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26 Artisan Court | Gilford, NH 03249 | (603) 527-1887 | www.milesmarine.com

603-527-1887
We Specialize in Oversized Moves!

- Over 40 Years Experience
- Fully Licensed and Insured
- Local and Long Distance Hauling
- Hydraulic and Lowboy Trailers
- Recovery and Salvage

- Full Service Marina
- Mercruiser/Mercury, Volvo Penta, Yamaha
- Fiberglass Repair, Bottom Paint, Shrink Wrap
- Indoor and Outdoor Storage
- Detailing

JOE'S Detailing
Scheduled Washing • Waxing

Compounding • Bottom Washing

Family Owned  •  Fully Insured
Fast & Affordable

508-933-2331 (Cell)

MOBILE SHRINK 
WRAP 

Starting @ $15 ft.

Can you believe 
New Hampshire 
was once home to 

active volcanoes? The 
Lakes Region, particu-
larly the area surround-
ing Lake Winnipesaukee, 
is a landscape defined 
by its geological history. 
This history, spanning 
hundreds of millions of 
years, has been shaped 
by ancient seas, volcanic 
eruptions, and the pow-
erful forces of glaciation. 
These processes have left 
behind a region rich in 
unique features that tell 
the story of our region. 

Lake Winnipesaukee, the largest 
lake in New Hampshire, is the most 
dominant feature of our region. The 
lake's formation can be traced back 
to the last ice age, a period that 
began around 2.6 million years ago 

and lasted until approxi-
mately 12,000 years ago. 
During this time, much of 
North America, including 
what is now New Hamp-
shire, was covered by the 
Laurentide Ice Sheet. 
This massive sheet of ice, 
at its peak, was nearly a 
mile thick and extended 
across most of Canada 
and the northern United 
States. As the glacier 
moved, it scoured the 
landscape, carving out 
valleys, grinding down 
mountains, and deposit-
ing large amounts of sed-
iment in its wake.

As the last glacial period came to 
an end, the Laurentide Ice Sheet 
began to retreat. During this lengthy 
process, the glacier experienced 

By BREE ROSSITER
Lake Winnipesaukee Alliance

See next page

Forces that shaped Lake Winnipesaukee and the surrounding region

The formation of the Ossipee Mountains is the result of ancient volcanic activity, dating 
back approximately 90 million years. The circular shape of the range is known as a ring 
dike, a rare geological formation that occurs when magma from a volcano intrudes into 
the surrounding rock in a circular pattern. (Google Maps image)
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This stunning 2011 Chris-Craft 27 Motor Launch is ready for new adventures! 
Featuring a brand new 2024 383 MerCruiser stroker engine and luxurious 
upholstery replaced in 2022. Includes a three-sided weather enclosure, GPS, 
and a rumble pack. Perfect for stylish lake exploration with family and friends. 
Available for $76,000 with a new paint job, or $67,500 with the existing finish. 
Completely serviced trailer is also available for an additional $4,500.

Contact: Doug at captdouglasmeier@outlook.com

FOR SALE

2011 Chris-Craft 27 Motor Launch
Elegance & Performance on the Water

Lakes Region Boating

alternating phases of melting and 
deposition — scattering sand, clay, 
gravel and giant boulders. These 
materials, known as glacial till, were 
left unevenly distributed across the 
landscape. In some areas, the glacier 
gouged out deep depressions, while 
in others, it deposited large mounds 
of sediment. As the ice continued to 
melt, these depressions filled with 
water, giving rise to the many lakes 
and ponds that now dot the region, 
with Lake Winnipesaukee being the 
most significant.

The formation of Lake Winnipe-
saukee is closely tied to the region's 
bedrock geology. The lake lies within 
a lowland area that was formed 
through the erosion of weaker rocks 
by streams and the forces of glacia-
tion. The harder, more resistant rocks 
were left standing as ridges and hills, 
some of which now form the peninsu-
las and islands of the lake. 

