Aug. 22, 2023

Sonora State portion of the Mexico Travel Advisory — Reconsider Travel

Reconsider travel due to crime and kidnapping.

Sonora is a key location used by the international drug trade and human trafficking
networks. Violent crime is widespread. U.S. citizens and LPRs have been victims of
kidnapping. Travelers should maintain a heightened level of awareness of their
surroundings in all their travels in Sonora. Security incidents may occur in any area of
Sonora.

U.S. government employees must adhere to the following travel restrictions:

e Travel between Hermosillo and Nogales: U.S. government employees may
travel between the U.S. Ports of Entry in Nogales and Hermosillo during
daylight hours via Federal Highway 15 only. U.S. government employees may
not use ANY taxi services, public buses, nor ride-share applications due to a
lack of secure vetting and/or dispatching procedures. Travelers should
exercise caution and avoid unnecessary stops as security incidents, including
sporadic, armed carjackings, and shootings have been reported along this
highway during daylight hours. Travelers should have a full tank of gas and
inform friends or family members of their planned travel.

e Nogales: U.S. government employees may not travel in the triangular area
north of Avenida Tecnologico, west of Bulevar Luis Donaldo Colosio
(Periferico), nor east of Federal Highway 15D (Corredor Fiscal). U.S.
government employees also may not travel in the residential and business
areas to east of the railroad tracks along Plutarco Elias Calle (HWY 15) and
Calle Ruiz Cortino, including the business area around the Morley pedestrian
gate port-of-entry. U.S. government employees may not use ANY taxi
services, public buses, nor ride-share applications in Nogales due to a lack of
secure vetting and/or dispatching procedures and the danger of kidnapping
and other violent crimes.

e Puerto Penasco: U.S. government employees may travel between Puerto
Pefiasco and the Lukeville-Sonoyta U.S. Port of Entry during daylight hours



via Federal Highway 8 only. They may not travel on any other route to Puerto
Pefiasco. U.S. government employees may not use ANY taxi services, public
buses, nor ride-share applications in Puerto Pefiasco. due to a lack of secure
vetting and/or dispatching procedures and the danger of kidnapping and other
violent crimes.

e Triangular region near Mariposa U.S. Port of Entry: U.S. government
employees may not travel into or through the triangular region west of the
Mariposa U.S. Port of Entry, east of Sonoyta, and north of Altar municipality.

e San Luis Rio Colorado, Cananea, and Agua Prieta: U.S. government
employees may travel directly from the nearest U.S. Port of Entry to San Luis
Rio Colorado, Cananea (via Douglas Port of Entry), and Agua Prieta, but may
not go beyond the city limits. Travel is limited to daylight hours only. Travel
between Nogales and Cananea via Imuris is not permitted. U.S. government
employees may not use ANY taxi services, public buses, nor ride-share
applications in these cities due to a lack of secure vetting and/or dispatching
procedures and the danger of kidnapping and other violent crimes.

e Eastern and southern Sonora (including San Carlos Nuevo Guaymas and
Alamos): U.S. government employees may not travel to areas of Sonora east
of Federal Highway 17, the road between Moctezuma and Sahuaripa, and
State Highway 20 between Sahuaripa and the intersection with Federal
Highway 16. U.S. government employees may travel to San Carlos Nuevo
Guaymas and Alamos; travel to Alamos is only permitted by air and within city
limits. U.S. government employees may not travel to areas of Sonora south of
Federal Highway 16 and east of Federal Highway 15 (south of Hermosillo), as
well as all points south of Guaymas, including Empalme, Guaymas, Obregon,
and Navojoa. U.S. government employees may not use ANY taxi services,
public buses, nor ride-share applications in these areas due to a lack of secure
vetting and/or dispatching procedures and the danger of kidnapping and other
violent crimes.

U.S. government employees may travel to other parts of Sonora state in compliance
with the above restrictions, including tourist areas in: Hermosillo, Bahia de Kino, and
Puerto Penasco.






