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You can relyon our Orthopaedics

and Sports Medicine Team.

David Ball, M.D.
Orthopaedics

Henry Stiene, M.D,
Intemal Medicine/
Sports Medicine

Bruce Burleigh, M.D.
Orthopaedics

Paul Toma, D.O.
Orthopaedics

FREEMAN

ORTHOPAEDICS
& SPORTS MEDICINE

R. Bradley Reeves, M. D
Orthopaedjcu/Spnm Medicis
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Pediatric Orthopaedics
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Midwest Orthopaedic Surgery, Inc.

Physicians (Left to Right)
ohn G. Esch, M.D., Lawrence V. Page, D.O.
%{obert E Stringer, D.O., David L.Black, M.D.
and Ned B. Chase, M.D.

Seated: Christy Piteman, M.S., R.D., ATC.
Kenny L. McKeel, A T.C.
Standing: Paul Snow, M.S., A T.C.
William E. Dierks, P.ET.
Frank D. Eitemiller, PP.T., A.T.C.
Brian S. Nitz, M.S., A.T.C.

If you or someone on your
team sustains a sports injury, our
team is here to help.

St. John’s Sports Medicine
Clinic is staffed by orthopaedic
surgeons and certified athletic
trainers with expertise in sports
injury treatment. Our program
is supported by physical thera-
pists, exercise physiologists
and dietitians.

We will provide an initial
injury assessment free of charge.
Then, if necessary, you'll be
referred to a clinic physician or
physician of your choice. We’ll

give you peace-of-mind and get
you back in the game as soon
as possible.

ST, JOHN’S—
SPORTS MEDICINE

CLINIC

32nd St. & Jackson Ave. ® Joplin, MO e 417-781-6050
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Dear Football Fan,
Welcome to the debut of KOAM News Channel 7 Sports’ “Pigskin Preview.”

[ want to thank the many coaches and sponsors who have worked with us
to help make this comprehensive magazine on area football a reality.

The project has truly been a team effort from News Channel 7, with major
contributions from Darren Prather in the sales department and strong back-
ing from General Manager Danny Thomas. Publisher John Halley and

graphic designer Kelly Lawson have given this magazine a championship
look.

The four states is a football hotbed, and I sense a great amount of enthusi-
asm for the 1996 season. Personally, I have enjoyed corresponding with

everyone involved. The coaches, players, fans, and supporters seem to be as
excited as ever.

As I embark on my eighth football season as a sportscaster at News Channel
7, I encourage you all to give us your feedback on this magazine, and on
our television coverage throughout the fall. It is our mission to be your best
source for area college, junior college and high school football.

I'wish all of the players a safe and prosperous season. May you all exceed
my predictions.

Sports Director

KOAM-TV

PUBLISHER
News Channel Seven

MANAGING EDITORS
Diane Cunningham
Darren Prather

COPY EDITOR
Jay Radzavicz

GRAPHIC DESIGN & LAYOUT
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Kevin Hamilton
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Barbara Simmons
Danny Thomas
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All rights are reserved
For comments call:
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P.O. Box 659
Pittsburg, Kansas 66762
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News Channel 7 at 6 & 10
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Jay Radzavicz

Dan Bickford

Coverage You Can Gount On!

KOAM-TV

CNG League
Baxter Springs
Caney Valley
Colgan

Erie
Frontenac
Galena
Girard
Northeast
Southeast
Riverton

Mineral Belt League
Chetopa

Elk Valley*

Oswego

St. Paul

Thayer

Tri-Valley Loague

Burlington*
Cherryvale*
Eureka*
Fredonia
Humboldt
Neodesha
Yates Center*

KANSAS
CONFERENCES & DISTRICTS

3 Rivers League

Central Heights*
Jayhawk-Linn
Marmaton Valley*
Pomona*
Pleasanton*
Uniontown

SEK Lower Division
Chanute
Columbus

lola

Labette County
Parsons

SEX Upper Division
Coffeyville

Fort Scott
Independence
Pittsburg

Class A - District 4
Arkansas City
Coffeyville
Independence
Pittsburg

Class 4A - District 7

Chanute
Fort Scott
Girard
lola

Glass 4A - District 8
Columbus

Labette County
Neodesha

Parsons

Ciass 4A - District 11

Augusta*
Douglass*
Fredonia
Towanda-Circle*

Class 3A - District 6

Humboldt
Jayhawk-Linn
Central Heights*
Yates Center*

Class 3A - District 7
Baxter Springs
Galena

Riverton

Northeast

Glass 3A - District 8
Caney Valley*
Cherryvale*

Erie

Southeast

Glass 2-1A - District 6

Colgan
Frontenac

‘Marmaton Valley*

Pleasanton*
Uniontown

8-Man I - District 2
Chetopa

Oswego

St. Paul

8-Man Il - District 8
Cedar Vale*
Dexter*

Thayer

* not previewed

TRI-STATE BUILDING

GENERAL CONTRACTOR

SERVING THE FOUR STATES SINCE 1945

Pittsburg, Kansas

316-231-5260

Dane Arck
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Baxter Springs /.

Conference: CN.C.
Classification: 3A
District; 7
Head Coach: Tom Aucley
Years at School: 10th
Record at School: 3845

e bottom of the Lions schedule this year
| reads, “The pain of discipline is less than
the pain of regret” There are certainly few
regrets after Baxter Springs' impressive 9-2
record a year ago. Tom Audley returns for his 10th
year as head coach of the program. The Lions
made some major strides last season in estab-
lishing themselves as a top team in the always
tough C.N.C. conference. With 21 lettermen
returning with confidence from the ‘95 team,
Baxter Springs will contend again this fall.
“tt will be important to get off to a good start
and to stay healthy” Audiey said.
The Lions open the season with
three relatively unknown opponents.

1996 Baxter Springs Lions Schedule
September

6 Erle

13 Neodesha
20 Ganey

2 Southeast
October

4 Columbus
1! Girard

18 Riverton
2% Galena

8 Northeast

Rway

Rway

Away

Rway
Away

Baxter hasn't played Erie, Neodesha, or
Caney in a number of years. This sea-
son, the Lions drop down one class in
district competition. But don't be
deceived: Riverton, Galena, and
Northeast make district 7 one of the
most competitive in the eastern part of
the state.

Baxter Springs is coming off its best
season in a decade. With some luck
and with discipline, there will again be
little to regret come November.

Offensive Backs

Junior Drew Hartley (6-1, 175) is back
as the incumbent quarterback. The tal-
ented signal caller had a very produc-
tive sophomore season, throwing for
1100 yards and 14 touchdowns. The
running back position is loaded, with

1995 Overall Record: 9-2
1995 Playoff Record: 1-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 6
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5
Total Returning Lettermen: 21

[+] KOAM PIGSKIN PR FVIFW 1Gb

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2

seniors Travis Sills (5-11, 180) and
Cameron Daniel (6-2, 240) leading the
charge. Sills averaged more than 5 yards per
carry and scored six fimes in ‘95. Danielis a
Bruiser who has racked up more than 1400 yards
in two seasons of duty. Junior Jake Johnson (5

11, 165) will push the upperclassmen.

Recelvers

Wide receiver Alex tkenberry (6-0, 170) is one of
the most dangerous young men in the CN.C.The
athletic senior caught four touchdown passes,
rushed for more than 7 yards per carry and was a
threat as a kick returner. There is plenty of depth
in the position group with seniors Doug Holden

(5-10, 175) and Bud Dalton (5-9, 165), and juniors
Kyle Crotts (6-0, 155), Daryn King (5-9, 150),
Grant Ashe (5-11, 155) and Derek Coulson (8-11,
150) all capable of making contributions. At tight
end, junior Alex Kissel (6-2, 175) should be the
mainstay.

Offensive Line

Senior J.A. Hartley (6-1,175) is a returning all-
conference performer on the offensive line. He'll
be flanked by experienced junior Andy Dinger (6
11, 230). There will be good competition for the
remaining spots in the trenches with seniors
Dustin Parker (5-10, 230) Steven Gandy (6-3,
210), Chris Stebbins (5-11, 180), Jeff Lonie (6-10,
170), Josh Fanning (5-9, 175), and Charles
Woznick (5-11, 205) all in the mix. Junior offensive
line candidates include bulky Nick Edwards (5-10,
250) and Jeremy Mathis (6-0, 185).

Defensive Line

The Lions defensive line will be formidable with
J.R. Hartley and Dinger returning as starters.
Hartley received all conference accolades last fall.
The defensive front will be complemented by
Parker, Gandy, Stebbins, and Kissel. Sophomore
Dustin Schroyer (5-11, 285) is a project for the
future who could get some valuable experience.

Linebackers |

This position group will be a fortress. All four start-
ing linebackers suit up again this season. Sills,
Daniel, lkenberry and Johnson will use their expe-
rience and enthusiasm to make this the most
feared linebacking quartet in the league. Gandy,
Mathis, and Fanning will be able apprentices if
one of the starters needs a break.

Defensive Backs

Audiey and his staff are in search of 8 completaly
new secondary. Three quality defensive backs
were lost to graduation, Drew Hartley could make
an impact, but that means having the talented
quarterback play both ways. Grotts, King, Ashe,
and Coulson will have to mature to make this
defensive unit a complete package.

WESTERN
OUTLET

Boot. Shoe
& Saddle F’Qe@air

9{01‘ Renovation

Compilete line of:

Tack, Saddles, Boots E
Clothes for 0en E Wom

316-856-5707
1041 Military « Baxter Springs, KS

316-421-1997
3330 Main ¢ Parsons, KS

1021 Military Ave.
Baxter Springs, KS
316-856-2280

Antiques
Collectibles -
Primitives
Folk Art - Crafts
Booth Rentals

Dana & Kent Lynch

Special discounts and
hours for school teams.
(Advanced notice of 1 week)

Regular hours
10:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. M-Sat.
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun.

CHERIE & LEONARD
VANLANDINGHAM

2447 S. Military
Baxter Springs, KS
~ (316) 856-5506

)

Baxter
Drug,
Inc.

Terry L. Martin
Pharmacist / Owner
316-856-5848

1000 Military
Baxter Springs, KS

Doug & DeAnn Hill

We support the
Buter Lions!

316-856-2301

Eaeh deiositor Insured (o $100,000

FDIE

TETHAL DERGRIT HSURAMCE CORPOMATION
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Chanute /. comes

Conference; SEK
Classification: 4 A

District: 7

Head Coach: Kent Frazell
Years at School: 2nd
Record at School: 54

1996 Chanute Blue Comets Schedule
Septeniber

] Coffeyvilie

13 Labetts County
20 Indepentence
27 Parsons
October

4 Larned

11 Gonmbus

18 lofa

25 Girard

31 Fort Scott

1995 Overall Record: 54
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 7
Defensive Starters Returning: 3
Total Retuming Lettermen: 13

Away
Away

Away
Home

Away

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 4

10 KOAM PIGSKIN-?P R EVIEW 9b

fter a successful first year, Chanute
A!ead coach Kent Frazell expects his

eam to build on its' accomplish- ‘
ments and take another step forward and
towards the top of the SEK.

“We have a highly motivated team with
intefligent kids,” Frazell said.

The football smarts will come into play
when Frazell employs a complex offense
with many different sets. With seven return-
ing starters back on the point scoring unit,
the Blue Comets have a chance to be
potent.

Frazell calls Chanute’s district,
“\ithout doubt, the toughest in the
state”

lola and Girard play at the Blue
Comet's home. Chanute must travel
to Fort Scott.

If the offense meets its’ high
expectations, and the defense can
gel by the time the district season
begins, the Blue Comets will be a
force to be contended with.

Offensive Backs

The backfield is led by returning
second team all-league quarterback
Aaron Gutierrez (5-9, 180).
Gutierrez threw for 610 yards in this
junior season. Also returning in the
backfield will be senior running back
Jim Sevart (5-8, 160). Sevart rushed for 220
yards in ‘95. Newcomer Eric Rausch (5-10,
195) is a senior ball carrier who should add
depth to the Blue Comets offense.

Receivers

The air attack features three returning letter-
men. Seniors Jesse Williams (6-0, 170), Matt
Reid (6-1, 180) and Chris Martin (5-8, 150)
team up again as pass catching threats. .
Williams and Reid had more than 100
receiving yards last fall.

Offensive Line

Frazell feels extremely confident with his per-
sonnel up front. Four of five starters return
for the Blue Comets on the offensive line.
Seniors Matt Cox (6-4, 250) and Paul Arthur
(6-0, 210), along with juniors Chris Bancroft
(6-0, 210) and Dave Guinotte (6-1, 220) are
proven athletes. The coaching staff will
search the crop of underclassmen to try to
find at least one more player to complement
this impressive group.

Defensive Line

Bancroft, Arthur and seniors Steve
Cunningham (6-0, 200) and Brian Waggoner
(5-9, 150) will compete for the starting defen-
sive line spots. This group has plenty of
potential, but will have to make constant
improvement in the early part of the season.

Linebackers

Guinotte is back after an outstanding perfor-
mance in ‘95. The junior was a first team all-
SEK linebacker and led the team with 89
tackles. Guinotte will be joined by veteran
junior Doug Taylor (5-10, 170) and Martin.
Taylor is fundamentally sound and has good
quickness. Backups are still an unknown.
Finding some emerging young linebackers
will be a priority in August.

Defensive Backs

Reid and Severt return to lead the sec-
‘ondary after both earned second team All-
SEK honors last season. Reid shined as a
starter, compiling 47 tackles and making five
interceptions. The coaching staff will also
count on Williams and Gutierrez to make
contributions to complete the defensive
backfield package.

CHANUTE
IMPLEMENT
conmr

STIHL

Agricultural Equipment
Lawn & Garden Equipment

431-4120

1-800-530-8358

201 W. 35th « Chanute « Kansas

a

Service 3 EVIDRI
Center :
For...

* Johnson
* Evinrude
* Mercury
* Mariner

* MerCruiser

See Uis For All of Your Murw Muintenine e Needi

UID "We Sell Fun' 0

vt Our WEB Pago
Wi COMERI . 4 1 \.mrw:rw

310 W. Cherry 431-0630 or

1-800-316-FISH Chanute

* Trampolines

» Golf Carts

* Go Carts
» Utility Trailers

* Honda 4-Wheele
& Cycles a

* Yamaha Wave Runners

RESTAURANT °
319 S. Lincoln

Classic Hamburgers
& Ice Cream
431-6900

1-800-279-3651

DA Gl

“Your Total Power Sports Dealer™

S, Hwy. 169

431-1226

1\0\'1(1(111/?(11‘2

|n|(l1|r'| l

Chanute’s Only Full Service Hotel
Heated Pool in Park-Like Atmosphere
Lounge with Fine Dining
Excellent Restaurant » Reasonably Priced Meals
Suites « Recliners » Non-Smoking Rooms
Multi-Channel Satellite & Cable TV
Clean & Comfortable Rooms
Major Credit Cards Accepted

mple Tuck & Tnailer P,
Call today te make nesexvations!

316-431-0850
Fax (316) 431-6639
Resewations Only
800-842-9910
3030 S. Santa Fe « Chanute KS 66720

TACO
JOMNS

1503 Souyth Santa Fe
The Treats O Vst
431-0753

SHIELDS
MOTOR CO., INC

Dodge
dodge Truchs

(316) 431-0480
Fax (316) 431-6636

814 West Cherry Street
Chanute, Kansas 66720
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Chetopa e lovmets

Conference: Mineral Belt League
Classification: 8-Man Division |
District: 2
Head Coach: Mitch Riggs
Years at School: 4th
Record at School: 17-14

1995 Overall Record: 3-7
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Returning:
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5
Total Returning Lettermen: 10

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 2
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1996 Chetopa Green Hornets Schedule

August

30 Gedarvale Away
September

b Bluejacket Away
13 Grest Away
20 open

2] Gopan Away
October

4 Bk Valley Home
11J Oswego Away
17 Thayer Home
24 8t. Paul tiome

as up the team bus and check the
Goil. The Green Hornets are hitting the
road.

Mitch Riggs returns for his fourth season
at Chetopa. If Green Hornet fans don't stop
by to watch practice, or if they aren't willing
to travel, they won't see Riggs and his squad
until October. A quirk in the schedule sends
the team on the road for the four games. The
regular season begins on August 30th, the
home opener comes on October 4th.

That seems to be alright with Riggs. He
has his sight set on the two late season
opponents.

“St, Paul and Oswego would
have to be the key games,’ Riggs
said. “If we win those two games we
are in the playoffs.’

The words of wisdom come from
experience. The Green Hornets
limped to an 0-6 start in 1995, only
to atone for the dismal beginning by
finishing strong with an unbeaten
record in district play.

With five starters coming back on
both sides of the football, this eight
man team isn't likely to struggle this
fall in the early weeks of the sea-
son. The Herculean stretch run by
Chetopa last year should translate
into momentum this year.

If it does, refuel those buses, the
Green Hornets are on the road to
the Kansas eight-man playoffs.

| Offensive Backs

Junior running back Kenny Brown
(6-1, 212) has the speed and size to domi-
nate at this level. Brown rushed for over
1100 yards last season and was first team
allleague on both sides of the football.
Sophomore Joey Midgett (5-9, 165) played a
big role in the Chetopa backfield last season.
Two quality quarterbacks in senior Eric
Burmp (5-9, 150) and junior Matt Nading (5-
10, 165) will make for some healthy competi-
tion in pre-season camp.

Receivers
The Green Hornets have a set of contrasting

tight ends. On one side will be huge sopho-
more Ryan Hellwig (6-3, 220)on the other
side will be petite Nathan Blackledge (5-8,
140). As one would expect, Hellwig is the
better blocker and a possession type receiv-
er. Blackledge has the speed and is a deep
threat. Freshman Bobby Carter (5-10, 150)
could push for playing time.

Offensive Line

Seniors Bill Columbia (5-11, 225) and Josh
Smith (5-11, 240) return as starters fo
anchor the offensive line. Columbia will
assume leadership duties in the trenches.
Junior Broc Bryant (5-10, 175) is back after a
shoulder injury cut short his sophomore sea-
son. Sophomores Tyrone Armstrong (5-11,
250) and Dusty Jarrett (5-10, 225) are two
top candidates to complete the offensive
front.

Defensive Line

Columbia, Smith, Bryant, Armstrong,
Hellwig, and Jamett make the defensive line
the most competitive position group on the
field. Carter is a project who will tutor under
the experienced defensive linemen this fall.

Linebackers

Brown will be one of the league’s top-notch
linebackers. Fortunately for the junior, the
eight man field is smaller, because Brown
will be all over it. Offenses may choose to
run towards junior Jeff Chartier (5-8, 160).
The returning letterman will have to be up to
the challenge. Senior Buck MacGowan (5-9,
185) is a top newcomer with decent size
who could make an immediate impact at
linebacker.

Defensive Backs

The two quarterback candidates will team up
to lead the defensive secondary. Bump and
Nading both have good speed and experi-
ence at defensive back. Midgett will press for
a starting role. Riggs and assistant coach
Rob Page will give Blackledge and freshmen
Adam Mayfield (5-9, 165) and David Nading
a chance to earn a spot in the secondary.

MERCURY

316-429-2200

Hwy. 69-96-7 « Columbus, K

COLUMBUS|

FORD - MERCURY, INC.

.["OUR DEALS ARE REAL”

uckboa
Hestaurant

Open 6am to 8pm Sun.-Tu
Closed Weg & Thurs. T

Open 6am to 9pm Fri. & Sat.

502 Maple, Chetopa, KS 316-236-4295
JOHN & JUDY TULLIS -

CHETOPA
STATE BANK

Member FDIC

409 MAPLE, BOX 226 » CHETOPA, KANSAS 67336
316-236-7277

Good Luck, Hornets!

w | Rigys
B Drug Store

426 Maple
Chetopa, KS 67336

(316) 236-7272
1-800-246-7270

PHARMACY HOURS:
Mon-Fri  8:30am to 6:00pm
Saturday 8:30am to 1:00pm

* Free Family Tax & Prescription
Records

* Computerized Prescription
Processing

° Fr.ee Delivery & Mailing Service
¢ Gifts & Cosmetics

* Free Gift Wrapping

AMBASSADOR CARDS

Easter Seals

Promoting Independence
For Children With Disabilities

For information about assistance with tra i
. vel reimbursement or medical
equipment purchase for children with disabilities, call 417/882-6500.

NOW IS THE TIME!
Come See The New and Exciting
1996 Models On Display

316-236-7928

Open: Mon-Fri 8:30 am - 5:30 pm

w
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529 N. 11th St., Chetopa, KS
Financing Available




Coffeyv

Conference: SEX.
Classification: SA
District: 4
Head Coach: Brad Hessler
Years at School: 2nd

. Record at School: 3-6

‘{

e golden tormado |

ike a storm chaser in the film “Twister”,
I_‘second year head coach Brad Hessler

hinks he has this Golden Tornado fig-
ured out. And they are potentially dangerous.

Coffeyville High School returns 17 starters
from a competitive team in ‘95.

“We have more experience, and being a
second year head coach, the players now
know meand 1 now know them,” Hessler
said. “We have more time to teach funda-
mentals and technique”’

Hessler believes the strong contingent of
senior leaders has been a tremendous ben-

efit during the off-season condition-

1896 Colteyville Golden Tornado Schedule
September

6 Chanute fiway
13 Parsons Away
20 Sapuipa, OK tiome
2] Fort Scott Away
October

4 Joplin Home
1" Lahette County liome
18 Arkansas City Home
2% Pittsburg Away
November

1 independence Home

ing program.

“Our players have worked very
hard 1o make themselves stronger
and faster. Our seniors have done
an excellent job in being leaders
and bringing everyone together.’

Hasseler thinks the first three
games on a rigorous schedule will
be critical. The Golden Tornado will
debut their new University of
Michigan-style helmets on the road
against Chanute. A week-two test
sends Coffeyville to Parsons before
a home game against powerful
Sapulpa from Oklahoma.

“We have to get off to a fast start
for confidence;’ the coach said.

A home game against Joplin
comes in the middle part of the
schedule two weeks before the
Golden Tornado embark on a dis-

1995 Qverall Record: 3-6
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0

Offensive Starters Returning: 9
Defensive Starters Retuming: 8
Total Returning Lettermen: 18

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 4, LOSE 5

trict stretch against Arkansas City,
Pittsburg, and Independence.

Offensive Backs

Senior fullback Josh Viets (6-0, 195) will be
Coffeyville’s primary offensive weapon. Viets
rushed for 536 yards last year and has been
selected to be a team captain. Two experi-
enced senior quarterbacks return to com-
pete for the starting nod. Billy Foster (6-1,
180) and Brad Manley (6-2, 180) have a lot
of the same qualities. The starter will likely
be the candidate who shows the most con-
sistency and the least propensity to turn the

L L o e amammml i io e 7 1 AAL

ball over.

Receivers

Josh Mecom (6-1, 185) is a converted quar-
terback who lined up at wide receiver on a
regular basis during his junior year. Tight end
Danny Fisher (6-1, 195) returns as a good
blocker and able pass catcher. The Golden
Tornado coaching staff will fook to big sopho-
more Eric Weils (6-0, 210) for support.

Offensive Line

Offensive tackle Heath Cochran (6-3, 280) is
a division one college prospect with good
feet and exceptional strength. The senior
bench presses 345. Seniors Will Mann (6-1,
205) and Gabe Abalaloz (6-0, 205) have
made significant gains in the weight room
after gaining experience last fall. Senior Brad
Flanders (6-1, 195) is the incumbent at cen-
ter. Underclassmen Thomas Dougan {6-1,
220) and Eddie Petch (6-1, 220) will add
depth. Jacob Viets (62, 240) is an enormous
freshman who could develop.

Defensive Line

Cochran will be a two-way player and in the
trenches. Brad Cain (6-0, 212) is a veteran
senior defensive tackle. Dougan, Petch and
Jacob Viets will also get an opportunity to
prove themselves on the defensive line.

Linebackers

The linebacker corps is deep and athletic.
Josh Viets was an All-State selection last
season when he registered 122 tackles.
Seniors Matt Schmidt (6-0, 190) and Mann
along with juniors Michael Rogers (6-0, 185)
and David Felts (6-0, 180) will make for great
competition in pre-season camp. Sophomore
Justin Campbell (5-10, 180) could material-
ize into a top ‘backer.

Defensive Backs

Foster and Manley will join forces at the
safety positions. Sophomore John McGebee
(6-2, 185) is a highly regarded newcomer.
Hessler and his staff will search for another
underclassman to emérge as a dependable
contributor in the secondary.
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Colgan e

Conference: CNC
Clasification: 2A
District: 6
Head Coach: Chuck Smith
Years at School: 17th
Record at School: n/a

events in equestrian, or babsledding, or crick-
ot, or even ticktack-toe the Panthers would
come to play. This group of seniors loves to
compete, and they are proven winners. Many
of the same talented young men who helped
Colgan to a 6-3 record in football, who won the
State Championship in basketball, and who
played in the state baseball tournament are
back again.
“This team has an excellent senior class with
a good backup from their underclassmen,’
head coach Chuck Smith said. “The season is
being looked at with high expectations with a
good number of starters coming
back”’

If the CNC Conference held Interscholastic

’7 Smith enters his 17th year on the
1008 St. Mary's-Colgan Panthors Schedule Colgan sideline with long-time assis-
tant Wayne Cichon and newcomer
Soptomber Nate Clevenger assisting. Last fall, the
] Girand Home coaching staff molded an inexperi-
enced offense into one of the most
13 Northeast Rway productive attacks in the area. Colgan
racked up more than 300 yards per
2 Rivorton Home game and laid the foundation for great
% Galena Thursday things to come in 1996.
“The players have worked hard and
eeicee the attitude is great” Smith said.
[ Southeast Rway The Panthers embark on a difficult
season when they open on Thursday,
11 Frontenac Home September 5th at home against pow-
erful Girard. The CNC league sched-
18 Ploasanton Away ule follows, including a district clash
2% Unlontown Home against Frontenac in week six, much
earlier than the traditional regular sea-
)| Marmaton Valley Away son meeting against the rival. This fal,
the district is especially competitive
L with five schools vying for a playoff

1995 Overall Record: 6-3
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0

berth.

Oftensive Backs

Pat McNally (6-5, 195) returns for his senior
season at quarterback. McNally has great skills
and it a poised leader. As a junior, the rangy
quarterback was a high percentage thrower,
completing 76 of 106 attempts for 12 touch-

Offensive Starters Retuming: 3
Defensive Starters Retuming: 7
Total Returning Lettermen: 14

downs. Senior fullback Aaron Amershek (6-2,
200) and senior running back IKirk Duncan (5-
10, 160) are both veteran ball carriers. Support
will come from junior Ryan Moodie (6-0, 165) a
hard running halfback, and from juniors Joe
Shoemaker (5-10, 160) and Chris Peak (5-10,
160) who missed most of last year due to

injury.

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2
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Receivers

Senior Adam Hamilton (6-1, 160) will be called
upon to lead the wide receiver corps. Senior
Joe Fleming (6-0, 150) and Shaun Ryan (59,
145) saw part time action |ast year. Backup
quarterback Justin Hamilton (6-0, 160) could
be a factor as a sophormore. A long list of
underclassmen are also candidates to earn a
starting spot. Smith and his staff will search the
pool of talent in August to try 1o complete the
position group.

Offensive Line

The offensive line looks solid with returning
starters Corey Peak (6-0, 210) and Christian
Dobrauc (6-0, 190) eager for their senior sea-
sons. Senior Mark Schremmer (5-10, 165) is a
quick guard with some experience. Junior John
Barnes could step in to fill the center position.
Fellow juniors Joe Boman (6-2, 180) , Brian
Hallacy (6-1, 165) and Dave Prewett (6-1, 220)
will battle at the tackle position.

Defensive Line

Defensive tackle Corey Peak and noseguard
Dobrauc were part of a group that surrendered
a stingy 15 points per game in ‘95. Junior Luke
Huerter (5-11, 195) could become an everyday
player this fall. Schremmer is likely to play on
hoth sides of the ball. Sophomore deep snap-
per C.J. Badart (6-1, 165) has found his niche
as the Panthers deep snapper and could also
compete on the defensive front.

Linebackers

Amershek will be a force at linebacker. The
two-time all-CNC performer has led the
Panthers in tackles the last two years. Duncan
also returns as a starter on the solid unit. Ryan
Comeau (5-10, 220) returns to Colgan after
being gone for a couple years. The athletic
junior is a welcomed addition.

