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BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Finally, the end is in 

sight. After all those hours 
studying, writing papers and 
sweating the exams, you’re 
finally set to graduate.

Even the effort and 
planning of the day itself 
might have come and gone. 
But you deserve to savor 
this moment, after all you’ve 
accomplished. Here’s how:
DRINK IT ALL IN

Don’t let these final 
moments of high school or 
college go by unrecognized. 
This time is irreplaceable, 
and nothing can truly 
compare to it. Take a 
moment to fully appreciate 
the sights and sounds of an 
ordinary school day, knowing 
these experiences will soon 
give way to something new.
REMEMBER MENTORS

Take a moment to 
remember the people who 
supported and guided you 
along the way. Staying in 
touch with mentors after 
graduation can open doors, 
offer perspective and provide 
encouragement as you move 
into your next chapter.

BEGIN NETWORKING
For college graduates, 

building connections in your 
field can be a valuable next 
step. Casual conversations 

with
professionals — whether 

over coffee or through a 
brief introduction online 
— can help you learn more 

about your industry and 
begin forming meaningful 
relationships.
ENCOURAGE OTHERS

Graduation marks a 
shared milestone, but the 
paths that follow will look 
different for everyone. Some 
will move quickly into 
careers or further education, 
while others take time to 
explore what comes next.

Supporting one another 
through these transitions 
helps maintain the sense of 
community built along the 

way.
LOOK BACK FONDLY

Take pride in what you’ve 
accomplished. From early 
classes to final exams, each 
step contributed to reaching 
this milestone. Whether 
you finished at the top of 
your class or simply crossed 
the finish line, earning a 
degree reflects persistence 
and dedication. While each 
graduate’s path will unfold 
differently, the achieve-
ment itself is shared — and 
lasting.

Before You Graduate

EFSTOCK — STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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CENTRAL NOBLE

Ames, Wyland Andrews, Alaina Ballinger, Marissa Barron, Eli Bollet, Leland Bonar, Jaxson

Borders, Jaida Bourg, Tristan Bremer, Mallory Broom, Austin Broom, Tyler Butler, Zachery

Carpenter, Abrianna Carter, Emalee Clevenger, Ellie Comerford, Piper Criqui, Jacob Cupp, Anika

Diffendarfer, Colton Douglas, Caden Douglas, Corbin Dunafin, Kaitlyn Duncan, Damyan Erickson, Jaylen

Faltermeier, Saige Fish, Conner Fleshman, Charles Flory, Evan Forker, Katie Freeman, Nicklaus
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CENTRAL NOBLE

Geiger, Bryce George, Morgan Grissam, Davis Halsey, Hunter Hawk, Emerson Hayes, Bryonna

Hopf, Adelaide Keener, Aiden Kiebel, Carson Klink, Branson Knafel, Kyle Knight, Keegan

Kolb, Jasper Kreger, Kayla Lawson, Steven Lazar, Ella Lee, Meadow Macy, Braiden

Mann, Molly Marks, Lily McFarland, Hannah McGlothlin, Austen McLean, Kaylee Moore, Lucy

Mullins, Brady Oliver, Karie Parks, Willow Paul, Justin Pliett, Abigail Pulver, Alivia
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CENTRAL NOBLE

Replogle, Whitny Rice, Nathaniel Robbins, Jack Rock, Nathan Rothenbuhler, Aubrey Schmidt, Elyse

Schmidt, Sawyer Shoda, Reilly Shultz, Jackson Skaggs, Brayden Skinner, Lydia Smith, Aspen

Sparrow, Arabella Spencer, Austin Strunk, Aaron Swank, Grace Talay, Mali Thuillard, Alexys

VanHalst, Jonathon Wallace, Karl Weber, Keaton Wentworth, Lilly Williams, Brody Williams, Kherington

Wilson, Gavin Winebrenner, Jalayna

Not pictured: Garrett Hood
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EAST NOBLE

Abel, Braxton Acosta, Illah Aezah, Shahd Aguirre, Carolyn Ahmed, Malak Al-Nini, Ahmed

Alexander, Kaitlin Allen, Logan Alligood, JoAnna Alnainl, Fatima AlQadi, Malak Alwine, Abigail

Anderson, Jourdan Arnold, Kira Arnold, Sydney Awf, Noor Bailey, Dylan Bairaq, Remas

Baird, Alivia Baird, Alizabeth Barber, Isac Bartlett, Gracin Baxter, Hannah Beltran, Leticia

