
BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
Blg Horn County 1 BHcc@blghorncountyml.gov

November 20,2023

Big Horn Counly Sheriff King trogicolly possed owoy on November 19,

2023 while driving home. Our most heortfelt condolences go out to the
King fomily. The need to oct quickly to oppoint on lnterim Sheriff wos

mode cleor this morning by Big Horn Counly Attorney Jeonne Torske.

The doy-to-doy operotions of the Big Horn Couniy Sheriff 's Office connot
be neglected. The Boord hos oppoinled Undersheriff Jeromie
Middlesteod to oct os lnterim Sheriff. lnierim Sheriff Middlesteod will

serve until the Boord of County Commissioners oppoints o new Sheriff.

The permonent oppointee will serve until December 31 ,2024. During the
2024 election cycle, the Office of the Sheriff will be ploced on the bollol,
ond the condidote chosen from o primory ond generol eleclion will

serve out the remoinder of Sheriff King's term.

Peri Schenderline ot 406-655-9700

Po Box 908. Hordin, MI 59034

Office: (a06) 665-9700 | bighorncountymi.gov

Slolement from lhe Big Horn County Boord of Counly
Commissioners

For f urther informotion contoct:



COUNTY OF BIG HORN, MONTANA
RESOLUTION 2O7l.- 40

PREAMBLE:
A resolution to appoint an interim Big Hom County Sheriffto fulfill the role of Sheriff
until the Big Hom County Board of Commissioners can appoint a Sheriff, pursuant to
Mont. Code Ann. $ 7-4-2206.

RECITALS:
l. Big Hom County SheriffKing was tragically killed on Novernber 19,2023, while driving

home.
2. The position of Big Horn County Sheriff must be immediately filled because the Deputy

Sheriffs and other people working in the Sheriffs Department cannot act. The power to
act is vested in the office of Sheriff. Without a Sherift none of their regular duties can be

performed.
3. Mont. Code Ann. $ 7-32-2122 states:

Whenever a vacancy occurs in the office of sheriff, the undersheriff must
in all things execute the office of sheriffuntil a sheriffis elected or
appointed and duly qualified.

4. This statue provides the Big Hom County Undersheriff with the power to act until the

position is filled by the Big Horn County Board of Commissioners.
5. Further, Mont. Code Ann . i 7 -4-2206 provides the process for appointing an interim

offrcer to fill the vacancy of an elected official. It also provides the process for filling the
position, until an election can be held.

6. In relevant part, Mont. Code Ann. $ 7-4-2206(2Xb), states:

The commissioners may appoint a person to serve as an interim officer for
the time period between occurrence of the vacancy and the date on which
the vacancy is filled pursuant to this section. A person appointed as an

interim officer must have the qualifications required under this chapter for
the office to which the person has been appointed. Upon appointment, the

interim officer is authorized to perform the duties assigned by law to that
office.

7. At this time, the Big Hom County Board of Commissioners needs to appoint an

interim Sheriffuntil the position of Big Hom County Sheriff can be filled with a
permanent appointment made pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. $ 7-4-2206(2)(a).

THEREFORE:
The current Big Hom County Undersheriff Jeramie Middlestead is appointed as the

Interim Big Hom County Sheriff, until such time as this this Board fills the position
pursuant to Mont. Code Ann. | 7-a-2206(2)(a). Further, this Board strongly recommends

that after he the assumes the office of Interim Sheriff that lnterim Big Hom County
Sheriff Middlestead designate an interim undersheriff so that the chain of command and

line of succession can be ensured.
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EFFECTIVE DATE:

This resolution shall become effective immediately.

Enacted:

rnis 20li day of November, 2023, in Hardin, Montana.

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
BIG HORN COUNTY. MONTANA

Real Bird III. Larry Vandersloot.
MemberPresiding Officer

Peri Schenderline.
Deputy Clerk and Recorder

Lawren Big Hair,
Member
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OATH OF OFFICE

THE STATE OF MONTANA

COUNTYOF H

t. .lIra ^ ie- ,4;))tc s L ea I , do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I

fn4e.r^ Bio H..,. ", Co..,n*r f At-; ([withfidelity (so help me God)
J

ln addition, in accordance with Mont. Code Ann. S 2-16-1 14, I certify that my signature below is

my true and correct manual signature, and is in the exact form in which it will appear in facsimile

upon any document which I may be required or permitted by law to sign.

lgn ature

!kra,t, /Vr, l,l l" .^)
(Print Name)

CERTIFICATION OF OFFICER ADMINISTERING OATH

Sworn to and subscribed beJore me

tnis 20 oay of ov.-m.nl*.2-

i<
t nts h

D,'$.',<t C*llLI
Officer

Title:
U

)

)

will support, protect and defend the constitution of the United States and the constitution of the

Stale of Montana, and that I will discharge the duties of my office

20L)