Defensive Backs

McNally will lead the secondary as perhaps the
bast frée safety in the conference. The offen-
sive quarterback has good intelligence and is
capable of making big plays. Adarn Hamilton is
a possibllity at defensive back. Shoemaker and
a host of other underclassmen will vie for a
spot on the starting roster.
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MORE TEAMS.
MORE CHOICES.
DIRECTV.™

Nowhere on the planet can you
get more sports than on
DIRECTYV. Featuring more games
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Columbus s

Conference; S.EK.
Classification: 4A
District: 8
Head Coach: John Pierce
Years at School: 2nd
Record at School: 2-6

en John Pierce took over the
Columbus program two years ago,
the Titans looked more like The

Titanic. Columbus was coming off a 0-8 sea-
son, but Pierce quickly righted the ship and
managed two wins in his debut season.

in 1996, the stage is set for Columbus to
take another step towards rebuilding this pro-
gram into a consistent winner.

“This year's team looks to be physically
stronger” Piece said. “Our players have
worked hard in the weight room over the
course of this past year as well as this sum-
mer and it seems to be paying off with

improved morale and confidence.

ﬁmmmnm: Schedule
September
] Carl Junction
13 lola
20 Aurora
27 Bdon
October
4 Baxter Springs
11 Chanute
18 Labette County
2% Pansons
81 Neodestia

Away
Away

Away

We have the potential to be much
better in all phases of the game this
year.’ I

The 15 returning lettermen have
a positive attitude headed into the
campaign. The theme this season
is, Whatever it Takes'. Pierce thinks
it’ will take some early success to
carry over into the conference sea-
son for this team to be competitive.

“ pelieve our first game of the
year is the most critical game on
our schedule because this game
does so much to set the tone for the
season,” the former Pittsburg State
assistant coach said.

The opener sends Columbus
east on route 96 to Carl Junction,
Missouri. If the Titans can win
against their new opponent, they will
certainly take confidence with them
on the road to lola in week two. The

1995 Overall Record: 2-6
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 3
Defensive Starters Retuming: 3
Total Returning Lettermen: 15

18 KOAM PIGSKIN PREVIEW @b

JAY'S PREDISTION — WIN 4, LOSE B

Mustangs were one of two schools
that fell victim to the Titans last sea-
son. While three of the first four contests are
away from home, Columbus does have the
good fortune of hosting the two most power-
ful teams on the schedule. Baxter Springs
and Parsons outscored the Titans 107 to 8
last fall. You can be certain that this proud
group won't let that happen again.

Offensive Backs
The senior class has outstanding leadership,
and the number one pilot will be quarterback

.Jim Gaither (6-2, 195). Gaither is a complete

athlete who will be starting for the third
straight year. Josh York (5-10, 185) is an able

backup. The running backs in the Single
Wing offense have a fair amount of game
experience. Juniors Josh Brown (5-8, 150)
and Shane Schuberger (5-9, 165) will be
joined by sophomore Matt Hess (5-10, 160)
as candidates to become regulars.
Freshmen Chris Delmont (5-9, 170) and
Robert Hampton (5-9, 150) might be able to
fulfill roles. i

Receivers

The senior wide receiver trio of Clint Saporito
(6-2, 170), Josh Hale (5-10, 165) and David
Newberry (5-11, 165) will make for good
competition in August drills. Senior Brian
Rainey (511, 175) should get the nod at
tight end. The junior tandem of Casey Garvin
(5-10, 180) and Chuck Scammon (5-10,

175) will vie for the tight end vacancy on the
other side.

Offensive Line

A pair of veteran offensive tackles are back
for their senior campaigns. B.J. Gideon (6-0,
215) and Casey Lyons (6-0, 205) have made
big improvements since the last time they
competed on the football field. The coaching
staff has high expectations for senior Zach
Overman (6-0, 180) on the interior front.
Freshman Jerad Tanner (5-10, 200) could
step in to contribute as an untested talent.

Defensive Line

Senior Dustin Beaty (5-10, 220) rejoins
Lyons as a returning starter on the defensive
front. Overman and Tanner are other proba-
ble starters on a unit that lacks good depth.

Linebackers

Gideon doubles on defense as a quality line-
backer. Brown, Garvin, Scammon and
Schuberger will vie for playing time on the
second line of defense for the Titans.

Defenslve Backs

Gaither is a probable two way starter. The
Columbus quarterback plays free safety in
the secondary. Saporito brings excellent
speed to the defensive backfield. Hale,
Newberry and York and a long list of under-
classmen will attempt to break into the lineup
as defensive backs.
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|8 red devils

Conference: CNC
Classification: 3A
District: 8
Head Coach: Steve Oliver
Years at School: 10th
Record at School: 4245

Attitude.

Steve Oliver enters his 10th season at
Erie with a team full of confident players. The
Red Devils qualified for the Kansas 3A play-
offs last season, and the nucleus of that
group is back.

“This team is quick and aggressive;” Oliver
said. “We don't have big numbers in our
junior and senior class, but the kids that we
do have are quality”

The September schedule is nightmarish

for Erie. The first four opponents

ne word describes the Erie Red
Devils biggest strength this season.

1896 Enle Red Devils Schedule
September

8 Baxter Springs
13 Girard

2 Frontenac

2 Riverton
October

4 Galena

11 Northeast

18 Southeast

% Cherryvale

81 Caney Valley

Rway
Rway
Rway

Away
Away

combined for a 30-6 record in 1995.
Highly regarded Baxter Springs vis-
its town for the season opening
game. Then the Red Devils have
three straight road games against
Girard, Frontenac and Riverton. The
Riverton game is a rematch of last
year's opening round playoff game.
Erie will try to atone for a loss
against the Rams last November.

Oliver doesn't have any unrealis-
tic illusions for the start of the sea-
son. “It starts with the second half of
the season. By then we will have
experience and should gain
momentum headed into the district,”
the coach said.

Offensive Backs
Senior quarterback Clint Golay (5-

1995 Overall Record: 6-4
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Retuming: 6
Defensive Starters Retuming: 6
Total Returning Lettermen: 10

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 4
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10, 160) is the incumbent. Golay
makes up for a lack of size with excellent
speed and quickness. Freshman Dan
Walters (5-7, 150) will tutor under the veter-
an quarterback and provide depth. Senior
Aaron Hole (5-10, 170) is a returning starter
with super strength who must try to replace
graduated Brian McGowen at running back.
McGowen rushed for 1026 of the Red Devils
1353 yards during the regular season last
fall. Adam Yockey (6-0, 160) will likely get the
nod at the other running back position.
Yockey shined at defense and as the team’s
punter as a sophomore.

Receivers

Oliver calls senior wide receiver Cody Dye
(6-0, 155) the hardest working Red Devil.
The coaching staff will look to Dye to provide
leadership to the entire offensive unit. Senior
Jeremy Arthur (5-10, 145) is a speedy wide
receiver who has improved himself in the off
season. Tight end Justin Cook (6-2, 195)is a
potential all-league selection with outstand-
ing size. Cook might be moved to fullback for
his junior campaign.

Offensive Line

The offensive line is a major question mark
for Oliver and his staff. The Red Devils do
not have a single starter returning to the
trenches. The top priority during August prac-
tices will be to groom some undersized
young players into competent offensive line-
man.

Defensive Line

Sophomore defensive tackle David Yoho (6-
4, 270) comes highly regarded after earning
a starting spot his freshman season. The
coaching staff has only just begun develop-
ing the potential of the biggest sophomore in
the entire CNC. If Yoho continues to improve,
he could carry this position group. Like the
offensive front, the defensive line needs to
find some underclassmen to emerge.

Linebackers

Hole and Cook will play both ways. Both are
seasoned veterans at linebacker. Cook is
extremely aggressive while Hole has the
speed to cover a lot of ground.

Defensive Backs

Golay, Dye and Yockey double as defensive
backs. All three have at least one year of
starting experience. There are high expecta-
tions for freshman Brock Aday (6-0, 180).
Oliver says Aday has a great nose for the
ball and loves to hit. He could be the next
star defensive back for the Red Devils.
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Fort Scott <=

-~

Conference: S.EK.
Classification: 4A
District: 7
Head Coach: Bob Campbel
Years at School: Sth
Record at School: 19-17

rt Scott High School has good class.

Fgure, Bob Campbell's Tigers will again

have a 'classy' team that demonstrates
good work ethics and sportsmanship. That's a
given under the fifth year head coach. This sea-
son however, ‘good class’ also means a move
from the Kansas 5A ranks to the 4A classifica-
tion.

On paper, the Tigers appear to have the tal-
ent to make a serious bid for the S.E.K.
Conference fitle. Given the fact that the team
moves down a level for district and playoff com-
petition, Fort Scott could potentially play deep
into the post season.

“We do return a large number of

TIMMSMHM&I‘SSM

Septenther

6 Nevada - Hiome
13 independence Away
20 Parsons Home
2] Cotfeyville Home
October '

4 Labette County Away
1 Pittsburg Home
18 Girand Away
2 lola fway
November

1 Chanute Home

L

starters from last year's team,’
Campbell said. “We're optimistic com-
ing off a 6-3 season, but a few bad
breaks and a few injuries could
change things in a hurry”’

The Tigers open the 1996 cam-
paign against cross state rival
Nevada. A trip to Independence is fol-
lowed by a rigorous stretch against
Parsons, Coffeyville, Labette County,
and Pitisburg. By the time the district
season starts, Fort Scott should be
primed to be a legitimate state cham-
pionship contender in 4A.

“A |ot of people have picked us to
win our district” Campbell said. “It
won't be easy. We have split with
Chanute the past four years, and |
have tremendous respect for Craig
Crespino and his Girard program. |
feel that Kent Thompson will field the
best lola team that they have had in

1995 Overall Record: 6-3
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 8
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5
Total Returning Lettermen: 17

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2
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several years.”

The Tigers’ coaching staff will con-
centrate on finding some interior linemen in the
pre-season. If they do, the skill position players
will carry this team a long way.

Offensive Backs

There is brotherhood amongst the quarter-
backs. Literally. Senior Matt Karleskint (6-2,
175) returns to lead the Tigers offense.
Campbell says Matt is extremely balanced in
his ability to run and pass. Younger brother
Doug Karleskint (6-2, 170) has a lot of the
same athletic qualities and will push hard for
playing time as a junior. Senior Travis Stepps
(5-9, 170) heads the list of running backs. Atrio

of juniors will offer good competition for a regu-
far spot in the Fort Scott backfield. Josh Regan
(5-10, 180), Adam Gross (5-8, 145) and Mike
Hutchinson (5-11, 155) all contributed last fall.
Sophomore B.J. Pruitt (5-8, 145) will also figure
into the equation.

Receivers

Senior wide receivers Nick Oberst (5-11, 170)
and Quindale Floyd (5-11, 170) return as play-
making pass catchers. Floyd was an All-
Conference selection in his junior season.
Junior Jesse Vachon (6-1, 155) and sopho-
more sensation Matt Bloomfield (6-1, 160) are
both capable of helping the wide receiver corps
immediately. Campbell is counting on junior '
tight end Danny Hutchinson (5-10, 165) to
move into a starting role.

Offensive Line

The offensive line is refatively small, but some-
what experienced. Seniors Clint McKinnnis (5-
9, 205), Tony Fleeman (6-0, 215), Tim Guilfoyle
(6-2, 195) and Andy Albright (5-6, 140) all
return to the trenches. Chad Clary (6-1, 180)
could fill the other spot in his junior year.

Defensive Line

Fleeman is the only returning regular on the
defensive front. Guilfoyle and Albright will be
asked to play both ways this fall. Sophomores
Adam Lancaster (6-3, 230) and Justice Olsen
(6-2, 195) are top newcomers who could earn
a spot on this unit.

Linebackers

McKinnis is a veteran linebacker with outstand-
ing ability. The senior is coming off an All-
Conference junior year. Bolinger was also a
starter at linebacker and is regarded as the
Tigers biggest hitter. Danny Hutchinson will vie
for the other starting spot along with some
quality underclassmen.

Defenslve Backs

Oberst and Stepps are seasoned in the sec-
ondary. Stepps returned as a defensive back
after a stellar season last fall. Floyd could be
the best athlete in the bunch and will likely earn
a regular spot. Bloomfield has the best poten-
tial in the sophomore class and could find his
niche on defense. Gross, Mike Hutchison and
Vachon will provide depth.
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redonia =iov o

Yellowjackets. Gene John returns to coaching

this fall after a six year hiatus. John coached
for 25 seasons at Fredonia before leaving after
the 1989 season. Also, the Yellowjackets return
to the Tri Valley Conference. The seven-team
league is being re-established after more than
a decade.

“The football program has lacked consisten-
cy the last six years,” John said. “We have had
three different head coaches here since | left,
and the school and the players need some
continuity”

John is reunited with assistant
coach Rex Pope. The two helped

It is a step back in time for the Fredonia

Conference: Tri Valley League
Classification: 4A
District: 11
Head Coach: Gene John
Years at School: 26th
Record at School: n/a

ide Fredonia to a state champi-
1896 Fredonia Yellowjackets Schieduie quide P
0% onship in 1983.
September “We are relatively young, but | think
Labett t there’s talent. It's just a matter of
8 G Hiome molding this group of players,’ John
13 Humbokdt Away said.
With John back at the helm,
2 Yates Center Away expect Fredonia to be a fundamental-
27 Neodesha Home ly sound team, and expect the
Yellowjackets to be a better team than
October they have been in the recent past.
4 Burfington lome
Offensive Backs
1 Eurgka Rway Senior Trent Henderson (6-2, 175)
18 Towanda Circle Away returns for his third season as the
starting quarterback. Henderson is a
% Douglas Home good thrower with leadership qualities.
ing back Brandon Tindle (5-11
31 Il\lﬂlm IWII Running . Y
‘ y 180) is perhaps the most athletic play-
er on the roster. The senior has excel-

lent speed and leaping ability, demon-
strated by his 6'6" high jumping performance
as a track athlete. Sophomore J.D.
Schaumburg (6-0, 185) will relieve Tindle at
times at tailback. Juniors Aaron Timmons (5-
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0 11, 160) and Tyler Beall (5-10, 155) are among

Offensive Starters Retuming: 6 a strong contingent battiing for playing time in
Defensive Starters Retuming: 8 tekackitid.
Total Retuming Lettermen: 14

1995 Qverall Record: 3-6

Receivers

Senior tight end Jeremy Florez (5-11, 200) has
two years of starting experience on his resume
and is a versatile pass catcher and blocker.
Classmate Monty Fulghum (5-9, 150) is a big

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 3
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play wide receiver. Senior Justin Sims (5-10,
160) will be counted on in the Yellowjackets
Pro-I Offense. John will need to find some
depth at the receiving corps.

Offensive Line

Seniors Bobby Baughman (6-2, 230), and
Jamie Atwell (5-11, 175) will anchor the offen-
sive line. Both are seasoned starters and both
had a productive off-season in the weight
room. Bobby Casper (6-2, 245) is a senior who
missed the last two seasons with injuries, but
brings potential with his size. Junior Brian
O'Neal is versatile and could find his niche on
the offensive line. John expects junior Josh
White (5-11, 175) to be another contributor up
front.

Defensive Line

The foundation of the Yellowjackets will be
defense. Eight starters return on the unit, and
John thinks the experience will allow his team
to play an attack-style defense. Atwell returns
along with fellow seniors Baughman and Dusty
Ostrosky (6-0, 275). Sophomore Jarrod
Claibourne (5-10, 200) is a top candidate at
nose guard. Junior Marshall Sumner (5-10,
185) and Florez will most likely line up at
defensive end.

Linebackers

A pair of solid sophomores will lead the line-
backing corps. Brandon Reddick (5-11, 170),
and Schaumburg were part-time starters last
season. The linebackers will be a busy bunch
with an aggressive defensive scheme in the
works. The Yellowjackets will look for added
depth in Timmons and a long list of underclass-
men.

Defensive Backs

The secondary is probably the strongest posi-
tion group on the team. Senior Chris Savedra
(6-0,170) is capable of being a playmaker. The
junior combo of Jeff Arnold (5-10, 160) and
Seth Fox (6-0, 170) will bring experience to the
safety positions. Sims is a proven coverage
man and Henderson may use his athletic ability
on the defensive side of the football, too.

SPORTS

NEWS

KOAM-TV

NEVR )

Jay Radzavicz & Bill Pikus

COVERAGE YOU
CAN GOUNT ON!

Dnug

“"WHERE PHARMACY 1B A PROFEBSION

“Where Pharmacy is a Profession”
FREE PRESCRIPTION

DELIVERY

» OFFICE SUPPLIES

* HALLMARK CARDS

+ RUSSELL STOVER CANDIES
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Frontenac -«ideis

Conference; CN.C.
Classification: 2A
District; 6
Head Coach: Leon Miller
Years at School: 8th
Record at School: 63-13

1996 Frontenac Raiders
September

b Caney

13 Riverton

20 Erie

27 Northeast
Octoher

4 Marmaton Valley
11 Colgan

18 Shitoh Christian
25 Pleasanton

31 Uniontown

1995 Overall Record: 7-3
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1

Offensive Starters Returning: 3
Defensive Starters Returning: 4

Total Returning Lettermen: 21

fway
Home
Away

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2
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stranger who comes to town on a
AFriday in the Autumn could very well

hink that the entire population of
Frontenac is in mourning. On the contrary.
The residents wear black to celebrate Raider
pride. In years past, the only mourners have
been the teams that have faced the powerful
class 2A school. This year should be no dif-
ferent.

Head coach Leon Miller lost a dozen qual-
ity seniors off of last year's playoff team. The
good news is he welcomes back a strong
nucleus of players.

“A lot of questions need to be
answered in the pre-season,” Miller
said. “This team may not have the
speed that we've had in the past,
but this year's team is big, strong
and physical.”

As always, Miller admits the CNC
will be very competitive. The
Raiders have an extremely chal-
lenging road schedule beginning
with a September 13th trip to tradi-
tional power Riverton. The annual
Colgan showdown is at Pittsburg
and it comes in week six this year,
instead of the last week of the regu-
lar season. Also in the travel plans:
a trip to Springdale, Arkansas to
face Shiloh Christian and three out
of four district games away from
Spigarelii Field.

Offensive Backs

Quarterback Nate Ulepich (6-1, 180) is back
after earning the starting spot as a sopho-
more. Tony Sighel (5-10, 208) moved from
tight end to fullback and will play a major fac-
tor in the Raiders ground attack. Other sea-
soned ball carrier’s are absent from the ros-
ter. Miller will have to find at least one under-
classman to fill the void.

Receivers
Senior John Zafuta (5-9, 170) will have to
assume a leadership role in the wide receiv-

er corps. Juniors Eric Jameson.(5-9, 170)
and Tony Chiappetti (5-8, 150) could prove to
be valuable pass catching threats. Jameson
changes roles after spending his sophomore
season with the offensive line.

Offensive Line

Chad Ulepich (6-0, 215) will likely get the
nod at strong tackle. Juniors John Moriconi
(5-11, 180), Adam Clark (5-10, 165), Jedd
Seely (5-10, 190), Glenn Harrison (5-9, 160),
and Harvey Scruggs (5-10, 190) make the
offensive line one of the most competitive
position groups.

Defensive Line

Sighel and junior Scott Kunshek (5-11, 170)
are returning starters at defensive end.
Moriconi and sophomore Jordan Niegsch (6-
0, 180) got some valuable playing time in the
trenches last fall. J.P. Talent (6-1, 195) and
newcomer Zeb Mingori (6-0, 210) are
promising junior classmates who could earn
their way into the starting lineup. Miller calls
Mingori one of the hardest workers on the
squad.

Linebackers

Chad Ulepich could turn out to be the most
physical linebacker in the league. Scruggs is
a strong candidate to fill another linebacker
position. Seely is projected to be a nose-
guard, but he might have 1o help out with the
linebacking corps where he saw action in
195, With a lack of exceptional speed in the
secondary, the linebackers will have to be
sure tacklers.

Defensive Backs

Senior Dusty Hafner (5-10, 160) helped lead
a defensive unit that gave up a stingy 12
points a game last season. Hafner is primed
to be the leader of the secondary. Jameson,
Zafuta and Chiappetti will battle for playing
time with senior Heston Hamm (5-8, 160)
and juniors Ryan Bevins (64, 175) and Tad
Johnson (5-10, 190).

sundays
at 7:00

KOAM-TV
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Galena o

~ Conference: CN.C.
Classification: 3A
District: 7
Head Coach: Blaise Bauer
Years at Schoot: 3rd
Record at School: 10-8

e Bulldogs new look last year went
I beyond a change in the color of their
jerseys. There’s a new attitude inside
the helmets of the Galena players. Blaise
Bauer is patiently turning this program
around in his third year as head coach.

“This team has a chance to be competi-
tive if we come together;’ Bauer said. “We
have to develop a positive tradition and that
takes time. Overall, we are excited about this
year's team.”

With 18 starters returning for the ‘96 cam-
paign, there is certainly reason to be ecstat-
ic. However, the vast majority of those veter-
ans are two way players, meaning that the
Bulldogs will have to be well condi-
tioned, and they will have to avoid

1896 Galena Bulidogs Schedule

September

5 Picher tome
13 Caney Valley Away
20 Glrard liome
] Colgan Away
October

4 Erle Home
1 Southeast Away
18 Northeast Home
Baxter Springs Home
81 Riverton Away

injuries.

Bauer sees a new type of dedi-
cation from his players, and a new
commitment from the administration
at Galena High School.

“This team is made up of blue
collar workers. They are more
reserved than past teams and they
just like getting down to business.”

" The business plan moves into
action on thé first Thursday when
the Bulldogs play host to Picher,
Oklahoma. That first game could set
the tone for things to come. A haz-
ardous journey through the CNC
Conference follows beginning with
Caney Valley, Girard and Colgan.

“The kids are much stronger
physically, and they have a better
understanding of the system,” Bauer
said. “If we can get off to a good
start we'll be competitive.”

1995 Overall Record: 4-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 9
Defensive Starters Retuming: 9
Total Retuming Lettermen: 13

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 4

Offensive Backs
Senior Dave Wells (6-1, 170) returns at quar-
terback for the Bulldogs. Junior Shane Brown
(5-9, 160) will contend for the job in pre sea-
son drills. Brown was the team’s leading
rusher as a sophomore. Sophomore Jarrett
Boyes (5-11, 155) is also a possibility under
center. A trio of experienced running backs
will compete. Eric Bellamy (5-9, 155) and
Pernell Love (5-11, 180) are juniors. Josh
Roberts (5-9, 150) is only a sophomore.

Receivers

Wells was a top receiver a year ago, if he
doesn't earn the start at quarterback, he will
be expected to make contributions as a pass
catcher. Senior Shannon Halstrom (6-0, 160)

28 KOAM PIGSKIN PREVIEW b

is a versatile tight end. Junior Kyle
Thompson (5-10, 140) has bestter than aver-
age speed and could fit into the wide receiv-
er corps along with junior Jared Jarvis.
Sophomore Tony Hopkins (5-10, 165) is a
developing tight end.

Offensive Line

Unlike the previous two seasons of Bauer’s -
coaching tenure, the interior linemen are the
strength of the team. Senior tackle Chris
Loch (6-4, 260) is a choice specimen on the
offensive line, Loch was a second team All-
CNC selection as a junior. Bauer says Loch
has been one of the hardest workers in the
weight room and should be even better this
fall. The other tackle spot will be manned by
junior Teddy Bogle (6-3, 265). Center John
Bidwell (5-11, 210) returns for his senior
campaign after earning post-season honors
last year. Marshall Watkins, Joshua Haase,
and Josh Curry could be called upon to
assume duty on the offensive front.

Defensive Line

Loch, Bogle and Bidwell will be the heart
and sole of the defensive front too. Loch will
line up at defensive end while Bogle and
Bidwell play at tackle. Sophomore Adam
Shetley (6-2, 185) will likely see plenty of
playing time. Senior Kenny Youngblood (5-
11, 195) gets high praise from the coaches
as a top newcomer.

Linebackers

Holstrom, Bellamy and Love will bring expe-
rience and abandon to the linebacker unit.
Bellemy returns as the Bulldogs second
leading tackler. Depth will come from senior
Nathan Ezell (5-10, 140) and sophomore
Tony Hopkins (5-10, 165).

Defensive Backs

Sophomore Clint ward (5-9, 145) is one to
watch at defensive back. Ward was a regular
in his freshman season and has made great
improvements in his techniques. Wells will be
the leader of the relatively young secondary.
Brown is another seasoned coverage man.
Jeremy Ezell (5-10, 150) could be ready to
contribute in his sophomore year.
Classmates Brian Ford (5-10, 155) and
Boyes (5-11, 155) are capable back ups.

One half mile West
of Galena, KS
on historic Route 66

Rebuilders ¢ Salvage

25 ACRES OF FOREIGN &
AMERICAN CARS,
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Girard

trojans

iday night in the fall is showtime, but if
Girard wants to continue to be successful,

Craig Crespino thinks most of his team'’s

Conference: CN.C. wins will be earned from Monday through
A, Thursday.
Classffication: 4A “With a lack of starting experience, we need
District: 7 to develop our young players and get them lots

of repetitions in practice;” said Crespino.

“We must maintain a strong work ethic and
improve day to day as well as week to week,’
the coach added.

Nine starters return along with 37 lettermen
from an 8-2 team a year ago. Crespino
believes it is essential for his team to continue
to be fundamentally sound and put team goals

ahead of individual accomplishments.

Head Coach: Craig Crespino
Years at School: Sth
Record at School: 32-10

Those two things must be nurtured on
1996 Girar Trojans Schedule the practice field.
“We feel we have competition at
September every spot,” Crespino said. Our play-
ers know that they will have to work
) Coigan Away very hard in practice in order to earn
a starting role.”
13 Erle Home The Trojans must again endure a
20 Galena Away grueling CNC schedule. Girard opens
the season on Thursday, September
27 Caney Home 5th in the annual showdown with
Colgan. The Trojans don't have to
(October clash with Frontenac this fall, but
league championship contenders
4 Riverton Home Riverton and Baxter Springs are
scheduled back to back in early
i Baxter Springs huy October before the start of district play
18 Fort Scott Home against Fort Scott. Crespino calls dis-
trict 7 one of the most difficult in the
2% Chanute Away state in class 4A.
8 lola Home Offensive Backs
Senior Ben Niggeman (6-3, 195) is

back for his third season as the
Trojans starting quarterback. Niggeman is the
team’s offensive juggernaut. He's accounted for
more than 2,000 yards of offense in his career,
1995 Overall Record; 8-2 throwing for 11 touchdowns and rushing for 15

: more. The most impressive statistic for
199.5 P|ay off Record. 0-1 Niggeman is his win-loss record as the starting
Offensive Starters Retuming; 4 quarterback: 12 wins, just four losses. A pair of
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5

seniors will likely get the nod in the backfield.
: Brian Davied (5-10, 160) and Brandon
Total Returning Lettermen: 37

Callanan (5-9, 160) matured immensely last fall
and will help provide leadership. Juniors Scott
Franklin (5-8, 140) and Nate George (5-8, 160),
along with sophomore Jon Mein (6-3, 195), will
push for playing time.

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2
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Receivers

Bryce McFarland (6-3, 200) makes a move
from offensive tackle to tight end this year. The
athletic senior was all-league as a lineman, but
the coaching staff thinks he will be better uti-
lized as a pass-catching threat. Seniors Wayne
Barr (59, 165), Justin Free (59, 166) and Matt
Wiley (6-0, 185) will battle for a starting spot at
wide receiver. Juniors Darrin Clezerle (5-9,
150) and Jason Krensel (6-0, 155) are two
more possibilities.

Offensive Line

Senior Mike Sisney (6-4, 240) could be a domi-
nating player according to Crespino. Sisney
returns after an injury in ‘95. Classmate Adam
Blazic (5-10, 205) is football smart and experi-
enced. Seniors Judd Pride (5-10, 205) and
Jimmy Clark (6-3, 240) along with junior Eddie
Fox (5-9, 185) will vie for a position in the
trenches. There are plenty of other offensive
lineman candidates, including sophomore pro-
jects Chris Owens (6-3, 185), Josh Crocker (6-
3, 215) and Chad Frakes (6-2, 245).

Defensive Line

. The Trojans could have the best two defensive
ends in the league with McFarland and Sisney

back in the fold. There is a large crop of under-
classmen to choose from to fill the other voids.
Pride is a contender along with juniors Jessie
Niederklein (6-2, 170), Richard Lane (5-11,
175), Brad Clutter (5-11, 170}, Joe Landreth (5-
10, 200) and Quinton Cramer (5-10, 200).

