B18 « Lancasier Faming, Saberday, Manch T 2025

v kancasterarming con

I T
' ne Lén

ite: centerfordairyexcell

e
1 "y,

Sray -, a0

] 5
.
LN

-
LT
¥

DAIRY PRODUCERS INVITED TO FREE ON-FARM
ANIMAL CARE WORKSHOPS THIS SPRING

Editor"s Note: This is part af a bi-monrhly series of imely articles and informarion, from the Cenrer
Jor Dairy Excellence, a non-profir organization focused om strengthening Pennsylvania = dairy induzny.

HARRISBURG, PA — As you au.d your dairy team work to enhanes efffciancy and cow comafort, wa hope
vou'll jom us at ene of fve animal care wcu.k;]mps happenmg on dairy fanms across the state thos spring. The
workshops will be held directly on the farm for hands-on traimine. Hosted by the Center for Da.]n
Excellenca, PA Beef Council, the Professicnal Dairy Managers of Fem11|ama "PD}:IF,I and Pemn Stata
Extension, the first workshop will be held on March 31 in Lancaster County. Thase worksheps are offered at
no cost to help you boost your skills m key amimal welfare aveas to meet Wational FARM compliance

These 1.m:.’rcs]m;:-: are far dairy farm owners and/or their employees. You will rotate thwough four
hands-on stations that satisfy the FARM requirements for the followms trainmg areas:

*  Cull Cow Decisions, Down Cows and Tranzition Cows

*  Animal Handling, Stewardship and Meat Quality Issues - 4ffer a
pinsical demensivation, participants can get in the pen and practice
animal handling skills.

*  Dwstocia - Practice hands-on
calving model from Pevn Stare.

skills relared to dystocia with a

*  Farm Safety - Nor just another farm sqfery talk, but a walk-through
af the farm and a conversation about sqfety do's and dent’s.

Adfter rotating through the four traimng areas of the FAEM program, youll get a phiysical certificate that
vou can save In vour files fo show your commmitment to FARM standards. The fres workshops are 1deal for
both English and Spanish-spezking employess, and hinch iz nchuded.

Find a date and location mear you: March 31 (Laneaster County), Aprl 2 (Barks County), Apnl 9
(Centre Countv), April 21 (Franklin County), and Apnl 28 (Scmerset County). To sizn up for a werkshop,
vizit wanw centerfordamrvexcellance organimal-care, sean the QF code sbove, or eall 717-346-0845.

TRANSITION WORKSHOP FOR DAIRY
FARM FAMILIES ON MARCH 24

Mo matter what situation or stage youte m, 1t’s
never too early or foo late to start ﬂmlu.ug about
“passmg the torch” and finding someone m lme fo
transition ownership of your dairy business. Dairy
farm fanulies are mvjted to the “Passmg the Torch™
Tramsiton Planmmz Workshop happening on March
24 in Union Cnunh', Pa., hosted by Penn State
Extension and the Center for Dany Excellence. Wisit
wanw. centerfordairvexcellence orzevents to sign up.

Dt v
ound dhe fabis.

PASSING THE TORCH
TRAMSITION PLANNING
WORKSHOP

THREE GRANT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR PA DAIRY PRODUCERS

The Center for Dairy Excellence leverages
fimds provided tdwough the Commonwealth of
Pemmeylvaniz and the PA Dairvimen's Aszociation to
provide the following grant opportmities to daiy
producers. Tzke advantage of one of these
opporhmities on your dairy operation this spring:

1. Dairy Innovation Gramts. Are vou looking
to mvest In an activity momtormg system for your
danvy operation to improve herd health and
reproduction efficiency” The Center i3 accepiing
pre-zpplications for Dany Immovation Grants to
fumd this technology. Pra-applications are due by
March 13, Due to the natwre of this process, there
will not be any fimding awarded unlass the Cemer’s
application 1= approved with the PA Dapt.
Apgriculture.

1. Dairy Decisions Consultants {DD(::I
Gramts. The DDC progam pronides dairy fam
families with one-on-one professional chsl.llting
rescurces to help make decisions that will shape the
fehwe of vowr farm in ome of seven key aveas.
Famms can receive up to 54,500 m fimds to work
with a consultant. First-come, first-served fimding.

3. Team Program Grants. If vou'rs lockmg to
creatz a transifion plan or plan a major business
transformation on your dairy, the Center's On-Farm
Team Grant Program can help you establish
on-farm teams and take advantage of professional
consulting resources to make str:mag'u:: decisions at
the farm lavel Faims ean recerve up to $3.500 to
cover feam expenses Firstcome, firsi-served
fimding.

Vst woww.centerfordatrvexcellence org to leam
more about each mant and appl} online. If you have
questions, comtact Melis=a Anderson at 717-T83-
0295 or m@d&ﬁqmjgﬂﬂf@;ﬂm%@eﬂ&ma OIE.
She can help you determine wluich grant best fits
your goals for your dany operation.

LEARN HOW TO CALCULATE YOUR DAIRY’S BIOLOGICAL & ECONOMIC HEALTH

Pennsylvania Dairy Industry January January Change Target about biclozy. Healthy farms are about
Performance Scorecard Summary 2025 2026 fromLast | Range g Tou =need both In ow
Year rofecting Your Profits™ webinar on March
20 titled “The _’lfsz?'wg .-‘Lfe_m'a.' .Htm' to
Milk Cows 465,000 cows 454,000 cows - 2.4% i il et e o
Total Monthly Milk Production 842mil. Ibs. 817 mil. Ibs. -3.0% o Do ikl Ol
Wholesale Milk Price $2470/cwt.  $17.50 fcwt. - 20.1% . o1
. health of your cows, neludmg fraadom from

PA Daily Feed Costs s L 7 :
(cost of com, soybean & hay at 100 Ibs. $7.99/cwt.  $8.35/ cwt. +4.5% feees, Rngy . Do R emo:
milk) viakality, productivity & cost efficiancy. It's
Ay 1 logically s
Milk Margin (IOFC @ 100% of Milk) $18.53/cwt.  $13.43/cwt. - 20.1% e e
S s s g lamenass, sickness or thinness. Economyically
ing 0. Herd Production A wunhealthy cows are harder to find. To truly
Poiv 2—m 23,796Ibs. 23,818 Ibs. +0.1% | e e e e
. nead to know youwr metrics, meludng cost of
Average Somatic Cell Count 185,910 175,500 -5.6% <150,000 producton and profit margins, When you
9% Herds less than 200,000 SCC 66.5% 700%  +52% sl i e
Average Days in Milk 178 Days 174 Days GEPET WNHi| T Il et holh o mad
Average Age at First Calving 249 months  24.9 months 0I%| 2124 mp.| Poroemes, opeion] fﬁj‘*“f,;:j:”;;ﬂ
webinar, leam how to balance both sidas of
Average Days to First Service 86 Days 87 Days +1.2% =<=80days the biclogical and economic health equation;
how ratios demonstiate the aconomic health
Average Pregnancy Rate 15.5% 15.3% -2.8% >20%  of yvour fam and practical ways to balance

HARFRISBURG, PA. — Healthw cows are

strong milk produetion with strong economie

Visit us at centerfordairyexcellence.org or call 717-346-0849.

Sign up for our email list at www.centerfordairyexcellence.org/newsletter

health, so you have the right formula to
make a good product and take good care of
your cows, employees, and environment

Visit www.centerfordairvexcellance org/
events to leam more and jom the webmar on
Friday, March 20 at 12 p.m.




