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The City Attorney’s Office has completed its investigation of the events that took place after the April 

13th council meeting involving Councilman Ryan Jackson. The investigation was forwarded to Kevin 

O’Keefe, a well-established municipal law attorney in St. Louis, for review and evaluation. The City 

received Mr. O’Keefe’s report today. Mr. O’Keefe was chosen to undertake this evaluation because of 

his expertise in municipal law and because he had no prior connection to the City of Joplin. 

Mayor Rob O’Brian has provided the following statement: “I have reviewed the investigation and 

evaluation provided by attorney Kevin O’Keefe, outside counsel hired specifically for this investigation, 

related to the events which took place after the April 13th council meeting involving Ryan Jackson. I 

am satisfied with the investigation which was completed and the conclusions he reached and am 

pleased there were no findings of any ethical or sunshine law violations by any of the parties involved.” 

Mayor O’Brian also stated, “With the investigation now complete, I am looking forward to building on 

the very positive work session we had on Monday night, where all of the city departments highlighted 

their achievements for the last year, the progress they’ve been making on their key initiatives for this 

year, and their goals and priorities for the upcoming year.” 
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Kevin M. O'Keefe, Principal 
Curtis, Heinz, Garrett & O’Keefe, P.C. 
130 South Bemiston, 2nd Floor 
Clayton, MO. 63105 
 
Contact:  kokeefe@chgolaw.com 
Office:  (314) 725-8788 
Mobile: (314) 973-1256 
 
 
Kevin concentrates his practice in municipal law, which includes zoning, administrative actions, drafting and 
enforcing legislation, interpretation and application of state and federal laws and regulations, and trials and 
appeals. 
 
Kevin has appeared in and argued trial and appellate cases in state and federal courts in Missouri and the 
United States Supreme Court (Quinn v. Millsap, 1989). He has presented seminars as a lecturer for the 
University of Wisconsin’s national zoning seminars; University of Missouri, Governmental Affairs Program; 
University of Missouri-St. Louis graduate program in Public Administration; St. Louis University graduate 
program in Public Administration; Missouri Municipal League; St. Louis County Municipal League, Missouri City 
Management Association, and the American Planning Association. He has also lectured at legal seminars for 
the Missouri Bar Association, Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis, Missouri Association of Trial Attorneys, 
International Municipal Lawyers Association, and the Missouri Municipal Attorneys Association, and he 
authored a chapter for a Missouri Bar continuing legal education publication. 
 
Kevin’s service as municipal attorney includes consultation with executive and legislative officials on the full 
range of local government activity; drafting legislation and regulations; consultation and litigation concerning 
employment matters; review and enforcement supervision in administrative matters; coordination with 
consultants in other disciplines to write and implement technical codes; and responsibility for all types of local 
government litigation, particularly matters involving damage claims, contracts, civil rights, land use issues and 
judicial review of administrative actions. 
 
BAR ADMISSIONS 
 
Missouri 
U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Missouri 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit 
U.S. Supreme Court 
 
EDUCATION 
 
J.D., St. Louis University School of Law 
B.A., University of Scranton 
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AWARDS & RECOGNITION 
 
“Lawyer of the Year”, Municipal Law, 2012, 2015, 2019 and 2021 
Best Lawyers in America, Municipal Law, 2008 - Present 
Super Lawyers of Kansas and Missouri, Municipal Law, 2010 – Present 
Distinguished Service Award, Missouri Municipal League, 2003 
Lou Czech Award of the Missouri Municipal Attorneys Association, 1999 
East-West Gateway Lifetime Public Service Award, 2020 
“AV” Rating (highest) “Preeminent” (Municipal Law) from Martindale Hubbell 
 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS & MEMBERSHIPS 
 
The Missouri Bar 
Bar Association of Metropolitan St. Louis 
Missouri Municipal Attorneys Association 
International Municipal Lawyers Association 
 
CITY ATTORNEY for: 
 
City of Black Jack, Missouri 
City of Clayton, Missouri 
City of Frontenac, Missouri 
City of Hazelwood, Missouri 
City of O’Fallon, Missouri 
City of Town & Country, Missouri 
 
OTHER: 
 
Kevin has previously served as the general counsel to the St. Louis County Board of Election Commissioners 
and the Maryland Heights Fire Protection District, and as special counsel for specific assignments for Kansas 
City, Springfield, Chesterfield, St. Charles and numerous other communities across the State of Missouri. 
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