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Commercial & Industrial Auctioneers

ASA Machinery & Equipment Appraisers

Business Liquidations

Bankruptcies � Real Estate

1825 E. Boston Street, Philadelphia, PA 19125-1296
(215) 634-2500 - auctions@comly.com

COMLY.COM

SMITHAUCTIONEERS, LLC
Bradley K. Smith
GRI, CRS, CAI, AARE

Carl H. (Chuck) Smith
Over 52 years of experience in

REAL ESTATE,
FARMS, ESTATES, &

GENERAL CONSIGNMENTS

Multi-Million dollar producers at your site or ours.
We also travel. Very competitive commission rates.

1890 Delta Rd. Brogue, PA 17309 (York Co.)
Phone: (717) 927-6949 Fax: (717) 927-6852

smithauctioneers@comcast.net

Working in the Present, Looking to the Future
Anne Harnish

Food and Family Features Editor

Auctioneer Jeff Pennington is busy these days, pandemic or 
not. He’s in his second year of leading the Pennsylvania Auction-
eers Association, as its president, as well as running his own Jeff 
Pennington Auction Service in western Pennsylvania.

It’s been an unusual year with serious challenges to any busi-
ness. A pandemic was declared in mid-March this year, and with 
infections from COVID-19 spreading like wildfire when groups 
of people gathered, the governors of many states, including 
Pennsylvania, closed all non-essential businesses temporarily. 
States laid out guidelines for when and how businesses could 
gradually reopen, and gave stay-at-home orders to Americans, 
a situation that continues to affect the nation. The shutdowns 
included auctions, which have been affected by the uncertainty. 

Jeff took some time out recently to talk about the auction 
industry in the state. His outlook is a positive one.

“The auction industry is strong,” Pennington said, “and some-
times we have to handle unfortunate situations. Part of what we 
do is move merchandise (and that still goes on).”

Despite the pandemic, Pennington said his own auctioneering 
“business is pretty much the same as in past years.”

One key to that was switching his auction business to online. 
Like many other auctioneers who dabbled a bit in online sales 
previously, Pennington took a large share of his business (but not 
all of it) to the internet when the pandemic hit.

“It’s an industry-wide change,” he said about auctioneers 
going online. “It started in the last three, four, five years. The 
industry has been going that direction.”

Going online eliminates live auction crowds and puts all bid-

ding and payments online using special auction software.
“The days of collecting money right on the spot (at a live auc-

tion) are over,” Pennington said.
With the internet, the good news is that auctioneers can reach 

larger audiences — nationally and internationally. Pennington 
noticed other advantages, too: “Prices are good. Antiques of all 
kinds are making a resurgence. ... It’s been an interesting spring.”

When some spring auctions held online by Pennington 
brought in higher prices than he had experienced pre-pandemic, 
at first he was concerned that people weren’t understanding 
how to do online bidding. He conferred with other auctioneers 
and found they were experiencing the same phenomenon. They 
speculated that it may have something to do with COVID-19 
keeping people at home with nothing to do but go online. With 
the nation “closed down,” shopping online, bidding and hav-
ing packages delivered to one’s home is an activity that people 
fraught with cabin fever can still do.

Pennington still prefers live auctions, but said “when it comes 
to business, you have to do what you have to do. ... I’m not ad-
vocating for online auctions. I just see it as one tool. We have not 
switched to 100% online.”

The biggest problem online, he said, is with “intermittent non-
paying bidders,” who don’t follow through to pay for an item. 
“It’s a lost sale, and creates a headache,” he added.

Pennington’s advice going forward? Online, he said, you still 
interact with people, and auctioneers must maintain professional-
ism, and respect for buyers and sellers. It all goes back to posi-
tive customer experiences, he said, and these days “customers 
have many choices.”
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Knights Reopen Cattle Auction
REBECCA PIZMOHT

More KNIGHT, page E8

e07adfs-082920_1.pdf   1 21-Aug-20   18:45:23



8 • 2020 Auctioneer Guide  Lancaster Farming 

Knight Continued from 7



2020 Auctioneer Guide  Lancaster Farming • 9 

Ag Mechanic 
Farms and  

Auctions, Too
TABITHA GOODLING

More PARKES, page E10



10 • 2020 Auctioneer Guide  Lancaster Farming 

Parkes Continued from 9

More PARKES, page E11
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Submitted photo
Furniture ready to be auctioned at Parkes Auctions &  
Appraisals.

didn’t throw out anything.”
Parkes also takes calls for strictly appraisals.
“People call and say they just want an estimate. So I ask, 

what’s it for? Are you trying to settle an estate? Is it for insurance 
purposes or are you going to have an auction?” he said.

He said he often has to explain that what the item is worth and 
the actual value of the item are very different.

For instance, if an individual looks up an item and sees it on 
eBay for $100, it does not mean it will bring $100 at auction. If 
there are plenty of these particular items available on the market, 
buyers at auction may not want to bid $100.

Parkes also started an event for the spring season at his auction 
house that is always well-attended. “The Man Sale,” as he named 
it, is an annual auction that is for men with cabin fever.

“It’s nothing but ‘guy stuff.’ We have as many as 30 consigners 
for one sale,” Parkes said. The merchandise includes tools, sports 
cards, auto items, etc.

The COVID-19 pandemic caused this year’s event to be can-
celed.

Because of the pandemic, Parkes has been “stacked deep” with 
auction rescheduling since June, he said.

Dealing with the demand is done strategically, which is how 
his business is always operating, he said. Parkes credits the suc-
cess of his auctioneering career to his farm experience.

