
$1.00
kpcnews.com

2026GO GREENGO GREEN



2      Go Green      kpcnews.com •  ©KPC Media 	 April 22, 2026

www.covingtonbox.com
950 W. Union St., Waterloo, IN 46793

260-837-2000

Our 2 solar fi elds located at our Waterloo and Edgerton 
facilities have reduced CO2 emissions by 1 Mil ton since 

we installed the solar panels. This attributes to adding an 
additional 15,000 trees to our eco system!

www.covingtonbox.comwww.covingtonbox.comwww.covingtonbox.com

Jenny Ernsberger
jernsberger@kpcmedia.com

General Manager

Ann Saggars
asaggars@kpcmedia.com

Print & Design Manager

Stevie Lockridge
slockridge@kpcmedia.com

Special Sections Graphic Designer

Sue Carpenter
scarpenter@kpcmedia.com

Special Sections Editor

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVES
Mitch Anderson

Michele Trowbridge
Machele Waid
Holly Bireley
Elijah Balek

Go Green is a special supplement  
to The Star, The News Sun and  

The Herald Republican, which are 
publications of KPC Media.
©2026 All rights reserved

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
If we’ve bought it, it’s ours 

to do what we please with, 
or so it may seem. However, 
with many items in our 
modern life, that’s not exactly 
the case.

In many cases, especially 
with electronics and automo-
biles, the manufacturers 
require their own tools, 
services or software to repair 
things. The concept “right 
to repair” is that owners 
of devices, equipment and 
vehicles have the right to 
freely maintain, repair or 
modify their things as they see 
fit, and there’s a movement to 
push back against manufac-
turers’ requirements for repair 
or modification.

What is the Right to 
Repair?

Manufacturers’ restrictions 
on access to parts, tools, 
software and more creates a 
repair monopoly, the Digital 
Right to Repair Coalition says. 
That locks independent repair 
shops out of making repairs, 
often forcing consumers to 
pay higher prices for repair 
or opt to purchase another 

item. The coalition says 
manufacturers withhold 
repair documentation, making 
do-it-yourself repairs more 
difficult and dangerous. 
Some manufacturers block 
third-party options. For 
example, the group says 

some tractor manufacturers 
put equipment into a limp 
mode until proprietary dealer 
software clears the errors.

If consumers could repair 
their products, proponents 
say, fewer things such as 
electronics and appliances 

would be trashed for new. 
Items could be kept in use 
longer and more sustainably. 
U.S. PIRG, another advocate 
for right-to-repair legislation, 
says Americans purchase 160 
million new smartphones 
each year, using 23.7 million 
tons of raw material. That 
level of consumption isn’t 
sustainable, it says.

Right-to-Repair 
Movement

People in a variety of 
industries as well as regular 
people who want more 
control of their things are 
pushing for legislation to 
force manufacturers to sell 

spare parts at a reason-
able price to owners and 
independent repair shops, 
make repair information 
available, and allow repair 
professionals and product 
owners to access tools 
needed for repairs.

Eight states have passed 
right-to-repair legislation and 
it has been introduced in all 
50 states. It has been repeat-
edly introduced at the federal 
level but has failed to make 
it out of Congress. States 
with right-to-repair laws 
include California, Colorado, 
Massachusetts, Minnesota, 
New York, Oregon, Texas and 
Maine.

The Right to Repair Movement
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BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Fast shipping is a part of 

modern life and consumers 
are becoming conditioned 
to getting whatever they buy 
online as soon as the next 
day, at minimum.

But while this may be free 
shipping for consumers, it 
comes at a high cost to the 
planet.

Fast shipping increases 
emissions 10-12%, MIT 
research scientist Sreedevi 
Rajagoplan told the Associ-
ated Press. That comes from 
trucks leaving warehouses 
while not full, looping 
neighborhoods several 
times a day and even using 
airplanes to make sure the 
things we buy arrive as fast 
as possible.

“Consumers need to 
acknowledge that just a click 
of their mouse has physical 
and environmental repercus-

sions,” says UC Davis’ 
Miguel Jaller, co-director 
of the Sustainable Freight 
Research Center. “Consol-
idation is what drives 
better efficiency. That’s why 
public transit is better than 
everybody using their own 
cars — you are consolidating 
a lot of trips in one train 
or bus. The more packages 
you can consolidate in one 
vehicle, the less resources 
you’re using.”