Biddle, Rylee Bilbee, Aiden Blackman, Erin Blanchard, Jeffry Boehme, Jaron Bolen, Brooke
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EAST NOBLE

Bona, Ettore Booth, Bryce Brandon, Ava Brinker, Gabriela Brown, Romano Bush, Braelen

Cain, Gatlin Carpenter, Johanna Carteaux, Brayden Caspersen, Snorre Coblentz, Ellie Coil, Dylan Alan

Colbert, Brayden Cole, Nathan Colin, Macey Collins, Maya Cook, Jackson Cope, Evan

Corson, Braedon Courtney, Benjamin Crooks, Hanna Cummins, Donald David, Kathryn Days, Jayvin

Dean, Emily Deming, Addison Derry, Keegan Desper, Alyssa Diehm, Aubrey Diehm, Lauren



8      Noble & LaGrange Counties Graduation      kpcnews.com •  ©KPC Media 	 May 27, 2026

EAST NOBLE

Dominguez, Angel Dominguez, Milagros Eash, Addison Eling, Nevaeh Espinoza, Santiago Evard, Haleigh

Fordeck, Hunter Fortman, Katelyn Foss, Aubrey Foster, Lillie Frank, Ezekial Freeman, Rian

Frye, Abagail Frye, Addison Frye, Kara Gallaway, Rylie Gamble, Aydan Garcia, Auron

Ghurab, Abeer Gibson, Chloe Gibson, Samuel Golden, Logan Graham, Aidan Graves, Kaelyn

Gregory, Sophia Gurney, Covell Guzman, America Haines, Taryn Haley, Kiana Hall, Taylor
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EAST NOBLE

Halmagyi, Mila Hand, Silas Hankins, Cylus Hankins, Lucian Harris, Sebastian Hart, Emily

Henney, Madison Hess, Mattea Hicks, Micah Ho, Evan Hoffelder, Aislyn Hoffman, Aiden

Holland, Xavier Holliday, Alayna Hoyt, Hunter Huber, Michael Hudson, Kylar Hunt, Madison

Hunter, Jaydon Huth, Nathaniel Ibarra, Daira Isaac, Kaydence Jack, Madison Jimenez, Adrian

Johnston, Arabella Keene, Jonathon Kelley, Elias King, Shannon Kintz, Landon Kistler, Ryan
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EAST NOBLE

Kitchen, Lucy Kloepper, Autumn Knox, Lillian Koons, Boston Krantz, Gabriel Kuzniar, Zoey

Lacey, Airianna Lamel, Katelyn Lamle, Bryce LaRowe, Lexi Larson, Avarie Laur, Nora

Leffers, Isabelle Leighty, Kaitlyn Leins, Elaine Leitch, Nadia Lemish, Jayden Ley, Ayden

Longley, Gavin Lowe, Hunter Lux, Jenna Lynn, Tristin Malcolm, Chase Martin, Anabel

Mast, Brock McGee, Alisen McKinley, Karsten Meadows, Emma Meek, Aaron Miller, Jeffrey
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EAST NOBLE

Miller, Layne Mitchell, Hunter Mitchener, Hayden Mobley, Dylan Mohammed, Leen Montoya, Rya

Morgerson, Kristina Morr, Parker Mortoff	,	Marcus Mosley, Conner Mullins, Grayden Murphy, Dakota

Myers, Ryan Niman, Braylon Oakes, Andrew Odem, Ailey Omer, Yusra

Owens, Connor Palacios, Xavier Palmer, Sebastian Pelfrey, Ethan Petrie, Olivia Piriyanasorn, 

Pita, Armani Powell, Anna Raatz, Emma Rea, Gabriel Reed, LiliAyn Reese, Julia

Ostman, Xavier
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EAST NOBLE

Reese, Justice Renkenberger, Brody Reynolds, Elijah Rhoades, Cooper Rhoades, Emerson Ritchie, Addisyn

Ritchie, Tylar Roberts, Dominiqe Roberts, Vanessa Rodriguez, Jazzmin Rummel, Anthony Salazar-DeLira, Oscar

Santos, Dominick Sawal, Aladean Scheel, Josephina Schlotter, Nathanial Schneider, Marisa Shaw, Kaiden

Shire, Braylon Shire, Hunter Slone, Brady Smith, Drew Smith, Jayden Smith, Jeffrey

Smithson, Hunter Snyder, Cheyenne Sorrell, Destiny Sowles, Owen Spencer, Jacob Stark, Damien
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EAST NOBLE

Strater, Samuel Strohm, Makenna Strycker, Jackson Stuckey, Riley Sturgis, Trenton

