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MIDDAUGH HALL

708 S. Union St., Auburn, IN
Call 260-255-0752 for reservations

at DeKalb Co. Fairgrounds

~ SEATING 380 
~ AIR CONDITIONED 

~ KITCHEN AVAILABLE

~ OPEN TO ALL CATERERS

Reception Hall Rental 
For Every Occasion

FLOWERS BY SEASON 
Year-Round

Calla Lily Gardenia Orchid Stephanotis
Carnation Lily Ranunculus Succulent
Freesia Jasmine Rose Veronica

Spring Summer Fall Winter
Cherry Blossom Astilbe Anemone Amaryllis

Daffodil Cosmos Aster Anemone
Dogwood Dahlia Astilbe Dendrobium Orchid
Forsythia Daisy Autumn Leaves Eucalyptus

Hellebore Delphinium Chrysanthemum Evergreen
Hyacinth Gladiolus Dahlia Forced Bulbs

Lilac Hollyhock Hydrangea Hellebore
Muscari Lady’s Mantle Marigold Holly
Peony Larkspur Nerine Juniper
Quince Marigold Seasonal Berries Paper-white

Sweet Pea Scabiosa Sunflower Poinsettia
Tulip Snapdragon Verbena Snowberry

Viburnum Violet Zinnia Stephanotis
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Auburn American Legion Post 97
1729 Sprott St., Auburn, IN 46706
Phone: 260-925-3297  •  Auburnpost97.org
Hours: Mon-Fri 3p-10p • Saturday 2p-10p

Hall Rental Available
Call now to book your wedding reception

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Fall weddings have a magic all 

their own, with vibrant leaves, cozy 
color palettes and cool, refreshing 
air.

But that shift in weather can 
bring new beauty challenges, 
including dry skin to static-prone 
hair. With the right strategies, you 
can stay radiant and camera-ready 
from “I do” to the last dance.

Hydration is the Foundation
Crisp autumn air may feel 

delightful, but it can be tough on 
your skin. In the weeks leading up 
to your wedding, switch to a more 
rich moisturizer or add a hydrating 
serum to your skincare routine. On 
the big day, start with a primer that 
locks in moisture and smooths the 
skin’s texture for flawless makeup 
application.

Chapped lips are another 
cool-weather culprit. Keep lips 

supple by gently exfoliating with 
a sugar scrub and applying a 
nourishing balm before lipstick. 
Consider layering a moisturizing lip 
color that won’t dry out over the 
evening.

MobileStyles recommends several 
popular techniques for fall weddings 
that can elevate your makeup. They 
include smoky eyes, monochromatic 
makeup, bold lips, soft contouring 
and dewy skin.

Weather-Proof Hair Strategies
Autumn’s dry air and gusty 

breezes call for flexible, resilient 
hairstyles. Styles like soft waves, low 
buns and textured braids tend to 
hold up better than ultra-sleek looks 
that may frizz or flatten. Adding a 
light anti-humidity spray or textur-
izing product can help hair maintain 
volume and shape throughout the 
day.

If you plan to wear your hair 

down, have a few discreet hairpins 
or a travel-sized hairspray on 
hand for quick touch-ups. Brides 
with natural curls should focus 
on hydration, using leave-in 
conditioners or curl creams to keep 
hair healthy, bouncy and defined.

Glow All Night
The cooler temperatures can 

sometimes dull your natural 
glow but you can easily bring it 
back. A dewy foundation or a 

few well-placed dabs of cream 
highlighter can mimic that soft, 
lit-from-within look.

Dusting a light shimmer on your 
collarbones and shoulders can also 
enhance your overall radiance, 
especially in candlelight or golden 
fall sunsets.

Setting sprays designed for long 
wear are especially helpful in fall. 
They’ll keep your look fresh without 
needing constant touch-ups, even 
through hours of dancing and 
celebration.

Bonus Tip: Think Ahead
With fall’s unpredictable weather, 

it’s wise to prepare a mini beauty kit 
with essentials like blotting papers, 
lip balm, tissues and a compact 
mirror. A cozy wrap or shawl 
can save the day if temperatures 
dip, keeping you warm without 
sacrificing your wedding-day style.

Hair and Makeup Advice

CHERRY_D — STOCK.ADOBE.COM

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Weddings are an 

opportunity to weave diverse 
traditions into a heartfelt, 
one-of-a-kind celebration.