However, when 
consumers demand quick 
delivery, companies priori-
tize speed over sustainability. 
Some companies even use 
passenger cars to deliver 
packages driven by workers 
with no logistics training, 
creating more conges-
tion and greenhouse gas 
emissions.

It’s up to consumers, 
experts say, to take steps to 

reduce the carbon footprint 
of our e-commerce habits. 
Jaller encourages shoppers 
to avoid impulse buys 
and think ahead, planning 
purchases more carefully 
and avoiding returns. 
Companies can take steps 
to be more transparent 
about the environmental 

effects of deliveries and offer 
consumers a more green 
option.

“It would be good if 
companies can educate 
consumers about the differ-
ences because right now the 
consumer may only see that 
all delivery options are free, 
so why would they choose 

something that takes longer,” 
Jaller asks.

Delaying delivery by 
one or two days can result 
in a 36% reduction in 
carbon dioxide emissions 
and opting for three to 
four days pushes that up 
to 56%, Sreedevi says. He 
adds that people are more 
likely to delay or consoli-
date orders once they have 
a good understanding of the 
environmental impact of fast 
shipping. Sreedevi says a 
2024 study of consumers in 
Mexico backs that up.

“A significant number 
of consumers decided to 
wait for longer delivery 
or delayed their shipping 
when we showed them 
the environmental impact 
information in the form of 
trees,” Sreedevi says. “So, 
it’s important that they are 
educated.”

The Carbon Cost of Get it Now

RIDO — STOCK.ADOBE.COM

BY METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

Protecting the environ-
ment is a goal that everyone 
can help to accomplish. 
The greatest threats to the 
planet are primarily driven 
by human activity. Climate 
change, habitat loss and 
biodiversity loss are notable 
challenges of the environ-
mental crisis, says the 
Intergovernmental Science-
Policy Platform on Biodiver-
sity and Ecosystem Services. 
Although it may seem like 
major overhauls are needed 
to protect the planet, small, 
consistent changes in how 
people behave also can have a 
lasting impact.

The following are some 
simple steps to effect environ-
mental change.

• Eat more plants. 
Choosing plant-based proteins 
like beans, lentils and nuts 
in place of red meat a few 
nights per week can have an 
impact on land and water use 
required for raising livestock.

• Plan meals. Planning 
meals can help to greatly 

reduce food waste. Stanford 
University reports that 40 
percent of edible food in 
the United States is wasted. 
Planning meals and using 
leftovers creatively can keep 
excess waste out of landfills.

• Rely on LED lights. 
LED bulbs last longer than 
traditional incandescent 
bulbs. LEDs also consume 

75 percent less energy than 
incandescent bulbs.

• Adjust the thermostat. 
Keeping a home comfort-
able is a benefit of modern 
living. The National Park 
Service says simply adjusting 
the thermostat by 3 F down 
in the winter and up in the 
summer can reduce carbon 
dioxide emissions by nearly 

1,000 to 1,050 pounds per 
year.

• Unplug appliances. 
Unplug “vampire” appliances 
when they are not in use. 
Such appliances are those 
that draw power even when 
they’re not being used. 
Televisions, chargers and 
others are known culprits. 
A power strip can be used 

to cut off power completely 
when not in use.

• Buy secondhand items. 
Whenever possible, shop 
secondhand for clothes and 
furniture. Used items reduce 
demand for new manufac-
turing, which tends to be 
energy-intensive.

• Rely on public 
transportation. Riding 
buses and trains is a more 
energy-efficient way to get 
around than driving solo. 
Whenever possible, carpool 
or hop on public transporta-
tion to reduce fuel consump-
tion.

• Shop local and 
seasonal items. Patron-
izing local shops and locally 
sourced goods helps reduce 
how many miles items need 
to be transported. The further 
products must travel to get 
into your hands, the greater 
the transportation emissions 
produced.

Although protecting the 
environment seems like a 
monumental task, small steps 
anyone can embrace can have 
a big impact.

Simple steps to protect the environment

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION
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BY METRO CREATIVE 
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Earth Day is an annul 
holiday celebrated on April 
22. Earth Day celebrates 
the planet and the dawn of 
the modern environmental 
movement that began in 
1970.

Efforts to draw attention 
to environmental issues 
affecting the planet have 
always been important. But 
the significance of such 
efforts grows each year, as 
climate experts and environ-
mental researchers continue 
to warn that something must 
be done to change behaviors 
that could be adversely 
affecting the planet.

