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EMA sees its
role growing
BY PATRICK REDMOND

predmond@kpcmedia.com

LAGRANGE— When
the coronavirus pandemic
started rolling across the
community, headed toward
Indiana, communities like
LaGrange County quickly
saw just how important
it was to have modern,
up-to-date plans in place
to deal with this and other
kinds of emergencies.
That job falls to the
local Emergency Management Agency, an office that
largely went unnoticed by
most of the members of the
community up to that point,
was suddenly pushed into
the spotlight.
Now, with the pandemic
hopefully in the rearview
mirror, Bill Morr,
LaGrange’s EMA director,
said the pandemic has
helped push his department
out of the shadows and other
departments and organizations are now reaching out to
his office more than before.
They are calling more
now, they want to know our
opinion on things, they want
our recommendations” he
said.
It’s a job Morr doesn’t
take lightly.
Morr is responsible for
making sure local emergency
services are ready when
disasters strike. From floods
to fires to tornados, Morr has
to be ready for it all.
You have to plan for all
the things you hope never
happen,” he said of his job.
“You don’t want those things
to happen, but you want to
be ready in case they do.”
Morr has been in his job
for about 14 months now,
but it seems it’s a position he
was born to serve.
A former volunteer
firefighter, Morr joined the
LaGrange County Sheriff
Office dispatch team and
eventually became that
department’s director. After a
short stint in the county’s IT
department, the Emergency
Management Director’s
position opened, and Morr

was hired to assume that
role.
“This job is entirely right
up my alley. I enjoy the
emergency services side of
it, and I like planning, so
this just fits in with what I
like to do” he said.
Morr said his
background, years working
inside LaGrange County’s
emergency services
community, helped groom
him for the EMA director’s
chair.
“I built a series of
relationships through
my years with people in
the LaGrange County’s
emergency services
network,” he added.
Still, the pandemic proved
to be one of the biggest tests
yet of a local EMA office.
The EMA took the lead
ordered a lot of the personal
protective equipment that
suddenly was necessary to
keep first responders safe
during the initial phases of
the pandemic. Morr said it
took a lot of effort to find
and get all the equipment
needed.
“We were struggling to
get masks, to get gloves. The
state was in short supply.
The second those things
became available, you had
to be in line and ready to go
get them,” he explained.
Morr said support from
other local organizations,
like grants given to his
department by the LaGrange
County Community Foundation, made it possible for
the EMA to go directly to
suppliers to purchase some
of that equipment as needed.
Morr said the pandemic
changed some of the
parameters of his agency,
requiring it work more
closely with other county
departments, like the health
department, it previously had
little relationship with.
“I worked really closely
with the health department
setting up vaccine clinics.
I worked to secure a lot of
SEE EMA, PAGE A6
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Bill Morr, LaGrange County Emergency Management
Agency director, talks about what it takes to plan for
disasters.
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The Steuben County Community Foundation
announced its finalists for the 2022 Lilly Endowment
Community Scholar last month. Pictured above
they are Jaden Soller, Harper Henney, Kaylee Wise,
Autumn Chilenski, Olivia Stoy and Marcus Miller.

GivingTuesday: give back to community
nonprofits, scholarships and endowments
Community
Foundations offer
various ways to donate
BY CHRISTY HARRIS

charris@kpcmedia.com

In its ninth year, GivingTuesday
was established as a way to provide
for shared humanity and generosity
through a single day of giving.
Giving can be in the form of
making a stranger smile, helping
a neighbor or anyone in need.
Although it has since expanded
as a year-long movement, many
utilize GivingTuesday as a way to
provide for local nonprofits as the
Christmas giving season begins.
For the past four years, Steuben
County Community Foundation has assisted area nonprofits
in identifying their greatest for
GivingTuesday by creating a wish
list.
According to its website, “Last
year, we heard stories of individuals who used these wish lists to
donate toys and fund projects for
nonprofits, delighted to see how
they could make a difference. This
year, we had 22 nonprofits participate.”
In DeKalb County, the
community foundation held its
annual GivingTuesday fundraiser
from Oct. 1 through Nov. 19.
According to the DeKalb County
Community Foundation, “We had
21 nonprofit organizations participating in this year’s event. The
three organizations who raised
the most money will each receive
an unrestricted grant from the
Community Foundation, however,
only money donated specifically to
the organizations’ endowment funds
held here at the Foundation will
be included in their final amounts
fundraised.”
With only three hours remaining
in its fundraiser in the late

