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Title 49 —Transportation

Subtitle B —Other Regulations Relating to Transportation

Chapter III —Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration, Department of Transportation
Subchapter B —Federal Motor Carrier Safety Regulations

Part 391 —Qualifications of Drivers and Longer Combination Vehicle (LCV) Driver Instructors

Subpart B —Qualification and Disqualification of Drivers

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 504, 508, 31133, 31136, 31149, 31502; sec. 4007(b), Pub. L. 102-240, 105 Stat. 1914, 2152; sec. 114, Pub.

L.103-311, 108 Stat. 1673, 1677; sec. 215, Pub. L. 106-159, 113 Stat. 1748, 1767; sec. 32934, Pub. L. 112-141, 126 Stat. 405,
830; secs. 5403 and 5524, Pub. L 114-94, 129 Stat. 1312, 1548, 1560; sec. 2, Pub L. 115-105, 131 Stat. 2263; ‘and 49 CFR
1.87.

Source: 35 FR 6460, Apr. 22, 1970, unless otherwise noted.
Editorial Note: Nomenclature changes to part 391 appear at 66 FR 49874, Oct. 1,2001.

§ 391.11 General qualifications of drivers.

(a) A person shall not drive a commercial motor vehicle unless he/she is qualified to drive a commercial
motor vehicle. Except as provided in § 391.63, a motor carrier shall not require or permit a person to drive
a commercial motor vehicle unless that person is qualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle.

(b) Except as provided in subpart G of this part, a person is qualified to drive a motor vehicle if he/she—
(1) Is atleast 21 years old;

(2) Canread and speak the English language sufficiently to converse with the general public, to
understand highway traffic signs and signals in the English language, to respond to official inquiries,
and to make entries on reports and records;

(3) Can, by reason of experience, training, or both, safely operate the type of commercial motor vehicle
he/she drives;

(4) Is physically qualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle in accordance with subpart E—Physical
Qualifications and Examinations of this part;

(5) Has a currently valid commercial motor vehicle operator's license issued only by one State or
jurisdiction;

(6) Is not disqualified to drive a commercial motor vehicle under the rules in § 391.15; and

(7) Has successfully completed a driver's road test and has been issued a certificate of driver's road test
in accordance with § 391.31, or has presented an operator's license or a certificate of road test
which the motor carrier that employs him/her has accepted as equivalent to a road test in
accordance with § 391.33.
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