For couples coming from 
different cultural, religious 
or family backgrounds, 
embracing those heritages 
can turn a ceremony into a 
powerful reflection of love, 
identity and unity.

Start with Storytelling
Before deciding which 

traditions to incorpo-
rate, many couples start 
by sharing family stories. 
Learning why a ritual is 
important — whether it’s 
a Persian sofreh aghd, a 
Celtic handfasting or a 
Jewish breaking of the glass 
— helps couples connect 
personally with each custom. 
Those stories can guide 
decisions about what feels 
meaningful and authentic 
to their shared future. 
Creating a wedding program 
or signage that explains 
different traditions helps 
guests feel connected to the 
ceremony.

Mix, Match  
and Modernize

There’s no rule saying 
couples must strictly follow 
traditional formats. Instead, 
many are blending rituals 
into a modern ceremony 
that feels personal and 
fresh. A couple might walk 
down the aisle together, 
light a unity candle, sip 
from a shared wine glass 
and have a family elder 
offer a blessing in a native 
language. Choosing a 
nontraditional officiant, 
such as a friend or family 
member who can weave 
together different cultural 
references, can create a 
deeply personal experience.

Celebrate Through 
Music, Food and Decor

Fall’s rich colors and 
harvest themes naturally 
complement many global 
traditions. Couples might 
choose music that honors 
both heritages, such as 
blending an Irish folk song 
with a Mexican mariachi 
procession. Reception menus 

can fuse favorite family 
dishes into a multicultural 
feast. Think tamales next 
to pierogies, or samosas 
alongside Southern 
barbecue. Decor offers 
another opportunity, with 
fabrics, flowers or heirlooms 
that reflect different cultures 
set against the vibrant hues 
of autumn.

Honor Family Without 
Losing Yourselves

When families have 
strong expectations, 
balancing tradition with 
individuality can be 

challenging.
Some couples opt to host 

a private ceremony with one 
set of customs, followed by a 
public ceremony that incorpo-
rates more inclusive elements. 
Others invite family members 
to lead a small ritual within 
the larger event.

Fall lends itself to 
symbolic acts of unity, such 
as planting a tree together 
or weaving ribbons into a 
shared tapestry.

New Traditions  
for a New Life

Ultimately, an inclusive 

fall wedding is about 
starting a new tradition, 
one that honors the past 
but looks boldly toward 
the future. Whether that 
means blending rituals, 
inventing new ones or 
simply gathering loved 
ones under the golden 
leaves to celebrate, the 
most meaningful ceremo-
nies are the ones that feel 
true to the couple’s journey. 
In the season of change 
and abundance, love itself 
becomes the greatest 
tradition of all.

Blending Traditions
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BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Love has no expiration 

date and fall is the perfect 
season for celebrating new 
beginnings.

Whether it’s a second 
marriage or a vow renewal, 
couples who have weathered 
life’s seasons often bring 
a deeper sense of joy and 
meaning to their celebra-
tions. Planning a second-
time-around wedding offers 
the freedom to toss out old 
expectations and design a 
day that reflects the journey 
ahead.

Personalize  
the Ceremony

One of the best parts of 
planning a second wedding 
or vow renewal is that there 

are no rigid rules. Some 
couples prefer small, intimate 
gatherings, while others throw 
lively parties with family and 
friends. Autumn’s natural 
beauty provides a stunning 
backdrop for outdoor ceremo-
nies, with golden leaves, 
cooler temperatures and cozy 
settings adding to the magic. 
Consider exchanging vows 
under a canopy of trees, in a 
vineyard or even in a family 
backyard dressed in fall finery.

Including children 
and grandchildren in the 
ceremony is another popular 
way to personalize the event. 
Some couples involve family 
in unity rituals, like planting 
a tree together or blending 
different colored sands to 
symbolize the merging of lives 

and histories.

Dress for Confidence  
and Comfort

Second-time brides and 
grooms often feel freer to 
choose attire that reflects 
their personalities and 
style, rather than traditional 
expectations. Whether that 
means a sweeping colored 
gown, a tailored suit, or a 
cozy cashmere shawl over 
fall-themed accessories, the 
focus is on feeling comfortable 
and confident. Rich fall tones 
like burgundy, navy, forest 
green and gold offer elegant 
alternatives to traditional 
bridal white.

For vow renewals, some 
couples choose to echo their 
original wedding day looks 

with a fresh, updated twist 
or go in a completely new 
direction that better fits who 
they are today.