Sutton, Devin Sutton, Lillian Swary, Kendyll Tarr, McKenzy Taylor, Christina Taylor, Raylynn

Thiel, Laney Thompson, Jade Trappe, Lilly Treace, Steven Treesh, Mason Tuttle, Houston

Valenti, Lincoln Vance, Chloe VanGessel, Amelia Walter, Ella Walz, Kylie Warrix, Raylin

Weaver, Helana Weaver, Hunter Wedding, Landyn Wentworth, Brayden White, Carson White, Emma

Straessle, Peyton
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Congratulations
E A S T  N O B L E

CLASS OF

THE GREATEST GIFT YOU CAN GIVE SOMEONE IS BELIEVING IN THEM, 
AND YOU HAVE A WHOLE TEAM OF PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN YOU. 

REMEMBER TO ALWAYS INSPIRE, ENGAGE, AND  EMPOWER OTHERS. 
WE WISH YOU ALL THE BEST!

2026

EAST NOBLE

Wilkinson, Joshua Williams, Hunter Wilson, Elizabeth Winkle, Olivia Yahya, Thabit Yoder, Amos

Young, Hendrix

Not pictured:
Almohanad Abdullah

Jaion Richard
Sara Serafini2026
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BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
What you choose for your 

future residence after gradua-
tion will be related to your 
after-school plans.

Are you moving from high 
school to college or technical 
school? Are you planning to 
jump directly into a job, or 
do you intend to further your 
studies in graduate school? 
What about a gap year?
LIVING ON CAMPUS

Students who leave high 
school for college may prefer 
to live on campus, particularly 
if they’re attending a school 
far from home. If you decide 
to live independently during 
your studies, evaluate the 
advantages and disadvantages 
of renting an apartment 
versus living in a dormitory. 
Take note of costs, necessary 
utilities, and any travel 
expenses associated with your 
commitments. Some schools 
now require students to live 
on campus for a set time. 

These dormitories provide 
convenience, but usually close 
during school breaks.
YOUR FIRST PLACE

After finishing college, 
some might worry about 
living far from key industry 
hubs. But many employers 
now conduct video interviews 

to attract talent globally. If 
you’ve secured a job, working 
with a real estate agent can 
help you find a suitable 
home or apartment within 
your budget. Even when 
moving far away, you can 
coordinate online with these 
home-selling pros to ensure 

all arrangements are settled 
before your relocation. Your 
parents may be able to help. 
Of course, not having a job 
lined up can complicate your 
living situation. You might 
consider relocating to a city 
with better job prospects 
or staying in your family 

residence while you look for 
work or get established in a 
job.

STAYING PUT?
If you’re a high school 

graduate heading to a 
nearby university, you might 
find that relocating isn’t 
necessary. When college 
is close to your family 
home, commuting daily 
can be a cheaper, easier 
option. For high schoolers, 
it is far easier to balance a 
job while studying with a 
manageable commute – so 
look for nearby employ-
ment opportunities. Some 
college graduates return to 
their family homes after 
completing their education. 
This choice allows them to 
save money while searching 
for job opportunities or to 
take a momentary pause 
between school and work.

SECURITIES OFFERED THROUGH LPL FINANCIAL • MEMBER FINRA/SIPC

 CONGRATULATIONS  
Claire Davidson

Ryker Elias
Derek Hale
Reid Kaiser

Ryan Kochanski
Porter Lowe

Pierceton Matney
Sullivan McCreery

Alivia Miller
Lilly Moser

Jenepher 
Nansamba

Rhiana Pelance
Cooper Routsong

Ivy Witmer
Lily Witmer

from Oak Farm Montessori High School

Time to Move Out

SEAN LOCKE
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OAK FARM MONTESSORI

Davidson, Claire Elias, Ryker Hale, Derek Kaiser, Reid Kochanski, Ryan Lowe, Porter

Matney, Pierceton McCreery, Sullivan Miller, Alivia Moser, Lilly Nansamba, Jenepher Pelance, Ana

Routsong, Cooper Witmer, Ivy Witmer, Lily
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LAKELAND

Adams, Zoey Adkins, Ruby Aguilar-Guzman, Jacqueline Aguilar, Izary Ahlersmeyer, Abigail Altamira, Jarumie

Amsden, Rylee Arroyo, Keyan Arroyo, Naomi Ballines, Abel Barnefske, Sierra Barrick, Hannah

Bateman, Dylan Billingsley, Samuel Brewer, Kaylee Brooks, Victoria Brown, Zachary Burkhead, Gracelyn