Linebackers

Blazic and Callanan will head up the strong
linebacker unit. Blazic was the second leading
tackler last fall and will likely play inside.
Callanan is a skilled outside linebacker with two
years of starting experience on his resume. A
large pool of juniors will contend for a line-
backer spot, including Mike Benso (5-8, 160),
Nate Brackett (6-2, 170) and Franklin.

Defensive Backs

Niggeman and Davied could be called on to play
48 minutes of football every game. Both have
starting experience in the secondary. Davied
returns as the Trojans’ top interception man.
Junior Richard Lopez (5-11, 185) is Girard’s start-
ing punter and could make contributions as a
defensive back. Barr, Wiley, and junior Gabe
Evans (6-0, 150) could also be factors.
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Humboldt <5

Conference; Tri-Valley
Classification: 3-A

Head Coach: Don Walbum
Years at School: 21st
Record at School: 108-80

umboldt head coach Don Walburn
H says “From tackle to tackle, we will be

the biggest we have been in quite
some time” And Walburn should know. He
has been at Humboldt for the past 31 years,
the fast 21 as head coach.

Walburn will be seeing something different
this time around, though. Fredonia s on the
Bears schedule for the first time in 20 years
as a result of the resurrection of the Tri-Valley
league and Walburn expects the
Yellowjackets to be the team to beat. He
picks Neodesha to finish runner-up and

Offensive Line

The Bears don't appear to have any prob-
lems with depth along either line. Senior
Matt Lower (6-0, 205) was a 2nd team all-
conference selection at guard a year ago.
Other starters returning are classmate
Russell Downey (5-8, 170) at guard and
junior Robert Owens (6-2, 225) at tackle.
Walburn describes Downey as “quick and
tough” and calls Owens “big and strong” but
needing to become more mentally tough.
Other lettermen waiting in the wings include
senior John Hodgden (5-11, 190) and junior

WE’LL
TAKE You
THROUGH

LIFE.

Humboldt/725 Bridge/473-2244

Chanute/17 South Lincoln/431-7070

lola/208 West Street/365-5700

Member FDIC

B&W CUSTOM TRUCK

BEDS, INC.
1216 Highway 224 « Humboldt, KS 66748

316-47302664 - 800-248-6564 * FAX

Custom Truck Beds
Bale Loaders

Gooseneck Hitches

‘The Trworer Ball Gooseneck Hikch is
A Hitch When You Need It.....
s Lavel Bed When You Dour't.

since Humboldt opens the season Jason Julich (5-10, 220).

against those two teams, Walburn Two newcomers to keep an eye on are
1996 Humboldt Bears Schedule knows itll be important fo get things  junior tackle Luke Fitzimmons (5-11, 200) HUMBOLDT
Soptombor off on the right foot. “A good start and sophomore center Michael Vannice (6-2, rj T O T Y MIRSOVIR BAL)
can mean great things for a team,’ 230).
] Neodesha hway Walburn, said.
13 Fredonia Home The Bea}rs will spend training Defensive Line . .
camp looking for some players to Many of the players on the O-Line are inter-
4] Altoona-Midway tiome step forward and become team changeable with those on the D-Line with / o ?-::-33 n&# EJ#I".;{’ -
27 Cherryvale May leaders. Oniy five seniors are back one possible exception. Gant, the quarte- l N s u R AN c E (-:rz PALL e uli" G
from last year's team and they will back, is expected to pull double-duty at ; AR COMMUNITY
October be counted on to keep the club in defensive end. Look for junior Chris Woods « INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE NATIONAL
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Junior Jared Gant (6-0, 170) willget  can develop into a fine player at that position: You're in good hands. B *}:* £ s, °
L the nod at quarterback and needs Walburn also likes what he sees from b, [ Summer Hours
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to have a big year in order for the Julich.“Jason Julich loves to play the game,’
Bears to be successful. Junior Mark Bauer Walburn said. “We need a big year from

Tues-Sat ...... 5-9

Lunches . . .11-1:30 116 N. 8th Humboldt

‘ (6-1, 185), the fastest player on the team, wil him? M A Starting April 9th 316-473-2211
1995 Overa" Record: 54 see a lot of time at running back along with I urrlll mankjl{?f" gf(g ;{our 113atrlonagem :
. senior Beto Melendez (5-6, 190). Defensive Back nsur inger laylor : i
1995 Play off Record: 00 Junior Jason Bauer (5-7, 155) is back to bol- A e: i 618 Bridge » Humboldt, KS T Né 1LmCOIn el

Offensive Starters Retuming: 4 Receivers ster the Bears secondary. Walburn says g cy’ 473-3270 6-431-BANK
Defensive Starters Retuming: 3 John Wilhite (5-10, 150) has been given the Bauer has the most athletic “savvy” of any of In(:o :
Total Retumning Lett 11 “good hands” seal of approval from Coach his returning starters. Wilhite is also back P.O. Box 326 « Gir ard, KS

ofal ketuming Lewermen Walburn. The senior will play the biggest starting at D-back his junior year while Mark Mon-Fri 316-724-4446

role and catch most of the passes for the Bauer will also be counted on to contribute. -3

473-3831

Bears in 1996. Junior tight end David Hart

/ = 6-0, 150) also earns high praise from his ) . A FULL
JAV'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2 [Cahedly igh p 713 Bridge + Humboit, KS arss e
’ \ / BANK 7 davs a week
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Independence :.ioos

Conference: SEK Upper Division
Classification: SA
District: 4
Head Coach: Don Simmons
Years at School: 6th
Record at School: 30-16

Question for Independence head coach Don
Simmons: “How do you replace quarterback Jay
Alexander ?"
The answer, very simply, “You don't’

lexander has been lost to graduation after a
A:rilliant career. The flashy quarterback and his

enior classmates helped Simmons turn the

Bulldags program into a solid winning team.
Alexander led Indy to a 28 and 6 record the past
three seasons. Now, it's time for the Bulldogs to
reload.

“We must find a quarterback that won't kill us;’
Simmons said bluntly.

If they do, the Bulldogs have enough quality
returning starters (10) to stay competitive in the
tough SEK Conference.

“The heart of this team will be the offen-

1996 Independence Bulidogs Schedule
September

8 Washburn Rural Away
13 Fort Scott Home
2 Chanite Home
2] Labette County Away
Qctober

4 Pangons Home
1 Wichita Heights Away
18 Pittsburg Away
25 Arkansas City Home
November

1 Coffeyville Away

sive line. We may be the biggest we've
been with two starters returning and two
more kids that have played a lot," Simmons
added.

The offensive line will average 235
pounds across the middle. The group
won't be pass blocking as often as they did
with Alexander at the helm. Independence
will return to the running game, and the
offensive line will be a huge key if the
Bulldogs want to have success.

Two long road trips are in store with
away games in Topeka and Wichita on the
schedule. The Bulidogs play two of the
three district games on the road, and the
home date comes against powerful
Arkansas City.

Offensive Backs

There will be little time to groom the suc-
cessor to Jay Alexander. The only prospect
at quarterback on the pre-season roster is
freshman Jeremey Simmons (5-9, 140). if

1995 Overall Record: 8-2
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 3
Defensive Starters Returning: 5
Total Returning Lettermen: 18

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 3, LOSE 6
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Jeremey Simmons doesn't mature quickly,
the coaching staff may have to look for an athletic
upperclassmen to make the change to signal caller.
Senior running back lassce Lawrie (6-0, 185) is a
returning starter who had his junior season cut short
by an injury. Lawrie averaged more than 8 yards per
carry and was the Bulldog’s leading rusher in every
game he played. Classmate Mark Denney (5-11,
175) is also a veteran running back. Denney isa
good receiver out of the backfield, catching 33 pass-
es for 259 yards fast fall. Senior Jozee Thompson (5-
11, 171) saw some playing time in the backfield and
will be expected to be a main part of the offensive
arsenal this year.

Receivers
If the Bulldogs can find somebody to throw the foot-
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ball, senior wide receiver Tim Henderson (5-10, 174)
has proven ability to catch it. Henderson had 39
receptions for 542 yards and five scores in ‘95.The
all around athlete was an All-State selection. Junior
Jason Simpson (6-0, 182) was a standout defensive
back a year ago and will contribute to the receiving
corps this season. Fellow junior Danny Julian (5-11,
174) and senior Sam Blackard (5-9, 169) will provide
depth. Senior Graham Sikes (6-0, 178) and juniors
Chris Confer (6-0, 191), Josh McClain (6-1, 200),
and Luke Emmot (6-0, 180), will vie for a starting job
at tight end.

Offensive Line

The bulky group of offensive linemen is led by senior
guard Ron Burke (6-1, 221) and junior tackle Aaron
Heckman (6-3, 249). Burke was versatile enough to
line up as.a blocking fullback at times last fall.
Simmons thinks Heckman is one of the premier
offensive linemen in the region. Support will come
from senior Justin Bays (6-0, 215) and juniors Jed
Newkirk (6-3, 244) and Nick McColiam (6-2, 242).
Senior Ryan Wittum (6-2, 266) is another gigantic
prospect up front.

Defensive Line

Lawrie is back as a regular at defensive end. The
séniorwilrase good-speed and a;ggressweness to
help lead the defensive line. Bays, Heckman,
McClain, McCollom, and Emmot are all short on
experience but have good skills.

Linebackers

Denney is an even better defensive player. The
senior is coming off an All-SEK junior season at line-
backer when he intercepted four passes. He will be
fianked by returning starter Stormy Munkirs (5-11,
186). Burke and Confer both saw spot duty at line-
backer in ‘95 and could be key players in the defen-
sive scheme this fall.

Defensive Backs

Thompson and Simpson made big plays in the sec-
ondary last season. Both return with a good under-
standing of the game. Henderson is a probable two
way player, the junior had three interceptions last
year and is a scoring threat after any turnover. Senior
Matt Spencer (5-10, 180) was a contributor as a
junior and could develop into a defensive starter.
Classmate Peter Edwards (5-8, 149) is another
strong candidate in the secondary. Underclassmen
projects include sophomores Matt Howe (5-8, 150)
and Wayne Briggans (5-9, 157) and freshmen
Raymond Lockett (5-10, 161) and Derrick Darkis (5-
10, 159)
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0la roustangs

Conference: SEK Lower Division
Classification: 4A
District: 7
Head Coach: Kent Thompson
Years at School: 2nd
Record at School: 54

ing the 1996 Mustangs. The nucleus con-

|o|a fans won't have any trouble recogniz-
sists basically of the same cast of players

that have been on display the last two years. -

Coach Kent Thompson welcomes back 11
seniors who have been starters since their
sophomore seasons.

That's a big reason why Thompson picks
his own club to come out on top in the SEK
Lower Division in 1996. lola is going to have
to go through Upper Division member Fort

Scott if they hope to make it to the

1896 lola Mustangs Schedule

September

8 Anderson County Rway
13 Columbus liome
20 Labette County hway
27 Burlington Home
October

4q Santa Fe Tral Home
1 Parsons way
18 Chanute L
25 Fort Scott Home
81 Girard hway

post-season. The Tigers dropped
down from class 5A and landed in
the ‘Stangs district along with
Chanute and Girard. It should
make for one of the most highly
competitive districts in the entire
state.

Offenslive Back

Speaking of competition, there
should be plenty of it in the
Mustangs backfield at the start of
the season. Coach Thompson and
his assistants Pat Lonergan, Troy
Adams and Greg Ptacek head into
camp with a few question marks at
the position. Although, they do have
some players with starting experi-

1995 Overall Record: 54
1995, Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 8
Defensive Starters Retumning: 9
Total Lettermen Retuming: 24

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 3
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ence returning.

Senior Josh Groves (6-0, 180) will handle
the play calling in 1996. He'll be fianked by a
pair of classmates Craig Yocham (5-10, 175)
and Dan Isaacson (5-10, 175). The fullback
spot will go to Hans Krohn (6-3, 220).

Recelvers

While the wide receiver position appears to
be wide open, Thompson does have a very
capable athlete to serve as his number one
tight end. Ryan Lonergan (6-3, 230) pos-

sesses the size, speed and catching ability
to make some big plays this year. He has
also caught the attention of his share of
NCAA Division One and Two coaches.

Offensive Line

The O-Line is shaping up to be lola’s biggest
strength heading into the campaign for two
enormous reasons: Mike Baker and Mike
Karr. Baker is a big senior at 6', 245 pounds.
Karr is a HUGE junior at 6'2", 330 pounds.
The size of the duo is an extreme rarity at
the High School level. Both need to have
even bigger seasons, though for the
Mustangs to be successful this fall.

Defensive Line

Same story, different verse. Baker and Karr
will play big roles as will Lonergan, who will
work from the end position. The trio average
a whopping 268 pounds and figure to throw
that weight around quite a bit while getting
after people this season.

Linebackers

This should be another strong point for the
Mustangs in 1996. Look for Yocham and
Krohn to set the tempo and provide the
senior leadership. Krohn, like Lonergan, has
caught the attention of his share of college
coaches as well.

Defensive Backs

When Groves isn't calling offensive signals
he'll be overseeing the action from the defen-
sive secondary. He'll be joined at DB by
Isaacson and whoever steps forward during
camp. Thompson is concerned about the
lack of depth at the position but has a large
group of returning lettermen to work with.
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Jayhawk Linn /o omis

Conference: 3 Rivers League
Classification: 3A

Head Coach: undecided at press time

District; 6

Years at School: n/a
Record at School: n/a

September
6

13

20

27
October

1
18
2%
3

1896 Jayhawk-Linn Jayhawks Schedule

Waverly
Pieasanton
Marmaton Valley
Uniontown

Piper

Pomona
Humboldt
Yates Center
Central Heights

1995 Overall Record: 4-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 6
Defensive Starters Returning: 5
Total Lettermen Returning: 15

38 KOAM PIGSKIN PREVIEW 95

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 1, LOSE 8

Away
Away

Away
tiome

all area teams heading Into'the 1996 sea-

son. Not only to their opponents, but to the
Jayhawks themselves. Ray Harvey’s departure
after one year as head coach left a void that still
hadn’t been filled by press time.

Rex Bollinger, an assistant at Jayhawk-Linn the
past two years, didn't think that was going to pre-
sent a huge problem for the Hawks, though. “The
seniors have already been through two systems.
They are very resilient with a lot of football savvy.
There is some good leadership there,’ says
Bollinger. “The players know the veer and power |
offenses pretty well. Unless the new
coach comes in with a totally new sys-
tem, they should know what is going
on.

The seniors are going to play a big
role this season. Jayhawk-Linn figures
to be a young team and the juniors and
sophomores are going to be counted on
to step in and do their part. A strong
freshman class of about 10 players will
also have to contribute. “We are young,
but it is nothing we can't overcome,’
says Bollinger.

Javhawk-Linn may be the biggest mystery of

Offensive Back

The Jayhawks are going to be starting
from scratch in their backfield this sea-
son. All of the starters from last year
are gone. Aaron Dennis (6-9, 170) did
see a lot of playing time, however and
may wind up being the workhorse. The
Willard twins will be expected to be a
big part of the offense as well after see-
ing playing time as freshmen. Bollinger
says Jeremy and Joey (5-8, 170) hit the line hard
and like to make their own holes along the way.
Freshman Justin Daniels (5-11, 170) could make
an immediate impact.

Junior Daniel Vaughn (5-8, 170) is the incum-
bent at quarterback after serving as signal caller
for half of last season. Sophomore Grant Simons
(6-2, 190) will push for playing time, though, after
leading the Junior Varsity in 1995.

Receivers
Roland Thomas (5-11, 150) may be the most
exciting player on the Jayhawks team because of

his ability to make things happen. “If you needed
him to come up with a big play he was there to do
it” Bollinger pointed out. The senior speedster
proved that last year by running back a couple of
kicks for touchdowns.

Sophomore tight end Jesse Barr (6-2, 210)
also has excellent hands and has the size to
make things happen along the line as well.

Senior Mike Parker (6-3, 210) shoutd see plenty
of playing time at tight end again also.

Offensive Line

There won't be anything wrong with the offensive
and defensive lines in Mound City this Fall. The
Jayhawks have plenty of size to go around. The
four starters returning average over 220 pounds.
Senior guards Don John Epps (5-8, 260) and
Chris Holt (5-9, 190) started every game last sea-
son. The same goes for senior tackle Sam
Shadden (6-2, 220). Sophomore Chris Otto (6-2,
225) will be back at the other tackle after serving
as a reserve a year ago. The center position is
still up for grabs.

Defensive Line

It's basically the same cast of characters as on
the offensive line. Epps will be back at nose tack-
le and Shadden will man his tackle post again.
Holt and Otto will also be expected to contribute
defensively. Sophomore Mait Johnson {6-2, 210)
should step in and see action on both sides of the
ball as well.

Linebackers

The Willard brothers will serve as bookends at
outside linebacker again this year after starting at
those spots their freshman season. But after you
get past Parker, who also saw playing time at line-
backer, the position is wide open. The Hawks will
be looking for someone to step forward right
away.

Defensive Backs

Drew Wonderly (5-11, 160) started every game at
cornerback last season as a freshman and,
according to Bollinger, will be a valuable asset this
year. Other returners in the secondary include
Vaughn at corner and Thomas at free safety.
Freshman Jeremiah Randall (6-2, 155) could step
in and play right away.
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Labette Gounty oi2ies

~,

™ Conference; SEK Lower Divison
Classification: 4A
District: 8
Head Coach: Craig Hartman
Years at School: 3rd
Record at Schook: 3-15

Te Grizzlies took some lumps in 1995,
both physically and on the scoreboard.
Several key injuries in the early season
contributed to Labette County getting skunked
in the win column——

Third year head coach Craig Hartman is
optimistic that this season will be a complete
turnaround. With 13 starters returning, Labette
County should be vastly improved. One positive
about being forced to play underclassmen last
year is the fact that the Grizzlies’ junior class is
now very experienced.

Hartman is rallying his team by using the
words of President Calvin Coolidge:

“Nothing in this world can take the

1896 Labette County Grizfies
September

b Fredonia

13 Chanute

2 lola

2 independence
October

4 Fort Scott

1 Goffeyvile

18 Columbus

2 Neodestia

81 Parsons

Away
Away

Away
Away

Away

place of persistence. Talent will not.
Nothing is more common than unsuc-
cessful men with great talent. Genius
will not, unrewarded genius is almost
a proverb. Education will not: the
world is full of educated derelicts.
Persistence and determination are
omnipotent.”

The 16 returning lettermen have
already shown persistence by working
hard over the summer and by check-
ing out gear this pre-season. If the
effort continues, the Grizzlies should
have a chance to be competitive
every Friday night.

Offensive Backs

Quarterback Justin McCarty (6-0,
165) was thrust into action as a
sophomore last season. His experi-

1995 Overall Record: 0-9
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 6
Defensive Starters Retuming: 7
Total Returning Lettermen: 16

JAY'S PREDICTION — WiN 3, LOSE 6

ence should pay dividends this fall.
Senior Tyler Harrell (5-11, 160) will
compete for the job. Junior tailback Justin Bebb
(5-8, 150) is perhaps the most athletic player
on the roster. Bebb was the Grizzlies leading
receiver in ‘95. He'll be looked to in the ground
attack this fall. Darren Babcock (5-11, 168)
brings senior leadership to the backfield.
Hartman will seek some depth from junior full-
back Joe Treiber (5-7, 190) along with some
other underclassmen.

Receivers
Junior Adam Phillips (5-9, 155) is a returning
starting flanker. Sophomore Sam Eliis (5-10,
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155) is a prospective contributor. The Grizzlies
are heavy on tight ends. Senior Jason
Hambleton (6-0, 200) is a veteran. Jeremy Hett
(5-11, 175) will provide senior leadership, and
there’s good size from underclassmen Charlie
Black (6-0, 190), Nathan Clay 6-3, 170) and
Drew Ricketts (6-4, 185).

Offenslive Line

Two big seniors will pave the way on the offen-
sive line. Toby Byrd (6-0, 235) and Josh Fiscus
(6-0, 245) both started last year. Senior guard
Toby Byrd (5'11, 190) saw spot duty.
Sophomore center Matt McConnell (5-8, 180)
is a likely regular.

Defensive Line

The defensive tackle spots look to be solid with
seniors Jeremy Mustain (5-11, 245) and San
Vail (5-11, 200 ready to build on their starting
experience. Junior Matt Gilpin (6-0, 275) could
clog the middle as well. Senior Ryan Good (6-
0, 200) is a veteran defensive end. Ricketts and
Clay will fight for the other spot. Hartman might
have a difficult time keeping Byrd and Fiscus
off the field. The two senior offensive linemen
are liable to see action defensively. )

Linebackers

Hambleton is back after finishing third on the
team in tackles last fall. Chris Martin (5-9, 170)
returns for his senior year at an inside line-
backer spot. Big plays are expected out of
junior Matt Horton (5-10, 175) who missed
most of last year with an injury.

Defensive Backs

Despite their youth, Hartman considers the
crop of defensive backs one of the stronger
position groups on the field. Once again this
year, Bebb will play on both sides of the foot-
ball. Phillips will contend for a regular spot at
the other corner. McCarty was the Grizzlies
leading tackler at safety, and even though the
junior will likely be playing quarterback, he’s too
good of a player to keep on the sideline on
defense. Senior Evan Osgood (5-7, 140) has
plenty of potential after playing a situational role
in ‘95, Ellis could find a spot in the defensive
backfield if he continues to progress.
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Neodesha (/e sirealks

Conference: Tri-Valley
Classification: 4A
District: 8
Head Coach: Rusty Amold
Years at School: 2nd
Record at School: 54

Blue Streaks have the potential to be a
| very good football tearn in 1996. They have
a large senior class coming back with a lot
of experience in the offensive backfield. But as
any coach will tell you, potential doesn't win foot-
ball games. The Streaks still have to get it done
on the field. “We are quick and aggressive,” Head
Coach Randy Arnold said. “We have a bunch of
kids who don't back down. Our size may not be
what it might need to be, but we have a lot of
heart”
Neodesha returns almost all of their skill posi-
tion players in 1996, but they may be
even more exciting on defense. “l look

1806 Noadsstia Biue Streaks Schedule
Septamber

6 ambokl

13 Baxter Springs
0 e

7 Fredoma
Botoher

4 Cherryvale
1 Yates Contor
18 Parsons

2% Labetts Comty
1 Coumbus

FIEET RE1

forward to our entire defense. We like to
swarm and punish people;” Arnold said.

While Arnold and his assistants,
Brian Masoner, Jim Amold and Scott
Stein are familiar with their players, they
have a lot to learn about their oppo-
nents in 1896. There are five new
teams on Neodesha's schedule includ-
ing all three district foes.

Offensive Back

A big reason for Coach Arnold's opti-
mism lies in the offensive backfield and
the one-two attack of twin brothers
Robbie and Ritchie Morrison (5-9, 155).
Both have been starting since their
freshman seasons. Ritchie will get the
call at quarterback and the first guy he'll
be looking to hand off to will be Robbie.

1995 Overall Record: 5-4
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 8
Defensive Starters Retumning: 8
Total Lettermen Retuming: 22

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 3

The latter Morrison stepped up big in
district play last year after playing wide receiver
most of the season and Arnold is expecting him
to do it again. “Robbie is one of those players
that could go where ever you need him," Amold,
said.

Look for junior Jake Purdunn (5-11, 170) to see
plenty of action at running back this fall as well.

Recelvers

There will be a real battle for the starting jobs at
wide receiver this fall. Arnold says he has six play-
ers that can play at any time. He expects to take

42 KOAM PIGSKIN PREVIEW Gb

advantage of his receivers more this season as
well. Seniors Jimmie Morrison (6-0, 180), Brian
Mitchell (5-11, 160) and junior Chris White (5-8,
150) have the inside track right now after gefting a
couple of starts last year.

Senior Jeremy Grogan (6-1, 190) and junior
Clint Schafer (6-0, 180) will probably have a few
balls thirown their way at the tight end position.

Offensive Line
Mention the Blue Streaks offensive line and
Amnold's eyes light up. “I think we have three of
the premier guards and center around,’ Arnold
praised. “They can stack up against anybody."
Senior Bryson Basore (6 -1, 180) and junior
Scott Jensen (6-0, 170) are the guards. Junior
Justin Newland (6-0, 175) will line up at center.
Senior Charles Fenech (5-11, 190), juniors
Kendall Schultz (5-9, 165) and Eric Ball (6-1, 22)
and sophomore Jamie Taliman (5-11, 180) will all
be counted on to contribute.

Defensive Line

Mickey Carpenter (6-1, 260) didn't waste any time
breaking into the starting ranks last year as a
freshman. He'll be joined on the D-line by
Newland, Grogan and Jimmie Morrison. The man
in the middle at nose guard should be either
Purdunn or Ball.

Linebackers

Scott and Bryson are back o anchor the line-
backing corps. Senior Justin Huguenin (6-1, 180)
will also be counted on fo make a big impact.
Several other players are ready to step in includ-
ing Jensen, Basore and sophomores Tyson
Carpenter (5-11, 180) and Tallman.

Defensive Backs
All of the starters are back including the Morrison
twins. Robbie was an all-league selection last
year at cornerback and Ritchie earned his share
of accolades for his work at safety. Mitchell will
man the other cornerback position.

“If our kids play up to their potential we'll have a
good season,” Arnold concluded.
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Northeast .o

Conference; CNC

The Vikings will have to over-achieve to be

seniors Josh Malcolm and Chris Doyle.

HORTON’S
PIZZA PLUS

PIZZA - DELI SANDWICHES
HOT, BROASTED, DELI ITEMS
CHICKEN - SIDE ORDERS

FIRST STATE BANK
ﬁ | ARMA, KANSAS s
fao ll  PHONES 347.4145 — 347.a554  FDI@

effective this season. They have a new We Deliver INSURANCE AND BONDS OF ALL TYPES ™™ ===
Classification: 3A coaching staff and just ten returning letter- Defensive Line $7.00 Minimum Order SEE - BRUCE or BRENT BEDENE
District; 7 men. Head coach Terry Phillips realizes the ~ The defensive line will definitely have to MONTHLY SPECIALS

Head Coach: Terry Phillips
Years at School: Tst

challenge. “We will be a very young team

relying on help from the underclassmen,’

develop quickly. Every position is up for

grabs. Fields is a likely starter. He is one of

Anything in the Store Delivered Except
Beer ¢ Cigarettes ® Lottery

Record at School: 0-0 Phillips said. the few pIéyers with varsity defensive line i FOX IN 9 v
il
experience. 235-0218 COMPLETE INSURANCE SERVICE
Offensive Backs 1601 E. 4th - Pittsburg
= 1 Returning starting quarterback Linebackers (Delivery area: Pittsburg City Limits) ¥ 1y CICRILESSEN
1996 Northeast Vikings Schedule Jimmy England (5-10, 170) will Seniors Malcolm and Craig Walker will !
347-8228 420 E. Washington
September have to use his experience and anchor the linebackers. They return to = Arma. KS 66712
| | - 101 N. West « Arm ’
maturity to lead the younger play- Vikings defense as starters. Look for Randy i a = E L
B Unioatown ey aFents e g Yt o 316-347-8679 * Fax 316-347-4807
13 Colgan Home ers. Sophomore Marcel Nelson (5- Walker to Doyleto compete for starting posi-
6, 135) has varsity experience, but tions with the linebacking corps.
20 Southeast Away ) o Py
27 Fron " at defensive back. He will have to
tenac ome .
use his speed to convert to running Defensive Backs
October back. This might be the most experienced part of
4 Caney Valiey Away the Vikings team. They return three starters
11 Erle Away Wide Receivers in the secondary. Seniors Jimmy Walker and
18 falena Home Look for Jason Warford (5-10, 185) Warford will be teamed with Nelson to lead
25 Riverton Home to handle most of the receiving the defensive backfield. Junior Bret Garrett
81 Baxter Springs Away duties. He is the only returning will have to help out as well on pass cover- '
starter at the position. The young age. Mﬂnday at 7 p.m.
o P il players will have to make an imme- s
diate impact. The team needs to find a cou- T“I FAI'I'
ple more players that can catch the ball on a
1995 Overall Record: 1-8 T .
1995 Playoff Record: \0-0 e
Offensive Starters Returning: 5 AT

Defensive Starters Returning; 6

Total Returning Lettermen: 10

This is another position that will be young.
Only junior Russell Horning (6-1, 250)
returns as a starter. Denny Fields (6-3, 170)

NEWS

KOAM-TV

NEWI )

JAV'S PREDICTION — WIN 3' LOSE 6 has varsity experience vat tight end. Other
players that will battle for starting spots are
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KOAMPIGSKIN PREVIEW 'gb 45



SWeY0 /aliams

Conference: Mineral Belt League
Classification: 8 man Division 1

District; 2
Head Coach: “Rod Wittmer
Years at School: 1st
Record at School: 0-0

1996 Osweyo Indians Scheduie
September

8 Hartiord

13 Cedar Vale
20 Amonret, MO
2 Gridley
October

4 8. Coffeyville
1" Thayer

18 Chetopa

% 8t. Paul

31 Bk Valley

1995 Overall Record: 1-8
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0

-~ Offénsive Starters Retuming: 3
Defgnsive Starters Returning: 5
Total Returing Lettermen: 10

s
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JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 4, LOSE 5

Away
Home
Away

Home
Away

Away
Away

od Wittmer thinks that he has stumbled
Rupon the fountain of youth. The first

year head coach in Oswego says that
the Indians youth is actually advantageous.

