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IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT
FOR THE DI STRI CT OF ARI ZONA

Ni na Al l ey, as Guardi an and )
Conservator for and on behal f )
of Louis Taylor, a single man,)
)
Pl aintiff, )
)

VS. )  No. 15-cv-00152- TUC- RM
)
Pi ma County, a body politic; )
the Gty of Tucson, a body )
politic, )
)
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)

VI DEOTAPED DEPCSI TI ON OF LAURA CONOVER
Sept enber 26, 2023
8:02 a.m
Tucson, Arizona

MARY MEYER, R P. R
Certified Reporter 50225
MEYER, LUM A & ASSOCI ATES

6095 East Grant Road
Tucson, Arizona 85712
Ph (520) 623-1100
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Q So all of that was at the front of the
conversation?

A. Correct.

Q And how | ong was the total conversation?

A. Like five to seven m nutes.

Q Five to seven mnutes. Did | specifically
t hreaten you during that phone call?

A. No, not to -- not to -- | did not take it that
way .

Q | believe that your testinony in response to M.
Leader's question was that | did not reference a bar
conplaint. |Is that accurate?

A. Correct. | don't renmenber the word "conplaint".

Q Dd1I tell you that | was going to file a bar
conpl ai nt ?

A.  No.

Q Dd1l tell you that I was going to contact the
state bar?

A.  No.

Q So, what is it that you recall ne sayi ng about
the state bar? Those are the words that | renmenber from

your earlier testinony. Wat do you recall, what is
clear in your mnd that | said?
A. That the state bar would have a firm opinion

about this, about nme filing a 24.2(e) notion.
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Q | believe you said earlier that "the state bar
woul d have sonething to say about this". So did | say,
and | know this was a long tinme ago, in ny view of it,
was it that "they would have a firm opi ni on about this"
or that "they would have sonething to say about this"?
Do you renmenber which of those it was?

A. It just was clear that the state bar woul d wei gh
in, that that was your -- that was your thinking.

Q But | never told you that I or Pima County woul d

be taking any action --

A. No.
Q ~-- correct?
A.  No.

Q And as far as you're aware, has Pinma County or
myself or ny firmfiled anything with the state bar
agai nst you?

A. Not that | know of.

Q Has David Berkman filed a bar conpl ai nt agai nst

you?
A.  Oh, yes.
Q Has he filed nultiple bar conpl ai nts agai nst you?
A. Possi bly.
Q Ddyoutalk to himon May 27, 20227
A.  Oh, heavens no.
Q Ddyoutalk to himpersonally at any tine before
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t hat date, about --

A.  Oh, about Tayl or.

Q -- about --

A Sorry.

Q -- about your review of Taylor's case?

A. No. No. No. He -- he's no |longer enployed at
the office.

Q |Is there a pending bar conpl aint against you from

Davi d Ber kman?
A. Yes.

Q D d ny conversation with you on May 27th

i nfluence in any way your decision to not take action on

Louis Taylor's notion to vacate?

A. Cimmnal case. No, it did not.

Q You testified that you actually | aughed about our
conversation later that night. 1Is it fair to assune
t hat the conversation we had did not bother you?

A. | certainly wasn't -- | don't nean to be
dism ssive, but |I just find the dark hunmour in
everything, and it -- |I'maccustonmed in both ny career
and certainly nowin the position that I'min, that
everyone has strident opinions about everything. And
t hat doesn't even include social nedia.

Q In your view, was |, during our conversati on,

vigorously representing ny client, Pima County?
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A. Most certainly.

Q And you can appreciate that, right?

A.  Yes, absolutely. 1In sone ways, it was nothing
nmore than just two very different styles of
commruni cati on.

Q I'dlike to show you Nina Trasoff's exhibit,
which | believe is already narked.

MR. LEADER. Yeah. |It's probably in that stack
over there.

THE WTNESS: Oh, sorry, yes.

MR. LEADER  Yes.

THE W TNESS: Thank you, John.

Q (By M. Acedo) It is nunber 10.

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: I f you can put on your
m cr ophone.

MR ACEDO. It hasn't been on all this tine?

THE VI DEOGRAPHER: Yeah, but | can hear you.

Q (By M. Acedo) |If you'd turn to paragraph 31, |
don't think that M. Leader asked you any questi ons
about paragraph 31, to ny know edge.

So you just testified that | did not threaten
you, is that correct, | did not threaten you during our
May 27th phone call ?

A. Correct.

Q And you just testified that | did not reference a
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bar claimor bar charge. |Is that correct?

A. Correct.

Q And in this affidavit Ms. Trasoff says: When |
talked to Ms. Conover on this matter after her
August 2022 contrary statenent, she told ne she had not
gone forward with the original press rel ease whi ch had
been schedul ed for May 28 because Phoeni x | awyers had
t hr eat ened bar di scipline and possible disbarment if she
went forward with the plan to exonerate M. Tayl or.

Dd | read that accurately?

A.  You did.

Q And did you tell that to Ms. Trasoff?

A. To the absol ute best of ny know edge, | did not
tell her that.

Q Do you have any idea what she's tal ki ng about ?

A. The reason why I'mso firmabout it is because, |
am exactly her children's age, there's a maternal aspect
to the relationship, and she gets concerned about ny job
at tinmes, and I -- so | wouldn't even give her this kind

of negative news, because it would be so upsetting to

her. So that -- and that -- that inforns ny menory.
Q Ckay.
A. Sol -- if she holds this belief, |I don't
think -- it didn't cone from ne.

Q Do you know who she would be referring to?
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A. No. | nean, it says "she told ne,"” and | just --
| don't -- | feel certain that's not right.

Q But when she refers to "Phoenix | awers,"” do you

know - -

A Oh.

Q -- who she's referring to when she says "Phoeni x
| awyer s"?

A, Oh, | msunderstood you. No, | don't know what

she's tal ki ng about.

Q Do you think it was appropriate for Taylor's
counsel to approach Ms. Trasoff and solicit this
affidavit from her?

MR. LEADER. (bject to the formof the question.

A. | have a very strong opinion about that.

Q (By M. Acedo) What is that opinion?

A. | amdismayed that a wonman in her | ate 70s was
approached in her own hone, know ng that she had no
attorney present, by nore than one person, know ng she
had al ready sworn out an affidavit under oath, to see if
she would do a second, relying on a lifetine
rel ati onshi p.

Q And you know that it was Stanl ey Fel dman and
Peter Linperis that went to her house? Do you know

t hat ?

A.  Apparently.