Beyond Lake Winnipesaukee, the 
surrounding landscape is equally 
fascinating. One of the most striking 
geological features in the region is the 
Ossipee Mountain Range, located to 
the northeast of the lake. This range 
is distinguished by its nearly perfect 
circular shape, which can be easily 
seen on topographical maps.

The formation of the Ossipee Moun-
tains is the result of ancient volcanic 
activity, dating back approximately 
90 million years. The circular shape 
of the range is known as a ring dike, a 
rare geological formation that occurs 
when magma from a volcano intrudes 
into the surrounding rock in a cir-
cular pattern. The original volcano 
that formed the Ossipee ring dike is 
believed to have been about 10,000 
feet tall, a towering presence that 

dominated the landscape.
The Ossipee Mountains are not the 

only example of a ring dike in the 
region. To the south of Lake Winni-
pesaukee lies the Belknap Mountain 
Range, another remnant of ancient 
volcanic activity. The Belknap Moun-
tains, like the Ossipee Mountains, 
were formed by a series of volcanic 
eruptions that took place over mil-
lions of years. The outer ring dike 
of the Belknap Mountains extends 
for about six miles and includes Rat-
tlesnake Island, which, although it 
appears as a solitary island in the 
middle of the lake, is actually part of 
the larger volcanic structure.

The geology of the Lakes Region 
is a testament to the powerful nat-
ural forces that have shaped this 
landscape over hundreds of millions 
of years. From the ancient seas that 
once covered the area to the volcanic 
eruptions that formed the Ossipee 
and Belknap Mountains, to the gla-
cial ice that carved out Lake Winni-
pesaukee, each feature of the region 
tells a story. The peninsulas and 
islands that now dot Lake Winnipe-
saukee are not just picturesque land-
scapes; they are the remnants of a 
complex geological history. 

Today, as we explore the region, 
whether by boat on Lake Winnipe-
saukee or by hiking the trails of the 
Ossipee or Belknap Mountains, we 
are walking through a landscape 
that has been millions of years in the 
making. The next time you find your-
self gazing at the mountains or the 
waters of Lake Winnipesaukee, take 
a moment to consider the ancient pro-
cesses that brought them to life. 

To learn more, join us for a Geol-
ogy of NH Lakes webinar with 
Geoscience Specialist for the 
NH Geological Survey Rebecca 

McCain on Wednesday, Sept. 
10, 5-6:30 p.m. via Zoom. Visit  
winnipesaukee.org/news-events to 
register.

•••
Bree Rossiter is the conservation 

program manager for the Lake Win-
nipesaukee Alliance. She manages 
the water quality monitoring pro-
gram, cyanobacteria monitoring ini-

tiatives, the Winni Blue/LakeSmart 
program, and assists with watershed 
management planning efforts. Bree 
can be reached at brossiter@winni-
pesaukee.org. The Lake Winnipesau-
kee Alliance is a nonprofit dedicated 
to protecting the water quality and 
natural resources of the lake and 
its watershed. To learn more, visit  
winnipesaukee.org.

from preceding page

GILFORD — The magenta-pink 
flower spikes of the invasive purple 
loosestrife plant are currently along 
many roadsides.  The Wetlands 
Walk area at Gunstock has lots of 
native wildflowers but this is not 
one of them.

Purple loosestrife is native to 
Europe where there are insects that 
keep the plant from taking over 
soggy areas.   Despite its attractive 
flower that led to its use in gardens, 
it makes seed the size of pepper 
grains that are not useful to birds 

and other wildlife.
It overtakes areas where plants 

like blue vervain live that make 
larger seeds that are important 
wildlife food.   Is it important to 
dig out the roots since it easily 
re-sprouts.   Then it is best to put 
it in a black trash bag and leave 
it in the sun for a few weeks to get 
“cooked” before disposing of it.