“Youth is not often considered a strength, but
this team is full of energy and ready to work at
anything they are asked to do, with full effort”
Wittmer said.

The Indians do have some senior leader-
ship, still, about two-thirds of this team will be
made up of freshmen and sophomores.

“The seniors are hungry. They want to prove
that they will be strong in leadership
and be able to push the team to give
all they have got,” Wittmer adds.

Another positive for this 8-man foot-
ball program can be seen in the
Indians weight room attendance this
summer. An 11 week program had an
av?rage of 21 of the 30 players pump-
ing iron.

Oswego has set a realistic goal of
-reaching the .500 mark this year. If
the Indians can mature in the early
part of the season, they will be com-
petitive in a tough district with
Chetopa and St. Paul.

Offensive Backs

Senior quarterback Bryan Back (5-9,
175) returns as the starting signal
caller. Back is a gifted athlete who
was the Indians leading rusher last
fall. Sophomore Brett Peine (6-0, 155)
is another quarterback who has big potential.
Two sophomore lettermen will handle the run-
ning back duties. Brad Napier (5-11, 150) and
David York (5-11, 165) will get the majority of
the carries.

Receivers

Tight end Andy Stammer (6-3, 185) sat out the
‘95 season, but the rangy junior has returned to
the program this year. Wittmer will go on a tal-
ent hunt in August to find some quality under-
classmen fo round out the receiving corps. This
will be a high priority with the passing game an

W9,

important part of the 8-man offensive attack.

Offensive Line

This position group shapes up to be one of the
strongest on the Indians team. Senior guard
Mike Brown (5-9, 180) and junior Adam Minor
(5-10, 200) are quality returning starters. The
sophomore combo of Kyle McCombs (6-1,
170) and Trevor Addis (5-10, 185) saw some
action up front in their freshman season. Other
candidates to earn a start in the trenches are
junior Deke Strickland (5-8, 175) and sopho-
mores Derek Taylor (5-8, 170) and Eric Wertz
(6-1, 270). Strickland is another player who
returns after sitting out last fall.

Defensive Line

Most of the interior linemen who play offense
will be expected to contribute on the defensive
front as well. Minor was a two-way starter as a
sophomore and is likely to pull double duty
again this season. Look for Addis, Stammer,
Strickland, Taylor and Wertz to compete for the
other spots on the defensive line.

Linebackers

Brown demonstrated outstanding linebacker
skills in his junior season. The Indians top
defensive player will have to lead the unit again
this fall. In addition to his quarterbacking duties,
Back will also likely start at linebacker. Depth
comes from the sophomore class, with
McCombs, Napier and York all competing for
playing time on the second line of defense.

Defensive Backs

The secondary is sound with starting safety
Matt Chayer (5-9, 125) and starting corner
Tony Cavitt (5-6, 135) returning. Chayer is a
senior and Cavitt is a junior. Both have the abili-
ty to stop the big play against 8-man attacks.
Peine is likely to find his niche at the other cor-
nerback. Wittmer will be scanning the large
group of underclassmen for some other talent-
ed defensive backs.

Ry
Daves
Hometown

Market

1007 Commercial Stroet ¢ %  Oswejgo, Kansas 67356

OPEN EVERYDAY 7AM-10PM
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Mon-Fri 11:30am-1:30pm
S. Highway 59
1011 Commercial
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/
AMERICAN STATE BANK

424 Commercial
Oswego, KS

GO INDIANS!
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Daily Specials
Homemade Pies
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and Bread

Carry-outs
Breakfast
Served All Day

! ’
Home cooked meals made just the way you want it!

Mon-Thur 316-795-3073 Fri & Sun

6am-8pm 1 Block E. of 4 Corners - Oswego 6am-2pm
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@ Jast Antiques,

A lovely little shop, full of charm and
atmosphere. Filled with antiques,
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Parsons s

Conference: SEK
Classification: 4A
District; 8
Head Coach: Charlie Nally
Years at School: 16th
Record at School: n/a

1996 Parsons Vikings Schedule
September

] Pittsburg

13 Coffeyville

2 Fort Scott -
27 Ghanute
October

4 " idependence
1! lola

18 Neodesha

2 Golumbus

3 Labette County

Away
Home
Away
Home

Away
tome
Home
Away
Home

takes less time for a defensive unit to gel

than it does for an offensive unit: Charlie
Nally is hoping that there is some truth to
that mindset. Parsons is loaded offensively,
with seven starters returning. The primary
concern is on defense where just a pair of
regulars are back for the 1996 campaign.

“We must rebuild our defense. Especially
in the secondary and at defensive end,” Nally
said.

“This team works hard and the players
have the right attitude towards competition.
They are goal setters,” added the
Vikings coach of 15 years.

The first goal is to beat Pittsburg.
Parsons opens the season on the
road against the Purple Dragons.
Nally says it's critical that the defen-
sive unit develops quickly to have a
chance in the first game, and in the
early part of the season.

It is a common belief among coaches that it

Offensive Backs

Shaun Hill (6-3, 185) is back after
gaining some valuable experience
as a sophomore starting quarter-
back. Hill is rangy and throws the
ball well. Nally and his staff will need
to find an able back-up. Junior Zac
Nally (6-1, 180) will be counted on
to lead the ground attack. Senior
William Stringfellow (5-11, 165) and

1995 Overall Record: 5-4
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0

Offensive Starters Retuming: 7
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5
Total Returning Lettermen: 16

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 4

junior lettermen, Derek Pierce (6-0,
170) and Tremayne Darkis (5-9,
180) yave plenty of potential at running back.
Junior newcomers Charlie Perez (6-0, 185),
and Adam Merrell (5-10, 170) will be com-
peting for playing time.

eceivers
The Vikings will look towards senior tight end
Jeremy Salsbury (6-2, 205) to provide lead-
ership among the skill position players.
Parsons is thin at the wide receiver spot.
Junior Kevin Brownewell (5-10, 150) could
emerge to be a major contributor, but the

.48 KOAM PIGSKIN. P R EV | EW 19b

coaching staff will need more support from
the crop of underclassmen.

Offensive Line

The foundation of the offensive line returns
with senior center Ross Hetlinger (6-0, 205)
leading the corps.-Senior guards Chris Minor
(6-0, 245), and Matt Huebner (6-0, 215) and
senior tackle Wyant May (5-11, 220) are all
seasoned veterans up front. Junior Chris
Jacquinot (5-9, 175) plays bigger than his
size. Senior Barney Pontious (5-10, 205) and
junior Corbett Boss (6-0, 230) will be expect-
ed to make contributions.

Defensive Line

The defensive line will have to excel in the
early season as the secondary develops.
Fortunately for the Vikings, seniors Spencer
Cramer (6-0, 210), and Rick Holsinger (5-10,
230) are back as returning starters. Junior
Dustin Scott (6-2, 260) was a role player last
fall, and could mature into an impact player.
The top defensive ends are senior Mark
Birmingham (5-11, 165) and junior Mike
Ramsey (5-11, 160).

Linebackers

Senior Mark Lee (5-9, 170) is back after a
productive off season. Hetlinger is a funda-
mentally sound tackler and will play two
ways. Those two seniors will have to perform
well on Friday nights, and they'li have to tutor
some of the young players in practice during
the week. The Vikings depth at linebacker is
an area that will get plenty of attention during
pre-season drills.

Defensive Backs

Pierce and junior Chas Thompson (5-8, 140)
will have to rise to the challenge of filling the
voids in the secondary. With limited experi-
ence, the defensive backs could be a target
of opposing offenses in the early season.
Junior Brad Bartelli (5-9, 160) has shown
promise of evolving into a starting defensive
back.
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Pittsburg o> drogons

Conference; SEK Upper Division

Classification: 5A
District: 4

Head Coach: Lamy Garman ~

Years at School: 32nd

Record at School; 231 -76-5

fter 31 years as head coach at Pittsburg

A:Iigh School, Larry Garman has seen
very possible obstacle. The veteran

mentor has also learned to overcome every
possible obstacle. With that in mind, Purple
Dragon fans should not be worried at the fact
that the 1996 team has just three starting play-
ers back, '

“We have a close knit, hardworking group of
players;’ Garman said. “We are very inexperi-
enced in some positions, but this group does
have an excellent attitude.”

Attitude could mean everything this fall as
the Dragons try to reload. The off-season con-
ditioning program was as intense as ever, and

Garman's troops have made tremen-

19986 Pittsburg Purple Dragons Schedule
September

6 Parsons liome
13 Webb City lome
20 Blue Valiey Away
2] Parkview Home
October

4 Garthage Away
1 Fort Scott Away
18 independence liome
25 Gotfeyvilie liome
November

1 Arkansas City Away

1 dous improvements in speed, quick-
ness and strength.

The lack of experience on the field
will be compensated for on the side-
line and in the press box. Garman's
staff of assistants is without question
the most experienced group of coach-
es that has stayed intact as a unit in
the entire region. Dennis Watson,
Mike Darlington, Merle Clark, Mark
Bolinger, Ben Bernhardt, Lee Brunetti,
and Bryan Mahnken will find a way to
transform this youthful group into
competitors.

While the experience in the lineup
is off par from years past, the quality
of opponents is not. Garman hopes
his team can get off to a fast start with
three out of the first four games at
home. One huge hurdle in that span
comes in week-two against rival
Webb City. A non-conference test in
Carthage follows, with a game against

1995 Overall Record: 7-2

1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 2
Defensive Starters Retuming: 1
Total Retuming Lettermen: 14

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 3

50 KOOMDIGSKIM prFEYyIFW 1Gh

highly regarded Fort Scott coming in
week-six. The district competition
includes matches with Independence,
Coffeyville and Arkansas City.

The Purple Dragons should have no prob-
lem in getting motivated for the Independence
game. The Bulldogs handed Pittsburg a disap-
pointing loss last October to knock them out of
the post-season.

Offenslve Backs

Junior Dane Arck (5-11, 160) inherits the quar-
terback position at Pittsburg High. Arck per-
formed well in spot duty last fall. Junior Josh
Lawson (6-2, 200) is one of the few returning
starters. Garmen expects the big fuliback to
continue to improve. Seniors Chris Pryor (5-9,

150) and Joe Blundell (-9, 165) have shown
good ability at the junior varsity level and will be
counted on to contribute. Doug Pickering (6-1,
175) is a junior with versatility. Classmate Jared
Garrow (6-1, 165) and sophomore Jeremy
Derringer (5-10, 180) will provide deptiTat the
running back positions.

Receivers

The Dragons are likely to employ a conserva-
tive passing attack. Senior tight end Travis
Akins (5-10, 170) will assume a leadership role
among the pass catchers, while junior Neil
Moore (6-1, 175) will be asked to make block-
ing his top priority.

Offensive Line

Senior Kyle Broyles (6-1, 240) returns as
Pittsburg’s premier lineman. Broyles was an all-
SEK selection as a junior. Seniors Jud Horning
(6-1, 230) and Mike Walters (6-2, 210) have
limited experience, but good work ethics and
should step into starting roles. A key to the suc-
cess of the offensive unit will be the continued
development of juniors Mark Broyles (6-3, 235)
and Rowdy Susnik (6-2, 215).

Defensive Line

Kyle Broyles will be the main force on the
defensive front at noseguard. Senior defensive
end Shane Collins (6-3, 220) is another veter-
an to be reckoned with. Pickering is a leading
candidate at the other end. Eric Munsell (6-0,
220) has worked hard to add 20 pounds to his
frame since his junior year. Garman and his
staff will have to scour the crop of young play-
ers to find help on the defensive line.

Linebackers

Lawson doubles as a hard hitting linebacker.
Senior Drew Polen (6-2, 155) makes the transi-
tion from defensive back to linebacker after
proving to be physical enough to initiate contact
on every play. Juniors Andy Klekacz (5-10,

180) and Jeff Untereker (6-2, 185) have honed
their skills at the junior varsity level and are
considered to be potential starters this year.

Defensive Backs /

Depth and experience in the secondary is a
major concern for Garman and his staff. Pryor
could figure to be a regular at defensive back
along with athletic sophomore Adam Meier (6-
0, 170). The defensive backfield offers any
young, skill player the opportunity to earn a
spot on the roster.
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Riverton

Conference: CN.C.
Classification: 3A
District: 7
Head Coach: Doug Buckmaster
Years at School: 2nd
Record at School: 9-3

@ Riverton players are wearing new tee
shirts around town this summer. The
attire reads, “Attitude is Everything.”

Indeed, this year's group has a winning atti-
tude. The Rams have been a perennial power
throughout the 90's and they are coming off an
impressive 9-3 season. Still, second year head
coach Doug Buckmaster would like to see his
players make a slight change in their overall
disposition.

“This team is laid back;” Buckmaster said.
“As coaches we know we will have 40 to 45
young men who will be a pleasure to work with,
they are real coachable. We are concerned
about their intensity level, and how hard they
will go out and compete. If the intensity
comas, we are capable of being right in

1996 Riverton Rams Schedule

Septmier

6 Southeast Home
13 Frontenac tiome
20 Colgan Mway
i} Erle Home
October

4 Girand hway
1 Ganey hway
18 Baxter Springs lome
25 Northeast hway
31 Galena Home

the middle of things."

The Rams must replace 14 starters
overall. Overall team speed is an asset.
Experience along the offensive line is a
warry.

“We have large numbers at the offen-
sive line position, along with good size,
but the majority of the players lack
Friday night game experience,’
Buckmaster said. “We are one year
away from having good depth up front”

The opener against Southeast is vital
for the Rams. The unproven players will
have to make improvements every
week if Riverton wants to have a
chance at a district championship.
Buckmaster thinks that Baxter Springs
is the pre-season favorite to be the
front-runner in the CNC league. He's
counting on his players to make signifi-
cant progress before the Rams and
Lions clash on October 18th in their first
district contest.

1995 Overall Record: 9-3
1995 Playoff Record: 2-1
Offensive Starters Retuming: 4
Defensive Starters Retuming: 4
Total Returning Lettermen: 30

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 3

52 KOAM PIGSKIN PrFVIFW 1Gh

Offensive Backs

Senior Brad Price (6-0, 175) steps in to
replace Jason Vanlandingham at quarterback.
Price did a three year apprenticeship under the
All-CNC performer, and brings some good
gkills to the position. Price played one complete
game last year, and threw for 200 yards and
two touchdowns on an impressive 16 of 25
night, Senior Matt Sturgis (5-10, 175) is the
most experienced ball carrier returning, The
fullback averaged almost 8 yards per carry in a
backup role last fall. Aaron Hight (5-10, 170)
showed big play ability in his sophomore sea-
son when he rushed for 159 yards and three
touchdowns on 25 carries. Hight also returned
two kickoffs for scores. Junior, Ryan Crottd (6-0,
170) will offer competition at fullback.

Yo

Recelvers

Senior flanker Travis Weaver (6-0, 175).and
junior wide receiver Andy Martin (5-11,:160)
are back in the Rams arsenal. Weaver is a
genuine threat after averaging nearly 30 yards
per catch last season. Martin has exceptional
hands and runs great routes. In addition,
Buckmaster thinks that Martin could play some
situational quarterback. Senior Josh Giesel (5-
10, 165) is a veteran defensive star who will
likely find a spot in the offensive unit as well.
Collin Burrows (6-2, 200) alternated at tight end
and offensive tackle last season. The senior is
an outstanding technique blocker.

Offensive Line ;

Senior Brandon Thomas (6-4, 255) is being
touted as the best lineman in the league. The
three year starter has improved his strength
and quickness during the off-season, and the
coaching staff expects him to be very motivat-
ed. Senior Justin Eakes (6-1, 185) could help at
guard, Deriek Durbin (6-2, 190) is & junior tack-
le who will be given a long look in summer
practice. Juniors Adam Anderson (5-10, 180)
and Justin Burrows (5-11, 185) along with
sophomores Josh Merrill (5-10, 210) and D.J.
Venturella are green but all have potential up
front.

Defensive Line

Thomas should take control of the defensive
front, too. Collins has experience at defensive
end. Eakes' specialty is defense, and the
coaching staff expects the senior to play an
important role at tackle.

Linebackers e
Robbie Crane (5-11, 200) could develop into
an excellent linebacker. Crane eamed a start-
ing spot at middle linebacker as a freshman,
but suffered a season ending knee injury in the
opening game last fall. After a successful reha-
bilitation, Buckmaster has lofty expectations for
the young linebacker. “As far as work ethic,
Robbie sets the standard;” the coach said.

Defensive Backs

Giesel will be a third year player at comer for
the Rams. Giesel has the best speed on the
team and is a good run support player. Martin
is also back as a veteran secondary performer.
Finding some depth in the defensive secondary
is an important objective.
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SECTIONAL HOME
3 Bedroom. 2 Bath

Slarting At

Used Homes Available

Hwy 69 So. & 160 « Plttsburg, KS - 316-231-8900

BUYING A HOME IS
EASIER THAN YOU THINK
FINANCING AVAILABLE

M50 5% DOWN

FREE DELIVERY
and SET UP!

//\
EXF LN Modern Home Center

Dan Wooten

-~ Van's
Steakhouse

Steaks = Chicken

Special discounts and
hours for school teams.

(Advanced notice of 1 week)

COLUMBUS

FORD - MERCURY, INC.

"ForD | “OUR DEALS
ARE REAL"
316-429-2200

Hwy. 69-96-7  Columbus, KS

Regular hours
10:30 a.m.-9:00 p.m. M-Sat.
11 a.m.-2 p.m. Sun.

CHERIE & LEONARD
VANLANDINGHAM

2447 S. Military
Baxter Springs, KS

I

Baxter Springs, Kansas
120 Military Avenue
(316) 856-3999

Columbus, Kansas
Rt. 2 Box 116A
(316) 429-1011

Joplin, Missouri
East Zora Avenue
(417) 626-8900

American Cars & Parts

Cleaned, Tested &
Guaranteed Parts
New Parts Department

SRR g I Y

Wats: 1-800-641-4604
W. 7 & Blackcat Rd. * Joplin

MIRANDA’S
RESTAURANT

Originally Baxter Bank,
Robbed by
Jesse James in 1876

N

Breakfast All Day
Lunch Specials Daily

Ribeye Steak Nights
Fri. & Sat.

OPEN
7am - 7pm
Mon.-Sat.

316-856-4434

1101 Military
Baxter Springs, KS
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St. Paul o

Conference: Mineral Belt League

Classification: 8 man Division 1
District; 2
Head Coach: Doug Tuck
Years at School: 8th
Record at School: 44-27

1896 St. Paul Indians Schedule
Seqtember

] Colony-Crest
13 Hartford

20 Cedarvale
27 B Valley
October

4 Thayer

1 Leroy

18 Finthills

25 Oswego

3 Chetopa

Away

Away
Home
Away

St. Paul, you won't have to wait until

September. Head coach Doug Tuck expects
pre-season practices to be heated. With half of
the starting spots up for grabs, a strong group
of underclassmen will fiercely compete to earn
a spot on the field on Friday nights in the fall.

“This group will work hard and we will have
competition at about every position,” Tuck said.

The Indians will try to get back into the 8-
man playoffs after a relatively disappointing
campaign in ‘95. St. Paul has won 42 games in
the last five years, and last seasons 5-4 finish
was a bit of a letdown.

Team chemistry must come togeth-
er as Tuck welcomes 20 underclass-
men to the program.

“Last year we had seniors who
were main contributors to our past
playoff runs and then a bunch of
young kids. We never really clicked as
a group. Now, we really don't have
that senior leadership, but at the
same time we might be closer as a
team,” Tuck said.

New on the schedule is Hartford
and Flinthills. The Indians will meet
Chetopa and Oswego in district play.
After losing a chance to qualify for the
playoffs last year, you can bet that St.
Paul will focus on the final two games
of the regular season.

If you want to see some competitive football in

Offensive Backs

1995 Overall Record: 5-4
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retumning: 5

Defensive Starters Retuming: 6

Total Returning Lettermen: 13

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2
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It will be a three man competition at
the quarterback position. Senior Willie
Bradshaw (5-9, 150) has some part-time expe-
rience. Tuck says sophomores Seth Born (6-0,
160) and Greg Grefer (5-11, 150) show
promise. Not a single experienced running
back returns. The coaching staff thinks they
might have to move some athletic players into
the backfield to fill the void if nobody from the
large group of freshmen or sophomores
emerges to assume the role.

Receivers
Brian Wagner (6-1, 190) is a promising pass
receiver. The junior earned first team Mineral

Belt League honors last year after catching 40
balls for over 400 yards. Sophomore Zack
Westhopp (6-1, 170} is another threat.
Westhopp was a standout on the Indian’s junior
varsity team in ‘95.

Offensive Line
The offensive line will be a key ingredient in the
Indian’s offensive attack. Senior Seth O’Brien

'(6-1, 190) was an MBL all conference selection

last year and will be called upon to assume the
leadership role. He’s joined by a pair of return-
ing starters in juniors Brian Wagner (6-1, 190)
and Jered Venneman (6-1, 185). Sophomore
Josh Smith (5-10, 160) could get thrust into a
starting spot at offensive guard. The center
position will be hotly contested with juniors
Chris Dent (5-11, 160) and Aaron Coomes (5-
10, 200) possible choices.

Defensive Line

O'Brien makes the move from linebacker to
defensive end after adding size and strength in
the off season. Gahman and Venneman return
along with sophomore sensation Jason
Wagner (5-10, 170) to make this group a force
to be reckoned with. In ‘95 the Indians held
their last six opponents to under 16 points in
every game. The defensive fine will have to per-
form if St. Paul wants to keep the streak intact.

Linebackers

Brian Wagner is back as one of the league’s
premier two-way players. Sophomore Joshua
Schoenhofer (5-10, 185) has mammoth poten-
tial and some experience after starting as a 9th
grader. Tuck says there is a large pool of under-
classman with junior varsity experience ready
to step up to complete the linebacking corps.

Defensive Backs

Bradshaw is the only defensive back who was
a regular last season. The senior quarterback
will be asked to be a big contributor in the sec-
ondary too. Born could find his nich at defen-
sive back while his offensive skills develop.

GOOD LUCK INDIANS!

“WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT
ST. PAUL HIGH SCHOOL

ATHLETICS AND ACADEMICS!”

Exchange State Bank

ST. PAUL
5th & Jefterson
St. Paul, KS
316-449-2225

GIRARD
108 E. St. John
Girard, KS

316-724-4911
“Two LocationsTo Better Serve You”

Member

FDIC

FULL
SERVICE]
BANK

HARDWOOD
Probpucrts, INC.

9th & Lincoln

O’BRIEN READY MIX

Serving your concrete needs
Integrity. Quality.

The foundation on which we have
built our business since 1945,

St. Paul, KS
316-449-2249

1-800-449-2257
St. Paul, KS 66771
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Southeast .-~

Conference: CNC
Classification: 3A
District: 8
Head Coach: Greg Gorman
Years at School: 2nd
Record at Schoot: 09

r the first time in five years, the name
F:Iate hanging above the football office in
Cherokee remains the same. Greg
Gorman is back for his second season at the

helm for the Lancers, and this year's seniors
are happy to see a familiar face.

“It's been a revolving door,” Gorman said.
“These kids haven't had any continuity in their
first three years. Last year we weren't very
good, but we improved every week. For the first
time ever, the players won't be learning a new
offense and a new system. The groundwork
has been laid”

Gorman brought the relatively com-
plex Delaware Wing-T offense to the

1996 Southeast Lancens Schedule

September

] Riverton Away
13 Uniontown tiome
20 Northeast Home
27 Baxter Springs RAway
October

4 Golgan Away
1 Galena tiome
18 Ganey Away
2% Cherryvale Home
8 Erle Home

program last year. The scheme suits
the Lancers personnel, and after a full
year, the players have a good grasp
of the misdirection offense.

“Rome wasn't built in a day,’
Gorman said. “Our first goal is to win
a game. Then a conference game.
Then a district game.”

if Southeast can accomplish those
realistic goals, then the senior class
can walk away with a real sense of
pride. And, who knows, maybe five
years from now those same seniors
will come back to their old school for a
visit and see Gorman’s name still
hanging above the door to the football
office.

Offensive Backs
Junior Chris Burns (6-0, 155) is the
heir apparent at quarterback. Burns

1995 Overall Record: 0-9
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 6
Defensive Starters Returning: 3
Total Returning Lettermen: 22

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 2, LOSE 7
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steps in for brother Benji who graduat-
ed in May. Gorman calls Burns a strong armed,
all around athlete, illustrated by the fact that he
was a starter on the basketball team as a
sophomore. The Lancers will probably use a
freshman at back-up. Sophomore fullback
Brandon Craddok (6-2, 190) returns in the
backfield. Craddok runs the trap play well and
is an adequate blocker. Slender Jason Jones
(6-0, 150) plays bigger than his size. The senior
has a good grasp of the offense after starting
last fall. The other running back spot is yet to
be determined. Juniors Brandon Short (6-1,
215) and Tim Geoghagen (5-10, 215) will get

strong consideration. Sophomore Chandler
Buzard (5-7, 140) is another possibility.

Receivers

Don't expect the Lancers to throw the ball
often, but when they do, senior Nathan Egbert
will be the prime target. Egbert returns after
breaking his collarbone midway through the 95
season. Trevor Beyeler (5-9, 135) is a senior
with some good experience. The tight end posi-
tion is vital in the Lancers offensive game plan.
Junior Rickey Vaughn (6-0, 180) has demon-
strated ability. If Short or Geoghagen don't start
in the backfield, Gorman thinks they could be
utilized at tight end. Dusty Parks (6-1, 170)
could make an impact as a freshman.

Offensive Line

Three seniors return as starters on the offen-
sive line to give Southeast a solid nucleus to
build an attack. Austin Amershak (6-0, 210)
tested out as the strongest player on the roster.
Wes Thompson (5-9, 180) is the logical choice
fo start at center, and Jeff Renn (6-3, 250) has
size and a sound understanding of the offense.

Defensive Line

Renn and Amershak will likely start both ways
on the line. The Lancers 4-3 defense calls for
quick and aggressive play in the middle.
Juniors Aaron Ritchal (5-10, 170), Jeff Han (5-
9, 175) and sophomore Jess Scheney (5-11,
180) all fit the part. Sophomore Joe Clark (6-2,
210) is a leading candidate fo see plenty of
playing time. [

Linebackers

Thompson will be expected to lead the line-
backing unit. Gorman says the senior has good
instincts and isn't afraid to fill gaps. Jones
makes the move from defensive end to line-
backer. Vaughn, Short, and Geoghagen should
all contend for a starting role.

Defensive Backs

The Lancers’ coaching staff feels pretty confi-
dent with three-fourths of the secondary. Edbert,
Burns, and Beyeler all are seasoned defensive
backs. Gorman will search hard to complete the
unit. The coach says, ‘If we see anybody with
intestinal fortitude, we'll suit ‘em up”

GUARANTEED!
-

Hardware * Ace Paints * Tools « Plumbing
Electrical - Lawn & Garden

PITTSBURG NOW AT GIRARD
2524 N. Broadway TWO LOCATIONS 615 West St. John
316-231-9250 316-724-6171

M-S 8-8, Sun 10-5

) =

M-F 8-6 Sat 8-5 Sun 10-4

M-F 9am
Saturday 7pm

This Fall

MEDICINEWOMAN
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Thayer eis

Conference: Mineral Belt League
Classification: 8-Man Il
District: 4
Head Coach: Vem Minor
Years at School: 22nd
Record at School: 100-91

ayer’s playoff hopes were literally
trashed last fall when the Flyers finished
in a 3-way tie for first in their district. The
tie was broken by putting the names of all three
schools in a trash can and drawing the winner.
It was not exactly an ideal way to settle things
to say the least. “Nobody was happy about it,’
says head coach Vern Minor. “It was just a bad
deal”
it will definitely help fuel the fire for this sea-
son, though. The Flyers think they have the tal-
ent to make sure there isn't any question about
which team advances to the post-season
despite losing six seniors from last

1506 Thayer Fiysrs Schedule
Soptomber

] Lorey

13 Colony Crest
4] B Valley
4 Wiisimsiury
October

4 St Pl

1 Oswepe

18 Codar Vol
4] Chetepa
Nevomber

8 Dexter

I §70F TIIY

year's club. “Usually when you gradu-
ate that many from this size school
you think about rebuilding, but | don't
think that's going to be the case,’
Minor said. “l think we are just going
to reload because we have some
good kids.”