Meaningful Celebrations 
Over Big Productions

Many second-time-
around couples shift the 
focus away from large guest 
lists and formalities, instead 
emphasizing meaningful 
experiences. A sunset 
ceremony followed by a 
harvest dinner, a weekend 
getaway with loved ones or 
a relaxed brunch celebration 
can all offer special ways to 
honor the occasion.

Fall menus are particularly 
appealing for cozy, heartfelt 
celebrations. Think comfort 
foods like roasted vegetables, 

hearty pastas, apple cider 
bars, and mini pumpkin pies. 
Floral arrangements featuring 
autumn leaves, sunflowers 
and rustic touches like 
wooden accents or lanterns 
bring warmth without fuss.

The Beauty of  
a New Beginning

Remarriages and vow 
renewals are a reminder that 
love is resilient. Every couple’s 
journey is different, and every 
second-time-around celebra-
tion deserves to be as joyful, 
authentic and beautiful as the 
season itself. Fall’s crisp air 
and brilliant colors offer the 
perfect setting for embracing 
the future, hand in hand, 
heart to heart.

Second-Time-Around Weddings

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Autumn weddings often 

call to mind pumpkins, 
burgundy bouquets and rustic 
barns, but there is a whole 
world of unexpected themes

that can make a fall 
wedding unforgettable.

Couples looking to break 
from tradition can find 
inspiration in the moodiness 
and richness of the season 
without sticking to the 
expected.

Celestial Magic
Fall skies are often crisp 

and clear, making them 
perfect for stargazing. Celestial 
themes featuring stars, moons 
and constellations create a 

whimsical atmosphere. Think 
deep navy or black linens 
dotted with gold accents, 
shimmering silver table 
runners, and lighting that 
mimics a starry night. Invita-
tions, signage and even cakes 
can carry star maps or lunar 
imagery for a cohesive look.

Gothic Glamour
For couples who love 

drama and elegance, a gothic 
glam wedding embraces the 
darker side of fall. Deep jewel 
tones like emerald, plum and 
sapphire paired with dramatic 
black and metallic accents set 
the stage. Victorian-inspired 
attire, candlelit venues and 
opulent florals with dark roses 

and protea flowers can create 
a luxurious yet edgy vibe.

Vintage Harvest
Imagine a vintage harvest 

celebration filled with antique 
details. Mismatched china, 
lace tablecloths, velvet ribbons 
and heirloom family recipes 
can all come together for 
a nostalgic, heartfelt day. 
Muted tones like dusty 
rose, sage green and antique 
gold enhance the feeling of 
stepping back in time.

Art Deco Autumn
The bold geometry and 

glitz of the 1920s pairs 
surprisingly well with fall’s 
rich palette. An art deco 
theme layered with burnt 

orange, gold and deep teal can 
bring vintage glamour to life. 
Think geometric backdrops, 
beaded gowns, jazz music and 
elegant cocktail lounges for a 
lively, unforgettable evening.

Enchanted Forest
Instead of focusing on 

the typical rustic barn or 
pumpkin patch look, go deep 
into the woods for a moody, 
magical vibe. Twinkling fairy 
lights, mossy tablescapes 
and a rich, green-and-gold 
palette can create a dreamy 
atmosphere. Think lush, 
overgrown floral arrange-
ments, velvet accents and 
signature cocktails with 
foraged ingredients like 
elderflower or blackberry. An 
enchanted forest theme feels 
cozy yet mysterious, perfect 
for couples who love nature 
and a little bit of whimsy.

Vintage Travel Adventure
Celebrate your love 

story with a theme inspired 
by grand adventures and 
old-world travel. Decorate 
tables with antique suitcases, 
globes and vintage postcards. 
Invite guests to “board” 
different destination-themed 
tables like Paris, Venice or 

Marrakech. Fall’s natural 
colors work beautifully with 
worn leathers, faded maps 
and soft candlelight. A vintage 
travel theme is perfect for 
couples who love exploring 
together — and it invites 
guests to dream right along 
with you.

Literary Love
For couples who bonded 

over books, a literary-themed 
fall wedding offers endless 
inspiration. Decorate tables 
with stacked vintage novels, 
script your vows with favorite 
passages, and name tables 
after beloved authors or 
characters. Rich autumn hues 
like deep burgundy, navy 
and gold set a dramatic stage 
for storytelling magic. You 
could even offer cozy reading 
nooks with plaid throws 
and warm cider. A literary 
wedding brings romance and 
nostalgia together; the perfect 
beginning to your next great 
chapter.

