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1. Davidson public 
workshop is Thursday
A “What’s Next Davidson?” workshop kicking 
o� the comprehensive plan process will be 
held 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, in the 
Lilly Family Gallery at the Chambers Building 
on the Davidson College campus. To sign up, 
visit www.whatsnextdavidson.com.  

2. Coal ash management
updates session Jan. 17
The N.C. Department of Environmental Quality 
will present an update on an evaluation of 
Marshall Steam Station coal ash storage facili-
ties at 6 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 17, at Sherrills Ford 
Elementary School, 8103 Sherrills Ford Road o� 
N.C. 150.

3. ‘Beyond Walls’ art
accepted through Feb. 6
The Cornelius PARC Department and the 
Cornelius Public Art Committee are accepting 
submissions for the 2019-20 “Beyond Walls” art 
exhibit. Selected works will be part of public 
displays from May through January. 
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About eight years ago, I worked part-time at 
Fleet Feet Sports in Birkdale Village to supple-
ment my journalist’s salary.

One day, a tall, dark-haired 
man wearing black-rimmed 
glasses and a closely cropped 
beard walked into the store. I 
introduced myself, and he did 
in turn.

“I’m J.D.,” he said as he 
shook my hand.

“Hey,” I replied. “That’s what 
folks have called me since I was 
a kid.”

We chatted while we went through the 
store’s thorough process for �tting a customer 
in the right pair of running shoes. I don’t recall 
what we talked about. What I do remember 

J.D. Gibbs: 1969-2019

J.D. Gibbs, left, laughs with his father, Joe Gibbs. J.D. Gibbs died Jan. 11 from complications 
caused by a neurological disorder.

NASCAR exec  
led with humility

‘He genuinely cared’
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(See GIBBS on page 3)

INSIDE:  He followed his father from football to racing
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