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Graduation is a 
momentous occasion for 
students that marks an end 
to many years of dedication 
to studies. Most people look 
back fondly on the day they 
received their degrees and 
diplomas. But often what is 
remembered most when a 
person graduates is the party 
that commemorated the event.

For parents planning 
graduation parties for their 
children, graduation season 
may be filled with nostalgia 
about their own childhoods 
and experiences. While 
parents can borrow from what 
they learned along the way, 
graduation parties for their 
kids should definitely focus 
on the here and now — and 
what is important to the new 
grad. In fact, the guest of 
honor should be tapped to 
help create the party of his or 
her desires. 

Book early
Most schools host 

commencement ceremo-
nies in May or June. With 
so many people planning 
parties around the same time, 
venues and vendors will be 
snatched up quickly. As soon 
as you learn the graduation 
date, reserve a party space 
and contact caterers, florists, 
entertainment, or other 

vendors who will be used for 
the event.

Host an open  
house party

An open house party 
enables guests to arrive and 
depart freely according to 
their schedules so graduates 
can hop from one party to the 
next. This occurs over a long 
period of time (four to five 
hours is a good window) and 
the party does not follow any 
strict schedule.

An open house party 
requires having food and 
beverages available at all 
times, so it’s important to 
have an array of options 
that can be served room 
temperature or kept safe over 
ice or heat. Chips and dips, 
sliced vegetables and small 
sandwiches are good options. 
Crocks and chafing dishes can 
be used to keep foods warm. 

Prevent the temptation
Even if the party will 

feature a mix of students, 
friends and adult family, it 
may be safer to avoid serving 
alcohol. This way you do not 
run the risk of an underage 
guest sneaking an alcoholic 
beverage and leaving the party 
intoxicated. Remember, in 
some areas you can be legally 
prosecuted for permitting 

underage drinking to occur, 
so it’s best to do whatever 
it takes to prevent such a 
scenario. 

Pick a theme
A theme can make a 

graduation party even more 
enjoyable. Tie the theme 
into the grad’s personality 
or future plans or go with a 
classic, such as a Hawaiian 
luau, which is fitting for 
outdoor events. 

Hire a wait staff
One way to enjoy the 

graduation party is to free up 
time to mingle. Hiring a wait 
staff means drink and food 
service as well as clean-up 

can be handled by others.
Graduation parties soon 

will be in full swing. Parents 
can make their youngsters’ 

graduation bash more 
memorable by getting a head 
start and incorporating a few 
useful strategies.  

How to throw — and enjoy — a graduation party 

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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DEKALB

Abernathy, Levi Aborn, Landon Adams, Karmin Adams, Nathan Ade, Emily Aguilar, Mercedes

Allen, Elizabeth Allison, Brendan Arnett, Ethan Ash, Ryan Babcock, Xavier Bain, Emily

Banks, Kaitlynn Barton, Gabriel Bartz, Elizabeth Baughman, Ian Beard, KayLee Beber, Dalton

Bednarczyk, Vivian Benbow, Sylvia Bennett, Lydia Betz, Kamie Bickel, Olivia Bickel, Simon

Bishop, Kaden Blomeke, Kya Boehmer, Jadelyn Bolen, Atlantis Bosell, Kasey Bowen, Kayden



May 31, 2023	     ©KPC Media • kpcnews.com      DeKalb County Graduation     5

DEKALB

Bowers, Carine Bowers, Hunter Bragg, Damone Brandenburg, Sierra Brang, Alex Brincefield, Lexi

Brown, Clayton Brown, Keenan Brown, Noah Buchs, Noah Buehner, Nolan Bungard, Lillian

Burris, Luke Button, Lucas Byler, Devin Call, Logan Camarena, Guiliermo Campbell, Chase

Carey, Christopher Carroll, Jaylin Catterall, Eli Caudill, Tyler Chalfant, Jersey Champion, Gabrielle

Chapman, Riley Chase, Mason Chew, Cohen Chorpenning, Evan Clark, Madison Click, Taishon
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DEKALB

Coffield, Matthew Collins, Alex Cook, Curtis Cox, Delaney Cox, KaeLei Cox, Lionel

Cserep, Lillian Cuautle, Layla Daub, Ela Rae Davenport, Jacquelyn Day, Amanda Days, Jasmine

Derrow, Wyatt DeTray, Abby Dickerhoof, Dane Dietrich, Willow Donat, Tristan Dove, Landon

Dove, Nicholas Dull, Dawson Ehmke, Elijah Ervin, Kylee Exford, Riley Faulkner, Madeline

