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Two boys arrested for shooting
GARRETT — Two boys, one a Garrett
resident and the other from Fort Wayne,
were taken into custody Wednesday in
connection with Monday night’s shooting
incident on Keyser Street in Garrett,
police said.
The arrests followed a joint investigation by the Garrett Police Department and
Indiana State Police, a news release said.
Monday at approximately 10:41 p.m.,
the Garrett Police Department received
an emergency medical call from the 400
block of East Keyser Street, reporting a
white man had been shot by a firearm.
Police units arrived to find the victim,
Thomas R. Bryant of Garrett, already
was receiving treatment for his wound.

He sustained serious injuries and was
transported to a Fort Wayne-area hospital
for treatment. He remained hospitalized
Friday.
Police attempted to find the suspects in
the immediate area by using foot patrol,
vehicular patrol, and a K-9 track, but did
not locate them.
As the investigation continued, Garrett
Police called on a detective and crime
scene investigator from the Indiana State
Police Fort Wayne Post to assist.
“Through this joint investigative
effort, leads were developed, which
quickly identified two juvenile males
as the possible suspects. Once located,
both juveniles and their parents were

brought in for questioning,” a news
release said.
Charges brought forth from the
investigation have been reviewed
and approved by the DeKalb County
Prosecutor’s Office, and the matter
is being handled through the DeKalb
County Juvenile Probation Division,
police said.
Both juveniles were transported to the
Allen County Juvenile Detention Center,
where they were being held in protective
custody.
Because charges in the case are
being handled through the juvenile
court system, names of the boys will be
withheld from release, police said.
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Mayoral
candidates to
speak at event
KPC NEWS SERVICE
AUBURN — The DeKalb Chamber Partnership and Young Professionals
of DeKalb County will host
“Meet the Candidate” night in
Garrett tonight, Sept. 10 from
5:30-7:30 p.m. at the Judy A.
Morrill Center, 1200 E. Houston
St., Garrett.
Democratic incumbent Todd
Fiandt and Republican candidate
Larry Getts will be in attendance.
Fiandt
During the event, the mayoral
candidates will spend a few
minutes sharing about themselves
and their platforms. Following the
speaking portion, candidates will
be available to meet with attendees
for further conversation and
questions.
The chamber coordinated with
both political parties to bring the
Getts
candidates to the table.
The event is open to the public.
More information can be found on the chamber’s
website at dekalbchamberpartnership.com.

Garrett school
leader responds
to ILearn results
NICOLE MINIER

Fans cheer undefeated team

Members of the 1969-1970 undefeated football team wave to cheering fans after they were introduced on the 50-yard line
Friday. From left are Brad Kinsey (1971), Jerry Claxton (1971), Rick Chamberlin (1971), Greg Weller (1970), Dave Kobiela
(1970) and Dan Barnhart (1970).

City tables school parking, bikeway
BY SUE CARPENTER

scarpenter@kpcmedia.com

GARRETT — The Garrett Common
Council last Tuesday tabled a proposed
ordinance for parking and loading around
the school campus for the second time.
At issue is the creation of a bikeway
on the north side of Houston Street from
Britton to Second streets, which would
restrict parking along that entire area at
all times.
Council members expressed concern
that the proposed changes would cause
inconvenience for people visiting Eastside
Park across from J.E. Ober Elementary
School and for sporting events at the high
school, where parking is already at a
premium.
Another plan to limit parking only
during school hours also drew concern
about safety for children crossing the
street and that it would cancel out the
proposed bikeway. New signage that
would be needed in the event of restricted
hours could be funded by various safety
grants. Council members agreed more
information needs to be collected before
any decision is made.
Also Tuesday, Meg Zenk, representing
the DeKalb County Council on Aging,
asked the City Council to consider its
annual allocation to the agency for

services it offers to Garrett residents.
The Council on Aging operates
DeKalb Area Rural Transit vehicles
throughout the county, and the Heimach
Senior Center hosts support groups for
low vision, Alzheimer’s caregivers and
grandparents. Zenk told council members
the shared budget is nearly $775,000,
with more than $500,000 for the transportation program. Last year, Zenk requested
$7,500 from the city.
The council also adopted amendments
to city codes that include penalties of
curfew for minors; definition of and
towing cost for removing or storing an
abandoned vehicle or parts, abandoned
vehicles in possession of a person other
than owner, removal of abandoned
vehicles and penalty for violators of
restrictions and provisions; parking issues
including requirements for handicap
parking spaces in residential areas; and
procedures under which code violations
are sent and deadlines for designated
violations to be abated or removed before
a second or third offense is issued.
Police Chief Roland McPherson
reported officers made 257 calls between
Aug. 19 and Sept. 2, including 73 traffic
tickets, 133 traffic warnings and five
property-damage accidents. He reported
28 arrests including 12 for drugs, six