Offensive Backs
Minor says it all starts with quarter-
back Brian Rousselle (5-10, 150).
The senior signal caller earned honor-
able mention honors in the Mineral
Belt League last year thanks to his
excellent speed. He can throw the
ball, but his running ability is his
biggest asset.

The Flyers lost two running backs
to graduation including Todd Babcock,

1995 Overall Record: 5-4
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 4
Defensive Starters Retuming: 4
Total Retuming Lettermen: 7-

JAY'S PREDICTION ~ WIN 6, LOSE 3

who racked up over 3,000 yards rush-
ing during his career. But, Todd’s
brother Chad (5-11, 190) is anxious to pick up
right where his big brother left off. The junior
will move to fullback after playing offensive
guard a year ago. “Chad is big and powerful.
He runs about a 5.1 seconds 40, loves contact
and loves to get after it coach Minor pointed
out.

Senior Jared Powers (5-8, 140) was a sec-
ond team all-league defensive end last year but
will move to tailback this Fall. He is probably
the quickest player on the team with a time of
4.9 seconds in the 40.

\
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Wide Receiver
Wide receiver is wide open heading into camp
this fall. Juniors Larry Raida (5-9, 140), Luke
Thornton (5-10, 140) and John Stout (5-10,
140) will all be fighting it out for playing time.
Senior Nick Borror (6-2, 160) appears to
have the starting tightend position locked up
despite playing only sparingly on offense last
year. Borror will also continue to handle all of
the Flyers kicking duties.

Offensive Line

Minor is really counting on senior Adam Ellis
(6-1, 230) to anchor the Flyers offensive line at
center. Ellis was a first teamer last year, and
according to Minor, he has to come through
again in order for Thayer to be successful.

Junior guard Vince Leck (6-2, 150) brings start-

ing experience back to the team.

Three players are fighting for the other start-
ing guard spot. Seniors Randall Stich (5-9,
140) and Ronnie Kissell (5-9, 190) have the
experience, but sophomore Troy Babcock (6-0,
200) will be pushing for playing time.

Defenslve Back

Chad Babcock, an honorable mention nose
guard last year, will man the center of the
defensive line again this fall. Leck, Raida and
Troy Babcock will probably all see playing time
at end.

Linebackers

Minor says he has the players to play the posi-
tion, it's just a matter of finding out which one’s
want to hit. You can expect to see Ellis back at
middle linebacker after earning second team
honors at that spot a year ago.

Defensive Backs

Powers and Borror will probably both see time
at safety. The cornerback spots are still up for
grabs. Minor says Rousselle, Raida and Stich

all have potential and will all have a shot at win-

ning starting assignments during camp.

FIrst
State BankH
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431-7090 Thayer, KS
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v STEAKHOUSE &

; “Home of the Butt Club for Two* 4@
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Uniontown -1

Conference: Three Rivers
Classification: 2A
District: 6
Head Coach: Jim Mason
Years at School: 5th
Record at School: 18-18

Tere is a contagious attitude spreading
around Uniontown. Do not be alarmed,
the affliction is called confidence and
head coach Jim Mason is happy to see that all
of his players have a been exposed.

“All during the off season our players have
talked very positive about the upcoming sea-
son,” Mason said. “They have fueled excitement
in each other and in our community. We will not
be cocky, but we will be confident. This group
will strap ‘em on and get after it

The Eagles were forced to play a freshman
quarterback and five sophomores for the
majority of the ‘95 season. Mason feels the
pains of the experience will be trans-
formed into a quality team this fall.

1006 Unientown Eagles Schodule
Soptomber

6 Northeast

13 Southeast

20 Pomona

14 Jayhawk Linn
October

4 Pleasanton

1 Gontral Heights
18 Marmaton Valley
% Colgan

81 Frontonac

Away

Away

Away

“They all did well with it, and with a
year of extra experience at the varsity
level, we expect them to be extra
tough this year,” Mason added.

Mason says his team deserves to
be successful after an intense off sea-
son conditioning program. All of the
interior linemen have made significant
gains in strength, and the skill position
players return quicker than before.

Season opening games against
Northeast and Southeast could give
the Eagles another healthy dose of
confidence before they embark on the
Three Rivers portion of the schedule.
Colgan and Frontenac are the elite
teams in the district according to
Mason, If Uniontown can knock off
one of those opponents, they have a
chance to compete for a district title.

Offensive Backs

1995 Overall Record: 4-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0

Offensive Starters Retuming: 6
Defensive Starters Returning: 7

Lettermen Retuming: 15

JAY'S PREDICTION ~ WIN 5, LOSE 4
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Sophomore Levi Neville (5-9, 150)
returns at quarterback after a learning
experience in ‘95. Mason has dubbed his
young signal caller “The Franchise,” and he is
putting a lot of stock into the belief that Neville
can lead the balanced offensive attack.
Fullback Ryan Miller (5-10, 175) is recovering
from a severe knee injury suffered during his
sophomore season. The junior is a physical
specimen and could be the Eagles main
weapon if he stays healthy. Two freshman run-
ning backs will be asked to contribute. Jeremy
Wiley (5-9, 160) is very mature physically and
Levi's younger brother Jeremy Neville (5-10,
140) is working with the same genetics as his
talented sibling.

Receivers

The receiving corps is youthful but experi-
enced. Junior wide receivers Luke Shephard
(5-9, 150) and Dereck Clayton (5-7, 130) were
baptized by fire a year ago. Mason says of
Clayton, “If you can throw it, he can catch it”
Junior tight ends Sam George (5-10, 150) and
Garth Herrman (6-3, 170) are good looking
bookends around the offensive line. George
was an honorable mention all-league performer
as a sophomore. Senior Gary O'Brien (5-10,
150) will push for playing time.

Offensive Line

Seniors Mike Speer (5-7, 205) and A.J. Haught
{6-1, 190) will head the troop of offensive line-
men. Speer is perhaps the most intense player
in the lineup and Haught is in excellent shape
after spending the summer in National Guard
boot camp. Seniors Jim Herrin (6-0. 205) and
Vern Schubert (5-11, 210) will vie for starting
spots in the trenches. Schubert is a transfer
with good work habits.

Defensive Line

Speer will be valuable as a two way starter on
the line. His defensive skills are stronger than
his offensive ability. Haught should be condi-
tioned enough to play every down as well. The
Eagles coaching staff wilt look for juniors Mike
George (5-7, 160) and Scott Jackson (5-8,
160) along with sophomore Ryan Irsik (5-11,
215) to compete for a regular position on the
defensive front.

Linebackers

The junior combo of George and Miller will
team to make the linebacking unit a strong
point of the defense. Both have good mobility
and a year of experience behind them. There
should be good competition among the under-
classmen to provide depth, with many of the
untested players physically fitting into the mold.

Defensive Backs

Three starters return to the secondary, includ-
ing speedy senior Brandon Pitts (5-6, 130).
Neville and Shepard will play both ways as
defensive backs. With an ability to cover a lot of

ground, O'Brien may be best suited as a safety.

ROATTION

1 BLOEDEI

KOAM-TV

Welcome Home to
News Channel 7 &
"Mnr. & Mrs.
Smith,”
Fridays at
8:00 pm, this fall.

MR. & MRS. SMITH stars Scott Bakula as “Mr. Smith,” a top agent for a
company specializing in detection and protection, and Maria Bello as
“Mrs. Smith,” a mysterious, beautiful free-lancer who spies for anyone
willing to meet her fee. Once these two meet, and the sexual chemistry
starts to take over, this “Nick and Nora” of the ‘90s will make one
dynamic duo- if they don’t kill each other first.

Engineering
Associates

* Land Surveys

* Environmental
Assessments

* Soil and Water
Conservation Design &
Resource Development

* Water System Design

¢ Geologic Investigation and
Soil Testing

» Computerized Site and
Topographic Survey

* Agricultural Waste Collection
and Utilization Systems

102 E. Second
Uniontown, Kansas 66779
(316) 756-4845

109 W. Sixth
Hugoton, Kansas 67951

- (316) 544-7071

/-~ Agricultural

Uniontown, KS 66779

~

WE'VE GOT THE TOOLS YOU NEED
TO DO THE JOB RIGHT.

» Grinders
Compressors  * Hammers
eairTools  Heating
» Automotive Ventilation
Tools * Hoists/Lilts
o Carpel Tools #Jacks  °

ﬁae"l/a&a

Telp 15 Just Atcenn) The Creners

+ Compaction  * Ladders Fort Scott *
Equipment ¢ Lighting 223-2660
* Cutting s Painting
Equipment  Equipment  1-800-606-3678
«Drills « Party 15th & National

* Earth Moving  Equipment
Equipment  + Banquet

@ =
« Fastaning Equipment

Equipment  * Plumbing ] -
+Generators  » Saws l:i A L@

UNION STATE BANK

“A Full Service Kansas Bank'
Serving The Area Since 1901”

“PROUD TO SUPPORT
UNIONTOWN & FT. SCOTT

ATHLETICS”

Member
Community Bankers Assn.
of Kansas

204 Sherman

316-756-4305

Member

FDIC

1009 S. Clark
Fort Scott, KS 66701
316-223-0066
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KOAM-TYV
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Nom

{
Sept 7
Sept 21
Sept 28
Sept 28
Oct 5
Oct 12
Oct 12
Oct 19
Oct 26
Nov 2
Nov 11
Nov 16
Nov (’23

COLLEGE FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

UCLA at Tennessee 7pm
Florida at Tennessee
Virginia Tech at Syracuse

o

CONFERENCES & DISTRICTS

Ozarks Conference
Joplin

Kickapoo™
Hillcrest*
Glendale*
Parkview*

Central*

Southwest Conference
Neosho

Webb City

Carthage

McDonald County
Nevada

Big 8 Conference
Seneca

East Newton
Lamar

Aurora* Jopiin Lamar
Monett* Glendale* Seneca
Mount Vernon* Kicapoo* Mount Vernon”
Carl Junction Parkview*
Cassville* Class 2A-District 11
Class 4A-District 10 Diamond
Westorn MO Conference  McDonald County East Newton
Liberal Neosho Ash Grove*
Jasper Republic* Stockton*
Rich Hill* Willard*
Adrian* Class 1A-District 4
Osceola* Class 4A-District 11 Jasper
Lockwood* Carthage Liberal
Cass Midway* Webb City Lockwood*
Appleton City* Nevada
Drexel* Harrisonville* *not previewed
Archie*
Class 3A-District 12
Class bA-District 12 Carl Junction

)Y FOOD & DRUG

Dec 7 A Armyivs. Navy 11am
Dec 31 g Nerwest Sun Bowl 1pm
Dec {81#" " FedEx Orange Bowl 6pm
Jan P Cotton Bowl 12:30pm
Jan 1 Tostitos Fiesta Bowl 7pm

\L J
“WHY PAY MORE”

20 Store Locatlions
Serving Arkansas,
Kansas and Missouri

Joe Silvestro
417-782-6957

JOIN THE WINNING TEAM!

If it's the fourth quarter & you need to
score, call us! We're top players in the
game of real estate! Professional, fast & fun!
Buy - Sell - Homes, Property, Commercial
Charles Burt Realtors- Million $$ Producers!

417-782-1234
800-231-4321

Kim Endicott
417-781-8900
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Sonny’s Country Mart

= ‘
caPI J““ctlon @Cgﬁy@?@@g New owners: Roy & Trudy Wright m BEAVER
! We have:
Kerosene AUTO
Lottery Tickets Mon.-Thurs. 6:30-11:00
position group. Junior Josh Bolinger (5-10, 165) Liquors Fri. 6:30-12:00 DETAIL

Conference: Big 8
Classification: 3A
District: 12
Head Coach: David Hedrick
Years at School: 3rd
Record at School: 5-15

1996 Carl Junction Bulldogs Schedule
September

6 Columbus

13 Gassvilie

20 Neosho

27 East Newton
October

4 McDonald Co.
n Aurora

18 Monett

2% Mount Vernon
November

1 Lamap

7 Seneca

1995 Overall Record: 4-6
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 7
Defensive Starters Returning: 7
Lettermen Returning: 15

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 5
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Home
Away
Away
Home

Home
Away
Away
Home

Away
Home

en head coach David Hedrick took
err the Bulldog's program two years
ago he set out to make Carl Junction
improve by ‘leaps and bounds’. The ‘leap’ is com-
plete. The ‘bounds’ could come this fall.

After suffering through a 1-9 season in 1994,
the Bulldogs finished with a respectable 4-6
record a year ago. The vast majority of that team
is back, and that's reason enough for optimism in
Bulldog territory.

“We are certainly looking forward to the ‘96
season,” Hedrick said. “We have just completed
our second year in the off-season conditioning
program and | feel like we truly have a better

opportunity to match up to our oppo-
nents.”

| Hedrick has seen a dramatic change

| in the work ethic and attitude of his play-

| ers after the modest success last sea-
son. The number of players interested in
being a part of the program has
increased, and that fact should help
Carl Junction become a desper team,
especially in the special teams.

A season opening test awaits the
Bulldogs against Columbus High
School. The close proximity of the
schools should help this develop into a
serious rivalry. The Big 8 Conference
schedule is as challenging as ever, with
Seneca, Monett, and Aurora expected
| to field quality teams.

“I don't know that any game will make
or break our season at this stage of our
program. The most important game all
season long will be the next game;’
Hedrick adds.

[ The second step towards rebuilding
this program will be as difficult as the
first step. However, with the experience

and spirit that is present in Carl Junction this year,
the Bulldogs will have a genuine chance to be
better than average.

Offensive Backs

Senior Chris Roy (6-2, 175) has some experience
playing behind Grant Dennis who was lost to
graduation. Roy has good size and is hungry to
be a part of the Bulldogs major turnaround since
his sophomore season. Hedrick will need to find a
back-up signal caller. Seniors Colby Mitchell (6-3,
210) and Austin Lawrence (5-10, 180) will com-
pete at fullback. Paul Dudley (5-7, 145) is a junior
tailback who possesses the best speed at the

will compete for a starting position along with a
slew of underclassmen.

Receivers

Kyle Amos (5-10, 165) returns for his senior sea-
son after an outstanding junior year. Amos caught
22 balls for 276 yards at the wide receiver position
and can be expected to put up bigger numbers
this fall. The Bulldogs haven't had a single play go
for more than 35 yards in the past two seasons.
Amos has the potential to change that statistic.
Senior Joe Starks (6-3, 185) and junior Bryce
Ransom (6-1, 175) have good hands and both
are good blockers. Competition will come from
Senior Brian Bolton (5-10, 165).

Offensive Line

Long hours in the weight room have paid off for a
trio of senior returning interior linemen. Clay
McCallister (6-1, 190), Jeff Grant (5-10, 185) and
Kyle Hawkins (5-10, 195) aren't huge, but they will
bring good footwork and an understanding of the
offensive schemes to the offensive line. Senior
Rhett Elliott (5-11, 205) and juniors Corban
Radley (6-2, 230) and Justin Reynolds (6-0, 195)
will battle for the remaining two spots up front.

Defensive Line

Mitchell will man the middle at noseguard.
McCallister and Grant will be called upon to play
both ways in the trenches. Elliot, Radley and
Reynolds will have to contribute to the defensive
front unless the Bulldog coaching staff can find
some of the younger players to step in.

Linebackers

Starks and Ransom will be the leaders of the
linebacker troops. Both made great strides
last fall. Bolton and Bolinger will compete for
a regular spot on defense after seeing limit-
ed playing time last season.

Defensive Backs

Roy was a full time player at free safety last year.
The Bulldogs quarterback is too big of an assett
defensively to only play quarterback. Lawrence
will most likely get the starting nod at the other
safety position. Amos and Dudley double as cor-
nerbacks. Junior Drew Atherton (5-11, 150) will
push for playing time. Hedrick calls junior Trent
Carrender (5-9, 180) a top newcomer who will get
an opportunity to play in the secondary.
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Conference: Southwest
Classification: 4A
District: 12
Head Coach: Jesse Wall
Years at School: 1st
Record at School: 0-0

446 oo

ere is a new head coach, a new
I offensive scheme and a new defen-
sive package at Carthage High
School. Still, first year mentor Jesse Wall
wants to get back to something old.

“We are striving to build on the tradition of
excellence which has been established by
former coach Ray Harding,” Jesse said. “We
want a disciplined team that will win with
class.”

Wall takes over for Harding after serving
as an assistant at Webb City for many years.
The former Pittsburg State star offensive
lineman is looking forward to his first head
coaching job.

“We have excellent senior leader-

1996 Carthage Tigers Schedule

September

6 Lebanon Away
13 Hilicrest liome
20 open

rdj Jopiin Away
October

q Pittsburg Home
1" McDonald Co. Away
18 Neosho liome
25 Nevada Away
November

1 Harrisonville liome
1 Webb City lome

ship. That leadership, along with the
hard work the kids have done this
summer and during camp should
pay off,” Wall said.

Carthage will have extra motiva-
tion when assistant coach Kenny
Sutton returns to the program.
Sutton was involved in a severe car
wreck last year and is expected to
be back on the sidelines after a gru-
eling rehabilitation.

All of the new pieces will have to
come together quickly if the Tigers
want to live up to their lofty expecta-
tions. Carthage opens with Lebanon
and then plays Hillcrest before an
open date. Then it’s into the fire with
consecutive games against Joplin
and Pittsburg. The season finale at
home against Kurt Thompson and
the Webb City Cardinals will be

1995 District Record: 1-2
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 3
Defensive Starters Retuming: 7
Total Returning Lettermen: 13

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 4, LOSE 5

intriguing as the two old friends go
up against each other, possibly with playoff
ramifications.

Offensive Backs

Junior quarterback Jared Patrick (5-7, 150)
looks to be the top candidate to play quarter-
back. As Patrick develops, senior running
back Jerry Poston (5-11, 195) will have to
lead the offensive backfield. He has a tough
act to follow. Scott Daniels got the vast
majority of carries for the Tigers last season.
Daniels has graduated and will be a member
of the Missouri Southem football team this
fall.
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Receivers

The receiving corps is a big question mark
headed into August drills. Jubal Shields (5-
11, 198) is a junior with some playing experi-
ence. Wall and his staff will sift through the
crop of young players to compiete the start-
ing lineup. e

Offensive Line

The Tigers have thres voids to fill on the
offensive front. The good news is that
seniors Eric Waters (6-0, 235) and Chartie
Loveless (5-10, 222) are back as retuming
starters. Offensive line play is Wall’s'special-
ty, and if he can find some underclassmen
willing to work hard, they should be able to
learn quickly.

Defensive Line

The defensive line will have to play well in
the early season to keep Carthage competi-
tive while the new offense takes shape.
Down linemen Ryan Simmons (6-0, 185)
and Tony Gourley (5-10, 220) retum for their
senior year with added size and a starting
experience. There are three strong candi-
dates to play defensive end. Senior Bridger
Shields (5-11, 195) was consistent last year.
Brother Jubal Shields will battle with fellow
junior Chris Brown (6-0, 185) on the other
side. Don't be surprised to see all three of
these players eam a spot somewhere on the
defensive unit.

Linebackers

Poston is the kind of player that could play
every down every Friday night. The Tigers
will look to the senior linebacker for leader-
ship. Senior Andy Waynick (5-8, 172) has
slimmed down since his junior year.
Waynick’s off-season workouts will make
him more mobile at linebacker. Junior Craig
Kyte (5-9, 180) broke into the starting lineup
last season and will have to continue to
excel in Carthage’s new defensive package.

Defensive Backs

The defensive backfield will have to make up
for a lack of size with an abundance of speed.
Senior Jake Charleston (5-10, 160) can cover
a lot of territory. Patrick is a potential two-way
player, and junior Paul Norbury (5-5, 140)
could make his mark in the secondary.
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Diamond /s

Conference: Independent
Classification: 2A
District: 11
Head Coach: Jarrod Borland
Years at School: 1st
Record at School: 0-0

1896 Diamond Wildcats Schedule
September

8 Pierce City
13 - Sarcoxle

2 Mount Vernon
27 Greentield
October

4 Miler

1" Bye

18 Marionville
2% Stockton
November

1 Ash Grove

7 East Newton

1995 Overall Record: 2-7
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuning: 7
Defensive Starters Returning: 6
Total Lettermen Retuming: 14

Away

Away

Away
Away

ere is a new coach in town and he’s
I promising to shake things up. Jarrod

Borland is preparing for his first season
at the helm of the Wildcats-after spending the
last two campaigns as an assistant in Eldon,
MO. The first thing Borland did was change
the uniforms to a more modem look with the
hopes of installing a new attitude among his
players.

Unfortunately, Borland’s first good look at
those players didn't come until the start of
camp July 22. The University of Missouri grad- .
uate considered that just one more challenge
to conquer, though. “We look to have
a great year and begin a winning tra-
dition in Diamond football,” Boriand
said.

Another challenge Borland and his
assistants, Dustin Miller, Richard
Curran and Jon Oetinger face in 1996
is overcoming the team’s lack of size.
The Wildcats hope to counter that
with a solid group of experienced line-
men and good speed in the backfield.

Offensive Backs

Robert Creekmore (5-10, 140) is
expected to pack most of the punch.
Creekmore is a 3-year starter who did
a little bit of everything for the Cats in
1995 including quarterback. Coach
Borland is hoping to have him con-
centrate solely on running back this
year, though. Classmates Brian
Trevino (5-9, 145) and J.T. Trujillo (5-
10, 150) will also see plenty of time at
running back.

Junior Josh Merrimén (6-1, 180) will be at
the helm of the Wildcats this fall. He started
the last few games of the 1995 campaign and
eamed his stripes as a top-notch field general.
The Wildcat coaches are impressed with
Memiman’s passing accuracy. Freshman Joey
Petty will serve as an apprentice in 1996.

Recelvers
Split end Ben Crager (5-11, 140) will more than
likely be the beneficiary of all of those lobs.

[V A RV NI R 35 The senior is the best receiver on the team and
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possesses good hands and above average
.

speed. Junior Matt Vance (5-10, 150) will also
be called on to haul in his share of passes.

Wildcat fans will want to keep an eye out for
‘Wil Bridges (6-3, 185) as well. Bridges athleti-
cism on the basketball court has the coaches
thinking about moving the senior from tackle to
tight end this season. Junior Beau Johnson (6-
0, 160) will line up in that position from time to
time also.

Offensive Line

The Wildcats are set at guard. Senior starters
Zack Kuhn (6-1, 230) and Josh Addington (5-
11, 200) are back for another campaign.
Borland describes both as being quick and
very aggressive. Classmate Ryan Felty (6-1,
200) is back to defend his starting tackle posi-
tion while freshman Jake Meriman will be
expected to contribute right away.

Defensive Line

Kuhn, Addington and Felty are all two-way
starters and if you think they're agressive on
offense, wait til you see how they are on
defense. The trio of trench masters take on a
whole different attitude when they line up on
defense.

!

Linebackers

This appears to be the weakest point on the
Diamond squad heading into the season sim-
ply because of the lack of depth and experi-
ence. Bridges is the only starter retuming at
the position, however Truijillo and Vance have
seen playing time at linebacker. Borland says
shoring up the linebacker spot will be one of
his first goals during training camp.

Defenslve Backs

Creekmore is the main man in the Wildcaf sec-
ondary. Borland describes His free safety as
“...a heavy hitter type. One of those guys
who'll come up and make the play.”
Sophomore comerback Manny Long (5-10,
130) is the only other starter retuming at defen-
sive back. Trevino and Johnson will probably
get the majority of the playing time at the other

spots.
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East Newton ...

Conference: Big 8
Classification: 2A
District; 11
Head Coach: Larry Bunn
Years at School : 6th
Record at School: 25-30

arry Bunn figures his young team has
Lseven games to mold before attempt-

ing to win a fifth consecutive District
Championship. With 13 players graduated
from the ‘95 team that won the most games
in school history, the Patriots have a big
challenge ahead.

“Our young players are a talented group,
but the Big 8 is a tough place for youngsters
to cut their teeth,” Bunn said. “If we stay
healthy, we will try to make a run at districts.”

The conference season sends East
Newton on the road for three of its
first four games. While most of the

1896 East Newton Patriots Schedule
September

] Lamap Away
13 Aurora Home
2 Cassville Away
2] Carl Junction Away
October

4 Monett liome
11 Seneca Home
18 Mt. Yernon Away
25 Ash Grove liome
Novembep

1 Stockton Away
7 Diamond liome

1995 Overall Record: 8-3
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 2
Defensive Starters Returning: 2
Total Returning Lettermen: 10

JAY'S PREDICTION —- WIN 4, LOSE 6
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underclassmen have little on-field
experience, they have been a part
of a successful program and Bunn
is hoping that the winning attitude is
contagious. The Patriots are bank-
ing on Senior leadership from Tim
Gripka and Jake Hobson to stay
competitive in the Big 8. If East
Newton can improve throughout the
conference portion of the schedule,
they should have a chance at keep-
ing a streak of 13 consecutive dis-
trict wins intact.

Offensive Backs

Gripka (6-0, 155) returns as the
Patriots’ signal caller. He's a proven
winner and understands the offen-
sive scheme. Junior Floyd Renner
(6-10, 170) was injured the last two
years, but will be counted on heavily at run-
ning back. Bunn calls sophomore Clay
Brown (5-11, 175) an extremely talented ath-
lete that could make a big difference. Other
ball-carrying candidates include sophomores
Bryan Johnson (5-9, 135) and Patrick Chelf
(6-6, 160). Johnson is a potential big play
man while Chelf is an untested transfer from
Texas.

Receivers
All around athlete Matt Breedlove (5-8, 135)
and Joey Wimsatt (5-8, 140) are juniors that

will handle the majority of the pass catching
duties. Bunn will need to find some depth to
complete the corps.

Offensive Line

Hobson (5-5, 175) will anchor the young unit
at tackle. The other four interior spots are up
for grabs. Bunn calls the offensive line one of
his biggest concems. The fate of the Patriots
could ride on whether the voids can be filled.

Defenslve Line

The senior combo of Jamie Gossett (5-10,
195) and Matt Harris (6-3, 210) returns. Both
players will be counted on heavily in the
early season to keep the Patriots in games
against explosive Big 8 Conference offens-
es. Standout noseguard Dan Cullers has
been lost to graduation and Bunn will need
to find a replacement to control the middle.

Linebackers

Hobson will pull double duty and lead the
team defensively at linebacker. Renner saw
some action at the position last season and
could find his niche on the defensive side of
the football. Bunn will look for an underclass-
man or two to emerge to complement the
position group.

Defensive Backs

There's a strong possibility that the Patriots
won't have a single senior in the secondary.
Juniors Kyle Hedrick (5-11, 165) and Bryan
McFarland (5-11, 160) have good speed and
good size for the position. Depth shouldn't
be a problem with Breedlove, Wimsattt,
Johnson and Brown all competing for spbts.
CGripka proved to be a capable defensive
player in the secondary in his sophomare
season, and Bunn might choose to use his
quarterback as a two-way player while this
group matures.
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Jasper -

Conference: WEMO
Classification: 1-A
District: 4
Head Coach: Crant Reed
Years at School: 3
Record at School: 6-13

Reed long to figure out what kind of team he is
going to field this season, The Eagles open
the season against Cass-Midway, a team they
haven't faced in two years. But Reed is already
calling it the Eagles’ biggest game of the sea-
son. “The first game usually shows the heart of
your players. It points out adjustments that
need to be made and where we need to get bet-
ter,” says Reed.
The season opener will also be one of the
first chances Reed and his assistant
coaches, Steve Hummel and Bill Hodge, will
have to see most of their players in action. The
majority of the club is made up of freshmen.
However, that hasn't hurt their drive

It shouldn't take Jasper head coach Grant

and determination. “This year's team,
while not senior dominated, has

1896 Jasper Eagles Schedule shown dedication in the weight room,”

September Reed says. ‘| feel that this group of
young men have the ‘want to win'.”

8 Cass Midway Away There are more players to work

13 Drexel Away with this season, too. Reed is expect-
ing about 30 players to compete this

A Adrizn Home fall after only suiting up 23 a year ago.

