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Poultry operation planning
$15M plant expansion

The abatement for
personal property —
equipment — was for five
ANGOLA — The
years.
Steuben County Council
Lee said the SCEDC
on Tuesday approved a tax
board will not recommend
abatement plan for Pine
more than five years on
Manor, more commonly
equipment because the
known as Miller Poultry,
value often gets depreciated
that will help the company
markedly in the first five
with its 60,000-square-foot
years.
building expansion that will
Miller, which is south
add 100 jobs over five years.
It is estimated that Miller of Orland, has to receive
approval on tax abatement
will be investing some $12
from Steuben County
million and $3 million in
because it is not in an
equipment for the project
that officials were excited to incorporated city or town.
With an employment of
get started.
414, Miller Poultry is one
“The size of the project
of the largest employers
as well as the unique
in Steuben County, and
circumstances warrant the
Manager Kevin Diehl said it
modified schedule,” said a
is becoming more difficult
proposal presented by Isaac
Lee, executive director of the to find staff. Housing is
the biggest issue; many of
Steuben County Economic
the company’s employees
Development Corp.
commute in to Steuben
It is not very often that
County to work.
the County Council will
The company will be
grant an abatement for 10
paying an average wage of
years on the real estate,
$17.50 an hour. It currently
which is something some
members urged be done with pays its existing staff more
than an average of $17.50 an
caution.
hour. When up and running
“We should be careful
fully, it is anticipated the
with that because it’s
payroll will increase by
setting a precedent,” said
$18.7 million.
Councilman Wil Howard.
BY MIKE MARTURELLO

mmarturello@kpcmedia.com

RDA reports $258M
lifestyle investments
KPC NEWS SERVICE
FORT WAYNE — After
four years, the Northeast
Indiana Regional Development Authority has
leveraged $42 million of
state Regional Cities Initiative funding to generate
over $258 million of total
public-private investment in
24 quality of place projects
in Northeast Indiana’s
11-county region, the organization reported Tuesday.
The RDA membership
elected the RDA Board of
Directors, and in a meeting
Tuesday, the RDA Board of
Directors elected the next
slate of officers. The RDA is
overseen by a five-member
board that serves a four-year
term. Appointed by their
respective counties and
municipalities, the Northeast
Indiana RDA board
members are committed to
improving Northeast Indiana
and supporting the ambitious
Road to One Million plan.
The new board officers
are:
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President Gene Donaghy,
retired from Northeastern
REMC
Vice President Craig
Snow of Silveus Insurance
Group
Secretary Bob Marshall
of Campbell & Fetter Bank
Jeff Turner of Metal
Technologies
Andrew Briggs of
Farmers & Merchants State
Bank
The RDA board’s new
president, Gene Donaghy,
said the Northeast Indiana
RDA is focused on two
key initiatives this year:
developing a plan for a
sustainable funding model
and refreshing the Road to
One Million plan.
“As a board, our goal is
to determine next steps in
regard to funding quality
of life projects and how to
sustain the impactful work
of the Northeast Indiana
RDA for years to come,”
Donaghy said.
The board’s most recent
SEE QUALITY OF LIFE, PAGE A8
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STEUBEN COUNTY TOURISM BUREAU

This screen grab from a Telly Award-winning Steuben County Tourism Bureau
winter promotion video shows people playing on a frozen Lake James in front
of the beach at Potawatomi Inn, Pokagon State Park.

Tourism Bureau earns Telly
for Pokagon promotion
KPC NEWS SERVICE
ANGOLA — The Steuben County
Tourism Bureau recently won a silver
national Telly Award for “Wintertime at
Pokagon,” which features winter footage
of both the Potawatomi Inn and toboggan
slide at Pokagon State Park.
The 2-minute, 26-second video was
produced by Clear Vision Media, a
tourism bureau partner for more than 10
years.
“We’re honored to win this award
and strive to develop engaging content
across all of our platforms,” said June
Julien, Steuben County Tourism Bureau
Executive Director. “We look forward
to creating more award-winning content
with Clear Vision Media.”
Julien pointed out the local tourism
bureau was the first Indiana convention and visitors bureau to utilize drone
technology in promotional tourism
videos, partnering with Clear Vision
Media since 2012 in drone technology.
“Clear Vision Media has been a
content creator for the Steuben County
Tourism Bureau for more than a decade,”
said Chris Sanchez, principal partner.
“We work directly with the bureau and
have developed a very strong relationship by introducing new and innovative
media products. Videos such as ‘Wintertime at Pokagon’ provide exposure to

STEUBEN COUNTY TOURISM BUREAU

This screen grab from a Telly
Award-winning Steuben County
Tourism Bureau winter promotion
video shows the front lawn at
Potawatomi Inn at Pokagon State
Park and a frozen first basin of Lake
James.

the awesome activities and attractions
Steuben County has to offer.”
Clear Vision Media is based in
Warsaw.
The 40th annual Telly Awards drew
more than 12,000 entries from all 50
states and five continents. They honor
excellence in media creation across local,
regional and cable television commercials as well as non-broadcast video and
television programming. The tourism
bureau’s award was in the online travel
and tourism category.