Glossy buckthorn is another pest 
plant which likes wetlands and gaps 

Belknap County Conservation 
District warns of invasive plants

Wetlands Walk 
volunteer Paul 
McAdams 
of Gilford 
removed the 
invasive plants 
loosestrife 
on the left 
and glossy 
buckthorn 
on the right. 
(Courtesy 
photo)

see INVASIVE page 17
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TREXLER’S
MARINA

MOULTONBORO, 15 LONG ISLAND RD
TREXLERS.COM
(603) 253-7315

WINNISQUAM 
MARINE

BELMONT, 12 SUNSET DRIVE
WINNISQUAMMARINE.COM
(603) 524-8380

WINNISQUAM 
MARINE

WEIRS BEACH, 96 CHANNEL LANE
WINNISQUAMMARINE.COM 
(603) 366-4801

POWER  PONTOON   SAIL JET	 CANOE	 KAYAKS	 WAKE	 KNEE	 WATER	 PADDLE
SKI			   BOARD	 BOARD	 SKIS	 BOARDS

SUMMER/
WINTER

BOAT STORAGEWATER CRAFT RENTALSLOCATION

MARINA              LOCATION

FAY’S
BOAT YARD

GILFORD, 71 VARNEY POINT RD	
FAYSBOATYARD.COM
(603) 293-8000

IRWIN 
MARINE

LACONIA, 958 UNION AVENUE
IRWINMARINE.COM
(603) 524-6661

IRWIN 
MARINE

ALTON BAY, 396 MAIN STREET
IRWINMARINE.COM
(603) 875-8848

TUBES/
LIFE VESTS

OTHERBOAT RENTALS

Lakes Region Boating

HK POWERSPORTS — LACONIA, 1197 UNION AVE • HKPOWERSPORTS.COM • 603-524-0100
SALES, PARTS, ACCESSORIES, PICKUP & DELIVERY, STORAGE AND SERVICE

TREXLER’S MARINA — MOULTONBOROUGH, 15 LONG ISLAND ROAD • TREXLERS.COM • 603-253-7315
SALES, SERVICE, PARTS, FUEL DOCK, ACCESSORIES, SHRINK WRAPPING, STORAGE

WINNISQUAM MARINE - 2 LOCATIONS, VISIT LAKE WINNISQUAM LOCATION FOR BOAT RENTALS & PADDLE BOARDS
WEIRS BEACH LOCATION (FORMERLY CHANNEL MARINE) HAS TOP NOTCH BOAT RENTALS AND OUR DOCKSIDE CONVENIENCE STORE. BENNINGTON PONTOONS,  
CROWNLINE, BAYLINER BOATS, EXCELLENT SELECTION OF USED BOATS, GAS DOCK, SHIPS SHORE W/BOATING ACCESSORIES, BOAT STORAGE.

FAY’S BOAT YARD — GILFORD, 71 VARNEY POINT ROAD • FAYSBOATYARD.COM • 603-293-8000
VOLVO, MERC POWER, SAILBOATS, AND KAYAKS. 7 DAYS A WEEK 8 AM - 5 PM. GAS DOCK, PUBLIC RAMP, SERVICE, FIBERGLASS, CANVAS • NEW BOATS FROM SUNCATCHER, SCARAB AND WELLCRAFT

GRANITE CREEK WOODWORKS — BELMONT, 280 SOUTH ROAD • GRANITECREEKWOODWORKS.COM • 603-455-5670
OFFERING WOODEN BOAT RESTORATION, MAINTENANCE, AND REPAIR • STRUCTURAL WORK, MECHANICAL WORK, COSMETIC UPGRADES, INTERIOR FURNISHINGS, DECORATIVE WOODWORK, FINE FINISHES.

WATERMARK MARINE SYSTEMS — LACONIA, 1218 UNION AVE • WATERMARKMARINE.COM • 603-293-4000
OFFERING A COMPLETE LINE OF BOATING ACCESSORIES, PADDLE BOARDS, SWIM RAFTS, BOAT LIFTS, DOCKS, DIVE GEAR, SHOREFRONT ACCESSORIES, AND SO MUCH MORE.