2] Rich Hil Away Look for the biggest changes to

October come on defense this season. !
Defensive coordinator Hodge, who is

4 Archie Home retuming to Jasper after two years at

Osceola Lone Jack, MO, is planning to change

1 Away the defensive scheme froma5-3to a

18 Appleton Gity Home 44,

% Open Offensive Backs

November According to Reed, replacing Robert

1 Lockwood Home Chapman at quarterback will be his
biggest concermn on offense. Junior

7 Liberal Away Michael DeGraff (6-0, 160) is ready to
step in and take over after spending

1995 Overall Record: 3-7
1995 Playoff Record: 00
Offensive Starters Retumning: 7
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5
Total Returning Letterman: 14

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 4

last season at tight end. However,
look for freshman Justin Storm (5-7,
130) to challenge DeGraff for playing time.
Storm adds a different dimension because he
can also play running back and run the option,
The rest of the backfield is in place. Senior
Zac Whiteley (5-11, 210) is ready to pick up
where he left off in 1995 when he rushed for
960 yards. Whiteley has beefed up to 210
pounds, yet still runs the 40 in only 4.7 seconds.
Junior Ronnie Fleniken (6-0, 170) is retumning to
the team after sitting out the 1995 season.
Fleniken, a stand-out for the basketball Eagles,
possesses good speed and will team with
Whiteley for a great one-two punch. Altogether,
Coach Reed is expecting a solid ground attack.

72. KOAMPIGSKIN PREVIEW Qb

Receivers

DeGraff won't have any trouble recognizing his
favorite target at receiver. Junior Jason
DeGiraff (6-11, 160), Michael's identical twin
brother, will be hauling in passes from his split
end position. He'll be joined by senior flanker
Seth Bruffet (5-5, 120) whom Reed calls the
strongest person on the team percentage-wise.
Junior tight end Chevy McKinzie has shown
how athletic he can be on the track where he
qualified for state in both the high jump and
pole vault. McKinzie is the fastest player on
the Eagles squad with a time of 4.65 seconds
in the 40.

Offensive Line

Probably the biggest strength for this year’s
Jasper team is the offensive line. Five players
with varsity experience are back including
senior tackle Fred Reyes (6-0, 235).. Reyes is
a two year starter who broke the Eagles’ old
bench record in the weightroom by lifting 330
pounds. He will be joined in the trenches by
senior guards Kyle Etcheson (6-1, 170) and
Trent Dodson (6-0, 170).

Junior Nathan Wine (5-10, 170) will hold
down duties at center. Also, look for junior Tye
Dodson (6-1, 215) and sophomore Jeremy
Pennington (5-9, 150) to make an impact.

Defensive Line

“Defensively we will need to mature as the sea-
son progresses. We are not very big or excep-
tionally fast, but several players have had varsi-
ty experience,” Reed says. That includes
Reyes, Wine and Etchison. Sophomores
Devin Berryhill (5-11, 250) and Casey Rives (6-
0, 220) will also be back in 1996.

‘Linebackers

When Whiteley isn't running over people on
offense, he'll be running into them on defense.
The big running back will have a lot of compa-
ny in the linebacking corps this season, though.
Fleniken’s return will free things up on the
inside and allow Wine to move to the outside.
Jeremy Pennington (5-9, 150) will also be
called on to step it up after earning a varsity let-
ter his freshman season.

Defensive Back

Two year starter Jason DeGraff is back to
anchor the defensive secondary from his cor-
nerback position. Brother Michael wont be far
off and McKinzie should also see playing time
at free safety.

i
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Joplin -0

Conference: Ozark succeeds Mickey Heatherly who retired from the 10, 170) retums. Senior tight end Jeff Newman * Golf * Roller Hockey
L Eagles program after nine seasons at the helm. {6-3, 200) will push for a starting nod. Wide « Softball « Treadmills pLﬂV “T H@ﬂ || Iﬂ'
Classification; 5A Loyd brings an impressive resume to Joplin High receiver coach Jeff Greene will look to senior Dan . ]
District: 12 School. After a brilliant career at Joplin Memorial Pinkerton (6-1, 175) to be a big play man. There * Baseball * Weights
s High School, Loyd went on to play quarterback is plenty of skilled pass-catching juniors compet- * Rollerblades * Exercise Equipment
Head Coach; Mike |.0yd with the St. Louis Cardinals and a pair of ing for a spot, with Mario Rogers (6-0, 170), Brian « Much More
Canadian Football League teams. With ten Strickland (5-10, 165), and Alex Belt (5-11, 155)

Years at School: 1st
Record at School: 0-0

ike Loyd ushers in a new era at Joplin
High Schoo!. The former Northeastem
Oklahoma A&M Junior College coach

starters retuming from last years club, and a fresh
attitude, the new man in charge has reason for
optimism in his debut season.
“We could be very competitive if the senior
class provides the proper type of leadership,”
Loyd said.

offensive schemes from NEO A&M to the Joplin

Receivers
The starting tight end tandem of junior Wil
Shagets (5-11, 185) and senior Brad Borello (5-

all very capable.

Offensive Line

There is a degree of uncertainty on the offensive
line. Senior Shane Munn (6-3, 250) is the anly
retuming starter and will anchor the unit. Senior

£ A & wgl

We Buy, Sell, Trade & Consign Used and New Sporting Goods

Sports Equipment That’s
Used, But Not Used Up

2401 E. 32nd Street
Joplin, Missouri

626-7529

SM
B Joplin's schedule is as interesting, Mark Hedrick (5-9, 220) has some valuable expe-
1896 Joplin Eagles Schedule and as challenging, as it has been in rience up front. The other three spots are up for
years. In addition to the regular Ozark grabs. Offensive Coordinator Dick Kruse will have
September Conference foes, the Eagles play to find some younger players who possess good
6 Hillcrest Home perennial powers Webb City and Blue braun and good brains to make the Eagles an ® /
" Springs. Other atiractive opponents efficient offensive team.
13 Blue Springs Home include Carthage, Coffeyville and : \
20 Webb City Away Nevada, Defensive Line
97 Carthage Home Loyd has a transition to make from The defensive line might be the most solid posi-
coaching extremely talented, but some- tion group on this team. Senior Archie Jordan (6- .
October times undisciplined players, to coaching 2, 210), junior Travis Hicks (6-3, 250) and Wilson (Z'ﬁe Wﬁlt@ .q'[ouse
developing players in a more stable all retum with more size and more strength than a ; i )
4 Coffeyviti Away environment. The former Norseman year ago. Newman is a likely starter at defensive Asstisted = iy
1 Nevada Away head coach should thrive in his new end. It will be imperative for this group to shine in ' '
18 Central Home surroundings. the early season while the offense develops.
. “This team is hungry to win and to
25 Kickapoo Away compete, and to get into the playoffs,” Linebackers
Novemben Loyd said. Junior Jeremy Stout (5-9, 185) is a versatile line-
N if the Eagles can improve and gain backer with a nose for the football. Doerge and The area's biggest & best softball
1 Parkview Rway confidence throughout the month of Flager lack classic linebacker size, but could find facility is now the home of the...
7 Glendale Home September, a post-season berth is well their niche on the defensive side of the football.
within reach. Darren Hotelling moves from coaching the wide :
TS o receiver to coaching the linebacker. He must find Baxter S_Prmgs’ Kansas Mt
Offensive Backs some additional talent from the corps of under- 120 Military Avenue DQ‘S DO :
No doubt Loyd will bring some of his high scoring  classmen. (316) 856-3999 Sp American Cars & Parts

attack. Loyd must find a quarterback to run the Defensive Backs —r— ing indoor basketball, soccer, :
1995 Overall Record: 64 show. Junior Tony Fogleson (5-9, 170) is athletic There is not a lack of depth in the defensive sec- F“‘“""::l;;ba“'m:l”:n;‘:-“ Cleaned, Tested &
1995 PIayoff Record: 0-0 and could be a good student with the former NFL  ondary. Bookend starters are junior Brian Columbus, Kansas Guaranteed Parts
' ' signal caller as his tutor. Senior Doug Wilson (5-8,  Strickland (5-10, 150) and senior Peston Wynn VEMBER!!!
Offensive Starters Returning; 4 240) is a sfrong, hard-running fullback who should  (5-10, 155). Both are experienced and aggres- Rt. 2 Box 116A STARTINGINNG New Parts D epartment
e ‘Stl rters Retuming: 6 provide leadership in the backfield. A tailback will  sive. Fogleson is an able cover man and could (316) 429-1011
EIENSIVE Jtarters Retur ning: have to emerge to complement the running see the field on passing situations. Rogers and Corner of
Total Returning Lettermen: 14 game. Junior Mark Graham (5-10, 155) is light- Fields will battle to become a regular at defensive Newman & Prosperity Roads
ning quick and could develop into a threat as a back. -
camer. Sers 156, 160) i in. Missouri Joplin, O Wats: 1-800-641-4604
ball carrier. Senior Chad Doerge (5-6, 160), junior Joplm, Missouri ’
Josh Flager (5-7, 163), or mores Tierra W. 7 & Blackcat Rd. ¢ Joplin
oo JAE i . East Zora Avenue 624-5237
JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7’ LOSE 3 Fields (5-10, j70) and Jay Hall (6-0, 200) will | (4 1 7) 626-8900 | 417- )
have to contribute. L I!I: E
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Lamar -«

Conference: Big 8
Classification: 3-A
District: 12
Head Coach: Mike Rader
Years at School: 7th
Record at School: 30-31

1996 Lamenr Tigers Schedule
September

6 East Newton
13 Nevada

20 Butier

2] Aurora
October

4 Cassville

1" Monett

18 Open

25 Seneca
Novembep

1 Garl Junction
8 Mount Yernon

1995 Overall Record: 8-3
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 5
Defensive Starters Returning: 7
Total Retuming Lettermen: 21

JAV'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2

lome
Away
Away
Home

liome
Away

Away
Away
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Coach Mike Rader and his staff welcome

back only 12 starters from last season's club
that went 7-3, but 10 of those positions are filled
by seniors. That group of players is 21-11 in their
three years of varsity action and Iookmg to go out
on top.

Standing in their way, as usual, will be the
defending state champion Seneca Indians. But
the schedule makers were kind to the Tigers this
season. Lamar has a bye the week before taking
on the Indians, giving Rader about two weeks to
prepare for Seneca.

Rader feels the Tiger’s rigorous conference
schedule should also help them get
ready for big games. “We feel the Big 8
is one of, if not the toughest 3A confer-
ences in the state. Last year, in a sup-
posedly down year for the league,
Seneca went 14-0 and won a state title.
If we can can be competitive here we
feel we can play against anyone in the
state,” Rader says.

1 986 could be the year for the Lamar Tigers

Offensive Backs

Brent Thieman (5-8, 165) will be count-
ed on to carry the load (not to mention

[ the ball) for the Tigers in 1996. The

| senior running back rushed for 800 .

| yards a year ago and will have to have
another big season in order for Lamar
to remain competitive. He will get help
from a handful of other retuming letter-
men who also saw time in the backfield
last season. Seniors Jared Feris (5-10,
175) and Brice Caruthers (6-0, 185) will
fight for playing time along with junior
Jim Hillman (6-0, 195).

Michael Miller (5-8, 150) appears to have the
inside track at quarterback. The senior signal
caller started a year ago and has the edge in
experience. Look for junior Courtney Roth (6-1,
165) to see some playing time at quarterback as
well.

Receivers

Nathan Furst (6-2, 160) is back to head up the
receiving corps. Furst started for Coach Rader as
a sophomore a year ago. He'll be teamed up
with senior letterman Zach Masterson (6-2, 165).
Shane Taylor (6-3, 180) will handle responsibilities
at the tight end position.

Offensive Line

It all starts up front with Tyler Timmons (5-11,
225). Timmons has been a mainstay in the Tiger
trenches since he was a freshman and would like
nothing more than taking the team to the top in
his final season. The same goes for classmates
Andy Van Gilder (6-4, 250), who started at tackle
last season and Brian O'Sullivan (5-11, 210), who
started at tackle. Those three will be pushed by a
trio of other familiar faces on the O-line. Senior
guards Jeremy Loveall (6-0, 180}, Nick Jeffries (5-
10, 180) and Dusty Bronson (6-0, 170} all saw |
some playing time a year ago and are being
counted on to step forward this fall. Junior Brian
Parrish (6-3, 190) appears to have won the battle
for the starting center position.

bDefe‘nsive Line

Timmons isn't only limited to work on offense. He

! is a 3-year starter at nose guard also and will be

expected to anchor that unit as well. Senior tack-
les Chad McCulloch (5-11, 220) and Jared Ellis
(5-11, 260) are both expected to retain their start-
ing roles and make major contributions. Loveall,
Bronson, Taylor and Arty Turbeck (6-3, 250) have
also seen playing time at D-line and should push
for more this fall.

Linebackers

Rader says the 1996 Tigers will be a defense
oriented team which means he’s counting on
some players who were only spot starters a year
ago to become fuII-tlme players this season.
That is espemally true at linebacker where
O'Sullivan and senior classmate Brandon Vaughn
(5-9, 160) are the only retuming starters. Those
two will handle anything that comes their way on
the outside. Among the players Vying for the
remaining positions are three lettermen:
Caruthers, Parrish and Hillman.

Defensive Back

The secondary may be the strongest part of
Lamar’s team in 1996. Miller and Roth should
both hold down their starting comerback spots
unless Rader decides to have one of them con-
centrate solely on the quarterback job. Other
lettermen retuming at D-Back include Masterson
and Ferris. And according to Rader, Thiemen is
ready to step into the secondary, if needed.

Countryside Chrysler Dodge
proudly supports
The Lamar Tigers
Football Team

'CHRYSLER
\ 1111 12TH STREET

e LAMAR, MO °+ 417-682-2929 j

N

Lamar Duck says
' Go Tigers!

Roosevelt Bank
The Smart Place To Bank

iovie part)

IAL
* 4 movies

*5dollars |
* 2 days

PROUD
'-supmm‘“nn
of the
LAuAﬁ
ﬂealm

Proud sponsor of Missouri Tiger Basketball

| Sén 11:00 am - 1000pm |

@ Insured by FDIC @
FELRES

ﬂ» Wilkinson

Pharmacy, Inc.
Formerly Lamar Drug

* Home Medical Equipment
* Drive-Up Window

* Free Delivery

+ Carlton Cards

* Russell Stover Candy

* Photo Processing

24 Hour Emergency Service
682-6129

605 A West 12th < Lamar « MO
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INSURANCE COMPANY
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e grace period is over at Liberal High Junior Mason Davis (5-10, 150) is back to lead LIBERAL piRiGEIngs BquipTE!
School. The Bulldogs have had one sea-  the Bulldog receiving corps in 1996. He will Keith Keltner Agency Y/
son to get to know head coach Rich get help from two of the biggest tight ends in WEBB CITY @ @ e m(‘§

Conference: WEMO Johnson, now it's time to take the next step: a the conference. Brent Fast (5-10, 205), who Randy Choate
0 move Johnson fully expects his club to make started as a freshman a year ago, as well as CARTHAGE MANUEACTURING'STORACE AND NANDLINGISYSTEMIIWORT DIV
Classification: 1-A during his second season at the helm. “The Kevin Kirby (5-10, 180), who is back for his
oy players are working hard in the off-season. junior season, are both expected to make big Bays Insurance Network
District: 4 With a year of experience under a new coach- contributions. The tallest member of the fOP”N
Head Coach: Rich Johnson ing staff and new philosophy, the team should ~ Bulldog’s balclub will also line up at tight end. Regina Townes
4 play well and be very competitive,” said Ben Hindricks is a 6' 2”, 170 pound freshman Richard Volk
Years at School: 2nd Jor;\ngf’"- A heren I who is hoping to make an immediate impact. Cornerstone Agency
: ig reason for Johnson's optimism lies on i
Record at School: 5-5 defense, where the entire unit is expected back  Offensive Line \ Tri S*ﬂ:g:"_lgemer
with the exception of a couple of linemen. The Bulldogs are loaded with returning players ) k
There are 14 lettermen in all retuming from last  at O-line. Three starters will be back to hold Jim Parks
year’s team that finished 5-5 and according to down duties. Tackle Shawn Naccarrato (5-10, Selby - Granger
Johnson, they are bigger, faster and 220) and guard Brian Flowers (5-10, 200) are SENECA
—— stronger. both seniors with good size and starting experi- { Tri-State Ins. Center
: Notice he didn't say TALLER. ence. Another returning starter is Kyle Hoover { GOODMAN K o A M - ' v
1996 Liberal Bulldogs Schedule None of the 10 retuming starters are (56-10, 210) who will handle the snap at center Tilley Ins. Agency
September taller than 5'10". But this is football, once again his junior season. Senior Scott ANDERSON
not basketball, and size of the player Townsend (6-1, 225) and sophomore Josh Frank R
6 Rich Hil Away doesn't measure the size of their Sprouls (6-2, 220) are also back for another b ranksKgyce
13 Archie Away desire to win. “If the retuming players  year of action, while senior Brian Lemmons (6- |
come out and play well, and the new- 2, 235) and junior Jason Banwart (6-1, 210)
20 Appleton City liome comers stay with the team and con- are two newcomers to keep an eye on.
tribute, look out! Liberal can be pretty
2 Cass-Midway Home good this year,” Johnson says. Defensive Line
October Rich Hill, Adrian and Cass-Midway ~ This may be the biggest question mark on the il ‘
. figure to give Liberal the most trouble Bulldogs this season. Coach Johnson says his B ANK 0F MIN])E N
|4 Osceola Home during the conference campaign. team is lacking a little depth at this position and
1 Adrlan Away But, as usual, Lockwood will probably ~ will have to work to prevent injuries.
be the Bulldogs biggest obstacle in Naccarrato and Flowers wili be back to handle
18 Drexel Away their bid for a playoff berth. If they chores at end and tackle, respectively and MINDE NMINE S AND LIBE R AL .
95 Lockwood Away can make-it to their bye week Kirby and Townsend will challenge for starting I
November 1 undefeated in district time in 1996. Look for Lemmons to also make
November play, the post-season will be in sight.  an impact at tackle. MIS S0 l ] Rl
1 Open Offensive Backs Linebackers S AYS
8 Jasper Home This could very well be the most tal- Al four starting linebackers are rarin’ and ready
ented part of the 1996 Bulldogs. to go this season. Cochran and junior Wade
= = Senior running back Mark Cochran Miller (5-10, 165) will try to shut down anything

78

1995 Overall Record; 5-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0

Offensive Starters Retuming: 7
Defensive Starters Returning: 8
Total Retuming Letterman: 14

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 3

KOAMPIGSKIN PREVIEW 19b

(5-10, 170) is back, along with sopho-
more running back Landon Ison (5-9, 145) and
classmate Jason Ball (5-9, 140). But the
Bulldog’s biggest retuming weapon is quarter-
back Jeremy Sturgell (5-8, 145). Coach
Johnson may be the senior signal caller’s
biggest fan. “Jeremy Sturgell will be a player to
watch this year. He is a unique story because |
know there is nobody in the country that works
harder. He is a great competitor and loves the
game of football. He is probably the most
coachable and exciting athlete | have ever
been around,” says Johnson.

Look for newcomers Jerrett Overstreet (6-1,
175) and Brian Ball (5-10, 180), both juniors, to
see some playing time in the backfield as well.
Recelvers

that comes their way on the outside and
Hoover and Fast will take care of everything on
the inside. It should prove to be a very formi-
dable wall. “These individuals are willing to
work for success. These athletes have put a
lot of effort into tuming this program around,”
says Johnson.

Defensive Back

Sturgell will quarterback the secondary from his
free safety position in 1996 and will get help
from two other returning starters in Davis and
sophomore Adam Woilf (5-9, 150). Jason Ball
will also see action at D-back along with new-
comer Overstreet.

“GO BULLDOGS!”

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

ESTABLISHED

MEMBER
FDIC
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McDonald Gounty oo

Conference: Southwest
Classification: 4A
District: 10
Head Coach: Bruce Stancell
Years at School: 4th
Record at School: 14-26

cDonald County's nickname is per-
Mfect for the 1996 edition of it's high

school football team. The Mustangs
are young and full of energy and it is up to
head coach Bruce Stancell to tame them in
time for a grueling campaign. “We will be
extremely young and lacking experience,”
said Stancell. “But with a lot of hard work in
the pre-season we could become very com-
petitve.”

Stancell has a small, but good, group of
seniors he is counting on to provide leader-
ship this season. He says his players are
soft-spoken but hard workers and
fun to coach.

1996 McDonald County Mustangs
September

6 Mt Vernon

13 Seneca

2 Nevada

27 Reeds Springs
October

4 Garl Junction
11 Garthage

18 WebbCity
25 Wiard
November

1 Republic

8 Neosho

Away

Away

Away

Rway
Rway

McDonald County’s 1996 road
schedule doesn't offer a lot of room
for error. Stancell’s ‘stangs travel to
defending 3A state champion
Seneca in week two, head North to
meet perennial power Webb City in
week seven and wrap up their dis-
trict schedule at Republic and
Neosho.

Republic isn’t the only new dis-
trict opponent on Mac County’s cal-
endar, though. Willard will pay a
visit to Anderson October 25.

Offensive Backs

McDonald County may be young
ovet-all, but not in the offensive
backfield. There is a whole stable
of veteran Mustangs returning.
Senior Nick Martin (5-11, 170) is

1995 Overall Record: 5-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 5
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5
Total Reteiming Lettermen: 15

JAY'S PREDICTION - WIN 4, LOSE 6
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back to call the signals with junior

Wes Dumond (5-10, 160) backing him up.
Claude Knight (5-8, 160) and Troy McClain
(6-0, 180) are back for their senior seasons
as starting running backs and look for junior
Charlie Agro (5-10, 160) to carry the ball as
well.

They will all have the benefit of learning
from Stancell, who starred at running back
for Pittsburg State University.

Wide Recelvers
Starting experience is a little harder to come
by at wide receiver. Jeremy Ball (5-9, 140)

appears to have the inside track at a starting
position after seeing time at the position a
year ago. Stancell does have three veteran
tight ends he can turn to, though, if he needs
1o throw the ball. Senior Adam Rubottom (5-
11, 165) earned honorable mention all-con-
ference honors for his work at that spot a
year ago. Classmate Doug Adams (5-10,
160) and junior Dusty Demerritt (6-0, 205)
will also be counted on to perform.

Offensive Line

Juniors dominate the line of scrimmage for
McDonald County. Luke Spurgeon (6-0,
190) and Mike McCormick (6-0, 200) are
candidates for the guards spots, Mark
Hagee (6-3, 205} is the incumbent center
and James Miller (6-3, 185) is a returning
tackle.

Defensive Line

The parts are interchangeable with several
players expected to see double-duty on
offense and defense once again this year.
Hagee and Miller are both slated to see time
at end, Spurgeon, Demerritt and McCormick
will be gunning for starting time at tackle.

Linebackers

The linebackers may very well be the
biggest strength of the ‘96 Mustangs.
McClain was a second team selection last
year and Adams earned honorable mention
honors. Knight and Rubottom were both
starters last year as well and juniors Seth
Cooper (5-8, 180) and Dusty Miller (6-3,
175) both saw playing time.

Defensive Back

Stacnell is counting on Matrtin to call the
shots on defense as well this year. The
Mustangs starting quarterback was a first
team free safety a year ago. Bell and
Dumond also saw time in the secondary last
season and will have to step forward in order
for the Mustangs to be successful.
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Neosho i

Conference: Southwest
Classification: 4A
District: 11(last season)
Head Coach: Ray Godifrey
Years at School: Sth
Record at School: 22-21

ay Godfrey is hoping that winning is
Roontaglous. The Wildcats certainly

caught the victory bug last fall. While
experience is down, excitement is up for
Neosho. Godfrey has tumed this program
around in his four seasons as head coach.
With just two full-time starters returning, con-
tinued improvement this season is a
Herculean task.

“We will be very young and inexperi-
enced, but | feel like the kids will play hard
and compete,” Godfrey said.

“It will probably take a few games before

we find out how we will play togeth-

1996 Neosho Wildcats Schedule
September

6 Aurora

13 Monett

2 Ganl Junction
27 Nevada
October

4 Seneca

1 Webb City

18 Carthage

25 Repubiic
Novemher

1 Wilard

7 McDonald Co.

Away

Away

Rway

Away

Rway

er. Hopefully by the time district play
starts, we will have come together
to compete for a championship.”

The beginning of the schedule
should be pretty accommodating to
that plan, but back to back games
against Seneca and Webb City in
early October could be the better
barometer. The Wildcats are reign-
ing district champs. This year,
Godfrey’s team faces a new twist in
district play. Republic and Willard
replace El Dorado Springs and
Lebanon on the schedule.

Offensive Backs

Senior Aaron Mitchell (6-0, 180) is
the Wildcat’s best athlete on the
field. That's why the former running
back will most likely be calling sig-

1995 Overall Record: 8-3
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 0
Defensive Starters Retuming: 2
Total Returning Lettermen: 9

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 5
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nals for Neosho this fall. If Mitchell
doesn’t prove to be an able quarterback,
sophomore Jeremiah Durbin (6-0, 170) is a
possibility. Anthony Moore (5-10, 190) is a
good bet to get the majority of the carries at
running back. At least one underclassman
will have to emerge to put some punch in
the offensive backfield.

Receivers

Senior Aaron Patterson (6-2, 180) is a
retuming letterman with better than adequate
speed and good hands. Newcomer Chris
Nelson (5-10, 150) is a top newcomer at

wide receiver. Godfrey will search the crop of
underclassmen to find some depth at this
position group.

Offensive Line

Juniors Brad Johnson (6-2, 195) and Ryan
Long (6-2, 225) will be called upon to pro-
vide leadership and productivity up front for
the Wildcats. Sophomore J.T. Mendenhall
(6-3, 240) lacks experience, but definitely
has the size to contribute. The junior trio of
Drew Tignor (5-10, 225), Jeff Snow (5-10,
185), and Bryan Clark (6-0, 225) will have to
mature quickly in the early season if Neosho
is going to score consistently during confer-
ence and district play.

Defensive Line

Godfrey calls the defensive line one of the
stronger position groups on this team. Senior
Rocky Olbrey (6-0, 205) has gained 15 solid
pounds in a year. Long, and Johnson could
develop into quality defensive ends.
Mendenhall, Tignor, Snow, and Clark are all
potential two-way starters in the trenches.

Linebackers

Moore is a stalwart linebacker who returns
as a regular starter. Moore made the switch
from inside ‘backer to outside ‘backer early
last season and could very well be the key to
the Wildcats overall defensive scheme.
Godirey is determined to play aggressively
with the linebacking corps. If Dumin isn't the
regular quarterback, he’ll be asked to use his
mobility and athleticism as a linebacker.

Defensive Backs

Count on seeing Mitchell in the secondary, in
addition to his offensive contributions. The
senior made some big plays and caused
some key tumovers at strong safety last fall.
Senior David McNeil (5-10, 160) played a
role in the defensive backfield and could
eam a starting spot. Patterson and Nelson
are among the other candidates in the sec-
ondary.
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Nevada ;-

Conference: Southwest
Classification: 4A
District: 11
Head Coach: Bruce Humphrey
Years at School: 4th
Record at School: 18-13

blue collar work force. They must be
unionized, because only a few of them
are pulling double-duty. Humphrey welcomes
back 16 starting position players, and only a
few of them will play both offense and defense.
That fact should translate into the Tigers having
fresh legs throughout their games. Thirty-five
lettermen return to provide plenty of depth and
continuity in Humphrey's fourth year at the
heim.
“We will be the biggest and the strongest
team I've had here,” Humphrey said.
“The players work hard and they are enjoy-
able to be around due to their person-

Bruoe Humphrey says his players are a

1896 Nevada Tigers Schedule
Septomber

8 Fort Scott
13 Lamap

2 McDonald Co.
2z Neosho
October

| B Dorado

1 Jopiin

18 Lekanon

% Carthage
November

1 Webb City

7 Harnisonvillie

1995 Overall Record: 5-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 8
Defensive Starters Retuming: 8
Total Retuming Lettermen: 35

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 4
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Away

hway

&%

ality. They are very coachable,”
Humphrey added.

The Tigers have already seen the
benefits of their new weight room
added on this year. Humprey insists
this team is his biggest and strongest
in his tenure at Nevada. With a slew
of new opponents on the schedule
this year, it's time for the Tigers to
muscle up against teams like Joplin,
Fort Scott and Lamar. Humphrey
points to the Southwest Conference
clash against Webb City on
November 1st as the key game.