Fentress, Monique Fetter, Grant Fillenwarth, Nathan Finderson, D-Artagnan Fislar, Aidan Frank, Landon
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DEKALB

Freeman, Hailey Frey, Tristin Fulton, Collin Garrett-Kennedy, Abigail Garrison, Isaac Geeting, Autumn

George, Brianna Gillian, Korbin Glogas, Taylor Grate, Christopher Greer, Madison Griggs, Jaykub

Grim, Mariah Hall, Hannah Hamman, Shawn Hammer, Mackenzie Hanes, Lucas Hansen, Isabella

Harmes, Brier Harmon, Brooke Harvey, Marissa Hatfield, Nicolas Haupert, Tucker Hausch, Tristan

Helmkamp, Luke Hernandez, Adrian Herrick, Jazmin Hoard, Harrison Hoff, Lida Holwerda, Owen



8      DeKalb County Graduation      kpcnews.com •  ©KPC Media 	 May 31, 2023

DEKALB

Hoover, Gillian Houser, Grant Huff, Kendal Huth, Emma Irk, Tegan Joachim, George

Johanningsmeier, Jayden Jordan, Ethan Keen, Braya Keen, Dominick Knee, Randy Knepper, Elijah

Knowles, Landon Kobes, Mason Krebs, Kalina Krontz, Kyana Kruse, Derek Langschwager, Paige

Lepper, Emma Leslie, Alex Lewis, Charity Ley, Lauren Liby, Zachary Lichtsinn, Dylan

Linker, Abe Livergood, Raven Lockwood, Haiden Long, Lexi Lumpkins, Jocelyn Maldonado, Uritzy
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DEKALB

Mallot, Dacey Mansfield, Sydney Martin, Elizabeth Marzolf, Liam Mavis, Jayden McAninch, Aidan

Medina, Kevin Melchi, Kayla Mettert, Audrey Michael, Hunter Miller, Braxton Miller, Damion

Miller, Sydnee Monroe, Mackenzie Moore Warstler, Lilly Moore Warstler, Logan Moore, Samuel Mooy, Lauryn

Morr, Preslee Nelson, Jacob Nester Amarra Nichols, Aiden Noll, Reece Norrick, Carter

Norris, Adien O’Dell, Thomas Opper, Syerra Overbay, Derek Overmyer, Ryan Panos, Joshua
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DEKALB

Papera, Matthew Parmley, Katelyn Parr, Bailee Parr, Kairee Penrod, Quentin Perry, Hannah

Petersen, Taylor Pfefferkorn, Graceson Phillips, Shea Pierce, Kaylee Plummer, Juliann Pontius, Kennedy

Pranger, Caroline Psurny, Meghan Putman, Kyle Qui, Owen Rigby, Olivia Ring, Aiva

Roach, Emma Roberts, Nicholas Robinett, Ashley Rowland, James Sarrazine, Linnea Saurbeck, Lilly

Schaber, Jaiden Scher, Keegan Schuman, India Sczerbowicz, Alyssa Seigel, Will Seiler, Nate
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DEKALB

Shaffer, Sage Shively, Brooke Sholl, Makenna Shultz Montoya, Logan Sleeper, Rylee Slone, Mason

Smith, Cayden Smith, Cody Smith, Jackson Nicholas Smith, Jackson Smith, Maricel Smith, Parker

Snyder, Landon Soe, Serria Sommers, Minaia Stankovic, Zayna Steensma, Anna Stevens, Caden

Stuller, Kaiden Targgart, Maddison Teegarden, Zowie Teusch, Blane Thorp, Grace Tkacz, Nico

Toms, Joy Utnage, Zera Valencic, Carter VanAuken, Nolan Wall, Zachary Warakai, Gilmoe
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DEKALB

Waters, Kathryn Webb, Bryce Wetzel, Morgan Whisler, Thomas White, Emily White, Riley

Whiteneck, Layla Wiley, Donald Wilges, Brody Wilks, Wesly Williams, Addyson Williams, Cain

Wisehart, Kayden Witte, Katelyn Woods, Parker Wright, Colin Wueller, Connor Wyss, Taylor

Yoder, Gideon Yoder, Taelynn Young, Cy Zacharias, Taylor Zimmerman, Alexander
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 Graduation is steeped in 
tradition. Come the day of 
graduation, many grads-to-be 
might be focusing on 
receiving their diplomas and 
then celebrating after the 
ceremony. The hard work 
students put in affords them 
every right to celebrate once 
they’re officially anointed 
as new grads, but before the 
party begins it can be fun to 
reflect on the many traditions 
associated with graduation 
ceremonies.

