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‘Hoosiers’ hoops hero to lead
fair’s grand finale parade
BY DAVE KURTZ

Auburn about
20 years ago.
Plump said he
AUBURN — A Hoosier
looks forward
basketball hero whose fame has
to returning.
spread around the world will
“Bobby
ride as grand marshal of the
Plump’s story
Grand Finale Parade on Oct. 2
is such a great
at the DeKalb County Free Fall
hometown
Fair.
Plump
Hoosier story.
Bobby Plump’s last-second
We thought it
shot won a state championship
would be a great opportunity
for tiny Milan High School
to invite him here to participate
in 1954. The 1986 movie
“Hoosiers,” based on the team’s in our parade,” said Auburn
Mayor Mike Ley. “We’re
true story, became one of the
most beloved sports films of all excited to meet him in person
and welcome this Hoosier hero
time.
to Auburn.”
“The movie took this thing
An autograph session
worldwide,” Plump said. He
once received letters from three with Plump will take place at
the James Cultural Plaza in
children in France who were
downtown Auburn immediately
asking for his autograph. Six
after the 10 a.m. parade, with
months ago, he was invited to
serve as a guest on a sports-talk autographs beginning at approximately 11:30 a.m. on Oct. 2.
show in Spain.
The basketball legend
The entire Milan team rode
as grand marshals of the Auburn marked his 85th birthday on
Sept. 9 and still works daily
Cord Duesenberg Festival
at his financial firm, Bobby
Parade of Classics through
dkurtz@kpcmedia.com

Plump & Associates, in the
Broad Ripple neighborhood of
Indianapolis. About one block
away, he and his son have
operated a restaurant and sports
bar, Bobby Plump’s Last Shot,
since 1995.
In his leisure time, Plump
enjoys walking on his wooded
property near Columbus,
southeast of Indianapolis.
“It’s remote enough, nobody
can find me. Sometimes, that’s
a blessing,” he said.
Plump can’t escape the
spotlight for long, however.
During last spring’s NCAA
men’s basketball tournament, CBS announcer Jim
Nantz met with him at Hinkle
Fieldhouse in Indianapolis
and then mentioned it during
a game broadcast, leading to a
flurry of attention. Plump was
attending the tournament game
with Angelo Pizzo, writer and
producer of “Hoosiers,” in the
SEE PLUMP, PAGE A6

MILAN ‘54 MUSEUM

Bobby Plump, standing at center, gathers with Milan teammates and
“Hoosiers” writer Angelo Pizzo, standing at right.

County COVID
numbers continue
downward trend

Auburn
man uses
rowboat as
an escape
vehicle
BY PATRICK REDMOND

predmond@kpcmedia.com

WOLCOTTVILLE — An
Auburn man who attempted
to evade police officers by
jumping in a rowboat and
rowing away was arrested
Tuesday by the LaGrange
County Sheriff’s Office.
Kenneth W. Bolen, 32,
of Auburn was charged with
resisting arrest.
The LaGrange County
Sheriff’s Office was
dispatched to Adams Lake
after residents reported a
man acting suspiciously.
After officers arrived
on the scene, and tried to
make contact, the man, later
identified as Bolen, jumped
in a nearby rowboat and
started rowing away from
them toward the other side
of the lake.
Deputies were able to
quickly set up a perimeter
on the south side of Adams
Lake and managed to take
Bolen into custody when
he brought the boat to the
shore.
Bolen was transported to
the LaGrange County Jail
where he was charged with
resisting law enforcement,
a Class A misdemeanor and
theft, a Level 6 felony.
The LaGrange County
Sheriff’s Office was
assisted by officers from the
LaGrange police, members
of the Indiana State Police
and conservation officers
with the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources.
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SUE CARPENTER

From left, Nick Timmerman of E & B Paving presents a check for $3,000 to
Garrett High School Career Development Program Director Chad Sutton for
the school’s new Heavy Highway program. With them are students Brady
Heltsley; Ivy Tech Heavy Highway instructor Zac Caenepeel; students Bryan
Gomez, Bryce Krider, James Kimmel, Sam Ross and Corbin Klenke; Thane
Knox of E & B Paving and student Tim DePew.