Whether inspired by the 
stars above, the elegance of 
bygone eras or the beauty 
of twilight, unexpected 
fall wedding themes allow 
couples to truly make the 
season their own.

Fall Wedding Themes
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BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Couples are increasingly 

trading large, traditional 
weddings for smaller, deeply 
personal celebrations.

Wildly Connected Photog-
raphy’s blog reports that 
elopements are on the rise 
and in 2025, the top trends 
are adventure elopements, 
eco-friendly elopements, 
nature elopements, destina-
tion elopements, eloping 
alone with a big party 
afterwards and handfasting. 
Meanwhile, Lena Christine 
says that vintage elopement 
weddings are on the rise.

Helzberg Diamonds 
conducted a survey a few 
years ago of 1,000 U.S.-based 
engaged couples. They found 
that 62% were open to the 
idea of eloping, with 69% of 
women interested.

“Modern couples are 
motivated by elopements 
because of cost efficiency 
and intimacy of the environ-
ment,” said Lauren Gravelyn, 
Helzberg Diamonds ordained 
associate.”

Cost was also a factor. 
The average wedding cost, 
Helzberg Diamonds reported, 
was $33,204 in 2022 and 
26% of couples thought they 
were spending too much. 
They also learned that older 
couples are more likely to 
consider eloping as they are 
responsible for all of their 
wedding expenses, whereas 
younger millennials and Gen 
Z respondents are more likely 
to have a larger wedding as 
they have financial support 
from parents and grandpar-
ents.

The Allure of  
Fall Elopements

Eloping isn’t just a 
spur-of-the-moment 
decision anymore. Many 
couples thoughtfully plan 
fall elopements that still feel 
adventurous, while reflecting 
their personalities and values. 
Popular fall elopement 
destinations include national 
parks bursting with autumn 
color, historic towns with 
charming backdrops or even 
cozy family cabins tucked 

deep into the woods.
Because fall tends to be 

less crowded than summer, 
couples often find more 
flexibility with locations and 
vendors. Some choose to hike 
to a mountaintop to exchange 
vows surrounded by golden 
leaves, while others opt for 
urban elopements filled with 
crisp air and historic architec-
ture. No matter the setting, 
the season’s natural beauty 
ensures that even the simplest 
ceremony feels extraordinary.

Microweddings:  
Small Guest Lists,  
Big Experiences

For couples who want a 
celebration without the size 
and stress of a traditional 
wedding, micro-weddings 
strike the perfect balance. 
Typically hosting 10-50 
guests, microweddings 
allow couples to splurge 
on details that truly 
matter, such as a custom 
farm-to-table dinner, live 
acoustic music or elaborate 
fall-themed decor.

Fall microweddings can 
offer more venue flexibility. 
Think private gardens, local 
vineyards or even outdoor 
art spaces decorated with 
pumpkins, mums and vintage 
lanterns. Couples can get 
creative with activities too, 
from cider tastings to hayrides 
or even bonfires complete 
with s’mores.

Everly Events shares the 
statistic that microweddings 
have increased by 40% in the 
past year as couples embrace 
minimalism.

Making It Meaningful
One of the greatest 

strengths of fall elopements 
and microweddings is how 
personalized they can be. 
Couples often write their 
own vows, incorporate family 
heirlooms or create new 
traditions that blend their 
cultures and stories. Some 
invite just their immediate 
family or closest friends, while 
others turn it into a weekend 
getaway packed with cozy 
meals, hikes and shared 
memories.

Elopements and Micro-Weddings

TWO RABBITS
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TWELVE MONTHS+
Before the wedding
❑	 Determine the type of 

wedding you want (size, 
degree of formality, 
setting).

❑	 Select a wedding date & 
time.

❑	 Plan reception & look at 
locations. (This should 
be booked as soon as the 
wedding date is set to 
ensure availability.)

❑	 Start a wedding binder 
to organize all of your 
quotes, brochures and 
receipts.

❑	 Book an officiate & 
determine any pre-marital 
requirements.

❑	 Work out your budget & 
prioritize what is most 
important.

❑	 Decide how expenses will 
be shared.

❑	 Choose your wedding 
party: maid of honor, 
bridesmaids, best man, 
groomsmen, flower girl & 
ring bearer.

❑	 Hire a photographer.

❑	 Hire a videographer.

