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Marion County Prosecutor’s Office files charges in January 24 mass murder
17-year-old Raymond Childs Ill alleged in six shooting deaths and an attempted murder

INDIANAPOLIS, Ind. — Marion County Prosecutor Ryan Mears announced today that Raymond Childs
lll, 17, has been charged in the Jan. 24 shooting deaths of Raymond Childs Jr., Kezzie Childs, Elijah
Childs, Rita Childs, Kiara Hawkins, and Hawkins’ unborn child. A seventh victim, a juvenile, was shot
and severely injured. The shootings occurred in the early morning hours at a residence in the 3500
block of Adams Street.

Raymond Childs Il has been charged with six counts of Murder, Attempted Murder (Level 1 Felony)
and Carrying a Handgun without a License (Class A Misdemeanor). Pursuant to Indiana law,
Raymond Childs Ill has been charged as an adult due to his age and the allegation of Murder.

“Our community has suffered another trauma with the tragic loss of this family. Gun violence
continues to take and damage too many lives,” Prosecutor Ryan Mears commented. “Our task now
is to bring these allegations before the Court. We intend to seek justice for the victims, and to do so
in a way that respects the process and all of the circumstances present in this case.”

Officers discovered five individuals, including the pregnant mother, early Sunday morning after
being directed to the home by the surviving juvenile victim. The defendant, Raymond Childs I, is
the son of Raymond Childs Jr. and the step-son of Kezzie Childs and is believed to have been living in
the household at the time of the murders.

A charge of a crime is merely an accusation, and the defendant is presumed innocent until and
unless proven guilty.
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