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o celebrate 225 years of Lancaster newspapers, we present this week-
ly series of 52 front pages from throughout our history. Many feature 
events that would shape the course of world history. Some feature 
events of great local importance. Still others simply provide windows 
into the long-ago lives of Lancaster County residents. Make sure to 
check in every week, and enjoy this trip through time with LNP.

SHARE YOUR 
LNP MEMORIES
The newspaper has been a part 
of the fabric of life in Lancaster 
County since 1794, when the 
Lancaster Journal started 
publishing in a tavern at the 
site of the current LNP offices. 
What were some of your 
favorite stories and features 
over the years? Were you a 
newspaper carrier? Did you 
appear in a story? Share your 
memories with us by sending 
email to LNP225@lnpnews.
com. We hope to use as many 
stories as possible in future 
editions of the newspaper and 
LancasterOnline.

SUBSCRIBER BONUS
In what was perhaps one 
of the first occasions of a 
newspaper offering 
supplemental content to 

inquisitive readers, the Examiner & 
Herald offers a “semi-weekly 
telegraph” dedicated solely to 
reports from the Pennsylvania 
Legislature. At $3 for the whole 
year, that’s quite the steal. The 
paper promises a “coming session 
[that] will be looked to with much 
interest.” The topics at hand? 
Reforming the currency and 
“banishing shinplasters from 
circulation.” So, in essence, the 
paper was asking for money so 
people could read about money.

INFORMATION 
WANTED

Long before Amber Alerts, 
the only way to help find 
information on a missing 
child in the 1830s was to 

place a newspaper advertisement 
and hope for the best. In this 
edition, a young boy named 
William Baldwin had left his 
parents’ home in Cumberland 
County for a “short journey” and 
never returned. Jane Baldwin, the 
woman who wrote to the paper 
and is presumably his mother, 
feared that some accident had 
befallen him.

PANIC OF 1837
Though it is not mentioned 
explicitly on these pages, 
the United States in 1837 
was dealing with the worst 

financial catastrophe up to that 
point in history. Deemed “the 
Panic of 1837,” this depression 
lasted a full six years, into 1843. 
Triggered by economic problems 
in Britain, failing wheat crops and 
a variety of other speculator 
concerns, the Panic lead to 
shuttered financial institutions 
across the country. Then-
President Martin Van Buren felt a 
large brunt of the blame, as his 
role as Andrew Jackson’s vice 
president and single term in office 
coincided with the upheaval.