Cap and gown
Graduation ceremonies 

simply wouldn’t be the same 
without caps and gowns. 
The tradition is anything but 
new, as Columbia University 
notes caps and gowns have 
been linked to academia 
since the 12th century. Back 
then, students wore gowns 
and hoods to emulate the 
clergy who taught them, but 
also to stay warm. Many 
universities dressed their 
scholars in gowns from the 
1700s onward. In 1786, one 
school, Brown University, 
even mandated that degree 
candidates be clad in flowing 
robes and caps at commence-
ment ceremonies. Though 
educators and students may 
no longer wear caps and 
gowns when attending class or 
around campus, the tradition 
of doing so at commencement 
ceremonies has endured.

Tassel turning
The tradition of turning 

the tassel does not have the 
lengthy history of the cap 

and gown, dating back only 
decades rather than centuries. 
Graduates typically turn the 
tassels after everyone has 
received their degrees during 
the ceremony. The turn is 
symbolic of their transition 
from student to graduate. 
Tassels start on the right for 
high school students and 
college undergraduates and 
are then turned to the left, 
while recipients of master’s 
degrees and doctorates 
keep their tassels on the left 
throughout the commence-
ment ceremonies. 

Tossing caps in the air
The tossing of graduation 

caps in the air is believed 
to date back more than 100 
years. Prior to 1912, graduates 
of the United States Naval 
Academy had to serve as 
midshipmen for two years 
before they were commis-
sioned as officers. As a result, 
they still needed their gradua-
tion caps. But beginning with 
the class of 1912, graduates 
were automatically commis-
sioned as officers, so they 
no longer needed their hats. 
That led the graduates to 
throw them in the air, thus 
beginning one of the more fun 
and photo-worthy graduation 
traditions.

“Pomp and 
Circumstance”

This tradition marked by 
the playing of “Pomp and 
Circumstance” is rooted in the 
work of William Shakespeare, 
which makes it seem like 
a perfect fit for graduation 

ceremonies. Sir Edward 
Elgar composed “Pomp and 
Circumstance” in 1901 and 
the title for the song was 
inspired by a line in the bard’s 

“Othello.” Elgar received an 
honorary degree from Yale 
University in 1905, and during 
that ceremony “Pomp and 
Circumstance” was played. 

The song apparently made a 
strong impression, as it soon 
began to be played at various 
commencement ceremonies, a 
tradition that continues today.  
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Dave & Gene 
1345 S. Cowen, Garrett, IN 46738

260-357-4606

Special
congratulations

to Karsen 
Yarian &

the Garrett
Railroader Class 

of 2023!Open Daily 8 am to 6 pm

Dave & Gene 

YARIAN
SERVICE
Import Parts & Service

Domestic Repairs

HeartlandHeartland Heartland Automotive
Your Hometown Automotive Repair Shop

1629 Wayne Street, Auburn
260.333.7992 • Kadmatt@yahoo.com

• Service All Domestic & Foreign Vehicles • Over 40 Years Combined Experience

C� gratulati� s Der�  Overbay & C� gratulati� s Der�  Overbay & 
the D� alb Bar�  Class of 2023!the D� alb Bar�  Class of 2023!

Popular graduation traditions

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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EASTSIDE

Ackels, Tristan Andrew, Braydin Arnold, Austin Basaldua, Italy Biddie, Binyam Blake, Maegan

Bonecutter, Destiny Bowker, AlecZander Brewer, Lavar Brooks, Morgan Bruggner, Lucian Carter, Brielle

Clevenger, Dereck Collins, Cedric Collins, Cody Collins, Luke Combs, Braden Coulson, Jonah

Curcio, Zoey Czaja, Gunnar Days, Carson Dircksen, Jasmine DuBois, Isabella Ebers, Gabriel

Eck, Josiah Fiechter, Thadden Fiig, Austin Fike, Delaney Gerke, Kolt Goff, Austin
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4400 C.R. 59 • 6118 C.R. 42 • Butler, IN
(260) 868-9980
www.heidtman.com

HAPPY
Graduation!

Wishing you nothing 
but reasons to smile as you 

celebrate this milestone 
achievement!

Congratulations 
and best of luck!

