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Ruff chosen as new county surveyor
He gets right to work hours after
selection by Steuben GOP caucus
BY MIKE MARTURELLO

mmarturello@kpcmedia.com

ANGOLA — Mike Ruff, a
veteran land surveyor with wide
experience and a strong knowledge
of Steuben County’s 100-plus
lakes, was chosen as the new
Steuben County surveyor by a
Republican Party caucus Thursday
night.
Ruff was sworn in to office
Friday morning by Steuben County
Clerk Tangi Manahan.
Ruff was selected on the first

Steuben County
Clerk of Courts
Tangi Mahanan
swears in new
Steuben County
Surveyor Mike
Ruff in the clerk’s
office Friday
morning. Ruff
takes over the
final two years in
office for the late
Larry Gilbert, who
had been surveyor
since 1983 until
his sudden death
on Sept. 29.

vote of a four-man contest by
Republican precinct committee
leaders to fill the vacancy created
by the sudden Sept. 29 death of
long-time Surveyor Larry Gilbert.
“It’s big shoes to fill, but I will
do my best,” Ruff said, adding that
he anticipates seeking reelection in
two years when the office is on the
ballot in 2022.
The other candidates were Jason
Armey, Daniel Oberst and Jim
SEE RUFF, PAGE A6
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State surpasses
2,000 daily
virus cases

E. coli
testing
has lake
support

BY STEVE GARBACZ

sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com

BY AMY OBERLIN

aoberlin@kpcmedia.com

ANGOLA — Lake
associations will split the
cost of E. coli testing with
the Steuben County Lakes
Council next year.
The decision was made
at an SCLC water quality
meeting Friday morning in
the Steuben Community
Center.
Crooked Lake Association President Dave
Rosebrock said the association met Thursday night and
has pledged $1,000 for next
year’s testing at Palfreyman
and Carpenter ditches. Last
August, environmental
DNA testing revealed that
human feces is the source
of bacteria flowing into
Crooked Lake from the two
ditches.
The eDNA testing — an
E. coli test that can pinpoint
the source of bacteria —
continued this year with a
final test still pending.
“It hasn’t rained,” said
Bill Schmidt, a SCLC
member who led Friday’s
water quality meeting.
Recent rains that have
occurred were immediately
absorbed by the earth so
drainage water couldn’t be
captured.
Sixteen sites are slated
to be tested — 12 by the
lakes council. Lake George
and Clear Lake conservancy
districts are paying for tests
at watersheds into those
lakes.
Ten sites were tested
in July and seven were
positive for human bacteria.
SEE TESTING, PAGE A2

Index
•
Classified.............................................. B7-B8
Life.................................................................A5
Obituaries.....................................................A4
Opinion ........................................................B5
Sports.................................................... B1-B3
Weather........................................................A6
TV/Comics ..................................................B6
Vol. 163 No. 249

MIKE MARTURELLO

Ann and Steve Sprunger, Lake Gage, are all smiles after voting early at the
Steuben County Courthouse on Friday afternoon. It appears that 2020 will set
a record for absentee voting, in part due to more mail-in voting due to the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Steuben early voting on
pace to pass 2016 record
BY MIKE MARTURELLO

mmarturello@kpcmedia.com

ANGOLA — Early voting in Steuben
County is on its way toward surpassing
the record total for 2016 with just more
than two weeks to go before election day,
Nov. 3.
With a few hours left to vote on
Friday, Steuben County Clerk Tangi
Manahan reported 3,679 ballots had been
cast by early afternoon. In 2016, the last

News Tips
Send your news
and tips to KPC
Media
kpcnews.com
Share News >
News Tips

Contact Us
•

The Herald Republican
107 N. Martha St.
Angola, IN 46703

Phone: (260) 665-3117
Classifieds: (toll free) (877) 791-7877

presidential election, 3,726 people voted
absentee, which was a record. It was also
a record for mail-in voting at 825 ballots,
which has been eclipsed this year with
1,840 mail-in ballots returned so far.
“We’ve been really busy,” Manahan
said.
There have been lines in the hallway
in the Steuben County Courthouse,
SEE VOTING, PAGE A6

