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Northeastern Indiana big player
in state deer hunt harvest
BY MATT GETTS

along the Indiana-Ohio line in
southeastern Indiana, was second
with 2,636 deer harvested.
ANGOLA — The state’s top
Noble County ranked third at
deer expert gives northeastern
Indiana an “A+” when it comes to 2,625. LaGrange County ranked
seventh with 2,283. DeKalb
deer hunting.
And the statistics seem to back County was ninth with 2,121 deer
harvested by hunters in 2019.
that up.
At the opposite end of the
In a report released by the
spectrum, Benton County ranked
Indiana Department of Natural
last for number of deer harvested
Resources on the 2019 deer
with 102 recorded in 2019. Tipton
harvest in the state, all four
northeastern Indiana counties rank County had the next fewest total
at 125.
in the top 10.
Moriah Boggess is the State
Steuben County led the way
Deer Biologist for Indiana DNR.
with more deer harvested than
Boggess has a bachelor’s degree
any other county at 2,756 deer
in fisheries, wildlife and conservataken by hunters in 2019.
tion biology from North Carolina
Franklin County, which its
State University and a master’s
from the Mississippi State
University Deer Lab. He is also
a co-founder of Hunt The Land,
a website, blog, and podcast
focused on habitat management,
bowhunting and white-tailed deer.
He said this makeup of the
four counties in northeastern
Indiana make them prime for deer
production and deer harvest. All
four counties share a nice mix
of cover and agriculture ground
which provides food year-round
for white-tailed deer.
“It’s pretty homogeneous
through all four of those
counties,” Boggess said.
While some Indiana counties
may have more cover, for
example, its the mix of agriculture land providing food that puts
mgetts@kpcmedia.com

ANDY BARRAND

Drew Wallace, water pollution control program coordinator for the city of Auburn, is pictured at the city’s
wastewater treatment plant.

Don’t flush
your wipes

Wastewater facilities
battle flushable wipes
BY ANDY BARRAND

abarrand@kpcmedia.com

Wastewater treatment
facilities in communities big
and small continue to fight
debris, hygiene products
and grease that is making its
way through sewer systems
across the United States.
One of the biggest issues
is personal hygiene wipes,
which are marketed as
flushable.
Wastewater superintendents in the four county area
say they continue to fight
the battle against flushable
wipes and other materials
that are being discarded in
municipalities wastewater
systems.
As COVID-19 hit earlier
this spring and toilet paper
was at a premium area
superintendents all issued
some kind of community
awareness piece about the
dangers of the products.
Craig Williams,
wastewater superintendent
for the city of Angola,
said they see a little relief
from the products after
community awareness pieces
are circulated. But invariably
people’s habits go back to
what they were after time.
“I have been in this for
20 years, I think changing
long term habits is extremely
difficult,” Williams said.
LaGrange Wastewater
Treatment Superintendent
Catlyn Helmuth brought
the issue to his town board
earlier this month as he
has again begun to see an
increase in debris.
“People are treating their
toilet like a trash can,” he
said.
His department is seeing
whole wash clothes being
discarded through the sewer
lines up to five times a
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week. He also continues to
have an issue with flushable
wipes.
Helmuth said, when he
started with the department
two and a half years ago
they weren’t having the
same issues.
Mark Schultz, water
pollution control superintendent for the city of Kendallville, said he believes
community awareness
campaigns are the best ways
to change people’s habits.
Schultz said although his
department hasn’t seen a
large increase, they haven’t
seen a decrease either.
Personal hygiene wipes
marketed as flushable are
just that they are flushable
and are biodegradable, but
they don’t break down as
toilet tissue does when
it enters the wastewater
system.
Toilet tissue breaks down
as it makes its way through
the sewer system and to the
wastewater treatment facility
making it almost non-existent by the time it gets to the
plant.