“Webb City is big. We haven't beat
them in my career,” Humprey said.

Offensive Backs
The Tigers will have to replace quar-
terback Chadd Jones who has signed
a scholarship with the University of
——1  Arkansas. The probable young man
under center is senior Matt Thompson
(6-0, 175). Junior Justin Hoover (6-0, 165) will
add competition fo the quarterback search.
Speedy senior Justin Lee (5-11, 155), and
senior powerback Kirk Buck (5-11, 200) retum
as ballcarriers. Three juniors, Jeff Smith (5-11,
170), Car Miller (6-0, 170), and Jamie
Gallester (5-9, 155) are lettermen who will be
expected to make contributions.

Recelvers

Three starting pass catchers are back. Senior
tight end Mike Kotz (6-0, 181) and senior wide
receiver Nate Gulliford (5-10, 152) should pro-
vide the leadership. Tyler Jones (5-11, 165) is

an athletic junior wide receiver. Juniors Loban
Markhman (5-9, 155), Kenny Lile (6-3, 183),
Ryan Russ (6-0, 180), and Jeremy Bell (6-0, :
170) add arsenal to the passing attack.

Offensive Line -

Every retuming starter on the offensive line has
put on at least 15 pounds of quality bulk since
last.fall. Senior Brent Nelson (5-10, 200) has
been penciled in at center. Classmates
Anthony Wolfe (6-1, 250), and Richard Smith
(6-2, 275) will play tackle. The junior combo of
Ryan Cormeau (5-10, 215), and John Jeffries
(6-0, 207) have valuable experience at guard.
The position group is loaded with other poten-
tial blockers including juniors James Gaither (6-
2, 270), Jamie Wheeler (6-1, 225), and Aarron
McCoy (6-1, 215) along with seniors Luke
Mitchem (6-0, 240), Rex Mcintire (6-1, 188),
Doug Baker (6-0, 168) and Justin Goode (6-0,
178). . ok

Defensive Line .

Familiar faces anchor the defensive.front.
Smith could be among the’eliterin the confer-
ence at defensive tackle. Gaither, McCoy and
Mitchum will see'plenty of action on the interior.
Junior defensive end Chris Lewis (6-0, 220) sat
out last season with a knee injury, but could
make an impact in ‘96. Lile and'Meclntire could
make some big plays at defensive end.

Linebackers

Seniors Derek Morerod (5-10, 180) and Justin
Ogle (6-0, 185) will concentrate solely on the
defensive side of the football. Both are
extremely aggressive and both have a starting
experience. Nelson is a strong candidate for
the third starting spot. Smith will compete with
Russ (6-0, 180) and Bell (6-0, 170) to give the
Tigers depth-at me=linet?q9ken pesmoP ,

Defensive Backs - A

The secondary is one of Humphrey's primary
concems heading into the new campaign.
Junior Andy Wamer (5-10; 150) is back to lead
the charges. The rest of the defensive backfield
will likely be young with junior Brach Pisclotta
(5-10, 161) fighting for a spot with Hoover,
Markaman, and Gallester. : :
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Nevada Auto Mall
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The Nevada Tiger
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Where Buying A Car Is A Family Affair
2501 E. Austin ¢ Nevada, MO 64772 « 417-667-3385 * 1-800-999-3368
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Pharmacy, Inc.
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

!

* Home Medical Equipment
* Free Delivery

* Drive-Up Window

» Carlton Cards

* Russell Stover Candy

* 1 Hour Photo Center

667-7802

800-562-8876

24 Hour Emergency Service
'448-3138

105 South Oak * Nevada * MO

Metz Banking Co.

“Proud to Support Nevada Tiger Athletics & Academics!”

A True HomeTown Bank!
SAVINGS » CHECKING ¢ LOANS

LENDER
101 N. Osage 667-4550 Nevada
Main & Walnut 484-3500 Metz

Friday Night Football!

High School Scores and Highlights
0:15 pm Friday’s

|
Call In Your Team’s Score

417-624-0233
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seneca

Conference: Big 8
Classification: 3A
District: 12
Head Coach: Tom Hodge
Years at School: 15th
Record at School: 140-27

1896 Seneca Indians Schedule
September

6 A Dorado Springs
13 McDonald County
2 Monett

27 Cassville
October

4 Neosho

11 East Newton

18 Aurora

2 Lamar

November

1 Mt. Vernon

7 Carl Junction

1995 Overall Record: 14-0
1995 Playoff Record: 4-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 1
Defensive Starters Retuming: 2
Total Returning Lettermen:

Away
Home
Away
Home

Home
Away
Home
Away

Home
Away

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 8, LOSE 2
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otball is king in Seneca and this fall
F;e Indians set out to defend their
Missouri Class 3A Crown. Tom Hodge
knows the task is a major undertaking. Just
three starters return from last year’s unde-
feated state championship team.

“With our inexperience, it's a tough act to
follow,” Hodge said.

Hodge enters his 15th season with an
unbelievable average of 10 wins per season.
The veteran coach says he doesn’t know
what to expect from this year’s youthful crop,
except, “they will work hard and hit people.”

That mindset is what the Seneca Footballl
Tradition is all about. Hodge points
to early season games against El
Dorado Springs and McDonald
County as being critical for his
young team to gain confidence. He
expects the Big 8 Conference to be
very competitive this fall, but the
consensus among league coaches
is that Hodge’s Indians are still the
team to beat.

Offensive Backs

Two talented juniors vie for the
starting quarterback spot. Justin
Thiel (5-10, 165) and Mike Blain (5-
11, 175) each have different
strengths and one will have fo
emerge as the offensive playmaker.
The Indians have always featured a
standout ball carrier, and there are
several candidates to become the
successor to Brandon Neal at tail-
back. Seniors Andrew Wilson (5-11,
160) and Jeremy Massey (5-10, 170) could
prove to be the answer, or junior running
back Adam Hughes (5-11, 170) might fill the
void. |

Receivers

Seneca hasn't thrown the football too often
in years past, but when they have, they've
turned the passing attack into big yardage.
Seniors Bryan Hamilton (5-9, 170) and Jeff
Long (5-10, 160) are ones to watch in the
Indians air-attack. Those two will be pushed
hard by several underclassmen trying to
earn a starting position.

Offensive Line

Senior guard Rob Yust (5-10, 170) is the
only returning starter from the State
Champion offensive unit. Yost will get plenty
of help up front from senior tackles Ethan
Wilson (5-11, 175) and Tobin Schultz (5-9,
180). Both have contributed on the offensive
line since their sophomore seasons. Junior
guard Chris Elbert lettered last year and
could be an intrigal part of the corps that
makes the running game go.

Defensive Line

Wilson and Schultz are projected as two way
starters on the interior lines. The remaining
defensive line positions are up for grabs. The
Indians aren't likely to outscore opponents in
the early portion of the season, and finding
some capable young defensive linemen will
be a priority in' summer camp.

Linebackers

Hodge will field an underclassmen lineback-
ing corps with a lot of potential. Juniors Blair,
Hughes and Elbert were not regular starters
last year, but all three are fundamentally
sound tacklers and saw plenty of action as
sophomores. A pool of younger players will
compete for a spot at linebacker, and at least
one will have to step into the lineup and play
a major role. A lack of team speed is one of
the big concerns of Hodge and the lineback-
ing corps will have to play well enough to
help make up for the absence of speed.

Defensive Backs

The top contenders in the secondary are all
probable offensive starters as well. Wilson,
Hamilton, Long and Massey are all senior
defensive back candidates that could share
the responsiblities. If Thiel doesn’t eamn the
starting quarterback position, he'll be count-
ed on as a mainstay in the defensive back-
field. Seneca hasn't given up many big plays
over the years, and if this group pans out,
they won't again this fall.

ISURANCE
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Auto + Boat - Homeowners
Renters « Commercial
Workman’s Comp. - Life « Farms

Seneca, MO 64865
417-776-8311

TAYLOR LUMBER CO.

404 Cherokee

e

COMPLETE LINE OF BUILDING MATERIALS
CusTtoM TRUSSES

MAX VOWELS
INSURANCE

(417) 776-3301

SN @1,"_- TV  please call ahead.
QP BING S, Phone 776-8766
/r' -w

For faster service

Hours

Sunday 7AM-2PM Thursday 5AM-8PM
Monday 5AM-8PM Friday 5AM-9:30PM
FARMERS INSURANCE Tuesday 5AM-8PM Saturday 5AM-2PM

GROUP OF COMPANIES
MISSOURI + OKLAHOMA

Owned & Operated by
Richard & Sharon Linders
NORTH MAIN STREET

Wednesday 5AM-2PM

Voice Mail Daily Spec
776-1125

Douyg's Body Works

WRECKER SERVICE
1008 ONEIDA < SENECA, MO 64865

Complete Body Work
Auto Glass Installation
Insurance Work * Free Estimates
Over 20 Years Experience

24 HOUR TOWING SERVICE 417-776-8611

| ‘ Top Quality Meats & Produce

FOOD FAIR SUPERMARKET
SENECA, MO

Store Hours
8:00am to 9:00pm Daily

For The Finest In Owned and Operated

By Cliff & Sally Skaggs

WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS

Real Country Cookin’

®T.M. Am. D.Q. Copr. © 1996 Am- D.Q. Corp.
Mpls., MN. Printed in U.S.A.
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Webh Ci ty cardlinals

Conference: Southwest
Classification: 4A
District; 11
Head Coach: Kurt Thompson
Years at School; 7th
Record at School: 61-11

e senior class at Webb City has some
I unfinished business to aftend to. This group
watched the Cardinals win back to back
state championships in 1993 and 1994, and they
had lofty expectations of carrying on the strong
tradition. After 7-2 and 6-3 seasons as sopho-
mores and juniors, this year’s seniors feel like
they haven't reached their goals.

“We feel like we have a chance to be a good
team if our players are willing to sacrifice them-
selves to make the necessary commitment,” said
head coach Kurt Thompson.

Four home games in the first five weeks make
a challenging schedule a little bit more palatable.
The Cardinals travel to Pittsburg for their annual

border battle with the Purple Dragons,

1886 Webh City Cardinals

Septembep

6 Branson Home
13 Pittsburg Away
20 Joplin Home
27 KC Central Home
October

4 Lebanon Home
" Neosho Away
18 McDonald Co. Home
25 Harrisonville Away
November

1 Nevada Home
7 Carthage Away

e ZANEANST IR

1995 Overall Record: 6-3
1995 Playoff Record: 2-1
Offensive Starters Returning; 4
Defensive Starters Retuming; 7
Total Returning Lettermen; 17

JAY'S PREDICTION - WIN 8, LOSE 2

K]K UHOAM DICREWIAL b b\ )ocal ok

and they host Joplin High Schoal in a
game that will undoubtedly draw the
biggest crowd in area high school foot-
ball. Thompson expects the seven
retuming defensive starters to keep his
team competitive in the early part of the
season. Neosho appears fo be the
team to beat in the Southwest
Conterence. A regular season finale

ing with Thompson meeting long-time
Webb City assistant coach Jesse Wall
for the first time since Wall took the
head coaching job with the Tigers.

The Cardinals should be primed for
the conference season, and with some
luck, the seniors could finally attain their
long awaited goals.

Offensive Backs

The Cardinals option attack only works
with a talented quarterback. A high pri-
ority will be to find a replacement for
Shawn Mayes. August will be audition
month for possible Webb City signal
callers. Senior Matt Mense (5-9, 185) may have
to make the transition from running back to quar-
terback. Mense performed well as a ball carrier
last season before an injury cut his season shor.
Junior Josh Chapman (6-1, 175) will offer compe-
lition at quarterback. Senior Ryan Burpo (5-10,
160) is pound for pound one of the toughest play-
ers in the Southwest Conference. Mark Bertrand
(5-10, 190) retums for his senior season as a
proven ground gainer. Classmate Scott Murray
(5-10, 180) is a contender for the third spot in the
backfield. Depth will come from junior Adam
Schooley (5-9, 160) and sophomore Tyrone
Wynne (5-8, 150).

against Carthage could be very interest-

Recelvers

The offensive juggemauit could be senior Tracey
Wistrom (6-5, 210). The tight end schooled
opposing defenders last fall with his leaping ability
and his athleticism, Wistrom could emerge to be
so instrumental, that folks around Webb City
might approach older brother Grant (University of
Nebraska starting linebacker) and ask, "hey,
aren't you Tracey's big brother?" For years, it's
been the other way around, Wistrom will be com-
plemented at tight end by seniors Scott Spence
(5-9, 180) and Chris Buffett (5-11, 185). Senior
Austin Mideap (5-10, 155) returns as a big play
wide receiver.

Offensive Line

The offense will be led by retuming starters Josh
Beacham (5-10, 190), Caleb Miller (6-0, 205),
Chad Rose (5-9, 210) and Nathan Hoenshell (6-
1, 195). The senior quartet will be relied on to pro-
vide leadership. Continued progress from senior
Adam Collard (6-3, 205) and juniors Philip Stotts
(5-10, 205) and Andy Marinez (5-8, 205) is critical
to complete this position group.

Defensive Line

Rose and Collard will have to perform on the
defensive front too. Thompson hopes that senior
Vance Endicott (6+1, 185) develops into a quality
defensive end. Stotts, Martinez and junior Brian
Bard (6-0, 200) will push for playing time. f
Numbers are down in the crop of underclassmen,

but sophomore Andrew Shull (6-2, 175) is one of

the young defensive linemen who will be given an
opporiunity to prove themselves.

Linebackers

The linebacking corps has plenty of depth with
Wistrom, Miller, and Bertrand back as veteran
starters. Damon Outt (5-8, 155) will contend for a
starting spot as a junior. Sophomore Tyson
Adams (5-8, 160) could make contributions at
linebacker.

Defensive Backs

Burpo is the only retuming starter in the sec-
ondary. The senior will have to camy the burden in
a young defensive backfield. Schooly and Wynne
are possible starters. If Chapman doesn't start at
quarterback, he'll use his talents as a defensive
back. Junior Richie Adkins (5-10, 160) has puton
the necessary size in the off-season.
Sophomores Cole Shewmake (5-9, 140) or
Wynne could be called on to mature quick.

N\

BRUNER
PHARMACY

673-4663

101 W. Daugherty St.
Webb City, MO 64870

PHARMACY HOURS
Monday-Friday 9:00am-6:00pm
Saturday 9:00am-4:00pm

PCS PAID, RPX,
BLUE CROSS, MEDICAID

YEARLY INSURANCE & TAX
RECORDS MAINTAINED
FREE PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY

Carlton Cards
Rusacl Stever, Comdies

LS 7’ FENTON GLASSWARE //_

c Lallister

Frame and Unibody Repair
PPG DELTRON Painting System

417-673-1992
Fax 41 7-643-7405

1020 North Madison - Webb City » MO 64870

-H
GrannyeShaffer’s
Family Restaurants

2728 N. Rangeline

659-9393

HOURS
6-8:30 Mon-Sat
Sun 7-3:00

Serving Joplins Best
Fried Chicken
Homemade Pie

and
Breakfast All Day

=DIGOU

SPORT SHOP &
SCREEN PRINTNG

BRIAN CHRISTMAS

417-673-3445

1-800-653-6703
1717 S. MADISON, WEBB CITY, MO. 64870

112 N. Main

Webb City, MO

Taplor’s

Men’s & Ladies’ Wear

APPAREL FOR LADIES &
THE REGULAR, BIG & TALL MAN

(417) 673-3863

HOM

Al

Roderique Insurance Agency

SINCE 1945

E +AUTO - BUSINESS - LIFE « HEALTH

108 N. Main * Webb City - MO 64870

417) 6731242
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NEWS

SKYWATCH

SKYWAICH 7

GHIEF METEOROLOGIST
Dan Bickford

OKLAHOMA DISTRICTS

Class C - District 4

Delaware*
Bluejacket
Bowlegs*
Butner*
Shidler*
Welch
White Oak*

Class B - District 4
Cave Springs*
Central Sallisaw*
Ketchum

Okay”

Watts*

Webber Falls*
Weleetka*

KOAM-TYV

Class A - District 6
Afton

Chouteau*
Colcord*
Commerce
Fairland*

Kansas*

Picher

Quapaw
Wyandotte

Class 3A - District 3

Collinsville*
Cascia Hall*
Dewey”
Jay”
Kellyville
Oologah*

Pawhuska*
Vinita

Glass 4A - District 8

Catoosa”*
Coweta”
Grove

Locust Grove*
Miami
Skiatook*
Stilwell*
Wagoner*

*not previewed

WEATHER GOVERAGE
- YOU GAN GOUNT ON!

SKYWATCH

Pediatric Medical Needs?
Tom Tryon, M.D.

Dr. Tryon is a Board Certified Pediatrician
available full-time in Miami as a member of
Baptist Regional Associated Physicians. As a
pediatrician Dr. Tryon accepts patients from birth

through adolescence.

918/540-7700
210 2nd Ave. S.W.
Doctors' Office Center

Miami, OK

Proud Supporter of
Area Athletics

90

KOAMPIGSKIN PrEVIEW Qb

KOAMPIGSKIN PREVIEW Qb

91



fton o

Classification: 1A
District: 6A
Head Coach: Choo Thomas
Years at School: 3rd
Record at School: 3-17

Ta number of players is up, the experi-
ence level has risen, and optimism
abounds for the Eagles. For the first
time in three years at Afton, Choo Thomas
has a large number of familiar faces reporting
to summer camp. It's a big contrast from last
August when just 21 players checked out
gear.

“This group is determined to tum things
around and be more competitive,” Thomas
said.

Last year the Eagles struggled
with just a single win. With a sched-

1996 Afton Eagles Schedule

September

6 Berryhil liome
13 Wyandotte hway
20 Chouteau Away
27 . Pichen liome
Octobsr

4 Liberty Away
" Colcord Away
17 Gommerce liome
25 (Quapaw Away
November

1 Fairland

8 Kansas

uled opener against ‘95 state playoft
participant Berryhill, followed by dis-
trict games at Wyandotte and at
Chotteau, the going could be rough
in the early season. But Thomas is
determined fo let this team mature
into winners by mid-season.

“Our week-four game against .
Picher is big. It's a team with similar
talent and a game we will have a
good chance to win. If we do win, it
will give us confidence throughout
the remainder of the season.”

Offensive Backs
Senior Cody Cook (5-9, 155) is
poised to lead the offense at quarter-

1995 Overall Record: 1-9
1995 Playoff Record: 1-8
Offensive Starters Retumning: 9
Defensive Starters Returning: 7
Total Retuming Lettermen: 15

JAY'S PREDICTION - WIN 2, LOSE 8

92 WOAM MGSKIN PREVIEW 96

back, Cook made good progress as
a junior and should be a team leader. A pair
of junior running backs have plenty of experi-
ence. Trent Horton (5-7, 150) has been a
starter at running back since his freshman
year and could produce some big numbers.
Eric Crane (5-10, 160) is a hard runner and
good blocker. Some young talent will have to
emerge to provide depth.

Receivers
Experienced pass catchers are a commodity.
In fact, the Eagles only retum one. Junior

tight end Matt Tipton (5-11, 150) will be count-
ed on heavily, especially in the early season.
Thomas and his staff will search for help from
the underclassmen.

Offensive Line

The offensive line will be the Eagles biggest
asset. Seniors John Rhoten (5-8, 250) and
Rob Rhoten (5-8, 240) can open holes in a
hurry. Classmates Caleb Kyles (5-8, 150),
Rickie Ramey (5-10, 200), and Brandon
Carter (5-10, 160) are all experienced.
Thomas has plenty of depth at this position
group and expects the guys up front to carry
the burden in the early season.

Defensive Line

Expect opposing running backs to become
‘Rhoten Sandwiches’ as John and Rob play
as two-way linemen. Junior Cody Alexander
(5-10, 180) is an experienced down lineman.
Ramsey and Kyle provide depth. Tipton and
Carter will likely get the start at defensive end.

Linebackers

There’s a good chance that Cook will have to

play on the defensive side of the football as
well. The Eagles’ quarterback played in the
secondary last fall, and moves up to a line-
backer position for this campaign. Junior
Shawn Hilton (5-9, 150) will be counted on to
contribute.

Defensive Backs

Senior Jason Cederblom (5-9, 150) retums
as one of the Eagles top covermen. Horton
and Crane will likely fill out the secondary.
Thomas will look to the pool of underclass-
men to find some depth at the position.

WATGH THE

FRIDAY NIGHT AND

- SATURDAY MORNING

KOAM-TV

Sl

St

BANK AND TRUST COMPANY

MIAMI, OKLAHOMA 74355
(918) 542-6661

!

11
LI 1L,
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N. BRANCH BANK:
(918) 542-1619

AFTON BRANCH:
(918) 257-4242
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BlueJacket «=vins

Classification: 8-man Class C
District; 4
Head Coach: Michael Brumley
Years at School: Sth
Record at School: 9-27

few, the proud, the Chieftains.
Michael Brumley has one main goal
for his Bluejacket football team: Finish
the season.

A head count in May revealed that only
ten players had firm plans to suit up for the
8-man program. With a total Sth grade
thraugh 12 grade enroliment of 58 students,
numbers are always a big concem for
Blusjacket. A couple injuries can deplete the
forces enough to make it impossible to field
ateam.

“It's a difficult, almost overwhelming situa-
tion,” Brumley admits. “It's tough for
the kids to get excited. You have to

1696 Blue Jacket Chieftains Schedule
Soptember

8 . Colfoyville
12 Chetopa

19 Ketchum

a Copan
Octobor

4 Yoo

10 White Oak
17 Weich

% Shidior
Novomber

1 Bowless

8 Butner

£ SINR RYNE

prepare like you will have enough
players to compete every week, but
you really never know."

The Chieftains head coach is
extremely proud of the young men
that choose to play. Brumley says
several of the top athletes in school
decided not to come out for the
team last fall.

“ give credit to those who
played. They certainly eamed my
respect, and the respect of the
fans,” Brumley said.

The numbers situation became
s0 desperate a couple years ago,
that a girl actually put on pads to
practice with the team.

“She did well, she even intercept-
ed my starting quarterback in prac-
tice,” Brumley said.

if Bluejacket can stay healthy

1995 Overall Record: 0-10
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retuming: 4
Defensive Starters Retuning: 4
Total Retuming Lettermen: 6

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 2, LOSE 8
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enough to field a team for the entire

season, they could be competitive. One-half
of the starters are back, and the Cheiftains
have an attractive schedule with four con-
secutive games at home in the mid season.

Brumiey thinks the future of Bluejacket
football is bright with a very impressive group
of 8th graders coming through the ranks.
This fall, the upperclassmen will try to help
lay a foundation for that future.

Offensive Backs
Senior quarterback Bruce Demaree (6-2,
175) will lead the Cheiftains |-formation

offensive attack. Demaree is intelligent and
has decent amm strength. The running back
position was hit hard by graduation.
Freshman Jared Jones (5-11, 210) is already
huge and already a pretty good football play-
er according to Brumley. Randall Thompson
(5-8, 145) moves from tight end to running
back for his senior campaign.

Receivers

Tight end Clinton Nigh (6-0, 253) retums for
his junior year. Nigh makes up for his fack of
speed with exceptional pass catching ability.
Sophomore Rocky Ferdig (5-4, 110) is a
petite wide receiver with some experience.

Offensive Line

A pair of young offensive lineman retumn for
Blue Jacket. Sophomore Howard Matney (6-
0, 160) is perhaps the hardest worker on the
team. Freshman Fred Epperson (6-0, 235)
has fremendous potential. Brumley calls the
big, fast and athletic Epperson, fearless’.

Defensive Line

Sophomore Glen Black (6-0, 235) has only
played one season of football, but has
impressed the coaching staff with his abilities
as a defensive lineman. Epperson, and
Matney will be the mainstays up front. Nigh
is more offensive minded, but he will make
contributions at tight end as well.

Linebackers

Demaree retums for his second season at
linebacker. The senior made big improve-
ments over the course of the frustrating sea-
son. Jones Is an instinctive, ‘Mike Ditka’ type
of player at linebacker according to Brumley.

Defensive Backs

Senior Randall Thompson (5-9, 150) brings
an excellent attitude to the secondary. The
free safety improved every game in ‘95. Two
sophomore defensive backs will be counted
on as comerbacks. Lioyd “Splinter” Wood (5
6, 140) and Ferdig are small, but both have
good quickness and some experience.

 |Pediatric Medical Needs?
Tom Tl'YOII 3 M.D. 918/540-7700

| ) : Y Doctors' Office Center
' Dr. Tryon is a Board Certified Pediatrician

r available full-time in Miami as a member of

Baptist Regional Associated Physicians. As a

'1 pediatrician Dr. Tryon accepts patients from birth
through adolescence.

Miami, OK

- Proud Supporter of |
Chieftain Athletics
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NAPRIGHT”

Since 1992, The Pittsburgh Steelers have relied

exclusively on Kendall Gammon for every deep

snapping situation. Let Gammon’s expertise

in the art of deep snapping help your
team (oo.

In this 25 minute “SNAPRIGHT” video,
Gammon visually dissects the mechanics
of the deep snap like never before, detail-
ing the fundamental grip, stance and snap-
ping motion for punts and placekicks. In
addition, the video features segments on
practice drills, strength training, mental
approach, and advanced techniques for the
deep snapping specialist.

If the kicking game is important to the success
of your team, “SNAPRIGHT” with Kendall
Gammon is the perfect coaching tool.

“IF “SNAPRIGHT” FLIMINATES
ONE BAD SNAP TO THE
PUNTER OR ONE MISSED
EXTRA POINT NEXT SEASON,
ISN'T IT WORTH IT”

plus $3.00

shipping
and handling Kendall Gammon

Pittsburgh Steclers

ORDER TODAY!
417-782-5431
SnapRight ¢ P.O. Box 1211 * Joplin, MO 64801-1211
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Commerce .- westco

fhmlshing homes & lifestyles

Classification; 1A
District: A-6
Head Coach: Rick Trimble
Years at School: 7th
Record at School: 29-36

Tiger turnaround appears to be emi-
Anent after a disappointing 2-8 finish in

'95. Rick Trimble has the tuxury of
fielding seven players, each with two years
of starting experience behind them.
Commerce moves down to the Oklahoma
1A classification this year after struggling
with 2A opponents.

“I feel that we could be a very competitive
team, they are a bunch of great, hard work-
ing young men that are capable of many vic-
tories,” Trimble said.

Don’t expect the Tigers to sneak

1995 Overall Record: 2-8
1995 Playoff Record:

ner or as a passer. Junior Jon
Jennings (5-10, 160) will be the workhorse
running back, and underclassmen wing-
backs Heath Whorton (5-8, 135) and Tyson
Trimble (6-0, 145) provide speed in the
Tigers' misdirection offensive scheme.

more tandem of Tim Lewis (6-1, 145) and
Scott Williams (6-0, 170) will provide for
good competition in the Tigers’ two tight end
alignment.

Offensive Line

Trimble has some concerns about his interi-
or line on both sides of the football. Aaron
Romine (6-0, 200), Aaron Crockett (5-10,
200), and Kevin Grundy (6-1, 160) are three
juniors with starting experience on the offen-
sive line. Newcomers Brian Guzman (6-0,
245), David Vanatta (6-5, 245) and Charles

0, 205) and Brian Piper (6-0, 185), along
with Sophomore sensation Brandon Trimble
(5-8, 160) should wreak havoc on opposing
offenses. Senior newcomer James Chumley
(5-10, 175) will compete for playing time.