“It’s about work ethic,” he said. “It’s about not quitting until 
the job is done. And don’t be surprised when there is a curve 
ball.”

Growing up on a farm also taught him to not make plans, “be-
cause that will be the day something breaks down,” he said.

And that is exactly how these recent months since COVID-19 
arrived have played out for the business. The “breakdown” was 
the pandemic shutdown in this case.

The Parkes system of doing the cleaning out has made the 
pandemic-related uncertainty a bit easier, he said. When the state 
allowed many businesses to partially reopen again in late spring 
after an initial slowdown of virus infections, the auction crew 
could go in and “get it done” without confusion or wondering 
what was sellable.

“We have everything laid out the way we want it. If things are 
out of order, we lose the flow of the sale,” he said.

The sales that had been scheduled for March took place in 
July. Parkes expects to be busy the rest of the year unless there is 
another COVID-19 shutdown, he said.

Tabitha Goodling is a freelance writer in central Pennsylvania.

Parkes Continued from E10
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Complete Auction Service
Specializing in

“AG”Related Auctions

Andrew Martin 717.532.5382
Shippensburg, PA

Nevin Martin 717.354.7186
East Earl, PA

Victor Martin 717.658.9930
Newville, PA

Gordon Martin 717.446.3123
Richfield, PA

Email: Info@
MartinsAuctionService.com
www.moreauctioninfo.com

Petroliana Collectible Sales  
Humming Along in High Gear

Dick Wanner

Staff Reporter

DENVER, Pa. — Would you pay 
$3,000 for an old, double, Esso gas pump 
in need of a bit of restoration?

Petroliana collectors go for everything 
related to the petroleum industry, such as 
gas stations — from 6-inch-high oilers 
with screw-on spouts to station signs 
costing tens of thousands of dollars at 
auction. Other collecting categories within 
petroliana include advertising, road maps 
and gas station giveaway gifts, which 
attracted customers to use one gas brand 
over another.

At a three-day petroliana sale held last 
October at Morphy Auctions in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, for instance, one 
item that stood out vividly were the glass 
globes that once perched on the tops of 
gas pumps.

The focus on globes may explain part 
of petroliana’s attraction — a sentimental 
look back to an earlier time when an il-
luminated glass globe was a beacon in the 
darkness for road-weary travelers looking 
for gas, food, rest, a break from driving, 

and a connection to people. The romance 
of the gas station was even captured in a 
1940 painting by famous artist Edward 
Hopper, titled “Gas,” now hanging in the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York. 
The painting captures the era, depicting a 
wood-frame gas station with three pumps, 
each topped by a glowing globe. There’s a 
gathering dusk in the picture, and a lonely 
country road. Hopper’s painting projects 
a melancholy side of the great American 
love story between men and their cars.

And it is mostly men buying petroliana, 
according to Morphy’s John Mihovetz, al-
though he said women are a growing fac-
tion of collectors. And, while the big-ticket 
items go mostly to older guys with money, 
Mihovetz sees growing participation by 
Millennials and Generation Y collectors, 
people ranging in age from 25 to 50 years 
old. That age group is definitely driving 
the market upward, he said.

Mihovetz, the automobilia and petro-
liana department expert at Morphy, puts 
together auctions of petroliana there twice 
a year. He said globes get a lot of interest, 
but that the highest-ticket items are gener-

ally the metal signs that serious collectors 
might hang in a specially built garage for a 
collection of luxury automobiles, for 

Photo by Dick Wanner
John Mihovetz heads up the automo-
bilia and petroliana department for 
Morphy Auctions in Denver, Pa.

More PETROLIANA, page E13
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Petroliana Continued from 12

More PETROLIANA, page E14
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Petroliana Continued from 13
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Antiques Dealers Reach Out During COVID
LINDA SARUBIN

More SARUBIN, page E16
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Sarubin Continued from 15

More SARUBIN, page E17
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Sarubin Continued from 16
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Vintage Vans With Lots Of Fans
VWs Have Never Stopped Being Collected

ART PETROSEMOLO

More VWS, page E19
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VWs Continued from 18

More VWS, page E22
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VWs Continued from 19

More VWS, page E36
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COVID-19 Boosts Online  
Sales for Two Pa. Auctioneers

Treasure-Seekers Enjoy ‘Box Lot’ Shopping
DICK WANNER

Treasured, Cheap Box Lots

More ONLINE, page E24
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Online Continued from 23

More ONLINE, page E25
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Dick Wanner reported on this story for Lancaster Farming. He 
can be reached at rwanner.eph@lnpnews.com. 

Online Continued from 25
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Antiques and Vintage Facebook Site 
Booms During Pandemic

TABITHA GOODLING

More FACEBOOK, page E27
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Facebook Continued from 26

More FACEBOOK, page E37
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Online Auctions Offer Bidders New Options
SUE BOWMAN

More OPTIONS, page E29
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Options Continued from 28

More OPTIONS, page E37
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Barbershop Collectibles Still Hot
PAUL POST

More BARBERSHOP, page E31
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Barbershop Continued from 30

More BARBERSHOP, page E32
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Barbershop Continued from 31

More BARBERSHOP, page E33
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Barbershop Continued from 32

More BARBERSHOP, 
page E38
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Antiques Investor Talks Business, Trends
SHELBY WATSON-HAMPTON

More TRENDS, page E35
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Trends Continued from 34



36 • 2020 Auctioneer Guide  Lancaster Farming 

VWs Continued from 22
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Facebook Continued from 27

Options Continued from 29
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Barbershop Continued from 33
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