Caballero-Gomez, Caballero, Roman Canedo, Dulce Carlo, Gabriel Carmona, Noe Carneal, Destiny

Carney, Savanna Chen, Neil Colon, Jonathan Contreras-Martinez, Carlos Cook, Levi Cowley, Thatcher
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LAKELAND

Crockett, James Cruz-Carmona, Curtis, Cadence DeMoss, Karlee Dominguez, Mischa Echterling, Brad

Eichel, Dakota Espino Cortes, Ismael Ferguson, Brady Fordeck, Ethan Freeman, Abby Fugate, Cameron

Garcia-Vieyra, Jazlyn Gatio, Giovanni Gomez, Amitzey Gonzalez-Luna, Giovanni Graber, Jinger Granados, Jesus

Green, Delana Gulley, Olivia Gyovai, Alexis Hagerman, Kadee Halferty, Shayla Halsey, Seth

Harp, Kaleb Hartman, Ryan Hartsough, Kyle Hicks, Haylee Hoff, Vincent Holbrook, Brayden
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LAKELAND

Hostetler, Kaytlyn Hostetler, Koen Howard, Isaiah Jacobson, Lydia Johnson, Eric Jordan, Chloe

Juday, Kyle Kennedy, Nathanael Kerns, Kennadee Leslie, Douglas Lobato, Esmeralda Luna-Garcia, Melany

Luna, Christopher Maggard, Deagan Mains, Makayla Marshall, Ivory Masters, Austen McCullough, Carra

McNamara, Kaia Merrifield, Keegan Miller, Jason Miller, Jeffery Miller, Kaianne Miller, Kylee-Ann

Miller, Mark Monrial, Bret Nieves, Guadalupe Owens, Alivia Owsley, Rebekah Palmer, Aidan



May 27, 2026	     ©KPC Media • kpcnews.com      Noble & LaGrange Counties Graduation     21

LAKELAND

Parrish, Emma Parrish, Kyia Phillips, Hayden Pieri, Garrett Powers, Jasmin Priestley, Abbey

Ramachandran, Ramirez, Perla Randol, Jaidyn Randol, Payton Rasler, Anna Real, Ashley

Riedel, Tennason Rodkey, Kole Rodriguez, Alexander Rush, Shawn Short, Mimi Slone, Skyann

Smead, Madison Smith, Makaylee Staton, Nala Stump, Nathaniel Sturdivant, Morgan Sweet, Aurora

Tropp, Noah Vandekeere, Chloe Villafuerte, Juliana Waldron, Peyton Ward, LelandVanKoevering, Lana
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810 South Broadway, Butler • 4230 E., U.S. 6, Kendallville • www.color-master.com

Dean Shindledecker—Stryker High School
Special Congratulations to:

Congratulations all GraduatesCongratulations all Graduates

LAKELAND

Watkins, Kabella Wetzel, Alexis Whited, Alana Whited, Aliza Wiseman, Lillian Witham, Benjamin

Yoder, Case Yoder, Jack

Not pictured: Xavier Alvarado, Kahmya Bell, Tyler Bontrager, Jaylene Mondragon Caballero,
Bryan Castaneda Trejo, Alyssa Collins, Haley Collins, Kyan Combs, Helena Gayheart,

Myli Hudson, Serenity McIntyre, Hope Ritchie, Katelyn Ryan, Christah Smith,
Ava Taylor, Yahir Villafuerte, Trenton Williams, Taiten Yenor

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Finishing high school 

is more than a four-year 
commitment.

Counting pre-K, most 
graduates have been in 
school for 13 straight years 
by then – the vast majority 
of their lives. If you went 
straight to college and 
graduated, you may have 
been in school for 17 years, 
or longer. That could leave 
anyone feeling drained 
after dedicating so much 
time to studying, writing 
essays and passing exams. 
So, would taking a year off 
be right for you?

THE GAP YEAR 
CONCEPT

Some view the period 
between high school and 
college or between college 
and entering the workforce 
as a chance to evaluate 
things. Graduates can take 
part in travel adventures or 
in community service, both 
of which can be hard to fit 
into a busy new schedule 
in college or at work. That’s 
how the idea of a gap year 
originated. It’s a break from 
the continuous demands of 
academia or employment. 
Ahead lies a big future, 
with much still unknown. 
Taking some time away 
could help you gain new 
focus.
DEVELOP A STRATEGY

Deciding whether to 
take a gap year is a personal 
choice, and there is no 
single right reason to do 
so. What matters most 
is having a clear sense of 
purpose and a plan for how 
the time will be used. For 
some, a gap year provides 
space to explore interests, 

reconsider academic goals 
or gain clarity about a 
chosen field of study. 
Others may use the time 
after college to travel, meet 
new people and broaden 
their perspective—experi-
ences that can help shape 
future career decisions.