Butler American Butler American 
Legion Post 202Legion Post 202

This is our vision for a strong America
• A Strong National Security

• Taking Care of Veterans • Mentoring Youth
• Promoting Patriotism and Honor

118 N. Broadway, Butler, IN
868-2260

810 South Broadway, Butler • 4230 E., U.S. 6, Kendallville • www.color-master.com

Hannah Colbert - Fairview High School
Kristoffer Bell - Montpelier High School
Lexi Brincefield - DeKalb High School
Evelyn Nardone - Bryan High School

Special Congratulations to:
Congratulations a�  GraduatesCongratulations a�  Graduates

Graduation day is one 
of the proudest moments in 
students’ academic careers. 
Diplomas are symbolic of 
hours spent honing skills 
and working on assign-
ments and, ultimately, 
success in the classroom. 
High school diplomas 
represent an opportunity 
to go on to higher learning 
or a trade, while college 
degrees indicate young 
people are ready to begin 
their professional lives. 

Many graduates 
are excited about the 
prospect of receiving their 
diplomas. Once in hand, 
the document can be put 
on display. The following 
are some unique ways to 
showcase diplomas at home 
or at work.

Framing
One of the classic ways 

to display a diploma is in 
a frame. Many businesses 
offer customized framing 
where the frame material 
and the matting can be 
chosen. Some grads 
may want to include a 
photograph of the school 
or a picture of the graduate 
above the diploma. 
Graduates also may want 
to select a frame and mat 
that coordinates with 

school colors.

Create a shadow box
Consider displaying 

the diploma with other 
mementos from school. 
A shadow box is a large, 
deep display frame that can 
house items that are thicker 
than photographs or papers. 
Items such as a graduation 
tassel, medal or other award, 
a varsity jacket patch, or 
a program from a school 
performance or awards 
ceremony can be placed in 
the shadow box.

Create a photo wall
Display the diploma 

among other framed 
photos from school activi-
ties. This can elicit a trip 
down memory lane every 
time the wall is viewed. 
Some families may want 
to display their diplomas 
together, especially if 
multiple family members 
attended the same school.

Make a work of art
Various online art 

vendors can turn the 
diploma into different 
works of art. For example, 
engravers can laser engrave 
the diploma onto a wooden 
plaque. Then the diploma 
can be displayed in one 
location and the wood 

plaque in another.

Place it under glass
Display the diploma 

beneath the glass top 

of a coffee table. When 
entertaining guests, the 
diploma can make for a 
unique conversation piece. 

A school diploma is 

worthy of recognition. There 
are various creative ways to 
display these documents that 
reflect the hard work and 
success of their recipients.  

Diploma display ideas 

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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EASTSIDE

Goings, John Graves, Katie Hartman, Emmily Helbert, Kennedy Hertig, Kaylie Hewitt, Kael

Hicks, Emily Hoffelder, Allison Holcomb, Cierra Holman, Dax Houtz, Jasmine Jacobs, Carsen

Kaiser, Alexandria Kerr, Ethan Kissinger, Tate Kline, Daniel Kreischer, Grace

Krenkel, Breanna Landes, Seth Laub, Brady Lepant, Gavin Little, Hailey Little, Kayla

Lower, Natalie Mack, Hailey McClain, Grace Meronk, Jenna Miller, Brian Moore, Kaylee

Kaszczynski, Marceli 
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Gregory Butler, D.D.S.

Congratulations Seniors!Congratulations Seniors!

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

The class of 2023 soon 
will be donning their caps 
and gowns and receiving their 
diplomas. After commence-
ment ceremonies, graduation 
parties will soon follow. 
For party guests, that means 
finding the right gifts for 
grads.

Some high school 
graduates will continue their 
studies at colleges and univer-
sities. Others may pursue 
careers in various trades. Still, 
some graduates may be ready 
to enter the workforce right 
away. No matter the direction, 
these gifts can treat graduates 
to something special.

Travel accessories
Graduates may want to go 

on a trip before they take the 
next step in their lives. Quality 
travel gear is a worthy invest-
ment. Select luggage that 
won’t exceed airport carry-on 
limits so grads can cut the 
baggage check lines when 
they dart away to locales near 
or far. Carry-on bags also fit 
easily in bus cargo areas or 
in the trunks of cars. Pair the 
gifts with standard or digital 
luggage tags.

Streaming TV device
While it’s certainly 

possible to watch favorite 
shows or films on mobile 
devices, viewing is that 
much clearer on televisions. 
Rather than graduates having 
to invest in cable television 
wherever they go, streaming 
devices like AppleTV or 
Roku are portable, which 
means they can be used at 
home, in a dorm room or on 
vacation.

Secured credit card
Individuals typically are 

eligible to apply for credit 
cards once they reach age 
18, which is the age most 
students are when they 
graduate high school. Credit 
cards are one method of 
establishing solid credit, so 
it can be beneficial for a teen 
to have one. But it can be 
challenging for individuals 
with no credit histories to 
get approval. A secured card, 
according to CapitalOne, is 
a credit card that requires 
money deposited with the 
credit card issuer in order 
to open the account. This 
security deposit is held by 
the issuer as long as the 
account is open. Often the 
security deposit is the same 
as the credit limit. Gift-givers 
can help establish secured 
cards for grads by providing 
the funds for the security 
deposits.

