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Rezoning could bring industry to county
BY ANDY BARRAND

abarrand@kpcmedia.com

AUBURN — One of two
zoning changes approved
during Monday’s DeKalb
County Commissioners
meeting could potentially
bring new industry to the
county.
The commissioners
voted 2-1 to rezone a piece
of property and its existing

structures at C.R. 72 and
C.R. 27 to low density
industry (I-2) from agriculture. Commission president
William Hartman cast the
only “no” vote.
The rezoning of the
property came to the
commissioners with a
“favorable” recommendation
from the DeKalb County
Plan Commission.

The zoning change
came to the commission
from Outerspace LLC, who
wishes to potentially lease
the property to an incoming
industry.
Chris Gaumer, director/
zoning administrator DeKalb
County, said although no
lease has been signed,
Coachman Industries
has shown interest in the

property for recreational
vehicle production.
The property was
originally zoned light
industrial when Countyline
Cheese occupied the
building. Since then, it
has been used for other
light industrial businesses,
including as a warehouse.
Gaumer said the property
was mistakenly zoned for

agriculture in 2009 when
zoning districts were
updated in the county.
“This is basically just
a cleanup,” he said. “The
structures that are on the
land makes me think it
should be zoned light
industrial.”
Gaumer said if Coachman
moves forward with leasing
the property, they aren’t

interested in doing any
expansion. He said they
are potentially looking at
leasing the property until
they can find a larger piece
of property in the county to
build on.
During the Sept. 29
plan commission meeting,
a neighbor to the property
SEE COUNTY, PAGE A6

Garrett approves
UDO contractor
BY JEFF JONES

jjones@kpcmedia.com

GARRETT — The
City of Garrett has hired a
Zionsville-based company
to create a new unified
development ordinance for
the community.
Tuesday, Board of Works
members Tom Blotkamp
and Dave Demske voted to
hire Ground Rules Inc. with
an estimated cost between
$64,000 to $69,000.
In September, the City
Council authorized City
Planner Milton Otero to seek
out companies to write a
new UDO.
A UDO provides the
framework to regulate where
and what type of development will occur, he wrote
in a report to the Board
of Works. “Codes guide
everything from permissible land uses to building
densities, locations and
setbacks,” Otero wrote.
“When done well, these
codes can make it easier
for (the) community to
implement its vision.”
“We’ve been trying to
get this done for the last
couple of years,” Otero said
Tuesday. While he reached
out to three companies —
one in Chicago and another
in Missouri — only Ground
Rules expressed interest in
making a proposal.
“UDOs, especially this
company’s UDOs, it’s
amazing how well done they
are, how easy to use they
are,” City Attorney Darrick
Brinkerhoff said. “I would

highly recommend the City
of Garrett have a unified
development ordinance.
“I know it’s expensive,
but it’s well worth the
money in my opinion.”
Scott Bowles of Spectrum
Engineering said new
measures will be in place
to avoid issues encountered
during the first phase of
a pilot internet project in
Heritage Estates.
Like the first phase,
the second phase will be
underground, Bowles said.
“One of the reasons you
do a pilot project is to have
a good handle on whether
or not that model is going
to float going forward.
It’s a way to help mitigate
some of the other risks,” he
explained.
The initial successful
bidder wasn’t able to satisfy
contract requirements. It did
not go well with another
contractor, Bowles reported,
as that firm was going
through a purchase.
“I think at that time, there
wasn’t the attention on our
project, and they had a lot of
folks who were not seasoned
and on their normal
construction work list,” he
said. “We did not know any
of that at that time.
“I think that’s why we
had a lot of problems with
the quality of workmanship.”
It resulted in a lot of
learning for everyone
involved.
“We were heads-down
focused on trying to finish

PHOTOS BY ANDY BARRAND

Camp Skeleton
Trenton Schott, an employee with
the Auburn Parks and Recreation
Department works on setting up
props in Eckhart Park for the 2021
Halloween Walk “Welcome to Camp
Skeleton”. The walk will be 7-9 p.m.
Oct. 22-24 and Oct. 29-31 at the
park. It is free for all ages. The parks
department will be hosting the Hunt
for the Great Pumpkin at Carr Field
at 6:30 p.m. Oct. 30 for children in
grades kindergarten through third
grade. To register for the event visit
auburnin.recdesk.com by Oct. 25.
Right: Visitors to Camp Skeleton in
Eckhart Park will be greeted by a
large number of tombstones.
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DeKalb County Christmas
Bureau accepting applications
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Ken Morrow captured a common theme: Susie the
Deer about to make another visit through the streets
of Butler. His mural won the judge’s choice vote at the
Harvest Festival.

Butler’s famous deer
remembered in art
BY JEFF JONES

jjones@kpcmedia.com

BUTLER — Susie,
Butler’s pet deer, hasn’t been
seen for 40 years, but she
was a prominent presence
at Butler’s Harvest Festival
Saturday.
Eight murals, created by
local and area residents,
remembered Susie and her
adventures throughout the
community in the 1970s.
Collectively, the murals
generated $651 in bids
— plus an anonymous
donation of $150 — with

proceeds going to the
Butler Main Street Association.
A rendering by Ken
Morrow depicts Susie as
she is about to embark
throughout downtown
Butler. His painting
received the judge’s choice
award. It was purchased by
Seth Gump for $175.
A work by Amy Buchs,
a prominent mural painter
in DeKalb County, won
the people’s choice vote.
Buchs’ painting sold for
SEE ART, PAGE A3

AUBURN — For
SonShine Ministries
executive director Renee
Florin, it’s never too early
to start thinking about
Christmas.
The Auburn-based
SonShine Ministries operates
a variety of programs and
services, including the
DeKalb County Christmas
Bureau, and now is accepting
applications from families
seeking Christmas assistance.
The Christmas Bureau
interviews and matches
qualified families with
companies, agencies a nd
individuals that would like to
provide gifts for children at
Christmas.
DeKalb County families
are invited to pick up
applications in person at
the Christmas Bureau, 1103
W. Auburn Drive, Tuesdays
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to
7 p.m. Florin said applicants
will be steered through the
process and requested to
return the applications along
with copies of supporting
documents.
Florin said ideally, she
would like to have the

“

Sponsors have
been tremendous
this year.
Renee Florin
application process complete
by the end of October so
families can be matched up
with sponsors.
Last year, the Christmas
Bureau served more than
200 children. This year,
Florn said, the program
already has received
commitments from many
sponsors.
“Sponsors have been
tremendous this year … I’m
blown away by how many
children are going to be
adopted,” Florin said.
“I know families
approach this late … We
need families to come in,”
she added.
As part of the application
process, families are asked
to include a letter explaining
their current situation and
why they need Christmas
assistance. In addition to
completing a “wish list” for

each child, families also may
indicate if they are in need
of food assistance or have a
household need.
In return for receiving
assistance, families must
commit to assisting the
Salvation Army with at least
two hours of ringing the bell
for the Red Kettle campaign
in Auburn between Thanksgiving and Dec. 15.
For families who miss the
Christmas Bureau application deadline, gift requests
are placed on an “Angel
Tree” in the community,
Florin said. The bureau also
has a collection of items
that have been donated
throughout the year that can
be distributed to families
that do not get adopted.
Florin noted the generosity
of sponsors has a far-reaching
impact on children and, in
some cases, changes the
trajectory of their lives.
“I know that what
happens here will forever be
in the minds of those kids,”
Florin said. “It will teach
them to pay it forward when
they get older.”
Anyone with questions
may contact the Christmas
Bureau at 925-9200, ext.
305.