KEY FACTORS TO THINK 
ABOUT

A gap year can come 
with trade-offs. Some 
students may need to 
navigate changes to 
scholarships or delay 
entering the workforce, 
while others take on 
part-time or temporary 
jobs to support themselves 
during the year. Entering 
the workforce right away 
may offer opportunities 
that include college credit 
or pathways to financial 
assistance. For those 
interested in structured 
programs, organiza-
tions such as the Gap 
Year Association provide 
information about grants, 
scholarships and planning 
resources.

Gap Year: Taking Time Off

DMYTRO BUIANSKYI
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WEST NOBLE

Aguilar, Alejandro Aguilar, Gimena Aguilar, Ian Anglin, Evelyn Baldwin, Lillianna Banda, Michael

Barnes, Izabella Barr, Zyairra Barragan Garcia, Marisol Barrientos-Acosta, Itzel Bishop, Landen Bonilla, Fidel

Bottles, McKale Burchett, Jarred Burke, Benaiah Button, Joe Campos, Andrea Campos, Julian

Cantu, Adrian Cardenas, Alexis Cardona Molina, Brisia Carrillo, Sebastian Castaneda, David Castaneda, Magaly

Chambers, Jonathan Chordas, Addison Christman, Gavin Clark, Ethan Coburn, Jenna Contreras, Antonio
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WEST NOBLE

Conway, Lucas DelaFuente, Natalie Diaz Sosa, Andrea Duesler, Konner Esparza-Guzman, Jennifer Esparza, Diego

Esqueda, Emily Ewell, Blake Flores, Jaklynn Flores, Michelle Flores, Stephen Fought, Christopher

Franklin, Peyton French, Aleena Galindo, Jose Getz, Dakota Gomez, Derek Gonzalez, Ricardo

Gross, Ryan Guerrero Munoz, Gutierrez, Jackelyn Guzman, Crystal Hager, Daniel Hagerman, Joseph

Hamman, Carson Hansford, Tearsa Hawn, Cooper Hayes, Shyla Henson, Cristian Hernandez, Alexa
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WEST NOBLE

Hernandez, Arely Herrera-Rivera, Herrera, Francisco Hicks, Samuel Hofmeister, Xavier Ibarra, Gerardo

Ibarra, Ivan Jones, Blake Jordan, Kayle Keene, Alexandria Keene, Gavin Kelly, Nolan

Kilgore, Lucas Kimmell, Isabelle Knepper, Brayden Krider, Mackenzia Lara, Jaqueline Leamon, Lacy

Lopez-Ibarra, Miguel Lopez-Reyes, Sherlyn Lopez, Yahir Lowe, Micah Lyncy, Olivia Macias, Diana

Leamon, Mya Ledesma, Melissa LePrie, Hanna Long, Sophira Lopez Macias, Jose Lopez Rodriguez, Galilea
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WEST NOBLE

Macias, Yamilet Marin, Jose Martin, Lanie Martinez, Destiny Martinez, Natalie Maynard, Giovanni

Miller, Dean Miller, Hayden Mitchell, Gage Moreno, Justin Murchland, Gage Najera Sagredo, 

Neyra, Wendy Nicodemus, Kayleah Parson, Trinity Pearson, Zachary Percey, Jada Perez Gomez, Jorge

Perez Morales, Pizana, Giselle Pruitt, Leah Quezada Morales, Ratliff	,	Jonathan Ratliff	,	Kaylie

Reed, Tristen Reyes Martinez, Leslei Reyes, Candy Reyes, Natalie Richardson, Dustin Riegsecker, Mikel
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WEST NOBLE

Ritchie, Brayden Rodriguez Alba, Luis Rodriguez, Eduardo Rodriguez, Jimena Rodriguez, Maria Angeline Ruiz-Albriz, Anthony

Ruiz, Luis Ruvalcabak, Jose Salas, Jacob Savocchi, Isabella Schultz, Aiden Segovia Gallardo, Abril

Seigel, Abigail Servin, Victoria Shisler, Trey Silva, Yurida Smoker, Gabriel Steele, Trevor

Storms, Victoria Swanson, Adam Sweet, Benjamin Tapia-Guzman, Jose Taylor, Mason Thompson, Sydnee