Wireless earbuds or 
headphones

Upgrade grads’ audio with 
the newest wireless earbuds 
or headphones. This way they 
can take them to the gym or 
use them to listen to shows or 
music while sharing spaces 
with others, including college 
roommates.

Smartphone wallet case
Teenagers are seldom 

without their phones. A 
smartphone wallet case 
enables graduates to stash IDs, 
credit or debit cards and some 
cash into specially designed 
pockets built into the phone 
cases. This keeps all essentials 
in one spot.

Framed memorabilia
Whether a graduate was 

a star athlete or a premier 
member of the marching 

band, gift-givers can provide 
special memories of time 
spent in school. Frame ticket 
stubs, sports jerseys, show 

programs, or other memora-
bilia that commemorates a 
graduate’s glory days at their 
alma mater.  

Gift ideas for high school graduates 
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Morris, Mariah

EASTSIDE

Moughler, Caeden Munsey, Briar Myers, Reece Neumann, Eleanor O’Brien, Kathryn

Paddock, Ava Palmer, Eric Peckhart, Emma Perry, Adilyn Phillips, Trinity Reed, Dackotia

Rohm, Madison Rosswurm, Dylan Rotz, David Rutan, Carter Schwartz, Cortney Shaffer, Shayla

Strong, David Strong, Lydia Thompson, Garrett Titler, Zoey Tucker, Clayton VanScoder, Tabitha

Watson, Lacy Werling, Ashtyn Willibey, Morgyn Woodman. Jordyn Worley, Kevin Yeaser, Ian
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Congrats Cl�   �  2023!

Butler Bowl
634 E. Main St. • (260) 868-5908

& Recreation Center 
Like us on facebook!

Congrats Cl�   �  2023!Congrats Cl�   �  2023!

ASTSIDEASTSIDE          LAZERSLAZERSBB

Open for lunch Monday through Friday at 10:30 a.m.

EASTSIDE
Not pictured
Landon Barrand
Elliane Chavez Guerra
Hunter Deaton
Taya Hill
Madison Patrick
Elizabeth Waller

Yoder, Kyle

DASH - DEKALB AREA SCHOOLS AT HOME

Albaugh, Madison Miller, Andrew Pranger, Benjamin Pranger, Gabriel Reith, Meredith Schrock, Connor

Schwartz, Anna Zehner, JadaSnodderly, Mark
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HAMILTON

Brames, Shelby Clearwater, Ethan Cool, Ryan De Oliveira, Henrique Devlin, Cole Dittemore, Brandon

Ellert, Kody Farver, Bryan Frasier, Desirae Freed, Ryleegh Goodwin, Trenton Gordon, Genesis

Harmes, Preston Hinkley, Kaleigh Kranzman, Kandace Kubacka, Laura Lepper, Caleb Lesage, Corin

Mathiak, Camille McMullen, Aiden Moore, Caleb Mullin, Krystalyn Myers, Lexi Prosser, Cayden

Ramirez-Garcia, Bryan Reetz, Ashley Renfrow, Zachery Schiek, Kenny Stuckey, Delaney Szeman, Layla
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Dine-in, Pick Up  
or Delivery within 5 miles

including Nucor, SDI, Heidtman, Paragon, 
Vulcraft, Rhinehart & More

Hours: 
Tues. - Sat. • 4 pm - 9 pm

NE Corner 4-way stop in St. Joe
Check us out on Facebook @ PizzaSubs&BBQ

CONGRATS CLASS OF 2023!

Now partnering with these  
places that will serve our pizza: 
The Oasis in St. Joe, Spudz in
New Haven,  Hook & Ladder in 

Waynedale, & Pettit Pub in
Fort Wayne

@pizzasubsbbq

Ask About Our 
New 

TAKE 
and BAKE!

BY METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Graduation ceremonies 
are a tradition that dates 
back to the first high 
schools and universities. 
While many aspects of 
graduation ceremonies 
have evolved over the 
years, the graduation cap 
has remained a hallmark of 
such ceremonies.

Graduation caps are 
one of the most visible 
aspects of graduation 
dress. Many scholars 
believe the mortarboard 
style cap graduates don 

was developed from the 
biretta, a similar-looking 
Italian hat worn by Roman 
Catholic clergy. In the 
12th and 13th centuries, 
students and teachers 
typically wore clerical 
clothing because the 
church was highly influen-
tial at this time. Medieval 
universities helped inspire 
academic dress, including 
the familiar graduation 
cap.

