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In general, specific attendance areas are established for all schools in the 
district. However, because of the nature of the program offered in a 
particular school, or other considerations, the Board may make that school 
available to all students in the district. The Board of Education, upon the 
advice of the superintendent, will consider each year whether revisions to 
the boundaries of school attendance areas are appropriate.
The primary considerations that govern the establishment of school 
attendance areas are:

1. The educational opportunities and learning environment.
2. The geographic location of each school and student capacity.
3. The needs and desires of the community.

Students are expected to attend the school which serves the area in which 
they reside. Exceptions may be made in the best interest of the student 
and/or the school.

Columbia Public Schools

P O L I C Y  J C :  S C H O O L  AT T E N DA N C E  A R EA S



Columbia Public Schools

Board of Education 
Elementary Attendance Area Discussions

Regular Session: October 8, 2018
Attendance Area Update—Cooperative 
Strategies

Regular Session: November 11, 2019
Revised Attendance Area Guidelines—
Randy Gooch

Work Session: December 20, 2018
Attendance Area Update—Randy Gooch

Work Session: December 19, 2019
Elementary Attendance Area Update—
Dr. Peter Stiepleman

Work Session: January 24, 2019
Attendance Area Update—Cooperative 
Strategies

Regular Session: July 13, 2020
Attendance Area Update—Randy Gooch

Regular Session: September 9, 2019
Board of Education Retreat Review—
Helen Wade

Regular Session:  August 10, 2020
Attendance Area Update—Randy Gooch

Work Session: October 24, 2019
Elementary Attendance Area Work—
Randy Gooch

Tax Rate Hearing: August 20, 2020
Consideration of Elementary 
Attendance Areas Work 
Postponement—Randy Gooch



Columbia Public Schools

Ten-Year Facility and Bond Plan

Attendance Areas

Making great 
progress! Opening 

August 2022



Columbia Public 
Schools’ Board 
Equity 
Statement

Columbia Public Schools, through action and in 
partnership with families and the community, will 
uphold the values, policies, and practices that 
promote cultural competence.  We will accept, 
embrace, and empower students and staff in their 
individual identities to establish and sustain human 
dignity, justice, equitable treatment, and 
inclusiveness in the classroom and workplace.