Thornsbearry, Tyler Toman, Colm Torres Ruvalcaba, Maritza Torres-Gonzalez, Trinklein, Matthew Troxel Gonzalez, Nathan



28      Noble & LaGrange Counties Graduation      kpcnews.com • ©KPC Media May 27, 2026

WEST NOBLE

Ulrey, Cloie Valenzuela Perez, Bryza Valle, Angelina Varela, Noel Veach, Taylor Velez, Corina

Viera, Dominick Wagers, Savannah Ware, Kylie Wolheter, Cade Wu, Bill Yates, Xavier

Zamora, Cristian

Not pictured:
Warstler, Osiris

Mendoza, Emanuel
Castaneda, David
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Congratulations to these 2026 graduates, 
all 2022 St. Mary Catholic School graduates!

260-897-3481 • stmaryavilla.org 

Congratulations Class of 2026!Congratulations Class of 2026!

We invite you to visit We invite you to visit 
St. Mary Catholic School St. Mary Catholic School 

“Children Growing in Wisdom and Grace”“Children Growing in Wisdom and Grace”

Student Names- (le�  to right): Olivia Winkle, Daniel Gowgiel, Colton Arnold, Bryce Booth, 
Gabriela Brinker, Samuel Strater, Kreigh Dumont, Noah Witzigreuter, Emma Raatz

Lawn Care • Snow Removal

Best Wishes To 
West Noble Graduates!

SPRAGUES LAWN SERVICE, INC.SPRAGUES LAWN SERVICE, INC.

4881 W 1000 N • Ligonier, IN 
260-761-2773

Licensed and Insured “Proud to Serve West Noble Families!”

SPRAGUES LAWN SERVICE, INC.SPRAGUES LAWN SERVICE, INC.

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
You’ve probably heard it 

a million times: Graduation 
is going to be an unforget-
table day. But it will pass 
by in a blur of ceremony 
and emotion.

Documenting everything 
preserves each special 
moment throughout the 
day.
THE RIGHT ONE

Seek out advice from 
relatives or older friends 
when choosing a gradua-
tion photographer. Their 
insights can help you find 
the right fit. Take time to 
explore online portfolios, 
since they can provide a 
greater understanding of 
a photographer’s style. 
Establish and stick to a 
photography budget since 
costs can vary widely. 
Don’t forget that there 
will be related expenses 
like invitations, clothing 
and trips. After selecting a 
photographer, communicate 
your expectations clearly 
but remain open to their 
professional suggestions.

WHAT TO SHOOT
Obviously, snapshots 

in your cap and gown are 
a must. But casual photos 
with your friends and 
family are great keepsakes. 
Consider posing near a 
historic building on campus 
or exploring a beautiful 
waterfront area or garden. 
Invite your classmates, 
since they’ve been instru-
mental in your educational 
experience.

Ask the photographer 
to capture some candid 
shots during the gradua-
tion ceremony, rather than 
just your entrance and the 
moment you receive your 
diploma. With so much 
happening in a busy event, 
it can be tough to absorb 
everything. Then make sure 
they get plenty of pictures 
as you celebrate with loved 
ones afterward. These 
moments will be cherished 
by everyone involved.
WHY IT MATTERS

In the future, when you 
have settled into your new 

life, pictures can bring 
back fond memories. Your 
parents will likely cherish 
this important occasion 
and may want to display 
some of these photos at 
home. Additionally, your 
new images can act as a 
valuable asset for your 
career. High-quality 
photos can enhance your 
profile on professional 
sites like LinkedIn and 
elevate your resume. The 
initial years in college or 
job-hunting can often be 
tight financially. This may 
be an opportunity to create 
a polished headshot or 
professional portrait.

Remembering the Big Day

KR AKENIMAGES.COM — STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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PRAIRIE HEIGHTS

Andrus, Ashton Avila, Raine Bachelor, Cade Beer, Holden Bidwell, Logan Bontrager, Gretchen

Bontreger, Sean Booth, Natalie Butler, Korbynn Certain, Maddison Christian, Maggie Chrysler, Corbynn

Collins, Kelly Cooper, Abigail Crites, Jacob Cummins, Leah Day, Caston Deetz, Matthew

DeLancey, Bailey Eberts, Zaiden German, Keegan Germann, Cameron Gibson, Peyton

Green, Morgan Hare, Leonidas Harris, Amelia Hart, Kaleb Harter, Damion Hedrick, Lucas

Edwards, Jaycee
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PRAIRIE HEIGHTS

