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Noble County Commissioners will likely use
COVID-19 relief money provided by the federal
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government to pay for some big-ticket jail maintenance fixes.

Preventing jail breaks

County to use ARP funds for big ticket jail maintenance
BY MATT GETTS

“
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ALBION — In a weird happenstance, the COVID-19 virus is
going to make sure jail maintenance
headaches for Noble County Sheriff
Max Weber won’t be passed down
to his successor.
Or his successor’s successor.
And likely the successor after
that.
During Monday’s meeting of
the Noble County Commissioners,
agreements were reached to start
the process of replacing 27,000
square feet of roofing on the jail and
replacing boilers, air exchange units,
piping and similar infrastructure
with two companies.
Preliminary costs estimates put
the two projects at approximately
$3.1 million, according to Weber.
Money to pay for the projects is
expected to come from the federal
government’s American Rescue Plan
payments to the county.
The county received the first $4.6
million installment in May. The next
installment is expected later this
year.
Ever since the money arrived,
municipal governments have been
trying to figure out how it could be

We’ve been piecemealing it since I’ve been
in office. It’s going to be less headaches for
our maintenance guys.”
— Sheriff Max Weber
used. Guidance on the issue was
extremely vague, and some governmental units were reluctant to touch
the funds — at least preliminarily.
According to the county’s
attorney, Dennis Graft, the final
guidance from the feds came down
two weeks ago. One of the sections
allowed for the use of up to $10
million to replace lost revenues due
to the coronavirus.
If the county chooses to use this
section, it would not have to account
for line item expenditures used for
this purpose because the county’s
total amount received falls under
that $10 million threshold.
“We don’t have to document
anything,” Graft said.
During Monday’s meeting,
the county agreed to spend up to
$20,000 to allow Trane to come

up with design plans for numerous
heating and cooling projects in the
jail, including replacing all of the
piping in the facility’s water distribution system.
Trane Technologies representative Joan Garbaciak said it would
take approximately eight weeks
to come up with design plans,
and another 18-20 weeks for the
necessary equipment to be delivered.
The total price tag for the work
is estimated to range from $1.7-$1.9
million.
Austin Papenbrock of the
Garland Company Inc. will be
putting together plans for the
roofing contract, most of which
covers the older portion of the jail
and the administrative offices. He
SEE JAIL, PAGE A6

INDIANAPOLIS —
Stopping COVID-19 is
proving exceedingly hard
to do.
Whether gaining
antibodies via a vaccine or
from having caught the virus
before, neither approach is a
silver bullet against picking
up the virus, or one of its
newer variants, again.
Getting an immunity
boost from either method,
whether vaccine or natural,
has been shown to make
a person less likely to get
infected again — or in the
case of vaccinated individuals, for the first time — as
well as decreases the likelihood of being hospitalized
or dying from the virus.
Vaccination allows a
person to get the immune
boost without suffering a
potential illness and the
risks associated with it.
While the vaccine can
have side effects, most
are mild and last a day or
two while severe reactions
are exceptionally rare and
generally occur at rates less
than the risk a person would
face by getting COVID-19.
But both types of
immunity can and do fail.
As of Friday, Indiana
had seen 45,478 reinfection cases. Reinfections are
people who had COVID-19
once before and then
contracted a second time.
As for vaccine
breakthroughs, 218,793
Hoosiers have suffered a
breakthrough infection after
vaccination.
While the number of
breakthrough infections is
larger, a few caveats with the
numbers:
First, the state started
recording breakthrough
infections earlier than it did
reinfection cases. Indiana’s
reinfection numbers are
only from Sept. 1, 2021 and
forward, while breakthrough
records started before that.
Indiana had just over 5,300

breakthrough cases recorded
as of Aug. 9, 2021.
Second, the number of
vaccinated individuals is far
larger than the number of
people who had COVID-19
at least once before.
Indiana has about
3.63 million individuals
who are fully vaccinated,
as compared to about
1.5 million people who
contracted COVID-19 and
didn’t die from it.
On a percentage basis,
to date, the reinfection
rate has been about 3% of
people who had COVID-19
once. Meanwhile, the
breakthrough rate is about
6% of the total vaccinated
population.
Indiana has seen
an increasing rate of
breakthroughs in recent
months as the delta variant
continued to rage in the
latter half of 2021 and
the new highly infectious
omicron variant arrived.
Health officials have
noted that breakthrough
infections are likely to
increase as immunity for
the first course of vaccines
wanes. Booster shots are
recommended for anyone six
months past their original
two-shot dosage of Moderna
or Pfizer vaccines, or two
months after a Johnson &
Johnson vaccine. Those
boosters can help re-energize
the immune response to the
virus.
About 1.64 million
Hoosiers have received a
booster, representing about
half of all fully vaccinated
individuals to date, so there
are thousands of individuals who are continuing
day-to-day life past the
recommendation shelf life
of their first vaccine course,
leaving them more susceptible to breakthrough cases.
A recent study looking
at individuals in New York
and California showed that
people who had gained
SEE IMMUNITY, PAGE A6

