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Grant boosts
job recruiting
Northeast region receives $100,000
BY LISA ESQUIVEL LONG
llong@kpcmedia.com

JEFF JONES

Butler chalk walk
Mikala DeWeese, 16, left, and niece Karly Kaufman, 12, show off their Butler-themed chalk art that
includes a windmill and Susie the Deer.

FORT WAYNE — The
Northeast Indiana Regional
Partnership has received a
matching grant from the Indiana
Economic Development Corp. that
will allow it to increase domestic
business development trips and
site selector visits to the 11-county
region.
The partnership’s region
consists of Adams, Allen, DeKalb,
Huntington, Kosciusko, LaGrange,
Noble, Steuben, Wabash, Wells
and Whitley counties.
The $100,000 grant will be
matched by existing funds from
the regional partnership’s business
development budget, according
to Kate Virag, the partnership’s
vice president of marketing and
strategic communications.
“The grant expands our travel
efforts and allows us to do more
on behalf of the region, to reach

our Vision 2030 goals of growing
population and increasing per
capita personal income and
educational and credential attainment,” she wrote in an email.
“Business development professionals and local economic
developers always target jobs with
average wages higher than the
regional average wage.”
The trips focus on northeast
Indiana’s target industries,
including advanced materials such
as Warsaw’s Zimmer Biomet and
Depuy Synthes and Woodburn’s
BFGoodrich; design and craftsmanship such as Fort Wayne-based
Sweetwater and Vera Bradley and
Smith Brothers of Berne; and
defense and high-tech communications such as BAE Systems,
Raytheon and Harris Corp., all of
Fort Wayne.
They also have “specific
emphasis around our established
SEE GRANT, PAGE A6

Historical marker to honor Garrett-born actor
KPC NEWS SERVICE
GARRETT — A historical
marker honoring the life and
achievements of actor John
Bowersox will be placed in
Garrett, making it the fifth Indiana
historical marker in DeKalb
County.
DeKalb County Historian John
Bry said he received word about
the marker Friday from the Indiana
Historical Bureau, which administers the marker program.
Bry submitted the application
for consideration earlier this year.
It was one of 38 applications
received from across the state,
which was a record number for the
bureau, Bry said.
The marker honoring Bowersox
will be the third marker Bry has
procured for the county in the past
three years. Prior to that, DeKalb
County had ranked as one of the
most under-represented in terms of
the number of markers, compared
to the state’s other 92 counties, Bry
said.
“To be eligible to be considered
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for an official state historic marker, Indiana Historical Bureau staff
topics may be of a place such as
works with the county historian
building, person or event that was
on the installation process and the
significant in the broader context
final wording of the marker before
of the state’s history, or whose
it is cast.”
activities or contributions, brought
John Bowersox, who went by
or had, a significant notoriety
the stage name of John Bowers,
to the state,
was born and
nation or world.
raised in Garrett.
Subjects must be
He was the son
truly unique and
George and
Bowersox was ... of
not significant
Ida Bowersox.
to local history
His father was an
one of the initial
alone,” Bry said.
engineer on the
1,500 stars installed Baltimore and
“Aside from
the application,
Railroad.
on the Hollywood Ohio
primary sources
The family
research must
resided at 117 S.
Walk of Fame.”
provide documenCowen St., and
tation backing
the home is the
— John Bry, county historian
the claims as to
last surviving
why the subject
residence along
fits the criteria. A suitable location that portion of the block, Bry said.
for the marker is identified, and
Bowersox attended Garrett
funds raised if the application is
schools and Huntington Business
successful, as the state does not
College. He began acting while in
pay for the bronze plaques. Each
college and had a successful stage
costs $3,000, and (they) are made
career before transitioning to silent
at a foundry in southern Indiana.
films. During his career, he made

“

more than 90 movies and would
become one of the best-known
leading men of early Hollywood,
Bry said. He made an appearance
in his hometown of Garrett in
1925 to a rousing crowd of fans
and local dignitaries while he was
traveling to New York City to work
on several films there.
Bowersox’s wife, Maurgerite
de la Motte, was also a screen
legend and paired with icons such
as Douglas Fairbanks. She also
would become one of the founding
members of the Screen Actors
Guild. The couple were separated
by the time of Bowersox’s death
in 1936.
“His career had stalled by that
time, as the advent of sound in
motion pictures had become the
norm. Bowersox’s tragic death
and life is believed to be one
of the inspirations for the main
character in the original ‘A Star is
Born’ film that debuted in 1937.
The movie was remade again
recently starring Lady Gaga and
SEE MARKER, PAGE A6
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The life of actor John Bowersox
will be honored with a historical
marker in Garrett.

Library hosts book clubs for readers with all tastes
BY KATHRYN BASSETT

kbassett@kpcmedia.com

AUBURN — Whether it’s
nonfiction memoirs, easy-reading
romances or graphic novels, the
Eckhart Public Library book clubs
aim to offer something to readers
with all tastes in books.
“There are a lot of options,”
said library assistant director Jenny
Kobiela Mondor.
Kobiela Mondor heads the
Reader’s Delight book club. The
club’s motto is “Life is hard.
Books don’t have to be,” she said.
Book picks include
easy-reading, lighter material, such
as romances, mysteries and books
with happy endings, she said.
“It’s a super-low-stress book
club,” Kobiela Mondor added.
The club meets on the first
Tuesday of the month from
6:30-7:30 p.m. at Jeremiah’s
Brewed Awakenings in Auburn.
For August, in celebration of
Read a Romance Month, participants were invited to read a
romance novel and share their
reactions with the group.
For September, the group will
be reading the graphic novel, “The
Unbeatable Squirrel Girl Vol. 1:
Squirrel Power” by Ryan North
and Erica Henderson.
“It’s geared towards teens, but
is a good introduction to graphic
novels,” Kobiela Mondor said of
the book choice. “It’s showing
people there are lots of different,

KATHRYN BASSETT

Members of the Eckhart Public Library Brews and Books club discuss their latest read during a
recent gathering at the Auburn Brewing Company. The library offers several book clubs to readers
with a wide variety of tastes in books.

the Willennar Genealogy Center.
fun reads at the library.”
The adult-age group is aimed
Library programming specialist
at readers with
Mariah Miller
all tastes in
leads the
WATCH A VIDEO about the book
books. Titles
Classic City
clubs at kpcnews.com/thestar.
include fiction
Readers book
and nonficclub, which
tion ranging from memoirs to
meets on the third Wednesday of
mysteries.
the month from noon to 1 p.m. at

Miller has been leading the
group for two years and attendance
usually averages eight to 10 people
— currently all women, she said.
This month the group is reading
and discussing “Homegoing,” a
work of historical fiction by Yaa
Gyasi. Club members read ahead
SEE LIBRARY, PAGE A6

