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Food banks in Alaska are struggling to 
provide food to people who aren’t receiv-
ing food assistance due to a months-long 
backlog in applications for food stamps. 
An anti-hunger coalition asked legisla-
tors on Tuesday to take action against 
the problems they face as a result of the 
crisis.

Speakers from across the state who 
work together as part of the Alaska Food 
Coalition spoke in the State Capitol about 
the strains that their organizations face 
because of the lack of available Sup-
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
benefits. The backup of applications for 
SNAP benefits is a result of many fac-
tors. These include the expiration of 
Alaska’s public health emergency during 
COVID-19, a lack of employees and tech-
nological difficulties. SNAP benefits are a 
necessity for over 80,000 families across 

Alaska who coalition members say suffer 

from hunger on a daily basis. 

The Alaska Food Coalition seeks to find 

and address the root causes of hunger in 

the state through advocacy, research and 

community collaboration. Many food pan-

tries across Alaska are members of the 

coalition. The Food Bank of Alaska locat-

ed in Anchorage sponsors the coalition by 

applying for grants to fund its work. 

LouAnne Carroll-Tysdal, the execu-

tive director of the Upper Susitna Food 
Pantry in Talkeetna, said that many of 
her former food pantry recipients who 
no longer needed help have returned for 
assistance. Why? They haven’t received 
their SNAP benefits. 

“I am decimating our food supplies. 
We could use a lot of help,” she said of 
the food pantry, which is a member of the 
coalition. 

Staff Report

A mild earthquake near 
Old Harbor Monday night 
rattled residents from Kodiak 
Island to the Kenai Penin-
sula. 

According to the US Geo-
logical Survey, the magnitude 
5.4 quake struck at 8:35 p.m. 
and was centered 22.1 miles 
southeast of Old Harbor with 
a depth of 5.717 miles. No 
tsunami was produced from 
Monday night’s rattler, but 
it did send folks to post on 
social media.

As of early Tuesday after-
noon, 107 people had report-
ed feeling the earthquake on 
earthquake.usgs.gov. People 
checked in from Pasagshak 
to Monashka Bay, and from 
Akhiok to Homer on the 
Kenai Peninsula.  

One person on Thorsheim 
Street felt it, while another 
did not. The earthquake was 
initially reported as a mag-
nitude 5.8, then was down-
graded. 

“That was the strongest 
5.8 I’ve ever experienced,” 
a Kodiak resident wrote on 
Facebook.

A resident of Old Harbor 
gave this report of the quake. 

“Here in Old Harbor we 
(are) so used to wind, we 
thought (the) wind was pick-
ing up at first, then started 
shaking. Been a while since we 
had a good shake like that.”   

Others thought the 5 sec-
onds of shaking came from a 
bear on a porch or a dog. 

“I thought my dog was 
scratching herself under my 
daughter’s bed, but my dog 
was nowhere to be found,” a 
Facebook poster wrote. 

Quake 
rattles 
Old 

Harbor 
Monday

KODIAKCAPTURE

Submit your photos to kodiakcapture@kodiakdailymirror.com to be a featured “Kodiak Capture” and to share your snaps of the 

Emerald Isle — from bears and eagles to downtown happenings and everyday life. Photos must have a caption, including the place 

and date the image was captured.

CALEB OSWELL/Kodiak Daily Mirror

A birds-eye view of Mission Road. The National Weather Service recorded a high of 42 degrees on Monday, seven 
degrees off the 2022 record for Feb. 20. Highs of at least 40 degrees are forecast through Friday.

Food banks 
in Alaska are 

struggling 
amid nutrition 
assistance crisis

SOPHIA CARLISLE/Alaska Beacon

The Food Bank of Alaska sits under a layer of snow in Downtown Anchorage. 
Staff members from the Food Bank of Alaska spoke to legislators in Juneau on 
Tuesday about issues they’re facing as a result of the SNAP crisis.
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The Kodiak Island Borough 

Assembly will discuss options 
for filling the borough manag-
er position at a specially called 
meeting Thursday evening, 
scheduled to start after the 
conclusion of a regular work 
session.

The position has been open 
since last June 21, when Rox-
anne Murphy was fired at the 
end of a meeting to discuss her 
six-month performance eval-

uation.
Since that time, the Assem-

bly has advertised for candi-
dates, interviewed several and 
made at least one offer, which 
was ultimately declined by the 
candidate.

One of those finalists was 
Jessica Johnson, executive offi-
cer at the U.S. Coast Guard 
Base Kodiak, who was twice a 
finalist for the borough man-
ager’s job. The timing did not 
work out in either case, how-
ever, and earlier this month 
Johnson informed the Assem-

bly that she has accepted 
another position. 

Interim Borough Manager 
Dave Conrad also has been 
asked if he would like to be 
considered for the position on 
a permanent basis.

He could not be reached for 
comment on Tuesday, and Bor-
ough Mayor Aimee Williams 
said via email: “As of right now, 
Dave Conrad is still acting as 
interim manager.”

So, 245 days after Murphy’s 
departure, the Borough Assem-
bly is meeting to discuss all 

possible options to fill the bor-
ough manager’s role.

Scott Hahn, most recently 
the city manager in Rifle, Colo., 
is the only second-round final-
ist still known to be expressing 
interest in the borough manag-
er’s role.

At a Borough Assembly 
meeting earlier this month, 
Special Project Support Mea-
gan Christiansen said that last 
summer the Kodiak Island Bor-
ough received proposals from 
five executive search firms 
offering to assist in finding a 

borough manager.
At that same meeting, 

Christiansen said the Alaska 
Municipal League provides a 
list of people offering interim 
borough manager services on 
its website. Assembly member 
Scott Smiley said the Borough 
Assembly has previously inter-
viewed 20 or 21 applicants 
through this service, and he 
appeared to be unimpressed.

“I really strongly believe we 
have exhausted the kinds of 

Assembly to consider borough manager options
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