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Auburn’s newest police officer
followed hoop dreams to U.S.
BY DAVE KURTZ

dkurtz@kpcmedia.com

AUBURN — In her home
country of Latvia, Sabine
Filippovica’s parents tried to
discourage her from playing
basketball.
She took up the sport,
anyway, and began a path across
thousands of miles to a new
career. Today, Filippovica, 30,
is a newly sworn U.S. citizen,
about to become a full-time
officer for the Auburn Police
Department.
The Auburn Board of Works
hired Filippovica late last month.
After physical and psychological
testing, the department expects
she will be approved by late
November.
“It’s been a long journey. I’m
very excited,” Filippovica said
this week.
The journey began when she
was a 14-year-old track athlete
with a desire to switch to basketball.
Her parents agreed to take her
to a tryout, hoping she would see
that basketball was “not for her,”
she said.
“Once I got there, they picked
me in the first round and said,
‘We’ll offer you a scholarship,’’”
Filippovica said.
She played with Latvian
national teams for the next five
years, traveling to tournaments
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Early voting
draws crowd
First day brings lines, early arrivals
BY KATHRYN BASSETT

kbassett@kpcmedia.com

AUBURN — Voters turned out
in droves Tuesday to cast their
ballots early in the Nov. 3 general
election.
Early voting in the general
election began Tuesday at the
clerk’s office in the DeKalb
County Courthouse, 100 S. Main
St., Auburn.
“We have had a large number
of voters today,” DeKalb County
Clerk Holly Albright said Tuesday
afternoon. “They started lining up
at 7:30 a.m. this morning.”
By about 3:20 p.m., 330 voters
had cast their ballots early in
person, Albright said.
She said Tuesday was “the
largest first day (of early in-person
voting) any of my staff has ever
seen.
“This morning when everyone
showed up, the wait was 30-40
minutes, but by 11 a.m. the wait
was down to approximately 10
minutes or less,” she added.
Early voting will continue until
noon on Monday, Nov. 2. Hours
will be Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Early voting

also will take place at the clerk’s
office on Saturdays, Oct. 24 and
31, from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Additional early voting opportunities take place Oct. 24 and 31
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at New
Hope Christian Center on C.R.
427 in Waterloo and Dayspring
Community Church on North
Indiana Avenue in Auburn, as well
as Oct. 26-30 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Nov. 2 from 8 a.m. to noon at
New Hope.
Evening early voting will be
offered Oct. 27 from 2-7 p.m. at
Coburn Corners Church of Christ
near St. Joe and Oct. 29 from
2-7 p.m. at Dayspring.
Albright’s office also is seeing
a substantial number of requests
for absentee ballots by mail. As
of Monday, her office had mailed
2,284 ballots and had received
1,195 back, she said. Mail ballots
must be received by noon on
Election Day, Nov. 3, to be
counted, Albright said.
In the June primary election, of
the total 6,792 ballots cast, 3,024
were absentee ballots by mail
and 634 were walk-in early votes,
election records show.

Garrett Middle School
reopens from shutdown
BY SUE CARPENTER

Related story

GARRETT — Garrett Middle
School students returned to classes
Tuesday following a one-week
suspension of in-person classes due
to six positive cases of COVID-19
in its population.
Classes originally were to
resume at the middle school
Monday, but the district was among
DeKalb County schools that closed
Monday due to heavy fog. An
eLearning Day was implemented.
A large number of students
had been placed in quarantine in
connection with contact tracing
for those six positive cases. All
classes were temporarily switched
to virtual learning models effective
Sept. 28 to reduce further spread.

■ Riverdale Elemenatry School
places nine in quarantine.
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The decision was a collaborative
effort by local health officials, the
school nurse and Garrett-KeyserButler Schools administration,
according to school officials.
Garrett Middle School became
the first school in DeKalb County
to halt in-person instruction due to
a COVID-19 outbreak. The closing
did not affect Garrett High School
or J.E. Ober Elementary School in
Garrett.
Parents were instructed to call
the school district’s nurse if a
student shows symptoms.

Newcomers vie for DeKalb Central board
Johnson wants to serve community Newbauer seeking to build up trust
BY KATHRYN BASSETT

kbassett@kpcmedia.com
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Jeff Johnson says it is “time to
work together.”
He is seeking the Fairfield/
Smithfield seat on the DeKalb
Central school board in an election
race with Josh Newbauer. The
seat currently is held by Jay
Baumgartner, who is not seeking
re-election.
“My mission
as a school
board member
is to serve our
community and
work to ensure
a better brighter
future for all of
our children,”
Johnson said.
Johnson
He wants
to establish
community partnership with
schools through transparency, he
added.
Johnson is the parent of a
17-year-old DeKalb High School
senior as well as a 4 1/2-year-old
who will be a future Baron, he
said.
“An amazing amount of
potential, that’s what I see. I look
at it, and I see potential,” he said of
the district and his desire to serve
on the board.
He said he was encouraged

to seek election by people who
thought the school board could use
a new face.
He said he wants to “create
accountability that district
decisions made by the school
board are led solely based on the
initiative for the betterment of
all students, school district and
community.”
Johnson said his background
and knowledge of the construction
and excavation industry would
serve him well
as a school
board member.
He is a
superintendent for API
Construction, having risen to the position
“from the ground up,” learning
homebuilding, carpentry and
excavating skills from his
great-uncle and father, he said.
Johnson said he has a
well-rounded grasp on all areas of
construction as well as knowledge
of management, bidding and
funding projects.
“I think I can help out all the
way across the board. I love sports,
I love music, I have a construction
background from the ground up,
and I think that I can just lend a
helping hand. I’m very receptive of
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Josh Newbauer is running for
DeKalb Central school board
because he wants to build trust,
cohesiveness and transparency, he
said.
He is seeking the Fairfield/
Smithfield seat on the board in an
election race with Jeff Johnson.
The seat currently is held by Jay
Baumgartner, who is not seeking
re-election.
Newbauer
believes his experience with leadership boards and
committees and his
management skills
make him a good
candidate.
“I’ve heard from the public,
when I’m out there going door-todoor, talking to people about what
their concerns are … some people
don’t feel there’s enough transparency,” Newbauer said.
“I personally don’t have any
evidence of that … but what I
want to do is make sure that the
public gets the right information,
that the information that can be
shared is shared.”
Newbauer has been a part of
the DeKalb County community for
the past 42 years. After graduating
from DeKalb High School, he got
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a job on the railroad for a short
time before enlisting in the U.S.
Navy, stationed in San Diego,
California, on an aircraft carrier.
Newbauer credits his time in
the Navy for developing his drive
and commitment. While serving
in the military, he learned to
work with a variety of people to
accomplish team-oriented goals
and missions, he said.
After returning
to DeKalb
County, he got
a job at Pranger
Enterprises,
where he has
spent the past 20
years.
“I literally
started at the
Newbauer
very bottom,
basically pushing
a broom,” Newbauer said. He
worked his way up to his current
position of director of design and
estimation.
He believes his management
skills and experience in budgeting
would serve him well as a school
board member. He also has a
positive attitude, he said, which he
would bring to the table.
“I feel like I can bring a sense
of bringing parties together,” he
said.
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