traffic arrests, three each for operating
while intoxicated, warrants and miscellaneous, and one battery arrest. Officers
also made 65 security checks during the
period.
City Planner Milton Otero reported
141 improvement location permits to
date this year, five unsafe building code
violations and 41 property liens.
Otero emphasized the importance
of all residents responding to the 2020
Census in order for everyone to be
counted. The information is vital to
ensure fair representation and distribution
of federal funds, grants and support for
states, counties and communities. The
money is spent on schools, hospitals,
roads, public works and other vital
programs, Otero said.
At a meeting of the Board of Works
earlier in the day, City Engineer Aaron
Ott presented plans for a city parking lot
on South Cowen Street. Ott said he is
obtaining quotes for paving and discussed
the need for lighting and privacy fencing
on both sides of the property that will
provide 35 new parking spaces.
Information technology director Rick
Vie was given permission to purchase
Lansweeper IT asset management
software at an estimated annual cost of
$495.

KPC NEWS SERVICE
GARRETT — Garrett-Keyser-Butler
Schools Superintendent Tonya Weaver joined
Allen County superintendents who gathered
Wednesday in response to low ILEARN
standardized test scores made public earlier in
the day.
The Indiana Department of Education said
results show a significantly lower percentage of
students received passing scores with ILEARN
across the state and in Allen and
DeKalb counties, compared to
the previous ISTEP+ tests.
If the new results were to
be used to rank schools across
the state, more than half would
receive D or F rankings by the
department. However, the department is asking the state Legislature to enact a “hold harmless”
Weaver
year for rankings.
In Garrett schools, 31% percent of students
in grades 3-8 passed both the English language
and math sections of ILEARN, compared to
the state average of 37.1%. In grades 4 and 6,
Garrett students passed the science exam at a
40.3% rate, compared to the state average of
47.4%. In social studies testing for grade 5 only,
Garrett students passed at a 35.9% rate, below
the state average of 46%.
“At Garrett-Keyser-Buter Schools, we remain
committed to providing exceptional learning
experiences for our students each day,” Weaver
said. “Our primary focus is to meet each child
where they are as a learner, uncover their
passions and help them discover their talents.
“We are hopeful that the new sense of
urgency swirling around state testing will lead
to an improved system for our students. As Gov.
(Eric) Holcomb stated, our teachers and students
deserve consistency and continuity in how they
are being measured,” she added.
Weaver also referred to remarks by Indiana
Superintendent of Public Instruction Jennifer
McCormick regarding the test results.
“While the 2019 ILEARN results do not
SEE ILEARN, PAGE 6

City deemed shooting site a nuisance property
KPC NEWS SERVICE
GARRETT — The City of
Garrett is continuing efforts to
eliminate and rectify nuisance
properties in the community —
including the site of a shooting
last week — according to a
news release from city officials.
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Several properties
throughout the city have
been identified and are being
remedied, city officials said.
Mayor Todd Fiandt reported
Thursday morning that a
property in the 100 block of
South Harrison Street, the site
of a reported shooting incident
on Labor Day, already had been
on the radar of the city.
“Prior to the shooting, we
served an unsafe property
violation, as well as two
nuisance code violations,”
Fiandt said. “It’s a lengthy
process once a property has
been identified as a nuisance,
but we have been, and will
continue, to aggressively pursue
these violations.”
A pole barn on the site
originally was part of a
property at 412 E. Keyser St.,
but was split off at some point.

Currently, the property has
been identified as an Unsafe
Building Code violation due
to inadequate facilities. The
property owner is cooperating,
according to officials. A tent
on the property was removed
within 24 hours of the shooting
incident, according to the news
release.
Fiandt said Garrett’s code
enforcement process has
become more efficient and
effective over the last three
years, but that community input
is appreciated.
“We need neighbors and
other citizens to report these
properties to us. We value the
input. It helps us continue
to clean up our community,”
Fiandt said.
Violations may be reported
to Garrett Code Enforcement
Officer Tara Smurr at 357-5151.

SUE CARPENTER

This property in the 100 block of South Harrison Street is the alleged site
of a reported shooting in Garrett Monday. The tent has since been removed
from the site.

