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There have been some published stories about Michael McClure who died of a self-inflicted gunshot
wound ending an all-day standoff with the Billings law enforcement authorities on April 23,2021. As
part of the media reporting, Sheriff Shawn Lesnik was quoted as stating he was disappointed that the
Musselshell County Attorney had let Michael McClure go after McClure entered pleas of guilty at his
trial on March 18, 2021. The misleading statement is completely refuted by the public record. McClure
was jailed pending sentencing and was in jail 10 days prior to the tragic events in Billings on April 23,
2021. The omission of these key facts that are of public record show that Musselshell County and
Powell County officials had no role in Michael McClure’s decisions on April 23, 2021 which tragically
resulted in two homicides.

On April 11, 2021, the Billings Police Department arrested McClure on a Musselshell County warrant
pending his sentencing hearing in Musselshell County. McClure was incarcerated at the Yellowstone
County Detention Facility. McClure remained in jail until he was able to raise $2,500.00 to pay a bail
bonding company the 10% fee to be bonded out of jail on the $25,000 bail set by the District Court.
McClure left the jail facility on April 13, 2021 on conditions of release imposed by the District Court.
No decision remained to be made by the Court, County Attorney or anyone else in the criminal justice
system after the warrant with bail set issued from the Court.

As a brief history, Michael McClure was arrested for minor property offenses concerning stolen vehicles
and also an attempt to escape out of an open door at the Musselshell County jail. After some time in the
Musselshell County jail, Sheriff Shawn Lesnik asked the County Attorney to obtain the release of
Michael McClure on his own recognizance (O.R. release) through the District Court because McClure
was a difficult inmate. The District Court signed the release Order on February 14, 2019.

This release sent McClure back to Montana State Prison. However, because the prison required the O.R.
release in order to take McClure back in to the prison environment, McClure completed his prison
sentence and was discharged from the Montana State Prison on Musselshell County’s O.R. release with
conditions found on the Order releasing McClure.

Subsequently, McClure was jailed by Powell County on a felony charge of robbery and he was housed at






