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Board member from Corvallis.
“You just can't keep splitting lots
ane by one.”

Twehve neighboring property
ownen attended  Wednesday's
mecting, including a representa
tive from the Lee Metcalf
National Wildlife Refuge.

Concern at the refuge centers
on encroaching subdivison devel
opment in surrounding areas, said
Cal Henry, refuge representative.

Wi conkdc_shinkap,
groundwater and sream pollu’
tion, the disturbance of migratory

nesting sites, and an increase
dogs and cats in the arca were of
concem, he said

Both arc owned by developer
Gary Ince, The older subdivision

never been  developed,
though it has beer

JAMIE OGDEN

Stare Rercurn

The Ravalli Count

Boad tabled a B firmed

Considercd together, the cight
lots would ‘major
subdivision, making Sunnyside
subject to more stringent
tions and requirements.

The land was originally subdi-
vided for the development of the
Bitterroot Township in the carly
part of the century - a township
that was never created.

“As saon as you create lots
from existing lots of record,
you're creating & now subdivi
sion,” said Dan Huls, Planning

ty Planning
decision

ide Highway and Lee
Metcalf Wildlife Refirge

But Sunnyside is also adjacent
another

o Jot subdivision
approved in 1908, causing dis-
pule over its designation as a
minor subdivision.
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Neighbors also expressed con-
cerns about the proposed subdi-
vision's impacts on traffic and
sfery along the  Eastside
Highway, as well as on wildlife
and wildife habitat.

Tom Travis, who lives next o
the 1908 subdivision, said he was
not made aware at the time he
purchased his home from Gary
Ince that the older subdivision
existed. Had he knawn, he would
have reconsidered his purchase,
he said, and now he must decide
whether o stay or go.

Planning Board  Chairman
Rocky Dullois said peoplc often
purchasc property in the valley for

rroot Since 1889

fanned Stevi-area subdivision comes under scrutiny

ins They see space,
bur ' plt map of the county
quickly

“The challenge is to be fair,”
DuBois said. “People bought the
coperty with an capectation
ascd on what's been historically
been done; I'm not saying what's
been done i right or wrong,”
Without a county growth pol
icy, county officials will continue
w0 face these conflicts,
Bitterrooters  for  Planning
President Stewart Brandborg.

Sec SUBDIVISION, Page 7

Forest hopes to
experiment with
stewardship
contracting

BUDDY SMITH
Sorrhorm

Its a licdle like old-fash
joned  bartering,  Forest
Service officils say, and it's a
different way of doing busi.
ncss in the w

A progam
called land-stew-

ing uses timber to
offser the cost of
needed
work, such as fix-
ing roads, plant-
ing trees of strcam
improvements

ional Forest off
clals this  spring
hope 1o offer
thee of the 28
nationwide _con-
tracts, something of an exper
ment authorized only once
before by Congress.
ith the
authority that comes with
these contracts, we'll be trad

legislative
h

*.. with these

ardship contract-  COMITACtS,

we'll be

trading - so

to speak -

goods for

Bimerroot Nat- S@rvices.

i - Jeff Amoss,
National Forest

ing - 50 10 speak ~ goods for
services,” said Jeff Amoss, a
resource specialist with the
Bitterroot forest.

The Binterroor forest has
had a “service contract™ that'’s
similar © a stew
ardship  contract
In that_job near
Darby, forest offi
cials will pay the
contractor for
some of the work
the agency wants

jone and  will

offer salvage rights
1o the wood. But
that contract only
deals with vegeta
tion, Amoss said.

Stewardship
contracting com
bines timber har
vesting with other
goals land managers hope 1o
achicve — improving water
quality, controlling noxious
weeds, planting trees, improv

See CONTRACTS, Page 6

Bitterroot

Niemier files motion to

dismiss mu

LISA BAUMANN
Stas Rerouren

The artomey for alleged
murderer  Mark Edwin
Niemir filed final documents
to support dismissing the case
this week, and a hearing set for
mid-Apal  wil  determine
whether the case will go to
rial

Niemsir, 32, is accused of
iberate  homici i

1o death Aug. 21 over a dis-

pute about Niemeir's dogs
The angument turned into

an altercation that afiernoon

rder charge

ulled out a revolver and
pointed it ar Niemeir, who
took it and threw it into a

yard. Niemeir then

physi

Tomascvich with his hands
and ,  roulting  in
Tomascvichs death, accord
ing to court documents.

“The state medical examiner
later  found  Tomasevich's
cause of death 1o be a heart
attack and not the inficted
injurics, according to Michael
Sherwood, Niemeir's ator-
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