Hoyer, Casen Hudson, Alexiah Hufnagle, Adam Jewell, Andrew Johnson, Lilyana

Jones, Bristol Keipper, Landry Keller, Lana Kennedy, Cole Ketcham, Kolbie Kidd, Ava

Kintz, Chloe Lester, Jonathon Mase, Jada McCavit, Kaden Medina, Gabriel

Medina, Kya Melson, Logan Morr, Braeden Mosier, Laken Moughler, Colin Mounsey, Guyle

Murden, Janel Orr, Nevaeh Park, Jenna Recker, Nickolie Rowlison, Sophia Sark, Makenzie

Hershberger, HarleyAnn

Lake, Avery
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Schuette, Olivia Seevers, Elijah

PRAIRIE HEIGHTS

Shearer, Adelynne Speicher, Brayden Springer, Brianna Stockery, Sumer

Strater, Brady Sutton, Jazzlynn Taulbee, Dakota Taylor, Kyah Triplett, Harmonie Tschannen, Kiegen

Tuttle, Alivia Tuttle, Kayden Vaillancourt, Koltan Wagler, Avery Whetzel, Preston Wilhelm, Mya

Wolheter, Elizabeth Wooster, Hailey Yoder, Braedon Yoder, Lane Zook, Spencer
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2026

Paying Off Your Student Loans

ALLISTAR/PEOPLEIMAGES.COM — STOCK.ADOBE.COM

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
Experts say the average 

student loan debt for newly 
graduated college students is 
in the tens of thousands of 
dollars.

Some don’t know how 
to move forward after their 
higher education career. 
Here’s a look at what’s 
ahead.
EXIT COUNSELING

Federal law requires exit 
counseling as part of your 
college’s graduation process. 
During this session, you 
will learn about the types of 
loans that you have and your 
options for repayment. You’ll 
need to bring along some 
information to complete 
exit counseling: the names, 
addresses, phone numbers 
and emails of your closest 
living relative, two references 
who live in the U.S. and your 
employer or future employer, 
if there is one. Check with 
your particular office of 
financial aid to find out 
more.
MAKING PAYMENTS

You will be assigned a 
federal loan servicer that 
will handle all the billing 
information regarding your 
government student loans. 
Generally speaking, you will 
start making payments six 
months after you graduate. 
Signing up for automatic 
debit takes a lot of the stress 
out of paying your student 
loan bill. Some borrowers 
may get a reduction in 

interest rates when they do.
LOWERING OR 
SUSPENDING PAYMENTS

Having trouble making 
payments? If you need 
to lower or suspend 
them because of financial 
hardship, contact your loan 
servicer. There are several 
options: An increase in your 
family size or a decrease 
in your income makes you 
immediately eligible for a 
recalculation in an income-
driven repayment plan. You 
can apply for a deferment 
or forbearance that will 
allow you to stop making 
payments altogether. It’s 
important to note, however, 
that you will still accrue 
interest charges. Deferments 
and forbearance may affect 
potential loan forgiveness 
options.
DELINQUENCY AND 
DEFAULT

Your student loans must 
be repaid. If you’ve missed 
a payment, immediately 
contact your loan servicer to 
discuss options. Your loan 
becomes delinquent the first 
day after you miss a student 
loan payment and it remains 
delinquent until you repay 
the past due amount or 
make other arrangements. If 
you’re delinquent for 90 days 
or more, your loan servicer 
will report the delinquency 
to the major national credit 
bureaus – and your credit 
score will be affected.



34      Noble & LaGrange Counties Graduation      kpcnews.com •  ©KPC Media 	 May 27, 2026

WESTVIEW

Acs, Riccardo Aldhuraibi, Noriah Angeles Kjesbo, Joshua Barton, Broderick Bender, Kristen Bennett, Lilyan

Bibbee, Katana Bontrager, Noah Brandenberger, Bryan, Taylor Candido Pedroso, Carmona, Gerardo

Cherif, Ilias Conklin, Logan Cory, Breann Curtis, Makenna Diaz, Chayenne Donat, Ian

Egli, Hunter Feipel, Makenna Fisk, Levi Grau, Kaden Grossman, Madison Halderman, Haily

Halderman, Jaden Hall, Luke Hershberger, Kyleigh Hostetler, Ava Hubbard, Dakota Iddings, Kaleb



May 27, 2026	     ©KPC Media • kpcnews.com      Noble & LaGrange Counties Graduation     35

WESTVIEW

Johnson, Chandler Kaufman, Briana Lambright, Hailey Lambright, Janell Lehman, Janissa Litton, Jasmine