CN Elementary reports increased ILEARN scores
BY JOE MCQUEEN
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ALBION — Passing scores for
Indiana’s ILEARN tests saw an
increase among students at Central
Noble schools.
Students at Central Noble
Elementary School scored higher
proficiency rates on the ILEARN
tests this Spring semester after
scoring very low last year.
Scores on the reading and
math tests from Spring 2021 were
lower than prior years, much of
it attributed to the learning loss
students experienced due to online
learning during the pandemic.
For Spring 2022, third graders
had a 49.4% passing rate on
the reading exam, a nearly 16%
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increase from
last year. Fourth
graders scored
49.2%, increasing
their rate by 13%
from Spring 2021
while fifth graders
increased their
passing rate by
Knipper
9% finishing with
a 50% pass rate.
For the math test, students in
third grade scored a 61.8% passing
rate, a nearly 9% rise from last
year. Fourth graders finished with
62.1%, increasing their rate by
14% and fifth graders scored a
44.6% pass rate, increasing their
rate by about 4%.
What led to the higher scores
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is the school using nearly all of
its ESSER funds, which are funds
schools that were provided through
the CARES Act passed back in
March 2020 to help schools adapt
to the changes in classrooms
during the height of the pandemic,
and invest it into better preparing
students for the tests.
“A few years ago, we shifted
our curriculum to knowledgebased learning which emphasizes
students learning a core of shared
knowledge,” Central Noble
Elementary Principal Jared
Knipper said. “This includes
learning core knowledge of the
language arts and the science of
reading.”
The science of learning includes

teaching students language
comprehension, literacy knowledge
and phonics instruction, which
teaches students about letter-sound
correspondence and how their used
in reading and spelling.
He said the elementary school
has also realigned its reading
curriculum which other schools
have worked on as well.
“Our teachers have become
more accustomed to using it,” he
said. “We really focus on reading
and knowledge retention though
science and social studies.”
The knowledge-based reading
teaches students to have a core
knowledge of different academic
subjects. He said students have
been doing lots of reading, particu-

larly non-fiction reading.
Students learn the deeper
understandings of what words
mean, learn how to read charts
and analyze data and even have
an entire social studies unit about
inventors.
He said students have also
learned in social studies classes
about the medieval times and the
Greek and roman empires.
“We took a lot of our reading
curriculum and blended it into our
core knowledge and project based
learning,” he said.
The school’s focus isn’t entirely
on test scores, but he said they’re
more focused on doing what’s
best for kids and doing better as a
school.

Joy of Lights makes local donations
FROM STAFF REPORTS
SHIPSHEWANA — The group
behind the holiday lights spectacular
in Shipshewana is using some of the
money that the event raised to help
nine local organizations.
Shipshewana’s Lights of Joy, which
featured more than two million LED
Christmas lights that were displayed
along a one-and-a-half-mile trail drew
thousands of visitors to Shipshewana
this past holiday season
Now, Shipshewana Trading
Place and Blue Gate Hospitality are
donating $500 each to nine different
organizations in Shipshewana and the
surrounding areas. The group made
donations to LaGrange County Habitat

for Humanity, LaGrange County Night
to Shine, Boomerang Backpacks,
Inc, Blessings in a Backpack, Elijah
Haven, Compassion Pregnancy
Center of LaGrange and The Arc
of LaGrange County, the LaGrange
County Sheriff’s Reserve Fund, and
the Shipshewana Police Department.
“Shipshewana area residents are
always willing to step up to the
challenge of helping those in need.
They more than proved themselves
again this season, while getting
the chance to enjoy Shipshewana’s
Lights of Joy,” said Ryan Riegsecker,
president of Blue Gate Hospitality.
“We are thrilled to be part of such
a giving community and proud to

be a part of this extra fundraising
opportunity that helps these organizations by supporting our community
throughout the year,” said Brian
Lambright, business development
director of Shipshewana Trading
Place.
The annual display sets up lights
each November and December on
the grounds of the Shipshewana RV
Park and allows traffic to wind back
and forth through numerous displays.
Visitors enter the grounds of the
Shipshewana Flea Market on SR 5
and drive through the 1.5-mile course
of Christmas light scenes, exiting
onto C.R. 200 North.
SEE LIGHTS, PAGE A6