SEE WIPES, PAGE A2
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According to the Indiana
Department of Natural
Resources, the following
are official deer hunting
dates this year:
• Archery — Oct. 1-Jan. 3,
2021
• Firearms — Nov. 14-29
• Muzzleloader — Dec. 5-19.

northeastern Indiana at or near the
top of the deer food chain.
According to the DNR’s 2019
Deer Harvest Report, the state
reversed a three-year trend of
declining harvests with 114,882
deer taken in 2019.
Since 2015, when 124,668
deer were harvested, the numbers
had decreased to 119,342 in 2016,
113,386 in 2017 and 111,252 in
‘18.
Boggess said the harvest can
be affected greatly by weather. A
rainy opening day weekend for
gun season can put a damper on
state totals overall.
The number of licenses
purchased in the Hoosier state
continues to decline, however,
moving from a 5-year high of
137,246 in 2015 to 2019’s low
of 124,827, an overall drop of
9% from 2019. The numbers of
licenses purchased dropped in
each of those years. In 2018, the
DNR sold 127,233 licenses, and
that figure dropped 1.89% in 2019
to 124,827.
In its 2019 Deer Harvest
Survey Report, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources
also reported a roughly 2-3%
annual drop in license sales. In
that year, Michigan reported
361,000 deer harvest, nearly the
same as the prior year.

COVID Impact?
Boggess said the coronavirus
may boost the state’s overall
numbers in 2020.
Many states showed a great
increase in turkey hunters and
harvest last spring, Boggess
said. People cooped up inside
wanted to get out, and since many

Dealing with the issue
Over the years
wastewater departments
around the country have
learned how to deal with the
issue to keep their systems
up and running.
Schultz said the wipes
can not only burn up lift
station pumps they can also
accumulate in sewer lines
leaving homeowners with
complications.
Drew Wallace, water
pollution control program
coordinator with the city
of Auburn, said in a March
article published on the
city’s website that flushable

Deer hunting
seasons

SEE HUNT, PAGE A6

Indiana ranks second to last
in teens vaccinated for HPV
BY SARA BARKER

sbarker@kpcmedia.com

KENDALLVILLE —
Public attention seems to
be focused on one vaccine
in particular — one for
COVID-19. However, a
recent study is suggesting
that there’s another vaccine,
which is already available,
that Hoosiers could be
utilizing more.
In a study by WalletHub
titled 2020’s States that
Vaccinate the Most, Indiana
ranks 38 out of 51 states
(including D.C.) for all
vaccines, but second to
last in the number of teens
vaccinated for Human
Papillomavirus, or HPV.
Out of teenagers aged
13-17 with an up-to-date
HPV vaccine, Indiana ranks
only above Mississippi.
Medical professionals are
seeing this trend in northeast
Indiana, as well.
“The HPV vaccine is

definitely something that is
very misunderstood,” Noble
County Department of
Health Public Health Nurse
Cheryl Munson said.
Munson said many
have inaccurate and scary
information about the HPV
vaccine. And because it’s not
required for kids to attend
K-12 school, parents are
sometimes inclined to opt
out of the vaccine for their
child.
According to the Indiana
State Department of Health,
HPV is the most commonly
transmitted STI in the
United States, but most
people with it do not show
symptoms and don’t know
they are infected, and then
may pass it along to sexual
partners.
HPV is so common, in
fact, that about one in four
people in the United States
have it, according to the
Centers for Disease Control.

And, about 14 million
people, including teenagers,
contract HPV each year.
There is no treatment
for HPV once someone is
infected, and later in life, it
can cause multiple cancers.
In fact, nearly all cases
of cervical cancer in women
are caused by HPV. Every
year in the United States,
about 35,000 people are
estimated to be affected
by cancer caused by HPV,
according to the CDC.
The HPV vaccine can
prevent all this, however.
The ISDH recommends
the vaccine be given to both
boys and girls who are about
11 or 12 years old, but it
can be given to anyone from
ages nine to 45.
The vaccine is most
effective when it’s administered before someone’s first
sexual contact, according to
the ISDH.
And, according to the

CDC, the HPV vaccine does
not lose effectiveness over
time, and it could prevent
more than 90% of cancers
caused by HPV.
Despite what we know
now about the good the HPV
vaccine can do, Munson said
it was presented to parents
in an incorrect light when it
first came about in 2006.
“The way it was marketed
from the very get go was the
huge problem with the HPV
vaccine,” Munson said.
First, thinking of their
11 year old child becoming
sexually active is a touchy
subject for some parents, and
the vaccine was originally
marketed just to prevent the
STI, not all of the cancers it
can cause.
“Fortunately, we have
learned so much more about
this vaccine in the past 10
years,” Munson said.
Another reason why
SEE HPV, PAGE A6