One area that might 
require change concerns 
trash. According to EarthDay.
org, two billion metric tons 
of unsustainable, municipally 
generated trash are thrown 
away across the globe every 
year. That trash subsequently 
enters the environment 
and affects the climate and 
the health of animals and 
humans. And some research 
suggests that the effects of 
trash on the environment 
might be underestimated.

A 2024 study from 
researchers at Harvard 
University’s John A. Paulson 
School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences noted that 
estimates from the Environ-
mental Protection Agency 
(EPA) indicating methane 
emissions from landfills 
have been greatly underesti-
mated. Researchers behind 
the Harvard study found 
that methane emissions 
from landfills are 51 percent 
higher than EPA estimates 
suggest. That’s a notable 
miscalculation, as methane 
emissions are a signifi-
cant contributor to climate 
change. In fact, EarthDay.
org notes that methane 
has a warming potential 

more than 80 times greater 
than carbon dioxide over a 
20-year period. The warming 
potential of methane 
underscores the need to 
incorporate waste manage-
ment practices that may help 
reduce methane emissions 
into any strategies designed 
to mitigate the effects of 
climate change.

Trash also can have a 
harmful effect on wildlife. 
Trash can get into natural 
settings, including waterways, 
where it has an adverse effect 
on marine species. EarthDay.
org notes that plastic or solid 
waste gradually degrades 
into smaller pieces, making 
it difficult for wildlife, 
including marine species, to 
distinguish between what is 
food they can eat and what 
is plastic that they should 
avoid. According to the 
United Nations Environment 
Programme, as much as 23 
million tons of plastic enters 
aquatic environments each 
year.

Trash also can have an 
adverse effect on human 
health. Thousands of 
chemicals are utilized to 
manufacture products that 
ultimately end up in landfills 
each year, and EarthDay.org 
notes that landfills provide a 
pathway for those chemicals 
to enter the environment. 
Some of those chemicals are 
endocrine-disrupting and/or 
carcinogenic, and exposure 
to them may increase a 
person’s risk for health issues 
including infertility, cancer 
and Alzheimer’s disease, 
among others.

Trash is a part of daily life. 
Recognition of the harmful 
environmental impact trash 
can have is vital as the world 
looks to alter behaviors that 
could be jeopardizing the 
health of the planet and the 
species on it.

The effects of 
trash on the 
environment
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BY METRO CREATIVE 
CONNECTION

In 2025, American 
climatologist James Hansen 
and a team of research 
colleagues declared the goal 
to keep global tempera-
ture rise below 2 degrees 
Celsius was no longer viable. 
That goal, part of a pledge 
negotiated by 196 parties 
at the 2015 United Nations 
Climate Change Conference 
near Paris, France, aimed to 
combat climate change by 
keeping global temperature 
rise below 2 degrees Celsius 
above preindustrial levels. 
But a team of researchers 
that included Hansen, 
a professor at Columbia 
University, insisted that 
rising global energy use has 
made the goal impossible to 

achieve. Authors behind the 
study, which was published 
in the journal Environment: 
Science and Policy for 
Sustainable Development, 
also predicted that acceler-
ated global heating will 
increase ice melting in the 
Arctic, a development that 
could make sea level rise of 
several meters inevitable.

Did You Know?

METRO CREATIVE CONNECTION

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Greywater is untreated 

wastewater from household 
sources such as sinks, 
showers and washing 
machines, but not toilet 
waste, which is referred

to as blackwater.
In most of our homes, 

greywater goes out to 
municipal waste systems 
along with blackwater and 
we don’t think about it 
again. But there are more 
efficient ways to use it.

What is a Greywater 
System?

Greywater systems 
collect water from the 
sources in your home and 
filters it to remove pollut-
ants such as line, hair and 
chemicals. The filtered 
water can then be reused, 
commonly in irrigation 
systems, even during water 
restrictions. Greywater 
shouldn’t come into 
contact with edible parts 
of plants, such as vegeta-
bles or fruits, and people 
using greywater irrigation 
should take care to use 
as many plant-friendly 
products as possible. For 
some households, it’s 

even possible to reuse 
greywater inside the house 
to flush toilets and in other 
nonpotable situations.

Greywater Guidelines
Greywater isn’t fresh 

water and shouldn’t be 
treated like it. Greywater 
Action offers these basic 
guidelines for using 
greywater.