Mortarboards are 
shaped like a square, 
perhaps to give them a 
scholarly appearance like 

a book or to represent 
the shape of a quad on 
the campus of England’s 
Oxford University, where 
many graduation dress 
customs are believed to 
have originated. Others 
theorize that the mortar-
board, which is named 
after the flat board used by 
bricklayers and masons, 
represents the skill of a 
master workman.

Many graduation caps 
were initially black or 
gray. According to the 
graduation information site 
Graduation Source, when 

color photography became 
the norm in the 20th 
century, schools began 
to use gowns and caps in 
different shades because 
they would show up in 
photographs. Schools often 
coordinate caps and gowns 
so their colors reflect their 
official school colors.

While certain degrees 
warrant different styles of 
gown, cowls and hoods, 
mortarboard caps are 
relatively standard. In 
addition to the cap, there is 
a single button at the top. 
Tassels hang from these 

buttons. At commence-
ment, tassels are tradition-
ally worn on the right side 
of the cap and then moved 
to the left once graduates 
receive their diplomas.

Graduation caps 
are part of the larger 
scope of academic dress 
that comprises school 
traditions. Millions of 
graduates across the globe 
will don their caps and 
toss them into the air later 
in celebration of their hard 
work.

The history of the graduation cap 

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

HAMILTON

Traxler, Ryan Vereda, Alicia Williams, Xander
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503 Michigan Ave., Auburn
925-1400

50 YEARS & 3 GENERATIONS STRONG!

Family Owned & Operated
DeKalb County’s full service parts store since 1973.

Over 150 years combined NAPA know-how!
Congratulations 

Class of 2023

We are proud of you,

Graduates!
Congratulations Kennedy Mae Pontius!

BILL YODER

201 E. Quincy, Garrett
260-357-5121260-357-5121Shop 24/7 www.BillYoderFord.com

WE SELL TO SELL AGAIN!WE SELL TO SELL AGAIN!

CONGRATULATIONS CONGRATULATIONS 
CLASS OF 2023!CLASS OF 2023!

FOOTWEAR AND CLOTHING FOR THE WORKING WORLD
REGULAR AND KING SIZES

MONDAY-FRIDAY 9:00 A.M.-6:00 P.M. • SATURDAY 9:00 A.M.-3:00 P.M.

WORKER’S WORLD
240 S. Broadway • Butler

1-800-811-7431
www.workersworld.com

Congratulations Cl�   �  2023!Congratulations Cl�   �  2023!

2 0 2

Congratulations Congratulations toto the  the 
Graduating Class ofGraduating Class of

CUSTER GRAIN CO.

20232023
3

BY METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Commencement season 
is an important time in a 

soon-to-be-graduate’s life. 
There is excitement at the 
prospect of new opportuni-
ties on the horizon as well 

as a feeling of accomplish-
ment for successfully 
making it through years of 
schooling. Receiving a top 

honor such as valedictorian 
can be the icing on the cake 
of a job well done.

Academics can be very 
competitive. The highest 
academic honor a student 
can receive in high school 
is to be named valedic-
torian of his or her class. 
Typically, valedictory 
honors are determined 
by grade point average; 
however, some schools may 
measure rankings differ-
ently. For example, certain 
schools may have weighted 
GPAs, which means 
students in higher level 
classes can earn weighted 
GPAs. If a student takes 
an advanced-placement 
course, he or she can 
garner a 5.0 score for that 
class by earning an A 
grade. Standard courses 
may top out at a 4.0 for 
a course for an A grade, 
according to PrepScholar, 
a school-testing guide and 
tips resource.

Even though top grades 
are part of the equation, it 
may take more than grades 
alone to be named valedic-
torian. Some schools may 
weigh other achievements 
as well. It is important for 
students to speak with a 
guidance counselor about 
their school’s requirements 

to be named valedictorian.
Once these qualifi-

cations are determined, 
students eager to compete 
for the top prize can do the 
following.

• Take a variety of 
courses, including AP 
classes when available.

• Study and do well on 
exams and in-class assign-
ments.

• Do not be afraid to 
take risks and challenge 
oneself.

• Maintain a good 
rapport with teachers and 
seek extra credit when 
available.

• Maintain an optimistic 
outlook even when things 
may not be going as 
planned. Adapt to the 
situation and make changes 
that can bring success, 
rather than throwing in the 
towel.

Being named valedic-
torian is a great honor for 
students that may propel 
some to academic success 
for years to come.

