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County sees surge
in COVID-19 cases
Many refuse contact tracing
BY DAVE KURTZ

dkurtz@kpcmedia.com

AUBURN — The
DeKalb County Health
Department on Friday
reported 17 new cases
of COVID-19 in DeKalb
County residents.
The county has seen 80
cases in the first nine days
of October, the highest rate
since the pandemic began in
March.
“We’re seeing pockets,
especially in Garrett, in the
last week-and-a-half, or
two,” DeKalb County Health
Officer Dr. Mark Souder
said Friday.
“They are getting caught
at their workplace, where
they maybe were working
without masks before …
that now is not a good idea,”
Souder said. “So, I’m going
to recommend that people
in close quarters consider
using masks in offices and
factories, both.”
Transmission among
school-age students has
involved sports and other
extracurricular activities
and home activities — but
not classroom instruction,
Souder said.

Friday’s new coronavirus-positive patients range
in age from 19 to 71, a news
release said. Five are age 61
or older. The three youngest
are between 19 and 22.
This week, the Health
Department has stopped
reporting on whether
patients are hospitalized or
recovering at home. That’s
because the county Health
Department staff is taking
a “time out from contact
tracing,” Souder said.
“Very sadly, I have to
say that people are not
answering their phones, not
willing to share information, and even being rude
and offensive to the staff,”
when nurses call for contact
tracing, Souder said.
“I’m going to ask the
public to be kind to the staff
and participate if we call
… so we can do everything
possible to protect the
people of DeKalb County
and give them the best
available advice,” he said.
County health nurses also
are focusing their time on
planning flu immunization
clinics. “It’s time to get that
into high gear,” Souder said.

The county nurses
previously were attempting
to reach the 30% to 40%
of local people who were
not reached by state contact
tracers, Souder said.
“We’re having a higher
percentage of people
who don’t have any idea
where they got it. It’s not
a majority yet, but it’s an
increasing number,” Souder
added.
“It’s super-important for
people who have symptoms
to get tested,” Souder
advised. He said reporting
times for results now are
much shorter. Results from
Parkview DeKalb Hospital
are provided in 24 hours,
and a Butler testing site
predicts 72 hours but often
delivers results faster, he
said.
Friday’s new patients
raise the county’s total to
599 cases since March. The
recent rate of nearly nine
cases per day puts October
on a pace to become the
month with the most new
cases.
The county recorded
one case of COVID-19 in
March, 19 in April, 18 in
May, 121 in June, 56 in July,
137 in August and 168 in
September.

DAVE KURTZ

Rieke Park Trail reopens

A man walks on the newly reopened Rieke Park Trail in Auburn Thursday evening.
The trail has been repaved with a new asphalt coating.

County sells 132 parcels at annual delinquent tax sale
AUBURN — DeKalb County
Auditor Jan Bauman and Treasurer
Sandra S. Wilcox conducted their
annual delinquent property tax sale
on Wednesday.
A property tax sale is required
to be held in each Indiana county
for properties where an owner of
real estate fails to pay the property
taxes from the prior year’s first

property tax bill installment.
A tax lien on the property may
be sold to the highest bidder to
satisfy the tax obligation.
The owners of the properties
sold at the tax sale have one year
to pay the delinquent property
taxes, costs and penalties to keep
the property.
The sale, conducted by

costs paid in full.
“Tax sales are a necessary
function of county government,”
Wilcox said. “It is only fair to the
people who pay their property
taxes every year to pursue those
that do not pay.”
For the 104 properties that did
not sell, the county commissioners
acquire a tax lien. The county

commissioners may offer those
properties to the public at a sale at
a later date.
“It is our ultimate goal to return
these properties to the tax rolls as
quickly and efficiently as possible,”
Bauman said. “Property owned
by people that pay their property
taxes ensure our local government
services are fully funded.”
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Indianapolis-based SRI Inc. on
behalf of DeKalb County, offered
149 parcels to 23 bidders. SRI
conducts tax sales in more than
100 counties in Indiana, Michigan,
Colorado, Louisiana and Iowa.
This year’s tax sale resulted in
the collection of $403,539 from
owners and buyers. A total of 132
parcels had all taxes, penalties, and

AUBURN — Kevin Heller
is running as the Democratic
candidate for the Northeast District
seat on the DeKalb County Board
of Commissioners.
Heller is opposed by
Republican candidate Todd
Sanderson in the
Nov. 3 election.
The seat is
open because
incumbent
Commissioner
Jackie Rowan is
retiring.
Although
the candidates
Heller
must live in their
district, all voters
in the county can cast ballots in
the race.
Heller, 54, graduated from
Prairie Heights High School in
eastern LaGrange County. He
moved to DeKalb County in
the 1990s and has “tried to be
as active in the community as
possible,” he said.
He co-owns the All About You
boutique in downtown Auburn
with his wife, Robin.
Heller owned three printing
companies before he retired from
that business three years ago.
He works as director of national

accounts for Harmony Marketing
Group of Bourbon in north-central
Indiana. He said he has “always
been focused on the customer
more than anything.”
“I have to help my clients
develop solutions. That’s what I do
for a living. I think that is a huge
skill that I’ll bring to the table as
a commissioner,” Heller said. He
believes he could help remove
obstacles to
new industry,
new housing
and drainage
solutions.
He recently
retired after
more than
35 years in his side career as a
magician, which “took me to every
corner of the country.” Heller
said his travels showed him how
many small towns thrive on arts
programs and performing arts
centers.
“I’m a huge supporter of the
arts, and I can’t wait until we can
expand that here in our county,”
he said.
“I’m a huge trails advocate,”
he added. “Young people love
trails. Families move to places
where there are trails. They create
economic development and beautification.”

using conservative fiscal principles.
“I understand budgets very
AUBURN — Todd Sanderson
well,” he said.
is running as the Republican
To increase its budget without
candidate for the Northeast District
raising taxes, Sanderson believes
seat on the DeKalb County Board
county government needs a
of Commissioners.
part-time or full-time grant writer
Sanderson is opposed by
“I wonder how many grants
Democratic candidate Kevin
we have missed
Heller in the Nov. 3 election. The
by not having
seat is open because incumbent
someone that’s
Commissioner
completely
Jackie Rowan
dedicated to that
is retiring.
— who could
Although
go out and seek
the candidates
grants on behalf
must live in
of the county,
their district,
all voters in the again to build
Sanderson
county can cast ballots in the race. that infrastructure
that’s going to
Sanderson, 48, lives on the
bring the businesses make people
north edge of Auburn. He is a
want to live here?” Sanderson said.
second-generation co-owner of
With state and federal grants
Sanderson Auto Sales in Auburn,
where he has worked for 31 years, available, he said, “You’d be
foolish not to take the money.”
including the last 20 years as
However, Sanderson believes
co-owner. He also is a commercial
private-sector funding also can be
pilot and flight instructor.
used to make improvements, with
“I’m a fiscal conservative,”
support from county government.
Sanderson said. “Low taxes bring
“I’d really like to see things
more businesses to our area. Those
like the trail system completed, so
businesses provide higher-paying
jobs.” He also describes himself as we can draw that talent to DeKalb
a strong right-to-life supporter and County,” as one example of a
public-private project, he said.
constitutional originalist.
Sanderson said he has sustained “There’s a lot of support for trails.”
a business that his father started,
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TODD SANDERSON
Republican
for DeKalb County Commissioner
*Paid for by Todd Sanderson, Candidate for DeKalb County Commissioner

