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Rising Diesel Costs Are Hitting
Farmers Hard During Harvest

production costs for thess thres
creps in 2025,

A recent Farm Bureau analysis
demiled the gobal supply
disruptions and tight: fuel
markets behind the increase in
diesel prices. For farmers, the
effects show up directly in the
cost of operating aquipiment
ard irdirecty through higher

ransportation costs,

Toillustrate the direct farme
level irmgact, Farm Bureu
madeded fusl costs across
several represantative row crop
and specialty crop farms. For
each crop, the model combines
average acres per farm from the
2023 Census of Agriculune with
cropespecific dieselse estimanes
drawn fram university Extension
budpets and production studies.
Thae estimared seasonal fusd use
is then multplied by the change
in the LS. farm diesel price,
which increased fram $3.01 per
gallon in Seprember 2025 1o
5561 per gallon in Seprember
26, a gain of $LE0 per gallon.
This analysis uses the linois farm
diesel price reported by USDA
AMS, Regional differences in fuel
pricas may result in higher costs
Ior producers in ather parts of
the country.

The results show how a diesel
fuel price increase can impact

farmers differenty during harvest.
Per cur analysis, the average
corn farm covers 279 sores and
wses an estimaned 307 gallons of
diesel par acre (for all harvest.
retated sctivides), resulting in
B57 gallons of diesel used owver
the fall harvest period. At the
$160-par-pallon price increase,
that adds reughly $1,227 to the
farm's diesad bill.

The irmpace also differs on a
per-acre basis ¥With a $1.60-per.
gallon increase in diesel prices,
Farm Bureau estimares sdditional
diesel costs of aboue $3.56 per
acre for soybeans, $7.98 for
corn, $5.28 for cattor, and $14
for rice. For farmers planting a
winber wheat crop this fill, the
moded projects an additional
$150 per acre in diesel costs.

Spedialey crop firmers [ikewise
face drastic price increases
during harvest. Farm Bureau
projects that a $L60-per-

gallan increase in diesel prices
contributes £ an estimated
$18.23 per acre increase in
harvest diesel costs for potatoes,
$18.67 for almonds, and a
staggering $57.59 per acre for
apple growers, These harvest
cost increases for 2026 arrive in
the afterrmath of historically high

Flexibility During Harvest

For fsrmers and ranchers, diesel
is essential input that annot be
skipped when crops are ready
i harvese, livestock nesd o

be maved, ar products need o
reach their intended market.
Farm Bureaw analysis shows
that a §L60-pergallan increase
can transltite inte thousands of
dolltars in sdditional harvest fuel
costs alone depending on the
crep and production system.

With those costs rising,
policymakers are lacking for
ways B provide imemediate relied
by reduding the i burden on
dimzel| and giving states preater
fleibilicy to respond oo lacl
conditions. Ternporary dyesd
diese| exemptions are cne woal,
but broader flexibility around
state and federal fuel toems could
provide more direct relisf o
farmers and ranchers during
periods of wusually high fuel
(== - %

Registration Is Now Open For PFB’s
2026 Annual Meeting In Hershey

Register now po attend Pennsylvania Farm
Bureau's Téth Anmual Mesting, Join us as we

eelebrate our 2026 accomplishments, hanar

fellew Farrm Bureau rembers, establish rew Farm
Bureau palicy, and elect leadership for 20271

Register before October 2Tth to atend the
Women's Leadership Committme Luncheon,

plocom AMIé

Opening Session, or the Annual Banguet

‘When: Thiz year's Anpual Meeting will take place
frem Sunday Mev. 15 through Toesday, Mav. 17

Where: Annual Meeting will be returning to The
Hershey Lodge in Hershey, BA this year.

How to r-ght-r—_ Learn more and register at

Sand County Foundation
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Experience our
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www.pfb.com
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Announces Pennsylvania
Leopold Finalists For 2026

The Sand Ceunty Foundation
hasz announced three finalists for
the 2026 Pannsylvania Lecpold
Conservation Avward.

The Leapald Award, named after
renawned conservationise Aldo
Leapold award honors farmers and
foresdand owners who go above
and beyond in their management
al zoil health, water qualicy and
wildlile habitat on working land.

Pennsylvania Farm Bureau parmers
with the Sand County Foundation
each year to present this award

o the most deserving armer in
Pennsylvania.

This year's finalists are:

Maple Valley Cattle Company
in Somerset County. Operated
by Mike, Armanda, and Evelyn
Butzerfield. this beefl cperaticn
utilizes rotational grazing, cover
crops, and pest management
strategies,

Spiral Path Farm in Perry
County. This organic produce farm
implements crop rotitons, cower
cropping, reduced tillage practices,
and compost utilization.

Willow Run Farmstead in
Barks lerrl'.'[. On her 75 acre
beef farm, Deanne Weber employs
rotational grazing and forested
riprarian buffers to support strong
sail health and water qualiey.

Help Lead Pennsylvania

Agriculture

Farm Bureau is an organization representing farm families
engaged in all types of agriculture — from farms of every
size and commedity. to craft breweries, to farm-to-table
restaurants and agritourism experiences.

Pennsyhvania Farm Bureau is the state’s largest farm organization. representing farms of every size and commodity across Pennsylvania. PFB advocates
policies that protect the right o farm and improve farmers’ bottom line while growing the public’s understanding of agriculture through educational

outreach. PFB members experience our value in action through the opportunity to shape our advocacy apenda, valuable services and discounts, and
programs to develop leaders in Pennsylvania agriculture. Learn more and join at www.pfb.com/members.