Even though top grades 
are part of the equation, it 
may take more than grades 
alone to be named valedic-
torian. Some schools may 
weigh other achievements 
as well.

Valedictorian honor defined

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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Graduation ceremonies 
celebrate the accomplish-
ments of students who 
worked hard to earn their 
diplomas and degrees. As 
significant as these ceremo-
nies can be, they also tend to 
be lengthy, which can make 
guests uncomfortable and 
antsy.

Etiquette is important 
at graduation ceremonies, 
and that goes for graduates 
as well as their guests. 
Everyone receiving a 
degree during a graduation 
ceremony worked hard to 
do so, and it’s important 
that guests adhere to proper 
etiquette so every graduate 
can enjoy their well-de-
served moment in the sun.

• RSVP as soon as 
possible. Graduates are 
typically allotted a predeter-
mined number of tickets to 

Graduation guest etiquette 

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTIONSEE ETIQUETTE, PAGE A31
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GARRETT

Adams, Jack Amburgey, Jadden Aspinall, Cody Banks, Allison Barse, Courtney Benson, David

Berry, Barbara Bickley, Cody Blessinger, Katherine Boger, Emily Brock, Alexis Brumbaugh, Nichole

Bullock, Owen Byers, Luke Carlson, Micah Chidester, Miracle Chidester, Tyler Clapp, Kendall

Clingan, Graydon Compton, William Conn, Morgyn Cook, Parker Cook, Samantha Culbertson, Jessica

Davis, Landon Delong, Brooke DeLong, Hailey DeWitt, Konner Edsall, David Edsall, Hanna
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GARRETT

Emenhiser, Kelsie Fielden, Isabel Garnas, Hailee Gater, Tyler Gibson, Lane Gomez, Bryan

Gordon, Arionna Gordon, Lexi Greuter, Emily Guy, Nicholas Haynes, Aida Hedrick, Edwin

Helmkamp, Kyler Henderson, Lauren Hess, Grace Hickman, Bryson Hicks, Laylah Hinkle, Landon

Holbrook, Autumn Jones, Jakob Kelham, Bailey Kimmel, James Klepper, Joshua-Dean Koble, MyAsija

Koskie, Robert Krider, Bryce Krontz, Kaydra Lantz, McKenna Lewis, Katherine Liechty, Samantha
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GARRETT

Lung, Chandler Martin, Alyssa Martz, Isabella McComb, Bree McCormack, Marcellus Miller, Kaylee

Miller, Laney Molargik, Andrew Molargik, Jacob Morningstar, Rayven Mossberger, Rayven Myers, Joclyn

Nodine, Dru Noel, Clayton O’Connor, Jack Owen, Lydia Parker, Jalynn Place, Chance

Platter, Emily Reynolds, Hailey Rigsby, Macy Roa-Gil, Mariana Ruiz, Kameron Schenkel, Madelynn

Scott, Ray Shirk, Abigail Simmons, Darian Simmons, Peyton Smith, Kinleigh Smith, Kyle
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GARRETT

Sowles, Chelsie Stevens, Luca Stickler, Jonas Taylor, Hudson Teregeyo, Marlie Thomas, Olivia

Thrush, Morgan Trausch, Chloe Underwood, Darryn Vaughan, Kirsten Walden, Hunter Wheeler, Aaron

Wicker, Madison Wilken, Jenna Williford, Xzavier Winters, Alana Wolfe, Carter Woodward, Maggie

Woolard, Tatenur Yarian, Karsen York, Catherine Zimmerman, Dominic Zimmerman, Joseph Zolman, Anna

Michael Ellis
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LAKEWOOD PARK

Barrand, Nicholas Bohlender, Carter Boyer, Riley Brooks, Haley Burkhart, Presleigh Clear, Kadmiel

Cox, Madelyn Delegrange, CJ Elwood, Jeremy Gingerich, Logan Gloyd, Victoria Harvey, Katelyn

Hershberger, Simon Hindle, Cameron Johnson, Rebekah Kauffman, Sabrina Korte, Lauren Kruse, Braeson

MacFarlane, Amelia McKenzie, Kyle Mills, Jadyn Mohre, Connor Osborn, Caden Page, Aubree

Parrett, Logan Posey, Mason Roth, Weston Rowlader, Kaylee Rupert, Evan Schlatter, Luke
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Shepherd, Austin Shively, Titus Smith, Reese Thomas, Isabella Thurber, Caleb Trammel, Reid

Tran, Tianna Van Dyken, Alexandra West, Ava
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AuburnAmLeg_161199
1/4 page S
DeKalb Graduation 
TS 5/31/23
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#13 michele
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American 
Legion 

Post #97
1729 Sprott St.,

Auburn

Hall Rental 
Available. Call for 

Information!

