city and state employees enjoyed 
Monday off thanks to the moon landing, 
most folks had to wipe the stardust out of 
their eyes and head to work. And many went 
knowing they had joined 500 million people 
in watching two of their own go farther than 
most could have ever imagined. Might future 
treks be possible?

“We’re going to Mars next,” said Don Burcher, 
who had hung a sign proclaiming “We’re on: 
Moon or Bust!” at his filling station, shown on 
the page above. “It would take 10 years to send 
someone there. They’d have to send someone 
young, so we’d be sure he’s alive when he 
comes back,” Burcher said with a chuckle.
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