Manns, Bailey Martin, Audri Mast, Lanita Mauck, Eden Meyers, Raylynn

Miller, Braxton Miller, Kaiden Miller, Katie Miller, Mearl Miller, Milan Miller, Myra

Miller, Samuel Moore, Becky Mullet, Lilly Munoz Huerta, Ventura Nieves-Rubio, Armando Norbeg, Aiden

Omer, Majid Orozco, MaiCee Owens, Corra Queralt Alarcon, Santiago Roth, Aaron Ryall, Bentley

Mast, Miley
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Salisbury, Jayden

WESTVIEW

Schlabach, Jared Schrock, Caiden Singleton, Kylie Springer, Brett Sweet, Dominic

Terrones, Liliana Trowbridge, Isiah Troyer, Austin Vilardo, Ian Wasson, Jordynn Whetstone, Jalayna

White, Brylee Williams, Brina Yanke, Kayla Yoder, Alex Yoder, Dallas Zolman, Elijah



May 27, 2026	     ©KPC Media • kpcnews.com      Noble & LaGrange Counties Graduation     37

Congrats
CLASS OF 2026CLASS OF 2026
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Hundreds of published Hundreds of published 
and non-published photos and non-published photos 

available for purchase!available for purchase!

REPRINTS
photophoto

Go to: kpcnews.com
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Grotrian Tool and Die
Mark A. Grotrian

• Dies • Tooling • Repair Work • Grinding 
• Fixtures • 14” x 36” Surface Grinder

 Shop 260-894-3558
 E-Mail: grotriantooldie@hotmail.com

         300 Sroufe  
Ligonier, IN 46767

Congratulations
Class of 2026!

BY GREEN SHOOT MEDIA
A bachelor’s degree might 

just be one step in your 
academic journey.

Some jobs require 
graduate-level study. Other 
graduates pursue advanced 
degrees for personal or 
professional reasons.

When evaluating 
graduate schools, consider 
the specifics of what they 
offer and whether that will 
bolster your credentials in 
the field of your choice. 
The school’s accreditation 
and ranking may play a role 
in future hiring decisions. 
Other factors to keep in 
mind include:
PART-TIME  
OR FULL-TIME

Consider whether you 
want to enroll part-time 
or full-time. Scheduling 
could be a big problem 
if you are working while 
going to graduate school. 
Some programs require 
full-time enrollment, 
whereas others make room 
for busy part-time students. 
The choice to go part- or 
full-time affects the commit-
ment needed to earn the 
degree with the former 
taking longer to complete 
than the latter.
IN-PERSON OR ONLINE?

An increasing number 
of graduate programs are 
now offering hybrid or fully 
online graduate degrees. 
This could be beneficial for 
people with busy schedules 
who want to pursue an 
education without the 
pressures of mandatory 
in-person attendance. Find 
out whether the online 
courses are accredited. In 
some fields, getting a degree 
from an accredited school 
is required to get the job. 
Look into what types of 
accreditation are recognized 
in your area of study, and ask 
potential schools about their 
status if it’s not already made 
clear.
OTHER 
CONSIDERATIONS

Choose a program 

where the curriculum 
aligns with your schedule 
and specific area of study. 
Ask whether faculty or 
academic advisors are 
available throughout 
your studies. Those going 
into research fields will 
need to choose programs 
with adequate facilities. 
Research the career trajec-
tories of their alumni; this 
can be a terrific gauge 
for your own success. 
Discuss financial assistance 
and loan options, 
since some undergrad-
uate support doesn’t 
extend into post-grad-
uate studies. If you’re 
moving to a new area to 
go to school, research 
housing availability and 
living costs. Remember 
that graduate programs 
typically require a separate 
application fee. They may 
require more testing and 
recommendation letters.

Going to Grad School

BERNARDBODO — STOCK.ADOBE.COM
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Come
See Our 

Large 
Inventory!!

Hours: 7 Days A Week • 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
160 W. Van Vleek Street • P.O. Box 767 • Waterloo, IN 46793 • 260-837-3434

One of The Largest
shotgun shooting Facilities 

in the Midwest

One Round of Trap 
or Skeet FREE for 
fi rst-time visitors

Wednesday 10AM-4PM • Saturday 10AM-4PM

St. Joe Valley Conservation Club
5871 C.R. 60 • St. Joe, IN 46785 • (260) 337-1011

www.stjoevalleytrapandskeet.com

Featuring 13 skeet fi elds, 8 trap fi elds  and 4 lighted fi elds

Congratulations, Asher Lewis!


