Resolution Removing Support from City Government and a Resolve of Support for Residents and Proper Governance
WHEREAS, residents of the Minnehaha Neighborhood are removing our support for the City of Spokane Park Board’s plan to install a dog park on Upriver Drive for the following reasons.

WHEREAS, City of Spokane staff lied and mislead our Neighborhood Council and the residents in the proposed area were NOT contacted by city staff and those residents are NOT in favor of the dog park in that location. 

WHEREAS, a traffic study has not been completed, a housing development was just built west of the proposed location and another housing development consisting of 168 homes is about to be built which will increase traffic even more.

WHEREAS, City of Spokane Park Board is already planning a dog park in the Minnehaha Park just 6 blocks west of  the proposed Upriver site. Water, shade, grass, parking and  leisurely environment elements are already planned for at the Minnehaha Park site and the funds from District 81, could and should, be used to better upgrade the Dog Park in Minnehaha Park.

WHEREAS, there has been no environmental impact study. 

WHEREAS, there is no water source at the proposed Upriver site for safety (i.e. fire hydrant) or for watering and/or diluting animal urine and feces or to keep the landscape green to reduce fire hazard with its new planned usage.

WHEREAS, north of the proposed Upriver dog park location is government land, natural landscape for hiking, biking and other recreation that is also home to wildlife. The proposed Upriver dog park site should instead be a conservation preserved corridor for that wildlife on Beacon Hill and beyond to have access to the Spokane River for water as it is currently used. After the next housing development goes in this Upriver site will be the only prairie pasture parcel left for the wildlife in the area to access the river.

WHEREAS, in the summer, Upriver Drive is already congested and unsafe. Just west of the proposed Upriver site is the Shields Park Trailhead rock climbing site which is busy with traffic and parking sometimes overflows onto the edge of the roadway. East of the proposed Upriver site at Camp Sekani Trailhead there is also an overflow of vehicles parked along the river for mountain biking, hiking and Frisbee golf. Just a little further east of that is Boulder Beach. Often vehicles are parked all along the river stretching almost to the proposed Upriver site for Boulder Beach activities. The proposed parking lot for the dog park is slated to be installed between 2 blind corners with no traffic calming features.

WHEREAS, across the river is Felts Field that creates noise along with the shooting range used for law enforcement training. Due to all of the noise, gunfire that sounds like fireworks, airplane engines, vehicle traffic and the over abundance of recreational activities, this is not a safe location that is conducive to the wellbeing and/or training and/or a psychologically sound environment for dogs or the dog owners. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:
The Minnehaha Neighborhood agrees the proposed Upriver dog park location is neither good for dogs, the environment, traffic, public safety and/or preservation of wildlife access to water, and the residents in the area agree. We demand the City of Spokane Park Board use its resources and contributed funds from District 81 to include water, fencing, grass, lighting and an agility course type feature to the Minnehaha Park site no larger than 2 acres and no less than 1 acre with separate entrances and spaces for small, medium and large dogs that has already been planned and approved by the Park Board to be installed in Minnehaha Park.