See photos
of (event) at
kpcnews.com/
gallery
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To raise awareness of and funds for local veterans on Veterans Day,
Rathburn Tool and Manufacturing in DeKalb County held a contest in
which three teams made up of employees had the opportunity to raise
$14,327 for the Veteran Endowment Fund held at the DeKalb County
Community Foundation. Pictured above is the winning team, Team
Redcatchers. Established in April 2021 by Jerry Rathburn, the Veteran
Endowment Fund provides support for U.S. veterans and their families
in North East Indiana with a focus on DeKalb County.
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2021 LaGrange County
Community Foundation Heart of
Gold Recipients, Dean Domer and
Shanan Staton.

afternoon hours of Nov. 19, the
foundation’s latest reported total
was $56,411.59 raised by participating organizations.
LaGrange County Community
Foundation believes, “all gifts,
large or small, can have a lasting
impact in LaGrange County. With
that in mind, there are a number of
ways to donate to The LaGrange
County Community Foundation
that are tax-deductible. All of them
SEE GIVING, PAGE A6
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In celebration of its 30th anniversary, Community Foundation
of Noble County conducted
interviews with founding
members of the foundation.
Pictured above is Gwen Tipton a
member of the foundation prior
to the establishment of the board
of directors. Tipton served on
the founding board from 1991 to
1994. This and other videos can
be viewed on the foundation’s
Facebook page.

Local vaccines have another good week
BY STEVE GARBACZ

sgarbacz@kpcmedia.com
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The 2022 Steuben County Lilly Scholar, held at the
Steuben County Community Foundation, will receive
a full-tuition scholarship and a $900 annual book
stipend to attend an Indiana college. The recipient
will be announced next month.

INDIANAPOLIS — In a shortened
holiday week, local vaccine numbers
posted good numbers as child vaccine
efforts continue across the state.
Because of the holiday, the last day
of state data updated on Wednesday,
two days short of the usual week.
Still, the local area saw betterthan-average vaccine uptake, with 364
first-timers coming in for shots.
That’s lower than the 673 recipients
the week before, but close to the 393
the seven-day week before that.
DeKalb County had 142 first-time
recipients, followed by 110 in Noble
County, 68 in Steuben County and 44
in LaGrange County.
State numbers were down on the
shortened week at 29,801 compared to

61,529 on the full week prior.
Indiana is still seeing some
increased vaccine uptake as the state
starts vaccinating children age 5-11,
who only became eligible for shots
within the last month.
About 9.4% of the state’s nearly
609,000 youngsters in that age bracket
have had their first shots and about the
first 0.5% of the group has received its
second and become fully vaccinated.
The state’s also been seeing a large
uptake in booster vaccines, which
are now approved for all adults after
previously only being recommended
for older people and other high-risk
individuals.
The state has been distributing more
than 10,000 boosters per day recently,
helping to supplement the immunity
of people who had been previously

vaccinated.
Statewide, 50.4% of all Hoosiers
have been fully vaccinated. Children
under 5 years old can’t be vaccinated
yet, while most age 5-11 haven’t had
enough time elapse to get their second
dose yet.
Locally, vaccination rates continue
to remain well behind the statewide
average.
Steuben County is at 42.5%,
DeKalb County sits at 38.5%, Noble
County at 37.2% and LaGrange County
at a state-lowest 21.2%.
The state is continuing to see
a renewed surge in new cases and
hospitalizations as the state heads into
the winter months.
After seeing improvement after
mid-September for about six weeks
SEE VACCINES, PAGE A6