❑	 Begin compiling a guest 
list. Collect names & 
addresses of your guests.

❑	 Order Save the Dates.

NINE TO TWELVE 
MONTHS 
Before the wedding
❑	 Choose a color scheme. 

❑	 Start shopping for 
wedding rings.

❑	 Mail Save the Dates.

❑	 Select wedding consultant.

❑	 Hire a caterer.

❑	 Select & book reception 
entertainment.

❑	 Select & book make-up & 
hair stylists.

❑	 Choose music & hire 
musicians/soloists for the 
ceremony.

❑	 Get your engagement 

photos taken.

❑	 Find 3 hotels (at different 
price points) for out-of-
town guests.

❑	 Record clothing sizes for 
all party members.

❑	 Purchase bride’s dress & 
headpiece.

❑	 Choose bridal party attire 
& accessories.

❑	 Schedule dress fitting & 
delivery date.

❑	 Start planning your 
honeymoon.

❑	 Start health and fitness 
program.

SIX TO NINE 
MONTHS
Before the wedding
❑	 Refine the guest list.

❑	 Announce your 
engagement in the 
newspaper. 

❑	 Order wedding invitations 
& thank you cards.

❑	 Create gift registries at 3 
national retailers.

❑	 Send thank you notes 
immediately upon receipt 
of gifts.

❑	 Book transportation to 
and from venues.

❑	 Purchase wedding bands.

❑	 Choose the men’s 
wedding attire and reserve 
the right sizes.

❑	 Reserve rentals for 
ceremony and reception 
(chairs, linens, lighting, 
etc.).

❑	 Explore wedding day hair 
& makeup styles with 
stylists.

❑	 Meet with officiant to 
discuss ceremony plans.

❑	 Choose cake style & 
schedule tastings.

FOUR TO SIX 
MONTHS
Before the wedding

❑	 Schedule dress fittings.

❑	 Order wedding cake.

❑	 Book honeymoon flights 
& hotels.

❑	 Book a room for the 
wedding night.

❑	 Choose flowers for 
wedding party, attendants, 
venues, cake, etc.

❑	 Finalize guest list.

❑	 Assemble rehearsal 
dinner guest list.

❑	 Book rehearsal dinner 
venue.

TWO TO THREE 
MONTHS
Before the wedding
❑	 Finalize honeymoon plans 

& ensure all documents 
are in order.

❑	 Purchase accessories such 
as toasting flutes, cake 
knives and servers, ring 
pillow, flower basket & 
candles.

❑	 Finalize reception menu.

❑	 Order menu cards.

❑	 Order wedding favors.

❑	 Mail wedding invitations.

❑	 Begin writing vows.

❑	 Review ceremony details 
with officiant.

❑	 Lay out content for 
wedding programs.

❑	 Apply for marriage license 
(order 2-3 extra).

❑	 Finalize seating 
arrangements.

❑	 Finalize playlists for 
musicians.

❑	 Finalize fittings for 
wedding party & parents.

❑	 Book spa & beauty 
treatments for bride & 
bridal party.

❑	 Book wedding day 
transportation.

ONE MONTH
Before the wedding

❑	 Order wedding programs. 

❑	 Confirm date, times & 
location with vendors.

❑	 Confirm all honeymoon 
reservations & 
accommodations. Pick up 
tickets & travelers checks.

❑	 Pick up marriage license.

❑	 Final dress fitting.

❑	 Pick up wedding rings.

❑	 Have final fitting for 
wedding attendants.

❑	 Purchase gifts for 
wedding participants.

❑	 Purchase gift for fiancée.

❑	 Have bachelor/ette 
parties.

❑	 Make a calendar of events 
for your wedding day.

❑	 Print a map to direct 
guests to the ceremony 
and reception site. 

TWO WEEKS
Before the wedding
❑	 Follow up with guests 

who haven’t RSVP’d.

❑	 Give final count to 
caterer.

❑	 Update registries.

❑	 Begin breaking in 
wedding shoes.

❑	 Give your photographer & 
videographer your image 
& video requests.

❑	 Send playlists to DJ/band/
ceremony musicians.

❑	 Continue writing thank 
you notes for gifts 
received.

❑	 Get final haircut & color.

❑	 Delegate wedding 
day duties (gift table, 
guestbook, etc.).

❑	 Delegate someone to 
return tuxes, rentals & 
tend to wedding dress.

❑	 Send directions to 
wedding day limo/
transportation driver.

❑	 Plan seating 

arrangements.