Horizontal construction
course added at Garrett
BY SUE CARPENTER

scarpenter@kpcmedia.com

GARRETT — Horizontal construction is a new trade added to Garrett High
School’s Career Development Program
this year.
Last week, representatives from E &
B Paving presented a check for $3,000
to program director Chad Sutton to help
fund the National Center for Construction
Education and Research Heavy Highway
program where students earn 18 college
credits and a certificate.
“Students will receive experiences in
the program best described as horizontal
construction. This includes excavation,
soil, concrete, asphalt, aggregate, road
construction, site development, heavy
equipment and bridge work,” said Sutton.
“Participants will be exposed to these
industries and the opportunities available
to them from business in the community.”
Through the course, students will have
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the opportunity to visit job sites, participate in relevant hands-on lab experiences,
as well as meet industry professionals
from many different businesses, he added.
E & B Paving did all the paving and
curbing in school-owned Brennan Estates
subdivision last year and was part of
resurfacing the school parking lots this
year, according to company representative Nick Timmerman.
“It’s been a very good success in
Garrett and we want to continue to give
back to the program,” Timmerman said.
“Chad has been an awesome partner with
us. We are trying to get some of the kids
to come and work with us with internships and hire them on so they have a
full-time job before they graduate.
“When done with the horizontal
construction program, the goal is that the
students are ready to come to a company
such as E & B Paving,” where they will
SEE GARRETT, PAGE A6

FROM STAFF REPORT
AUBURN — DeKalb
County continues to see
a decrease in COVID-19
activity as cases were down
another 10 cases this week
from last.
The DeKalb County
Health Department reported
177 new cases of COVID-19
this week, down from 187
last week and down from
a high of 204 for the week
ending Sept. 10.
The 177 new cases for
the week bring the county’s
total number of cases to
5,858 from the start of the
pandemic in March 2020.
The county has reported 83
deaths due to the virus.
County health officials
haven’t seen a large spike in
cases involving school-age
children as countywide
school systems are reporting
single digits each day.
For the week, the county
averaged around 30 cases for
school aged children.
With that being said,
the health department is
urging caution as next
week is the DeKalb County
Free Fall Fair. Officials
advise everyone to mask
up when in close contact
with other individuals and
take an opportunity to get
vaccinated.
A vaccination clinic
will be held Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, Oct.
2 at Middaugh Hall from
12-8 p.m. during the fair.
There will also be a mobile
testing and vaccination site
at the ACD Museum parking

Pfizer
boosters
available

FROM STAFF REPORT
INDIANAPOLIS
— High-risk Hoosiers
who previously received
a two-dose COVID-19
vaccine from Pfizer are
now eligible to get a
booster to increase their
protection against the
virus as they head into
colder weather.
The announcement
may have limited impact
locally, as most of the
vaccines distributed in
the four-county area were
Moderna vaccines and the
state is not authorizing
mix-and-match vaccine
regimens.
The Indiana
Department of Health

SEE BOOSTER, PAGE A6

lot from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Wednesday and Thursday.
The weekly break down
of cases included: 14 in the
0-10 age group, 29 in the
11-20 age group, 17 in the
21-30 age group, 22 in the
31-40 age group, 39 in the
41-50, 27 in the 51-60 age
group,16 in the 61-70 age
group, seven in the 71-80,
four in the 81-90 and two in
the 91-100.

Heavy rain possible cause of roof collapse
BY ANDY BARRAND

abarrand@kpcmedia.com and

KATHRYN BASSETT

kbassett@kpcmedia.com

AUBURN — The Schaab
Building in the 100 block
of South Main Street has
been a fixture of downtown
Auburn for decades.
Heavy rains on
Wednesday and Thursday
took their toll on the
building though, as the rear
of the building and a portion
of the roof collapsed early
Thursday morning.
Auburn Mayor Mike Ley
said he surveyed the damage
with current building
owner Jeremy Bowers

on Thursday. Bowers, a
principal structural engineer,
and the mayor, who has a
background in construction,
surmised that the damage
was caused after the rain
had pooled on the roof.
“This is the main reason
local business owners need
to make sure their roof
drains stay clear of debris,”
Ley said.
The city’s wastewater
treatment plant just south
of town reported three
inches of rain as of 9 a.m.
Thursday morning.
Ley said the damage
SEE SCHAAB BUILDING, PAGE A6

ANDY BARRAND

The Schaab Building in the 100 block of South Main
Street in Auburn received damage to the roof area and
back of the building during Wednesday and Thursdays
rain storm.

