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So that the KDM 

staff may 

observe the

 holiday, there 

won’t be a 

Thursday 

newspaper. 

YOUTH BASKETBALL 
CHAMPIONS

SPORTS, 10

Staff report

The first of two new pub-
lic-use cabins in the Kodiak 
area is ready for visitors. 

The State of Alaska Depart-
ment of Natural Resourc-
es announced Monday that 
the newly-built Alaska State 
Parks public-use cabin on 
Woody Island is available for 
reservations. The cabin at the 
Pasagshak River State Rec-
reation Site will be available 
soon. 

The Division of Parks 
and Outdoor Recreation 
worked with regional staff, 
the Kodiak Citizens’ Adviso-
ry Board and park manage-
ment to select the locations 
of these cabins. Both cabins 
are far enough from the city 
of Kodiak to increase over-
night recreational access to 
the area and close enough to 
allow easier access than the 
cabins in Shuyak and Afog-
nak Island state parks.

“Public use cabins are in 
increasingly high demand by 
Alaskans and visitors, espe-
cially in more accessible loca-
tions, and these will expand 

outdoor recreation opportuni-
ties into the shoulder seasons 
when Kodiak’s wet weather 
makes tent camping a little 
less enjoyable,” said Ben Shy-
rock, the Southwest Region 
Park Superintendent. “Hik-
ing, hunting, fishing, wildlife 
viewing, kayaking and other 
types of outdoor recreation 
are popular in both the Pasag-
shak and Woody Island areas. 
These new public use cab-
ins will serve the public and 
provide increased access for 
these recreational pursuits.” 

The cabin on Woody Island 
is near Long Lake and the 
cabin in Pasagshak  is near 
Lake Rose Tead. 

Both log cabins have a 
loft, woodstove, picnic table, 
fire ring and a nearby out-
house. The materials to build 
the cabin and the outhouse 
at the Woody Island State 
Recreation Site were donat-
ed by the nonprofit Friends 
of Kodiak State Parks. Park 
user fees paid for the con-
struction of the cabins, which 
was done by SS Enterpris-
es, doing business locally as 
Kodiak Lawn Care.

“Building the state pub-
lic-use cabins at Woody and 
Pasagshak has been a good 
blend of site work, carpentry, 
and logistics,” Jeff Brubak-
er, the general manager for T

his will be my 
third Thanksgiving 
in Kodiak. And it 
will be the third 
Thanksgiving Day 

that my wife and I plan to 
join a group of friends to hike 
Fort Abercrombie State His-
toric Park and then share a 
meal with many of those same 
people. 

We will have a place to call 
home that will be filled with 
love and laughter even when 
family members are so far 
away.

It is one of the things for 
which I am most thankful.

As I continue to learn about 
the amazing friendliness of 
Kodiak residents, I have dis-
covered that your initial kind-
ness is only part of the ramp-
up for your extraordinary hos-
pitality.

And for that I 
am thankful.

As regular 
readers know, 
Melanie and I 
moved to Kodiak 
in July 2020, 
when much of 
the island was 
on COVID-re-
lated lockdown. 
Businesses and 
nonprofits were 
closed. Or would 
be closed. Or had 
been closed. It 
was hard to meet 
people.

But, as I wrote at the time, 
the people I did meet were 

among the nicest I’ve encoun-
tered during my life’s jour-

ney. Nothing has 
happened since 
then to change 
my mind.

And for that I 
am thankful.

As pandem-
ic protocols lift-
ed, I was able to 
meet many of the 
people who make 
Kodiak work on a 
day-to-day basis. 
I was able to get 
involved in com-
munity activities 
and find oppor-
tunities to serve.

I’ve also been 
able to write or edit the sto-
ries of many people who make 

Kodiak a great place to live, 
work and play — people who 
are going above and beyond on 
a daily basis.

And for that I am thankful.
I have conversations and 

exchange emails with people 
who encourage me on a dai-
ly basis. They point to spe-
cific stories that help them 
understand something or get 
up-to-date information on an 
issue. I appreciate it when 
you thank me for the effort it 
takes to produce content for 
your small-town paper on a 
daily basis.

In many of those conver-
sations, I have shared how 
timely your words have been.

And for that I am thankful.

By NATHANIEL HERZ
alaskabeacon.com

A new lawsuit threatens to upend a 
landmark, four-decade-old revenue sharing 
pact that’s guided the distribution of more 
than $2 billion among Alaska’s Native cor-
porations.

The litigation stems from the 121-
page, 1982 settlement agreement that has 
long defused financial disputes between 
the 12 regional Native corporations: The 
deal successfully outlined how the compa-

nies should share income from exploiting 
resources like forests, but didn’t specifical-
ly contemplate what should happen with 
money earned by preserving them.

The new lawsuit, filed last month, hing-
es on a major new revenue stream that has 
generated more than $100 million for three 
of the regional corporations since 2016. 

Juneau-based Sealaska Corp., Copper 
River Valley-based Ahtna Inc. and Gulf of 
Alaska-area Chugach Alaska Corp. have all 
put tracts of timber holdings into Califor-
nia’s carbon credits markets, which allow 

forest owners to get paid for keeping lands 
unharvested for 100 years.

The plaintiffs argue that the 1982 agree-
ment, and a 1971 federal law — the Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act, or ANCSA 
— that underpins it, require 70% of those 
carbon credit revenues to be shared among 
the rest of the regional corporations. 

The 1982 agreement calls for revenue 
sharing disputes to be handled by a private, 
three-member arbitration panel. But after 

LOVING KODIAK

Kevin Bumgarner

Courtesy of Pat Branson

Amy Durand, Senior Citizens of Kodiak deputy director, says hello to two participants at the cen-
ter’s seniors serving seniors Thanksgiving dinner. 

GIVING THANKS

Courtesy of Pat Branson

The Kodiak High School seniors who volunteered at the Senior 
Citizens of Kodiak’s seniors serving seniors Thanksgiving dinner. 

n See THANKSGIVING, Page 3   

Courtesy of State of Alaska

The Alaska State Parks public-use cabin on Woody Island. 

Woody Island 
public-use 

cabin opens
Pasagshak 

cabin will be 

available soon

n See CABIN, Page 5   

Alaska Native corporations take argument 
over carbon credits revenue to court

n See NATIVE, Page 3   