ONE WEEK
Before the wedding
❑	 Prepare final payments 

to vendors & cash tips for 
service personnel.

❑	 Review details on last 
minute 	 arrangements 
and timetables with all 
service companies.

❑	 Make sure you have your 
marriage license.

❑	 Pick up wedding attire & 
make sure everything fits 
properly.

❑	 Pack your suitcase for 
your honeymoon. 

❑	 Rehearse wedding 
ceremony with all 
participants in attendance.

❑	 Attend rehearsal dinner.

❑	 Finalize details of 
transportation for out-of-
town guests.

❑	 Get a good night’s sleep 
the night before your 
wedding day.

❑	 Lay out wedding clothes.

ON THE DAY
of the wedding
❑	 Remain calm and try to 

relax.

❑	 Double check that you 
have the wedding rings & 
your marriage license.

❑	 Give wedding rings & 
officiant fee to best man.

❑	 Check with the florist to 
ensure that flowers will 
be delivered on time.

❑	 Apply makeup and style 
your hair at least 3 hours 
before the ceremony, 
sooner if you’re doing 
pictures before the 
ceremony.

❑	 Start dressing at least 
2 hours before the 
ceremony, sooner if you’re 
doing pictures before the 
ceremony.

❑	 If pictures will be taken 

WEDDING checklist
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WEDDING 
checklist

before the ceremony, 
the entire wedding party 
should be dressed & 
ready 2 hours before the 
ceremony.

❑	 Mail the wedding 
announcement.

❑	 Have music start 20 to 
30 minutes before the 
ceremony begins.

❑	 Have guests seated as they 
arrive.

❑	 Groom’s parents should 
be seated 5 minutes before 
the ceremony.

❑	 The bride’s mother should 
be seated immediately 
before the processional, 
before the aisle runner is 
rolled out. 

AFTER 
the wedding
❑	 Write and mail all thank 

you notes as soon as 
possible.

❑	 Take care of business, 
banking, 	 insurance & 
legal affairs (change name 
if necessary on records and 
legal documents) as soon 
as possible.

❑	 Ensure tuxes & rentals 
have been returned.

❑	 Have bridal gown 
professionally cleaned and 
preserved.

Closed Mon. / Tues. - Thurs. 11-9 
Fri. 11-10 / Sat. 4-10 / Sun. 11-8

227 N. Duesenberg, Auburn
(Across from the hospital)

925-9400
Email: theitaliangrille@hotmail.com 

www.theitaliangrille.com

We cater
wedding 

receptions 
and rehearsal 

dinners!

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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BUDGET checklist
PHOTOGRAPHY Budget Actual
Engagement

Formals

Candids

Videography

Extra Prints

Photo Albums

Other:

TOTAL

STATIONERY Budget Actual
Invitations

Save-the-Date Cards

Reply Cards

Thank-You Notes

Postage

Guest Book

Wedding Programs

Place Cards

Menu Cards

Other:

TOTAL

MISCELLANEOUS Budget Actual
Wedding Coordinator

Engagement Party

Bridal Shower

Bachelor/ette Parties

Hotel Rooms for Out-of-Town 
Guests

Transportation for Out-of-Town 
Guests

Other:

TOTAL

GIFTS & FAVORS Budget Actual
Bride & Groom Gift

Bridesmaids’ Gifts

Groomsmen Gifts

Ring Bearer Gift

Flower Girl Gift

Gifts for Out-of-Town Guests

Favors for Guests

Other:

TOTAL

FLOWERS Budget Actual
Bride’s Bouquet

Bridesmaids’ Bouquets

Corsages & Boutonnières

Flower Girl Basket

Ceremony

Reception

Other:

TOTAL

CEREMONY Budget Actual
Rehearsal Dinner

Location Rental

Marriage License

Officiant Fee  

Music for Ceremony

Ring Pillow

Decorations

Other:

TOTAL
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BUDGET checklist
APPAREL Budget Actual
Wedding Rings

Bridal Gown & Alterations

Veil/Headpiece

Bridal Accessories

Hair & Makeup

Groom’s Tux/Suit

Groom’s Accessories

Bridesmaids’  
Dresses & Shoes

Groomsmen  
Tuxes & Shoes

Other:

RECEPTION Budget Actual
Transportation

Venue Rental

Table & Chair Rental

Catering & Service

Liquor

Non-alcoholic Beverages

Cake

Cake Serving Set

Cake Topper

Band or DJ

Bartender Fee

Decorations

Other:

TOTAL

TOTAL BUDGET:

	

	

ACTUAL COST:
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CATERING

Dutch Heritage Baking & Catering 
5427 CR 68, Spencerville  
(260) 238-4304 
dutchheritagebakingandcatering.com 
See our ad on page 12

Biaggi’s Ristorante 
4010 West Jefferson Blvd., Fort Wayne 
(260) 459-6700 
www.biaggis.com 
See our ad on page 9

Italian Grille 
227 N. Duesenberg, Auburn 
(260) 925-9400 
www.theitaliangrille.com 
See our ad on page 7

HOTELS/MOTELS

Comfort Inn 
251 W SR 120, Fremont  
(260) 495-7131

Holiday Inn Express 
6245 N Old 27,  Fremont  
(260) 833-6464

Potawatomi Inn 
6 Ln 100 A, Lake James, Angola  
(260) 833-1077 
Quality Inn 
271 W SR 120, Fremont  
(260) 495-9770

Ramada Inn 
3855 N SR 127, Angola  
(260) 665-9471

Wingate by Wyndham 
3081 Enterprise Drive, Angola  
(260) 665-1010

TRANSPORTATION

Rosewood Carriage Rides 
(260) 637-5261
rosewoodcarriagerides@yahoo.com 
www.rosewoodcarriagerides.com

VENUES

Auburn American Legion Post 97 
1729 Sprott St., Auburn,  
(260) 925-3297 
Auburnpost97.org 
See our ad on page 3 

Bridgewater Golf Club 
1818 Morningstar Road, Auburn, IN 46706 
(260) 925-8004 
bridgewaterevents@bridgewatergc.com 
See our ad on page 11

Byler Lane Winery & Event Center 
5858 CR 35, Auburn IN 46706 
(260) 920-4377 
www.bylerlanewinery.com 
See our ad on page 4

Middaugh Hall 
708 S. Union St., Auburn  
(260) 255-0752 
See our ad on page 2

Sauder Farm & Craft 
22611 State Route 2, Archbold, OH 
800-590-97-55 
SauderVillage.org 
See our ad on page 5

ADVERTISERS list

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
For many couples, pets are more 

than just companions, they’re family.
It’s only natural to want them 

included in one of life’s biggest 
celebrations. With a little planning 
and creativity, you can involve 
your beloved pets in your fall 
wedding while keeping them 
(and your guests) happy, safe and 
comfortable.

Roles for Pets  
in the Ceremony

Pets can play a variety of 
roles at weddings, depending on 
their temperament and training. 
Dogs often serve as ring bearers, 
flower pups or simply make a 
heart-melting entrance down 
the aisle. Cats, rabbits and even 
parrots can join ceremonies too, 
especially in more casual or 
outdoor settings.

When assigning your pet a role, 
be realistic about their comfort 
level. A laid-back dog might love 
wearing a bowtie and escorting the 
flower girl, while a shy cat may be 
better suited to a few cute wedding 
portraits before spending the rest 
of the day relaxing away from the 
festivities.

Keeping Pets  
Comfortable and Safe

Fall weather is often ideal for pets. 
Cooler temperatures mean less risk 
of overheating. Still, it’s important to 
make sure your venue is pet-friendly 
and has appropriate spaces for your 
animal to rest, hydrate and take breaks 
from the crowd.

Hiring a dedicated pet handler 
for the day can ease stress. They 
can escort your pet to and from the 
ceremony, manage potty breaks and 

even take your furry friend home after 
their starring moment. If that’s not an 
option, consider designating a trusted 
friend or family member for the task.

Also, consider your guests. Clearly 
communicate any pet plans ahead of 
time, especially for those with allergies 
or fears. A little advance notice goes a 
long way toward making everyone feel 
comfortable.

Stylish and  
Thoughtful Touches

Dressing up your pet can add a 

charming touch, but it’s important 
to prioritize comfort over fashion. 
Soft collars, harnesses with floral 
accents and lightweight outfits are 
adorable and practical choices. 
Skip anything too restrictive, itchy 
or elaborate.

For an extra-special nod to your 
pet, consider incorporating their 
likeness into other parts of the day, 
such as customized cake toppers, 
signature cocktails named after them 
or illustrated programs featuring 
their portrait. Fall-themed props like 
mini pumpkins or leafy garlands 
can enhance pet photos without 
overwhelming the scene.

