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Statement of Probable Cause
County of Vernon

Date: 08/17/2024

I,Sgt. Bradly Keithly, knowing that false statements on this form are punishable by law state that the
facts contained herein are true.

I have probable cause to believe that on, 08/17/2024, the following criminal offense(s) were
committed in Nevada, MO by the person(s) listed below:

Name: Keith Edward Caylor

Charge Class Charge Code

ARSON 1ST DEGREE F/IB 569.040-001Y20202099.0
BURGLARY - 2ND DEGREE F/D 569.170-001Y20202299.0
PROPERTY DAMAGE 15T DEGREE F/E 569.100-001Y20202999.0

That the facts supporting this belief are as follows:

1. On 08/17/2024 officers with the Nevada Police Department were dispatched to the area of Austin and
Cedar for a report of a man that had called 911 stating that people were trying to kill him.

2. Dispatch advised that the phone call was disconnected and that the number pinged to the area of
Austin and Cedar. Later dispatch advised that they had called back the number that the male had
called from and it went to voicemail for the First Christian Church (204 S. Washington Street).

3. Officers responded to the area of the First Christian Church and located what appeared to be two
separate fires inside the building. One fire was on the south side of the building and the second fire
appeared to be on the north side of the building.

4. Officers then located a male who was later identified as Keith Caylor walking on the sidewalk on the
north side of the building. Officers made contact with Caylor and saw that he was bleeding from his
hands and his shirt was covered in blood and what appeared to be soot from a fire.

5. Caylor was detained, and under Miranda he told officers that someone was trying to kill him so he
broke into the church to use a phone. Caylor also made the comment “they were trying to burn me
alive”.

6. Officers walked around the burning building and checked every door to the building. All doors were
found to be locked. When officers initially arrived on scene there was a broken window on the west
side of the building near the entry/exit doors that did not have fire near it. It is suspected that this
window is where Caylor entered the building and cut his hands.

7. The fire was a very large fire that fully engulfed the First Christian Church which is located in a
residential area with houses in close proximity to it.

8. Nevada Fire Department fought to extinguish the First Christian Church for approximately four hours.
Once the fire was extinguish it was determined that the building was a total loss.

9. The Missouri State Fire Marshal’s Office and the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and
Explosives responded and investigated the cause of the fire. Their investigation deemed that the fire
was an incendiary fire (arson).

10. Caylor was transported to the hospital by Nevada Police where he was eventually air lifted to another

hospital due to serious injuries to his throat and lungs caused by smoke inhalation.
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AgencyName: Nevada Police Department Agency Case Number: 24-1191