• Don’t store greywater 
more than 24 hours. 
Any longer than that and 
nutrients in it will start to 

break down and cause bad 
odors.

• Minimize your contact 
with greywater because it 
could potentially contain 
a pathogen. A greywater 
system should be designed 
for water to soak into 

the ground and not be 
available for people or 
animals to drink.

• Don’t allow greywater 
to pool or run off. Pooling 
greywater can give mosqui-
toes a place to breed and 
increase the chances for 

humans to come into 
contact with it.

• Keep greywater 
systems as simple as 
possible. Avoid using too 
many pumps and filters 
that need upkeep. Simple 
systems last longer, require 
less maintenance and less 
energy.

• Install a three-way 
valve for easy switching 
between a greywater system 
and the sewer or septic 
system.

• Match the amount 
of greywater your plants 
receive with their watering 
needs. Greywater Action 
suggests constructed 
wetlands to help ecolog-
ically dispose of excess 
greywater in areas that 
are home to naturally 
occurring wetlands. 
Wetlands may not work as 
well in arid climates where 
they would use too much 
water and not leave enough 
available for irrigation.

Using Greywater

KENJI ROI
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Solar Power
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BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Sustainable investing can 

make you feel good about 
earning more green.

It’s the practice of making 
capital allocation decisions 
based on socially responsible 
and ethical strategies to ensure 
the companies you invest 
in maintain a high standard 
of sustainability principles. 
Morgan Stanley says most 
companies see sustainability 
as a way to help the Earth and 
to make money. It says 88% 
of companies view sustain-
ability as a way to create 
long-term value.

ESG Principles
ESG stands for 

environmental, social and 
governance. It refers to a 
framework of understanding 
and measuring how sustain-
ably an organization is 
operating.

It takes the holistic view 
that sustainability goes 
beyond environmental 
issues, including fair wages, 
shareholder rights and more. 
The term comes from a 2004 
UN report and evolved into 
a more proactive movement 
into the 2020s. It now 

includes key elements related 
to environmental and social 
impact and stakeholder 
well-being.

There are a variety of 
platforms that issue ESG 
scores evaluating an organiza-
tion’s performance on sustain-
ability metrics.

These scoring systems 

are either industry-specific 
or industry-agnostic, the 
Corporate Finance Institute 
says. The industry-agnostic 
scores tend to incorpo-
rate factors such as climate 
change; diversity, equity and 
inclusion; and human rights.

Some scoring systems 
include the Global Reporting 

Initiative, Principles for 
Responsible Investment and 
the Sustainability Accounting 
Standards Board.

Types of Sustainable 
Investors

The Corporate Finance 
Institute says there are 

different types of sustainable 
investors in the marketplace, 
including development banks, 
pension plans that support 
environmentally conscious 
corporations, religious institu-
tions, nonprofit founda-
tions, and socially conscious 
individuals. These investors 
wish to advance environ-
mental, social or governance 
principles.

Some funds and broker-
ages are putting together 
sustainable investing plans 
to cater to these customers. 
These ETFs and securities 
may not be driven just by 
profit but also by a desire to 
contribute towards moving 
the world to a more sustain-
able and ethical future. Even 
though profit isn’t the main 
focus, Morgan Stanley says 
sustainable funds are showing 
promise in the marketplace. 
In the first six months of 
2025, the bank says sustain-
able funds posted a median 
return of 12.5% while 
traditional funds saw just 
9.2%. Assets under manage-
ment grew to a new high 
of $3.92 trillion as of June 
30, up 11% from December 
2024.

Investing Sustainably

BILLIONPHOTOS.COM — STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
The death of a loved one is fraught 

with big emotions and big decisions. 
If you or a loved one is committed to 
sustainability, that commitment can 
extend to death as well.

Green funerals conduct post-death 
care through natural means from start 
to finish. This can involve practices 
such as home funerals, green burial 
preparation and green burials, the 
Green Burial Council says.

Green Funeral Practices
Many people aiming for sustain-

able afterlife outline wishes for a 
home funeral or home vigil, where 
their body will be cared for using 
natural, noninvasive procedures. 
Families, friends and spiritual care 
teams bathe and dress the body 
at home. In blended funerals, the 
family holds a home vigil but hires a 
funeral director for filing paperwork 
and other aspects of the funeral that 
the family may prefer to hand over 
to a professional. In some areas, 
professional green burial body 
preparation may be available to 
prepare and hold a body for burial 
without embalming.