ANGOLA — A primary
plat was given contingent
approval for a development at 135 E. and 155 E.
Wendell Jacob Ave. for a
new retail development that
will be home to a T.J. Maxx
by the Angola Plan Commission.
As far as city documents
show, the area has never
been platted.
However, the commission and petitioner, Kris
Krstovski of K2 Retail
Angola LLC chose to
continue discussion on the
development plan at the
September commission
meeting after some concerns
were brought to light about
traffic in and out of the
development.
The plan is to have a
primary entry for the store
off the private drive owned
by Menards that comes
off Wendell Jacob Avenue.
There would also be an
entrance off North Wayne
Street and another right
in/right out entrance on
Wendell Jacob Avenue for
the property.
When going through
the findings of fact on the
development plan, three
commission members said
the plan does cause a hazard
for drivers on existing or
proposed streets or at points
of access.
Another member
abstained from the vote
and, because there was
no majority vote as two
members were absent, the
development plan could not
pass.
All findings of fact have
to be in the affirmative for
a case to pass so once the
finding was voted in the
negative, the case could not
pass.
City Attorney Kim Shoup
said city ordinances allow
SEE TJ MAXX, PAGE A8

Caudills start new Foundation fund
KPC NEWS SERVICE
ANGOLA — Dale and
Lisa Caudill have been
active community members
since moving to Steuben
County 30 years ago.
In July, they set up the
Dale and Lisa Caudill Donor
Advised Fund through the
Steuben County Community
Foundation, which they plan
to use to make recommendations for grants to support
a wide variety of local
community projects and
initiatives.
From 101 Lakes Angola
Kiwanis to the Community
Humane Shelter of Steuben
County, they have both
served in leadership roles
that help local nonprofits
make a difference.
For Lisa, serving on the
Steuben County Community
Foundation grants committee
provided another opportunity
to make a difference. As
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
the grants committee was
Dale
and
Lisa
Caudill
recently
set
up
a
donor
advised
reviewing applications and
fund through the Steuben County Community Foundalearning about upcoming
tion.
nonprofit projects, she
had a “lightbulb moment,”
they think, ‘I don’t know
ment at Central Michigan
realizing that the community how to help, I don’t know
University and had a long
foundation is a way to learn
what’s needed,’ then this
career with Kmart that
what the nonprofits are
gives them an answer,” said
led the couple to live in
needing from the perspective
Lisa.
Michigan, Indiana and Ohio
of an individual who wants
In
July,
they
established
in both large and small
to get involved.
the
fund
to
do
just
that.
communities.
“Any person who wants
Dale
and
Lisa
both
grew
They came to Steuben
to help can start a Donor
up in Detroit and attended
County when Dale was
Advised Fund at SCCF, and
rival high schools. Dale
assigned to open the Angola
it opens up a huge door to
store in 1988, and he worked
the needs in our county. If
studied marketing manage-

there as a manager for 12
years, then was a district
manager. Lisa worked in
banking for 25 years, then
spent her last 5 years at the
Steuben County Community
Foundation before retiring
in 2013.
When they first moved to
Steuben County, they visited
on a Sunday afternoon in
January and saw the roads
were deserted. Having grown
up in a large metropolitan
area, Lisa was afraid Angola
was “too small.”
As was typical in the
retail world, Dale thought
they’d be in the community
for only three years. But
when that first summer
rolled around, they saw
Steuben County change
and began to meet people
and get involved. As time
went on, Dale began to
turn down transfers to other
Kmart locations, which
was unheard of in those
days. They fell in love with
the area and have never
regretted their decision to
make Steuben County their
permanent home.
Dale and Lisa hope to use
their Donor Advised Fund to
support nonprofits that are
providing crucial services
and innovative programs
for local community
members. These funds are
often permanently invested,
SEE CAUDILLS, PAGE A8

