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COVID cancels
Howe festival
at last minute
BY PATRICK REDMOND

predmond@kpcmedia.com

MATT GETTS

Connie Neininger, representing the group Hoosiers for Renewables, leads the line of people who wished to
speak during Wednesday’s meeting of the Noble County Plan Commission. Seated at the table, from left, are
Noble County Councilwoman Bernie Lawson, Noble Plan Director Teresa Tackett and Jared Owen, a non-voting
member representing the town of Albion.

Positive on panels

Plan Commission sends solar ordinance to commissioners
BY MATT GETTS

mgetts@kpcmedia.com

ALBION — The Noble County Plan
Commission by a 7-1 vote Wednesday
sent a favorable recommendation on
a new solar zoning ordinance to the
Noble County Commissioners.
If approved by the commissioners,
it would become a part of the county’s
Unified Development Ordinance.
The only hiccup to potential final
passage is the one dissenting vote to
the ordinance as presented Wednesday
was plan commission member Anita
Hess.
Hess is also a Noble County
Commissioner.
Hess isn’t against the solar
ordinance, the purpose of which is to
set up a framework potential commercial solar enterprises would have to
follow to install a solar field in Noble
County, but something said Wednesday
by an attorney representing a group
of residents opposed to the ordinance
resonated with her.
During his presentation, Fort Wayne
attorney Jason Kuchmay suggested it
might be prudent for the plan commission to include an expert’s opinion
as part of the approval process. The
expert’s opinion would be another
factor the Noble County Plan Commission and eventually the Noble County
Commissioners could consider when
contemplating final approval.
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“He made one good point that got to
me,” Hess said. “I thought maybe (his
idea) gave the county and check and
balance. It’s another person to grade
the paper.”
Hess said she wasn’t necessarily
married to the idea of adding such an
expert’s opinion to the process, but she
at least wanted time to consider it.
If Hess can convince either
Commissioner Gary Leatherman
or Dave Dolezal to agree with her,
that body could send the proposed
ordinance back to the plan commission
for further consideration.
According to plan commission
attorney J. Everett Newman III, the
commissioners could deal with the
proposal as early as at their Oct. 12
meeting.
The commissioners said Thursday
that they will take it up Oct. 12 as an
agenda item for their regularly-scheduled meeting, but that the solar discussion will occur after a lunch break at
1:30 p.m. in the Dekko room of the
county’s south office complex.
The commissioners’ options include
approving the ordinance or sending it
back for further work. If the commissioners fail to act, after a 90-day
period, the ordinance would become
part of the UDO since it carried a
positive recommendation from the plan
commission.
The plan commission has been
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working on the ordinance for seven
months, according to plan commission
president George Bennett. The issue
got the attention of local officials when
it was learned the state was considering
its own law regarding commercial
regulations, and that if a county did not
have its own standards approved, the
county would be stuck with what the
state considered appropriate.
The plan being sent to the commissioners would not require a rezoning
of land for commercial solar use, but
would create a zoning overlay. This
overlay would set the rules for solar
fields. Among its provisions:
• the solar panels can be no taller
than 15 feet;
• a vegetative buffer at least 6 feet
high at time of installation;
• any solar field would have to be at
least 300 feet from a non-participating,
pre-existing residential dwelling, and
be at least 50 feet from any property
line.
• any developer would have to
purchase a bond which would pay for
100% of the costs of decommissioning
the solar field.
If a developer presents an application to the Noble County Plan
Commission Office, it would be a
sent to a developmental committee
consisting of the county’s zoning
SEE SOLAR, PAGE A8

HOWE — Unfortunately,
it turns out that the third
time isn’t the charm for the
organizers of Howe’s annual
fall celebration, Indian
Summer Days.
Wednesday night,
members of the committee
of community people
who organize that event
announced the festival has
been canceled again this year
because of concerns over
COVID.
The annual festival was
scheduled to kick off Friday
afternoon. This year’s
celebration would have been
the first time in two years the
annual fall festival returned
to the streets of Howe.
The festival was canceled
in 2019 because of a state
highway construction project
that shut down SR 120
through Howe. The town
closes down several blocks of
SR 120 to host the festival.
Last year, Indian Summer
Days was canceled because
of the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic.

Jennifer McBride, a Howe
resident and member of the
festival’s planning committee
confirmed that several
members of that planning
committee were exposed to
COVID and then contracted
the illness. McBride said at
least half the members of the
committee came down with
COVID-19.
“It just wasn’t a good
situation,” she said.
McBride said it was
disappointing to have to call
off the festival yet again. The
festival was scheduled to host
events Friday, Saturday, and
Sunday. McBride said she
and other members of the
community opted to cancel
this year’s festival in order to
keep others safe.
“We’re planning on
coming back next year,” she
added. “We’re not going to
throw in the towel.”
The Howe’s Farmer’s
Market will take place
Saturday as planned, in the
town square from 7 a.m. until
noon. A Brighton Chapel
church service scheduled
for the park will happen as
planned on Sunday.

Collaborators
shaping CLC’s new
pottery studio
BY SHERYL PRENTICE

sprentice@kpcmedia.com

KENDALLVILLE — A
former school industrial arts
space at the Community
Learning Center is a
flurry of industry now, as
volunteers and the CLC staff
work toward the opening of
The Pottery, a pottery and
ceramics studio to open for
use by the community.
Kendallville potter
Deb Walterhouse, and
her husband, Tom, joined
volunteers from the Pokagon
District, Anthony Wayne
Area Council of the Boy
Scouts, to paint walls in
the space before kilns, clay

mixers, tools and materials
arrive. The equipment is
expected to be in place
by Oct. 7, when the first
ceramics class for children is
scheduled.
The Pokagon District
volunteers for that day
included Dr. Tom Jansen of
Kendallville, Ken Wilcoxson
of Auburn, Jim Stout and
Lisa Culler. Soon paint
rollers were gliding over the
walls with fresh, clean color.
The space will be painted in
the CLC’s color scheme of
blue and green.
The Pokagon District
SEE POTTERY, PAGE A8

Avilla considers allowing ATVs on streets
BY JOE MCQUEEN

jmcqueen@kpcmedia.com

AVILLA The opportunity to ride
an all-terrain vehicle or utility terrain
vehicle around Avilla may soon be
come a reality.
The Avilla Town Council discussed
at Wednesday night’s meeting about
potentially allowing ATVs and UTVs
to be ridden around the town.
UTVs are different from ATVs
being that they have roofs, trunk space,
doors and can seat up to four people
total.
Residents would be allowed to ride
their ATVs or UTVs on the streets, but
would have to abide by traffic laws
implemented by the town like riding
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under the speed limit and including
safety features like seat belts on their
vehicles.
“When it comes to this, it absolutely
has to have all those rules,” said Philip
Puckett Jr., Avilla Town Council
member, during the meeting.
Avilla Town Marshal Glen Wils told
the council members residents often
ride ATVs around town to get fuel.
Riding ATVs or UTVs will require
people to get a license to do so. If
people are caught violating the town
laws, they could face fines starting at
$100.
People would be required to register
their vehicles at the police department
and have the checklist items on them

Saturday,
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0 am

like headlights and turn signals.
They would also have to pay a $35
registration fee and have a sticker
on their vehicles showing that it’s
registered and renew it annually.
Riders would not be able to ride
them around town after dark. The
vehicles would have to be tagged by
both the town and the state department
of natural resources.
“My only worry is how fast they can
go. We can have 100 people in here
who own one and say they won’t go
fast, but can we trust them?,” Puckett
said. “If we’re going to do something
like this, it needs to be enforced by
SEE AVILLA, PAGE A8