Making Memories
Including your pet is a beautiful 

way to make your wedding even 
more personal and joyful. Whether 
they trot down the aisle, pose for 
portraits or simply attend in spirit 
through fun details, pets bring 
an unmatched sense of love and 
authenticity to your special day.

With a bit of planning, you’ll 
create lasting memories, not just 
for you and your guests, but for the 
furry, feathered or four-legged friend 
who’s been by your side through it 
all.

Including Four-Legged Family

SOFIKO14 — STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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• Bridal Showers
•Rehearsal Dinners

• Receptions 
up to 80 people

•Personalized buff et 
or plated meals

• Full service bar
• Open to all

1818 Morningstar Rd.
Auburn, IN 46706

260-925-8004

bridgewaterevents@
bridgewatergc.com

www.bridgewatergc.com
Find us on facebook

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
No matter your size, 

shape or gender identity, 
there are stylish options for 
every couple walking down 
the aisle.

Fall weddings offer 
the perfect backdrop for 
personal style to shine. As 
leaves turn and the air cools, 
wedding attire trends shift 
toward rich textures, deeper 
colors and layers that blend 
beauty with comfort.

Bridal designer Jackson 
Wiederhoeft told Brides that 
inclusivity when it comes to 
wedding wear means many 
different things, including 
designing beautiful outfits 
for plus-size people, petite 
people, and trans and non-bi-
nary people. “Size inclusivity 
means finding ways to 
support all these experiences 
and more,” he said.

Wiederhoeft said size 
inclusivity and body 
positivity go hand-in-hand. 
He also said everyone is 
different. “Two people with 
the exact same measure-
ments can carry weight in 
totally different ways and 
have completely different 
body types,” he said. 
“Especially for the wedding 
look, it needs to be immacu-
lately made to perfectly fit 
and support you.”

Celebrate Your Shape
The key to great wedding 

fashion is fit, not size. 
Custom tailoring ensures 
your outfit flatters your 
body, whether you are 
rocking a ballgown, a sleek 
suit or something uniquely 
you. Many boutiques 
now offer inclusive sizing 
and custom designs that 
highlight what you love 
most about your silhouette. 
Fall is a perfect season to 
experiment with luxurious 
fabrics like velvet, brocade 
and satin that drape beauti-
fully and feel amazing.

Nontraditional Looks for 
Nontraditional Marriers

Not every person fits 
a traditional mold and 
neither should their outfits. 

Nonbinary, gender-fluid 
and trans people have 
more options than ever for 
creating a look that feels 
authentic. Mix elements 
like structured jackets with 
flowing skirts, play with 
bold color choices, or layer 
accessories like statement 
jewelry, hats and scarves to 
personalize your outfit. Fall 
colors like deep plum, forest 
green and burnt orange can 
make a striking statement 
beyond classic white.

Finding the Perfect 
Wedding Outfit

Once you know what you 
want and what your body 
needs, there’s still the matter 
of finding a retailer who can 
accommodate those looks. 
Enaura recommends several 
steps.

First, they suggest 
looking for retailers who 
specialize in size inclusivity. 
Find a store that has a range 
of bridal gown samples. A 
store specializing in size 
inclusivity will have staff 
who knows what looks good 
on different body types.

Secondly, they encourage 
brides to be open to different 
styles. While you may have 
a favorite style for regular 
clothes, wedding dresses are 
different. Experiment with a 
range of styles and cuts and 
trust the process and the 
expertise of bridal stylists. 
Communicate which of your 
body features you want to 
draw attention to.

They also stress it is 
important to communicate 
weight loss plans with the 
bridal shop and that it isn’t 
necessary to lose weight 
for your wedding day. You 
can celebrate your beauty 
no matter what size you 
are. It is typical for a bride 
to shop for a dress at least 
eight months before the 
wedding. It is easier to take 
a dress in than it is to let 
it out, so it is better to go 
with a slightly larger size 
than a smaller one. Consider 
getting a made-to-measure 
dress rather than buying a 
premade size off the rack.

Fashion for Every Body

BLISS — STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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Baking & CateringBaking & Catering

Catering For Any Occasion
Weddings ~ Anniversaries

Graduations ~ Holiday Parties
Featuring Homemade Cooking 

Baked Goods Available

dutchheritagebakingandcatering.com

5427 CR 68, Spencerville 1/2 mile west of Spencerville

260-238-4304 Fridays 6:00 AM-5:30 PM