INDIANAPOLIS —
Another day, another
all-time one-day cases
record.
For the fourth time in
the last eight days, Indiana
set a new all-time high for
single day new cases of
COVID-19, surging over
2,000 for the first time.
According to Friday’s
daily report from the Indiana
State Department of Health,
the state logged 2,283 new
cases of COVID-19. That
surpassed the previous
all-time high of 1,943,
set just the day before on
Thursday.
Indiana set one-day high
point for new cases on Oct.
9, then again on Oct. 10,
then Thursday and now
Friday.
The new high point came
with a caveat, however,
as the state noted that the
results include “approximately 300 cases whose
reporting was delayed due
to a technical issue over
the past few days.” Even
still, subtracting 300 cases
from Friday’s total would
still put it slightly above the
Thursday mark.
The record-high cases
return came on a day of
above-average testing
numbers as the state topped
30,000 total tests. It’s just
the fifth time testing has
hit that level and only the
second time it crossed
30,000 without a one-day
data dump when a new lab
was onboarded onto the
state’s reporting system.
However, even with the
very high testing numbers,
the state’s positivity rate was
still 7.5% for Friday, down

a little bit from Thursday’s
return but still far above
the 5% benchmark set by
the state and above the
seven-day average.
The takeaway is that
COVID-19 is simply
circulating more widely,
even as testing increases,
new cases are outpacing
those increases.
That was also illustrated
this week when the state saw
a significantly worsening in
its county ratings, with 22
of 92 counties rated in the
orange and red for moderate
to high and high spread of
COVID-19. By comparison, only 24 counties were
in the blue, the best rating
representing low spread of
the virus.
Gov. Eric Holcomb and
Indiana State Health Department Chief Medical Officer
Dr. Lindsay Weaver both
made pleas to Hoosiers on
Wednesday to recommit to
mask use, social distancing
and other safety precautions
to attempt to stem even
wider spread of the virus.
Indiana State Health
Commissioner Dr. Kris
Box had announced she
tested positive for the virus,
which she contracted via her
grandson from an infection
that occurred at his daycare.
That state also saw 22
more deaths in Friday’s
report, the second straight
day of 20-plus deaths.
So far in October, the
state is averaging 15.5
deaths per day, notably
higher than September’s
average of 10.9 deaths per
day. The monthly average is
creeping almost as high as
June’s, when the state lost
an average of 16 Hoosiers

SEE COVID-19, PAGE A6

Area police funded for campaigns
BY AMY OBERLIN

aoberlin@kpcmedia.com

ANGOLA — The
Tri-County Traffic Safety
Partnership was awarded
$55,000 grant from the
Indiana Criminal Justice
Institute to conduct several
high-visibility enforcement
campaigns designed to
prevent traffic injuries and
fatalities.
The partnership is made up
of officers from Angola Police
Department, Steuben County
Sheriff’s Department, Butler

Police Department, DeKalb
County Sheriff’s Department,
Auburn Police Department,
Garrett Police Department and
LaGrange Police Department.
The funding was provided
by the National Traffic Safety
Highway Administration, as
part of the state’s Comprehensive Highway Injury
Reduction Program (CHIRP).
“We’re always watching
for impaired and dangerous
drivers, but certain times of
the year, usually those associated with heavy drinking

or substance abuse, come
with additional risks and
challenges,” said Matt Kling,
Angola Police Department.
“This grant allows us to step
up our efforts during those
periods so that we can further
keep road users and members
of our community safe.”
The funds will be used by
the department to conduct
overtime patrols and carry out
several targeted enforcement
campaigns throughout the
year. Those include national
mobilizations, like Drive

Sober or Get Pulled Over and
Click It or Ticket, as well as
others developed and driven
by the state, such as the Stop
Arm Violation Enforcement
program.
Although officers will
be watching for all traffic
violations during the enforcement periods, the campaigns
mainly target dangerous,
impaired or unrestrained
drivers, and will occur during
peak travel seasons and
SEE TRAFFIC, PAGE A2