What is a Green Burial?
A green burial allows full body 

interment in the ground in a way 
that does not inhibit decomposition. 
It typically does not have a vault, 
includes a nontoxic preparation of 
the body and uses containers made of 

organic materials. The Green Burial 
Council says dead bodies, when 
prepared and stored correctly, pose 
no threat of infection or other health 
risks. Furthermore, green burial sites 
take contamination very seriously and 
often undergo testing at both local 

and state levels. Burial sites are often 
located a certain distance from known 
drinking water sources and other 
infrastructure.

Some people may not know 
what to expect at a green burial. The 
council says while each site has its 
own practices, typically families and 
friends are greeted at the cemetery by 
a funeral director. People attending 
the burial should wear sturdy, outdoor 
footwear and dress for the weather. 
The body will be in a biodegradable 
container, such as a pine coffin, a 
wicker or grass basket, a papier mache 
pod or any other container that will 
decompose quickly in the ground. 
Shrouds are another good choice, 
but families should know that, with a 
shroud, the body form will be visible.

Green burial graves are dug about 
3 to 4 feet deep. Wide boards are 
often placed on the edges to stop 
collapse and those boards are then 
covered in greens. The gravesite may 
be covered with natural greenery, 
including on the grave floor and 
covering the excavated dirt to soften 
the experience. The casket or shroud 
will be lowered either by a motorized 
device or by hand using ropes.

Sustainability in the Afterlife

STUDIO PORTO SABBIA
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www.propanepeopleinc.com

Propane is better for the environment. Propane is better for the environment. 
Celebrate Earth Day by switching to propane!Celebrate Earth Day by switching to propane!

Propane Products For Your Home

When It Comes To Your 
Family’s Comfort, Propane 
Outperforms Other Energy 
Sources Hands Down.

RELIABLE 
COMFORT

Propane Is Not Only A Clean-
Burning, Environmentally-Friendly 
Fuel, It Keeps Working When
The Electricity Goes Out.

SUSTAINABLE 
LIVING

High-Effi ciency Propane 
Appliances Can Save 
You Hundreds In Annual 
Energy Costs.

BETTER
SAVINGS

Propane Can Power The 
Kind Of High-End, High-
Performance Appliances You 
Want For Your Home.

DELUXE
APPLIANCES

Propane Products For Your HomePropane Products For Your HomePropane Products For Your Home

Benefits of Using Compost
• Improves the soil structure, porosity, and density, thus creating a better plant root environment.
• Increases infiltration and permeability of heavy soils, thus reducing erosion and runoff.
• Improves water holding capacity, thus reducing water loss and leaching in sandy soils.
• Supplies a variety of macro and micro-nutrients.
• May control or suppress certain soil-borne plant pathogens.
• Supplies significant quantities of organic matter.
• Improves cation exchange capacity (CEC) of soils and growing media, thus improving their 

ability to hold nutrients for plant use.
• Supplies beneficial microorganisms to soils and growing media.
• Improves and stabilizes soil pH.
• Can bind and degrade specific pollutants.
• Can closely simulate the characteristics of wetland soils, thereby encouraging the 

reestablishment of native plant species
• Can be used with great success as a mulch for erosion control.
• Immature compost also can act as mild herbicides to control weeds.

Screened Compost for Your Yard 
and Garden  $10/cubic yard

Monday-Friday: 7 AM - 3 PM • Saturday: 8 AM - 2 PM • Sunday & Holidays: Noon - 2 PM
Call (260) 665-6806 for more information

The Angola Wastewater Treatment Plant • 1095 Redding Road, Angola

This message is brought to you by…

Angola’s Clean Water Utilities
(260) 665-2514
www.angolain.org

What is Compost?
Compost is the product resulting from the controlled biological decomposition of organic material that 

has been sanitized through the generation of heat and stabilized to the point that it is beneficial to plant 
growth. Compost bears little physical resemblance to the raw material from which it originated.
 Compost is an organic matter resource that has the unique ability to improve the chemical, physical, 
and biological characteristics of soils or growing media. It contains plant nutrients but is typically not 
characterized as a fertilizer.
 From the traditional growing of plants to novel uses in stormwater management and climate change 
mitigation, the production and use of compost has a bright future!

COMPOST AND ITS BENEFITS