WILD MEADOW PADDLESPORTS  — MOULTONBOROUGH, 6 WHITTIER HWY • WILDMEADOWPADDLESPORTS.COM • 603-253-7536
CANOE, KAYAK, PADDLEBOARDS, LIFE VESTS

IRWIN MARINE – LACONIA, 958 UNION AVE • IRWINMARINE.COM • 603-524-6661
SINCE 1919 IRWIN MARINE HAS BEEN ONE OF THE LEADERS IN BOAT SALES IN NEW HAMPSHIRE. SHOWROOM, MARINE SUPPLY STORE, GAS DOCK, VALET, RENTALS, STORAGE, FIBERGLASS SHOP, VINYL SHOP, 
FULL-SERVICE, AND PARTS.

LAKES REGION DOCK — BELMONT, 252 DANIEL WEBSTER HWY • LAKESREGIONDOCK.COM • 603-524-2000
DOCKS, DOCK SUPPLIES, BOAT LIFTS, JET SKI & PERSONAL WATERCRAFT LIFTS, LADDERS, FLOATING RAFTS AND MORE.

Y LANDING MARINA — MEREDITH, 102 POWERS ROAD • YLANDING.COM • 603-279-5050
Y LANDING MARINA HAS A CONVENIENCE STORE WITH BEER, WINE, SODA, 93 OCTANE GASOLINE, DIESEL SUZUKI OUTBOARDS AND ANTHEM SURF BOATS.

Y LANDING
MARINA

MEREDITH, 102 POWERS ROAD
YLANDING.COM 
(603) 279-5050

Send boating related news to: news@laconiadailysun.com
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Barge Services • Beaches • Boat Houses • Breakwaters • Dock Watch • Seasonal Services

PLAN AHEAD. PERMITS TAKE TIME!

NH’S LEADING FULL-SERVICE DOCK BUILDER & MARINE CONTRACTOR

DESIGN • PERMIT • CONSTRUCT

Marine Construction Docks Boat Lifts

watermarkmarine.comNH Lakes Region 603.293.4000

Your dream waterfront starts here

Irwin Marine of Alton Bay      396 Main Street, Alton Bay     (603)-875-8848

Save on ALL remaining 2025 Waverunner & Sea Doo Models!

2025 Sea Doo GTX LTD 325 SS
2025 

Yamaha FX 
Limited 

SVHO

Prices as low as
$7,999!

. .
www.IrwinMarine.com

Granite Creek Woodworks

www.GraniteCreekWoodworks.com

Granite Creek Woodworks
Wooden Boat Restoration • Maintenance & RepairWooden Boat Restoration • Maintenance & Repair

Steve Dami - Call/Text: 603-455-5670Steve Dami - Call/Text: 603-455-5670

RESERVE NOW!RESERVE NOW!
CALL TODAY FOR INFO (603) 800-2589

bigtoyselfstoragenh.combigtoyselfstoragenh.com

PROTECT YOUR 
RECREATIONAL VEHICLES

Located Adjacent to NH Motor Speedway
RV's - Boats - Cars - Snowmobiles - ATV's

Construction Equipment Etc.
Variety of private garage sizes

24/7 Accessibility
Gated - Safe & Secure - Easy Access

Reserve Winter Reserve Winter 
Storage NOW!Storage NOW!

Lakes Region Boating
in pine forests.  Birds like the ripe black berries and 
spread their seed as it upsets their digestive system.  
Bushes can grow to 20-feet tall and are controlled 
by pulling out by the roots or digging when young.  
Larger plants can be controlled with girdling, — 
cutting the bark all the way around — and is most 
effective when done twice about 4-inches apart.  The 
leaves have a fishbone pattern and the bark has 
many white spots in random design and scattered.

For more information, visit agriculture.nh.gov/
divisions/plant-industry/invasive-plants.htm

INVASIVE from page 15