925-3297
SUNDAY

Doors open at 3:00 PM
Games start at 5:00 PM

TUESDAY & FRIDAY
Doors open at 4:30 PM
Games start at 6:00 PM

Congratulations
                        Class of
                        2023!

American 
Join Join us forus for

ATM
Available

License #157601-000151

Post Hours:Post Hours:
Mon.-Fri. 3-10 PMMon.-Fri. 3-10 PM

Sat. 2-10 PMSat. 2-10 PM
AuburnPost97.org

DeKALB COUNTY
DeKalb Central High 

School, Sunday, June 4, 
2 p.m. — gym

DeKalb Eastern High 
School, Sunday, May 28, 
2 p.m. — gym

Garrett High School, 
Friday, June 2, 8 p.m. — 
gym

Hamilton High School, 
Friday, June 2, 7 p.m. — 
gym

Lakewood Park Christian 
School, Wednesday, June 4, 
4 p.m. — gym

NOBLE/LAGRANGE 
COUNTIES

Central Noble High 
School, Friday, June 2, 
7 p.m. — gym

East Noble High School, 
Sunday, June 4, 2 p.m. — 
gym

Lakeland High School, 
Sunday, June 4 — gym

Prairie Heights High 
School, Sunday, June 4, 
2 p.m. — gym

West Noble High School, 
Sunday, June 4

Westview High School, 

Friday, May 26, 7:30 p.m. 
— gym

Oak Farm School, 
Thursday, May 25, 5:30 p.m. 
— gym

Cornerstone Christian, 
Thursday, May 25, 6:30 p.m. 
— gym

STEUBEN COUNTY
Angola High School, 

Thursday, June 1 — football 
field

Fremont High School, 
Sunday, May 28, 2 p.m. — 
gym

Hamilton High School, 
Friday, June 2, 7 p.m. — 
gym

Prairie Heights High 
School, Sunday, June 4, 
2 p.m. — gym

WHITLEY COUNTY
Columbia City High 

School, Friday, June 9, 
6 p.m. — gym

Churubusco High School, 
Sunday, June 4, 2 p.m. — 
gym

Whitko High School, 
Friday, June 2, 6:30 p.m. — 
gym

Area graduation dates

their graduation ceremonies. 
Some may wish to invite 
more people than their 
allotment allows, so RSVP 
as soon as possible after 
receiving an invitation. If 
you can’t make it, this will 
open up a spot for grads to 
invite another loved one in 
your place.

• Arrive early. Guests 
should aim to arrive to the 
ceremony early, as traffic 
tends to increase the closer 
it gets to the start of the 
ceremony. Arriving early 
ensures guests will find 

parking, and it saves them 
the trouble of asking guests 
who have already arrived 
to stand up so they can get 
to their seats. In addition, 
late arrivals may make it 
difficult for fellow guests to 
hear their loved one’s named 
called.

• Don’t celebrate too 
loudly. Graduates’ names 
tend to be read aloud rather 
quickly, so guests should not 
celebrate too loudly when 
their loved one’s name is 
called. Doing so decreases 
the likelihood that families 
whose loved one’s named 
is being called immediately 
after your loved one will 
hear that name called. Save 

the loud, lengthy celebra-
tions for after the ceremony.

• Remain seated during 
the ceremony. Guests want 
to see the stage where the 
graduates are given their 
degrees, so they should 
avoid standing during the 
ceremony. Doing so blocks 
the views of those behind 

you. If you want to take 
photos during the ceremony, 
find a spot where you can do 
so without blocking anyone 
else’s view.

• Speak quietly during 
the ceremony. Graduation 
ceremonies can last several 
hours, so it’s alright to speak 
with fellow guests during the 

ceremony. But do so quietly 
and in a way that respects 
other guests.

Guests who adhere to 
certain etiquette during 
graduation ceremonies can 
make sure everyone enjoys 
the festivities and shows 
respect for the graduates and 
their families.

ETIQUETTE
FROM PAGE A23
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St. Joe Valley Conservation Club
5871 C.R. 60 • St. Joe, IN 46785 

(260) 337-1011
www.stjoevalleytrapandskeet.com

Wednesday
10AM-4PM

Saturday
10AM-4PM

Featuring 13 skeet
fi elds, 8 trap fi elds 
and 4 lighted fi elds

One of The Largest
shotgun shooting Facilities 

in the Midwest
One Round of Trap or Skeet
FREE for fi rst-time visitors


