
GET IN TOUCH
Main office        (907) 486-3227 

Place a classified             ext. 612 

Display advertising          ext. 615 

Circulation                     ext. 612 

Editorial                        ext. 622 

Online  www.kodiakdailymirror.com

LOCAL NEWS FOR ALASKA’S EMERALD ISLE

VOL. 84 NO. 177 50¢

KodiaK daily Mirror
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2023

By JAMES BROOKS
alaskabeacon.com

On May 1, the Alaska Court System 
will remove the marijuana possession 
convictions of about 750 Alaskans from 
Courtview, the state’s online database of 
court cases.

The Alaska Supreme Court announced 
the move in an order signed Jan. 31 by the 
court’s five justices. The action, first pub-
licized Sunday by the Alaska Landmine, 
follows years of similar, unsuccessful, leg-
islative efforts to join a nationwide trend.

“I’m glad that the Supreme Court has 
ordered this,” said Sen. Scott Kawasaki, 
D-Fairbanks.

The records will still be available for 
inspection at courthouses and will be 
discoverable by a formal criminal back-
ground check, but they won’t be as easy 
to find for the general public. 

The removal covers only people who 
were 21 or older when they committed 
the offense of possessing an ounce or less 
of marijuana. The conviction can’t be 
associated with another crime.

Nancy Meade, general counsel for the 

Alaska Court System, declined an inter-
view request on behalf of the Supreme 
Court justices who approved the new 
order.

Meade said the change originated with 
administrative staff and was considered 
by the justices under normal procedures.

“Given that (marijuana) has been 
legal for eight years, it appeared to the 
Supreme Court that this was an appro-
priate time not to have people, as I say, 
suffer the negative consequences that can 

Alaska Court System rule change will remove
 hundreds of marijuana convictions from Courtview

By JAMES BROOKS
alaskabeacon.com

Alaska oil production 
and prices are so far below 
last year’s estimates that 
the state could run out of 
money before the end of 
the fiscal year in June, 
members of the Senate 
Finance Committee were 
told Tuesday.

“It’s a bit of a nail-bit-
er,” said Neil Steininger, 
director of the Office of 
Management and Bud-
get.

While the prospect 
may sound alarming, it’s 
not as bad as it sounds, 
said Sen. Bert Stedman, 
R-Sitka and co-chair of 
the finance committee.

“There’s nothing to 
worry about,” Stedman 
said. “It’ll be internal 
financial politics in the 
Legislature.”

The state’s fiscal year 
doesn’t  end until June 
30, and legislators have 
months to cut spending 
or approve spending from 
savings to cover a possi-
ble gap.

In addition, a small 
rise in oil prices or pro-
duction could resolve 
the problem, as could 
better-than-expected tax 
receipts from the state’s 
corporate income tax.

An updated revenue 
forecast will be published 
in March, and corporate 
tax figures will be avail-

able in April.
The takeaway lesson, 

lawmakers said Tuesday, 
is that gambling the state 
budget on the price of oil 
can backfire. 

Last spring, lawmak-
ers earmarked $1.2 bil-
lion in expected oil reve-
nue to cover K-12 schools 
in the 2023-2024 school 
year. That was atop 
the regular $1.2 billion 
reserved for the 2022-
2023 school year. 

The second year of 
funding was designed 
to serve a dual purpose: 
fund schools in advance 
and serve as a budgetary 
shock absorber if prices 

State budget runs risk of a deficit as oil prices stay below forecasts
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Construction on the 
Baranof Park ice rink 
(above) and the Kodiak 
Marketplace (left) on 
Wednesday afternoon.  
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Sen. Bert Stedman, R-Sitka, presides over a meeting Friday of the Alaska 
Senate Finance Committee in the state Capitol at Juneau. n See BUDGET, Page 3 

By KEVIN BUMGARNER
kevin@kodiakdailymirror.com

The Kodiak City Council does not need to 
pass any motion to disband the Consolidation 
Committee now that the Borough Assembly has 
voted to get rid of the group formed following a 
non-binding 2016 ballot measure.

“The city and borough can always look for 
ways to collaborate and be more efficient with 
services,” said City Mayor Pat Branson, in an 
email to Kodiak Daily Mirror. “And we do that 
now with animal control and [the] building 
department.

“There is nothing wrong with looking at 
consolidation at a later date, but we have done 
so multiple times. It doesn’t mean with times 
changing it can’t happen again, but it needs to 
be done with thought, inclusion and city and bor-
ough discussing jointly, not separately,” Branson 
said. 

The Consolidation Committee met a total of 
41 times starting in 2019 before the Borough 
Assembly voted 5-1 on Feb. 16 to disband the 
group. Judged by public attendance and public 
comments at recent meetings, interest in the 
committee’s efforts had evaporated. 

Instead, Kodiak residents were preoccupied 
with the COVID pandemic, shortage of afford-
able housing and near-record inflation.

But even when the topic of consolidation was 
front and center, getting lift was difficult. The 
Borough Assembly resolution forming the Con-
solidation Committee stated that the committee 
would gather information and propose a plan for 
consolidation of city and borough governments.

And from Day 1 that was a sensitive topic.
A letter from Branson to the Borough Assem-

bly in 2016 stated City Council concerns regard-
ing language of the resolution, which was created 
before the Consolidation Committee was formed.

“The language in the ordinance which con-
cerns the City Council is consolidation ‘may 
result in a more efficient single unit of govern-
ment,’ and ‘it would be of the best interest of the 
residents of the community to explore the poten-
tial impacts of consolidation,’ Branson wrote at 

No action
needed by
city to end

merger talks

n See CONSOLIDATION, Page 3 
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