113 COMMERCE STREET
COMMERCE, OK 74339

(918) 675-4308

FAX (918) 675-5320 '

| up on anybody. The rest of the Crow (6-2, 230) should make up for a lack of
19898 Commence Tigers Schedule District A-6 coaches are giving this experience with an abundance of size. . » /
Soptomber team the respect it deserves. With Depth will not be a problem with sopho- é d/ l K 7 ‘)4 / / ' 7 Zl ‘)4 7
5 - Jookn J.V. Avay an opening game against the Joplin ~ mores Jake Perry (6-0, 190), Johnny yp M 0 ﬁ ﬁgd ﬁa’Wﬁ'
) High School Junior Varsity team, Eddings (6-0, 185), Mike Perry (5-10, 180),
13 Fairiand Home followed by a home contest against Michael Alexander (6-0, 230), and Bruce
20 Kansas Home Fairland, Commerce could getoffto  Smith (5-11, 225) vying for a starting spot.
andotte the successful start to help rekindle E ca . ]
zm. il g confidence. However, the?ﬁgers Defensive Line b'ecom of Miami  CHANNEL 38 ERC ULE
4 Chouteau Awa must face powerful Kansas and Chad France (5-8, 150) and Michael Grube
y Wyandotte in back to back games (5-11, 160) are undersized, but hard-nosed . THE LEGENDARY JOURNEYS
n Picher Home at the end of September. with starting experience. Trimble is hoping
17 Afton Away Guzman, Vanatta, or Crow will materialize as
Colcord Home Offensive Backs quality defensive linemen. j
Nevomber Senior quarterback Justin Reading Py
Pleasant (6-1, 185) will be directing the Linebackers : a up a
! Homo offense for a third consecutive year. The linebacking corps is as solid as any in ,
8 Guapaw Away Reading is a seasoned veteran who  District 6A. The Tigers are loaded with three
N | hasproventobe athreatasarun-  starters retuming. Seniors Jessie Bumett (6-
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GIPOVE i7dlermmers

Classification: 4A
District: 4A-3
Head Coach: Darrell Mastin
Years at School: 1st
Record at School: 0-0

Te Grove Ridgerunners aren’t squaring
their corners, they don't begin every sen-
tence with ‘sit’, and the only formation
they line up in is the ‘I'. Still, there is a slight
military influence on this team.

First year head coach Darrell Mastin brings
experience from the United States Air Force
Academy. Mastin played and coached at the
Academy and at the Air Force Prep School,
and he gives new structure to a program that
struggled in 1995.

“We're taking a fundamental approach,”
Mastin said. “l want to instill discipline and
pride. For example, we have a dress code in
the weight room this summer. Nothing extrava-

gant, but the players are required to

1996 Grove Ridgerunners Schedule
September

6 Jay

13 Dewey

2 Vinita

27 Locust Grove
October

4 Coweta

1 Miami

17 Skiatook

25 Wagoner
November

1 Catoosa

8 Stiftwell

1995 Overall Record: 1-9
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0

Offensive Starters Returning: 6

Defensive Starters Returning: 7

Total Returning Lettermen: 40

Away
Away
Home
Home

Away
Home
Home
Rway

Home
Away

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 5
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wear a shirt and proper footwear.”

The Ridgerunners averaged 40
young men at every summer weight
room session. The players were on
time, and took a business like attitude
to the workouts. That same philoso-
phy will carry over to the football field.
Mastin is getting back to the basics in
all phases of the game.

“l want to keep it simple,” the
coach says.

The schedule will not be simple.
Grove should be able to get off to a
fast start when they open against Jay
in the annual Delaware County Bowl.
The opponents get increasingly more
talented with Vinita, Skiatook and
Stillwell looming.

Offensive Backs
It shapes up to be a three man race
at the quarterback position. Senior
Matt Clouse (5-10, 165) is a solid all
——1 around athlete who retums after
breaking his collarbone last fall. Junior
Dusty Crowder (6-0, 160) took over for Clouse
after the injury last season. Crowder moved
over from wide receiver and has asked the
coaching staff for an opportunity to try to keep
the quarterback job. Junior Kip Short (5-10,
170) is another candidate. Short got some
experience as a sophomore, but his season
was also cut short by a dislocated shoulder.
Senior Mike Lovelace (5-10, 185) is the
Ridgerunners’ ‘Big Gun’ at running back.
Lovelace is the second strongest player on the
team. Mastin says the senior is explosive and
capable of, “consistent flashes of brilliance.”
Junior fullback Matt Sitton (5-10, 180) also fig-
ures into the picture.

Receivers

A pair of quality tight ends will be the key in
Grove's offensive attack. Senior Dirk
McReynolds (5-10, 210) is vastly improved
from a year ago. Zachery Mastin (6-0, 210)
makes the move from offensive tackle to tight
end. The coach’s son has good hands and bet-
ter blocking ability. Both players will be an
important part of the unbalanced formation.
Junior Lucas Hillis (5-9, 150) is a speedy wide
receiver and slot back who will be a constant
threat.

Offensive Line

Senior Clayton Jackson (6-0, 230) has the best
strength on the team. The offensive guard has
emerged as a team leader and his classroom
smarts carry over to the trenches. Mike
Thompson (5-11, 165) has an offensive line-
man mentality. Despite his small size, coach
Mastin says the senior is too talented not to
find a spot in the offensive lineup. Thompson
will play some guard, and may even be experi-
mented with as a blocking fullback.

Defensive Line

Jackson, McReynolds and Zachery Mastin will
anchor the defensive front. Mastin proved to be
fearless last fall when he went up against
some 300 pound offensive tackles. The sopho-
more combo of Josh Miller (6-1, 230) and Brian
Proctor (5-9, 225) should make major contribu-
tions. The two underclassmen have good feet
and natural strength.

Linebackers

Thompson is a seasoned linebacker. Lovelace
and Sitton will utilize their above average
speed and tackling ability in the Ridgerunner’s
4-3 alignment. Defensive coordinator Larmry
Schackelford will take a good look at some of
the younger players to add depth at the line-
backer position.

Defensive Backs

The opposition would be smart not to mess
with junior defensive back Wes Cunningham
(5-9, 150). Cunningham is an accomplished
boxer and martial arts student. A wrist injury
limited his playing time on the football field last
year, but the coaching staff expects
Cunningham to be a key in the secondary this
fall. Hillis retums as a comer. Mastin touts the
junior as being able to play man to man with
anybody in the state of Oklahoma.

lempy’s Sports

GROVE, OK ¢ GRAND LAKE
918-786-1013

f

Polaris ATV's
& Watercraft

Only Liability Insurance Required & No Credit Check

Hwy 59 & 63rd
Grove, OK
918-785-7979

OVER 100
UNITS IN
STOCK

RENT A RIDE LOCATED AT
CREDIT WORLD OF NEOSHO & GROVE
RENTAL CARS STARTING AS LOW AS

$20.00 A DAY

Neosho, MO
417-451-5100
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Ketchum .o

Classification: 8-man
District; 4
Head Coach: James Dawson
Years at School: 6th
Record at School: 25-25

1996 Kotchum Warrlors Schedule
Septomber

] Prue

13 Weich

i) Bluejacket

27 Webber Falls
October

4 Foyl

n Watts

17 Welootha

2% Cave Springs
November

1 Oaks

8 Central Salisaw

“You Can't Stop the Chop.”
at’s the baitle ¢ry in Ketehum this fall
I as the Warriors make a run at their
third straight Oklahoma 8-man playoff
appearance. Head coach James Dawson
has witnessed a major metamorphosis of
this year's seniors.

“Two years ago we made the post season
for the first time in 14 seasons,” Dawson
said.

“It changed the kids’ attitude. They are
real excited because they know that they are
capable of competing with anybody in the
state. We're not in awe of anyone.”

Indeed, the Waniors have come
a long way in recent times. In ‘95,
their playoff loss was to eventual
state runner-up Morrison. Six
starters retumn on both sides of the
football, and in the 8-man game,
that equates to having three-fourths
of the nucleus back on the field.

Ketchum has a very manageable
schedule. Traditionally, the first two
district games, and the last two dis-
trict games have been key, and the
Warriors will enjoy home field
advantage in all of them.

“For their sake, 1 hope this team
does well,” Dawson asserts. “They
have worked hard and they are very
deserving.”

Offenslve Backs

Al of the skill position players are
seasoned starters for the Warriors.
Senior quarterback Brad Farrar (6-

1995 Overall Record: 5-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Retuming: 6
Defensive Starters Retuming: 6
Total Retuming Lettermen: 13

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 8, LOSE 2
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1, 170) is a versatile athlete who
ran for 700 yards and passed for
700 yards as a junior. Dawson says his sig-
nal caller has a good understanding of the
offensive schemes and has good leadership
qualities. Junior fullback Charlie
Cunningham (5-11, 190) has been a regular
since his freshman season. His move from
tight end to fullback last year paid off as
Cunningham rushed for more than 1,000
yards. Running back James Long (5-10,
185) retumns for his senior season after gain-
ing 600 yards last fall. Long is a confident
and aggressive leader and may inspire
Cunningham as the two have a friendly bat-
tle to become the leading ground gainer.

Receivers

Senior Tracy Autry (6-3, 175) leads a talent-
ed pass catching corps. Dawson calls the
rangy receiver, “our ace in the hole.” Senior
Eric Robbins (5-7, 150) is the most experi-
enced and most consistent target. Cory
Rubink (6-0, 170) didnt play football until last
year, but really prospered his junior season
by utilizing good speed and the ability to go
after any ball thrown his way.

Offenslve Line

Dustin Moore (6-0, 275) is extremely agile
for his size. The senior is capable of playing
guard or center and will anchor the offensive
front. Junior Daniel Baker (6-0, 195) retums
after seeing significant playing time last fall.
The Warriors have some voids to fill on the
offensive line. C.J. McCord (5-11, 170) is a
top candidate. McCord demonstrated some
unselfishness last year in his junior season.
Due to a heart condition, his playing time in
the trenches was limited, so he concentrated
on special teams, and developed into an all
district kicker.

Defensive Line

Dawson thinks Baker has the heart and
desire to become an outstanding noseguard.
Moore, Autry, and Cunningham will compete
with several quality underclassmen to eamn a
spot on the three-man defensive front.

Linebackers

The Warriors will get a lot of mileage out of
Farrar and Long as they are the incumbent
linebackers. Both players attended a speed
camp in the summer and hope to use the
extra step of quickness they developed to
lead the team in tackles.

Defensive Backs

Robbins will be the big hitter in the sec-
ondary. Senior Gary Hitchcock (5-10, 165)
has very good speed and is capable of pre-
venting the big play. There’s a whole troop of
underclassmen that defensive coordinator
Lew Hill will search through to complete the
defensive backfield.

Family Medical Needs?

T.E. Trow, M.D.

Dr. Trow and his staff at South Grand Lake
Family Care provide medical service that
includes lab and X-ray...and we're just around
the corner! We're here for the entire family.

918/782-4451
602 Ketchum Drive
Ketchum, OK

Proud Supporter of

Warrior Athletics

WHEEL S
FORTUNE

g s Lt

The Four
States
#1 Game

Show!
Monday-Saturday

6:30 PM

KOAM~-TV
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Vhami oovdogs

Classification: 4A
District; 3
Head Coach: Bob Homer
Years at School: 15th
Record at School: 100-60

ob Homer won his one-hundredth
Bgame at Miami High School last fall.

The 15 year veteran should build on
that record in 1996. Fifteen retuming starters
are back on this senior dominated team. The
Wardogs admittedly have one of their most
difficult schedules in recent memory. Six
opponents qualified for the post-season last
year.

“This is an aggressive and hard-nosed
team,” said Homer, “We should be competi-
tive, but the schedule is very tough.”

Miami travels to Vinita for the opener, and
they have a week-four date with dis-
trict champion Coweta. Last year,

—_———

1996 Miami Wardog Schedule
September
‘ 6 Vinita
13 Jay
20 Okmulgee
|2 Coweta
| (Octobep
| Locust Grove
N Grove
18 Wagoner
| 25 Stilwell
|  Novemhep
1 Skiatook
8 Catoosa

1995 Overall Record: 7-4
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 7
Defensive Starters Returning: 8
Total Returning Lettermen: 18

Away
Away
tome
lome

Kome
Away
Home
Away

Home
Away

JAY'S PREDIGTION — WIN 8, LOSE 2
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the Wardogs lost a 24-21 heart-
breaker to Coweta. The seniors will
have revenge on their minds on
September 27th.

Homer knows his team will have
to stay healthy to prosper. Although
the starting players are expetfi-
enced, depth is a concem. If the
senior class provides leadership to
the up and coming players, the
Wardogs will make a run at the dis-
trict championship.

Offensive Backs

Senior Nathan Rapp (5-11, 120)
and junior Keoni Sajulga (5-8, 160)
will compete for the starting quarter-
back position in August. Both are
inexperienced. A stable of senior
running backs should lesson the
burden put on the untested quarter-
back. Johnathan Ellis (5-8, 160)
was the leading ground gainer the past two
year. He'll be pushed by Tony Black (5-10,
170), Adam Lushenko (5-10, 170), and
Shane Mercer (5-6, 155). Athletic senior
David Bates (5-9, 180) and junior David
Gilstrap (5-9, 160) will vie for playing time.
Seniors Josh Murphy (5-10, 190) and Josiah
Plemmans (5-9, 175) are the fullback candi-
dates.

Receivers
Ryan Kenney could be the most talented

skill position player on the field. The senior
wide receiver retums as the leading pass
catchers from 1995. Potential starting tight
ends include senior Ryan Smith (5-11, 190)
and junior Josh Javert (6-0, 170).

Offensive Line

The offensive line has experience and size.
Seniors Casey Lipscomb (6-0, 240), Jerry
Reece (6-2, 235), and Matt Spillman (5-10,
190) will be counted on to lead the attack.
Reece has been a solid starter for two years.
Chad Kettleman (5-10, 200) was the first
player to start for Homer as a freshman. He
retums for his sophomore season more
mature physically and could be a huge asset
to the offensive line. Depth will be sought in
seniors Mike Leonard (5-8, 200) and Chris
Tillman (6-3, 245), along with underclassmen
Brad Heard (6-4, 230) and Kyle Baldridge
(6-0, 240).

Defensive Line

Lipscomb, Tillman and Reece are likely two-
way starters on the line. Leonard is a veter-
an noseguard capable of congesting the
middle. Spillman should get the nod as the
strong side defensive end, while Smith and
sophomore Matt Rhodes (5-11, 200) battle
for a start on the other side.

Linebackers

The linebacking core could be the best in
District 3. Murphy retums as the Wardogs'
leading tackler. He'll be complemented by
veterans Plemmans and Kettleman. Homer
will have to find some back up strength from
the crop of newcomers.

Defensive Backs

Leadership in the secondary will be sought
in Ellis and Kenney. The speedy senior tan-
dem can cover a lot of ground in the defen-
sive backfield. Black, Lushenko and Mercer
were all back-ups at comerback as juniors.
They must fill the voids in paiss coverage.
Rapp and Gilstrap may be asked to play a
role defensively in long yardage situations.

Charlie’s
Chicken & BBQ

Good Luck To

All Area Teams!

Dine In « Carry Out * Drive Throughs
Open 10:30am - 10:00pm 7 Days

1527 N. Main
Miami, OK
918-542-8120

e—

Martin Anderson, M.D.

Orthopaedic Surgeon
« Sports Medicine
« TreatmentofBone Muscle, 207 2nd Avenue S.W.
Nerve & Joint Conditions

« Board Certified

Proud Supporter of Wardog Athletics!

540-1655

2 INTEGRIS
Baptist Regional Health Center.
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m
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74354
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Auto - Fire - Life * Farm » Commercial

F’ Cablecom of Miami

1996 NFL. ON ESPN SCHEDULE
Preason Channel 30

Date Time(ET) Game
Sat., July 27 10 PM-1 AM Japan Bowl 96: Pittsburg vs. San Diego
Mon., August 12 8-11 PM New England at Dallas
Thu., August 15 8-11 PM QOakland at Atlanta

Regular Season
Sun., November 3 8-11 PM San Francisco at New Orleans
Sun., November 10 8-11 PM New York Giants at Carolina
Sun., November 17 8-11 PM Minnesota at Oakland
Sun., November 24 8-11 PM Green Bay at St. Louis -
Sun., December 1 8-11 PM New England at San Diego
Thu., December 5 8-11 PM Philadelphia at Indianapolis
Sun., December 8 8-11 PM Minnesota at Detroit
Sun., December 15 8-11 PM Seattle at Jacksonville
Sun., December 22 8-11 PM Denver at San Diego

Dates and times are tentative and subject to change. Some programming may be subject to blackout.

Michael G. King
Insurance Agent

707 E. Steve
Owens Blvd.
Miami, Oklahoma

fumlshlng homes & Ilfesfyles

Serving the Four-States for over 52 years

208 N. MAIN - MIAMI, OK 74354
(918) 542-6693
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CHBP ol

Classification: 1A
District; 6A
Head Coach: Willie Ng
Years at School: 3rd
Record at School: 7-13

1996 Picher Gorillas Schedule
September

] Galena

13 Chouteau
20 Chelsea
27 Afton
October

L] Golcord
1 Gommerce
17 Quapaw
25 Fairland
November

1 Kansas

8 Wyandotte

1995 Overall Record: 3-7
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 9
Defensive Starters Returning: 9
Total Returning Lettermen: 11

Away
Away
Home
Away

Home
Away
Home
lome

Away
Home

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 5, LOSE 5
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] ilie Ng enters his third year as head

W coach of the Gorillas, and most of
his starting lineup has been around

since the beginning of the Ng era. Seven of the
nine seniors have at least two years of starting
experience on their resumes and it should add
up to a very competitive team in the difficult 6A
district.

“They may not be the most athletic team,”
Ng said, “but they play lights out every down.
They play with reckless abandon and they are
very aggressive.”

The experience of nine offensive starters
and nine defensive starters gives Ng reason to
believe his team will make a run at
the district title. Ng has stressed fun-
damental, assignment oriented foot-
ball and the effort should reap some
big wins for the Gorillas. Six of
Picher’s seven losses last season
were by margins of at least two touch-
downs. That fact should give this
senior dominated team added incen-
tive to redeem themselves. Ng is con-
cerned about finding some leaders
among the ranks. If he does, Picher
could put together it's best record this
decade.

The Gorillas open the season
across state lines in Galena, KS. That
first Friday night will be a good
barometer to see just how good this
team can be.

Offensive Backs

Injury plagued senior Jeremy Herd (5-
10, 190) makes the move from quar-
terback to tight end. That leaves senior Jeremy
Beckwith (5-8, 140) as the apparent starting
signal caller this fall. Beckwith will need to
assume a leadership rdle offensively. Senior
running back Chad Davis (5-10, 190) has been
the Gorillas’ top ground gainer the last two
years. If Davis can stay healthy, he will make a
run at the 1,000 yard mark. Clint Epperson (5-
10, 180) is one of the few underclassmen
expected to start. The sophomore running back
was a starter as a ninth grader.

Receivers
Lanky Jeff McCoy (6-0, 150) is the Gorillas’

veteran pass catcher. McCoy led the team in |
catches in each of the last two seasons. Junior
Michael Phillips (5-9, 160} will likely get the nod
at the other wideout position. Herd will be a
constant threat as the Gorillas' tight end. He
understands the offense better than anyone
and he runs well after the catch.

Offensive Line

Ng calls offensive lineman John Kelly (5-10,
185) his best interior player. Just a junior, Kelly
will be expected to display leadership qualities
across the front. Seniors Jeremy Patterson (5-
9, 194), Cecil Bench (5-10, 202), and Gabe
Clevenger (5-11, 215) are experienced in the
trenches. Sophomore Jake Walker (5-11, 205) \
is a transfer from Miami who could make an

immediate impact, and senior Richy Powers

(6-2, 230) could find his niche on third and

short and goaline situations.

Defensive Line

Bench, Clevenger and Powers could be asked

to play both ways. Junior Michael Davis (5-9, |
160) has overcome deafness to become a reli-

able noseguard. Senior Justin Crouch (5-10,

165) is penciled in as a potential starter at

defensive end, while Ng and his staff look to an
underclassman to emerge on the other side. ‘
Freshman Richard Paxson (5-9, 180) is a good

bet to earn the other starting defensive end '
roster spot. |

Linebackers

Herd will play linebacker with great intensity.
He could get even more aggressive this year
after being relieved of his quarterbacking
duties. The unit has depth with Kelly and
Patterson back as experienced starters and
Epperson contending for playing time defer-
sively.

Defensive Backs

Davis and McCoy will provide good footspeed
in the secondary. The athletic Beckwith could

also contribute at defensive back. The coach-
ing staff is excited about the potential of fresh-
man Brent Judd (5-8, 155) in pass coverage.

BINGHAM SAND & GRAVEL CO.

Box 728
Baxter Springs, KS 66713
(316) 679-9810 Fax (316) 679-2966

Koronis Drug Store

DISCOUNT
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TEETER’S

ASPHALT &
MATERIALS

FREE DELIVERY

673-1555

213 S. Connell

Picher
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Quapaw, OK 74363

/o G & J’s N
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918-673-1243
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JIM WOODS
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INC.

X
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Cutting Oils
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Picher, OK 74360

1-800-656-8415
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FULL LINE
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Quapaw 7o

+ [] o doubt, Mike McClure was rather
emotional at graduation ceremonies

at Quapaw High School this Spring.

Classification: 1A The Wildcats head coach saw two of the
District: 6A areas’ most talented players move on. Gone
Head Coach: Mike McClure are standout quarterback Adam Thomasson

and running back Darren Maute, the cata-
Years at School: 4th lysts behind Quapaw’s back to back appear-
Record at School: 30-9 ances in the Oklahoma state semi-finals.
McClure has some big voids to fill, but the
veteran coach (16 years, 146-39 overall) has
consistently found ways to build champions
before.
= —_—— e 5 U “We hope that a carry over from

our recent past successes will help
1336 Quapaw Wildcats Schedule this team compete,” McClure said.
September “We have some young men who
5 Chelsea Away possess the ability to be successful,
‘ 13 Adair Home but it will take time for them to blend
together into a cohesive unit.”
‘ 20 Fairiand Home McClure isn't as worried about
2 Kansas Away the opponents as he is about his
| October own team.
| 4 Wyandotie Home “Our toughest opponent? It may
1 Chioteau Away be the Quapaw Wildcats, time will
tell.
17 Picher Away The importance of pre-season
25 Atton Home camp in August will be magnified if
November this group wants to win. The young
1 Colcord Away Wildcats will be thrown into the fire ‘
in week four with a trip to Kansas.
8 Gommerce Home The following week they host
Wyandotte.

Offensive Backs
Sophomore Nick Truelove (5-10, 140) is the
1995 Overall Record: 12-2 heir apparent to Adamsson at quarterback.

Junior Bucky Barnes (6-1, 190) has good
1995 Play off Record: 3-1 size and starting experience at fullback and

Offensive Starters Returning: 4 will be get plenty of carries. Classmates
Defensive Starters.R_eturning: 2 Trampas Thomasson (5-6, 140) and Danny

" _ Barnett (5-6, 160) will have to mature quickly
TOtal Retumlng Lettermen' 17 to make the running game move.

Receivers
Shaun Burki (6-0, 150) is the veteran in the

JAY'S l}ﬁ__l]lﬂlﬂhl — WIN 6, LOSE 4
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position group. McClure will call on senior
Gary Graham (5-6, 140) to contribute. Kyle
Neal (6-2, 170) has never played, but the
senior possesses athletic ability and good
hands and could be a real surprise in the
Wildcats’ offensive arsenal.

Offensive Line

The big guys up front will have to perform in
the early season. McClure thinks the offen-
sive line is the strongest position group on
the team. Juniors Dustin Wall (6-3, 225) and
Tyson McKibben (6-0, 220) both have start-
ing experience. Support will have to be
found in Albert Ray (6:0, 180), Zach-Stivers
(5-6, 150), James Gray (6-1, 230), Jay Price
(6-1, 190), or Anthony Jackson (6-0, 230).

Defensive Line

Barnes and Ray will be the contain men at
defensive end. McClure believes the
defense lacks great speed, so their perfor-
mance will be critical. Gray. and Jackson
have good size and are liable to find their
niche defensively. Junior Jason Baird (5-10,
180) is a newcomer who will be counted on
to make an impact. Barnett is capable of dis-
rupting offenses with his above average
quickness.

Linebackers

Burki could emerge as the playmaker at line-
backer. The Wildcats lack depth at the posi-
tion. Thomasson has a good nose for the
football, he may wind up playing both ways if
McClure can't find any underclassmen to fill
the role.

Defensive Backs

Graham has limited experience at defensive
back, but he'll be counted on to lead the sec-
ondary in the early season. If Neal is a quick
learner, the first year player could earn a
starting spot on defense. It will be important
to find some young players to step forward
and contribute in the secondary.

\\

THE BANK OF

Bank With Us, “Be A Big Duck In A Little ﬁuddle Lol
Quapaw,OK - i
(918) 674-2263 *s+ FAX (918) 6234@2485; i
JOSEPH J. SMITH — President — h;mmw ke

JOSIE BILKE — Vice President
RALPH BILKE — Vice President

4

m, Kandy’s ﬁ{

Korner

QIMPLE §IMON’S PIZZA

$

220 Main e Quapaw'

| [/ |
TOTAL
WS

674-2888
Broasted Chicken
Full Service Grocery
Hardware Line & Deli

BN S L

L

BURGGRAF TIRE & SUPPLY

A DIVISION OF THE BURGGRAF CORPORATION
329 Main Street * Quapaw ¢ Oklahoma 74363

Family Owned and Operated Since 1951
Serving
TEXAS » ARKANSAS » OKLAHOMA « MISSOURI « KANSAS ¢ LOUISIANA

Complete Tire Lines
* Passenger

* Light Truck

* Medium Truck

* Farm Implement

* Rear Farm

918-674-2281
1-800-331-2617
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vinita o

Conference: Verdigris Valley
Classification: 3A
District: 3A-3
Head Coach: L.P. Williams
Years at School: 16th
Record at School: 126-48

nning football games has become
Wa habit in Vinita and L.P. Williams
expects the healthy addiction to
continue in his 16th year at the helm. This
year’s seniors have won 22 games and lost
just five since they joined the strong pro-
gram. Vinita is coming off a tremendous year
in which they finished as Oklahoma class 3A
state runner-ups. With 27 retuming lettermen
back in uniform, the Homets are a good bet
to make a run at a Sooner State title.
“These kids know how to play and they
expect to win,” Williams said.
Williams isn't taking anything for granted
this fall. The Homets open the sea-
son against rival Miaimi. Each week

18986 Vinita Hornets Schedule
September

6 Miami

13 Nowata
20 Grove

27 Gollimsvllle
October

4 Dewey

n Kellyville
17 Pawhuska
25 Oologah
Novembep

1 Jay

8 Gascia Hall

1995 District Record: 13-1
1995 Playoff Record; 3-1

Offensive Starters Returning; 7
Defensive Starters Retuming;: 5
Total Retuming Lettermen: 27

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 10, LOSF 0
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Away

will offer a new challenge, including
an October 25th showdown with
Oolagah.

“Every game is critical. These
programs are getting so good, there
aren't any weak sisters anymore,”
Williams added.

If everything falls into place, and
if the Homets find some depth,
Vinita will feed the winning habit to
the hilt.

Offensive Backs .
Senior quarterback Jeff Williams is
one of the best in the region.
Williams accounted for 27 touch-
downs last season. Sixteen of his
49 completions went for scores.
With 4.4 speed in the 40 yard dash,
Williams is a burner, and could do
the most damage to defenses as a

—1 runner. Senior Travis Bryant (5-11,

195) is back after racking up nearly
900 yards at running back last fall. Bryant is
also capable of producing big plays as a
receiver out of the backfield. He caught five
touchdown passes as a junior. Senior Eric
Allen (5-9, 160) is another retuming starter
who averaged 7 yards a carry in ‘95.

Receivers

The Homets have a one-two punch at wide
receiver with Timothy Morgan (5-10, 165)
and Kurt Surine (5-11, 170). Heath Hartley
(5-11, 175) is an all around athlete who will
complement the split ends. Added support
comes from senior Ryan Claybomn (6-1, 165)
and junior Josh Lee (6-2, 170).

Offensive Line

Seniors Travis Lalicker (5-8, 230) and Matt
Lawon (6-1, 215) will help pave the way for
the Homets’ explosive offense. The differ-
ence between a good season and a great
season may be determined by how well
some younger offensive linemen develop.
Senior Dink Bass (6-2, 290) has huge poten-
tial. Classmates William Fry (6-0, 190),
Travis Hartley (6-2, 240), and Brandon Lins
(6-1, 235) are expected to push for a regular
spot in the trenches.

Defenslve Line

Junior Kelly Sayahnjad (6-1, 255) will take
center stage at noseguard on the defensive
front. Unlike last year, Wiliams might have to
use a few interior linemen on both offense
and defense. Lalicker and Lawson are can-
didates to play both ways. Junior Jake
Rhinehart (6-0, 185) is a potential down line-
man. Amongst the players vying for a job at
defensive end are Fry, senior Pat Henderson
(5-10, 170) and juniors Justin Hale (5-11,
175) and Shawn Lawhon (5-10, 165).

Linebackers

Senior Clay Osbum (5-10, 190) will focus on
defense and play linebacker. Together with
Bryant, the Homets will have speed to bum
on the second fine of defense. Junior Jacob
Folks (6-0, 175) is a promising understudy
who could make contributions. Williams and
his staff will have to find some reinforcement
from the younger players.

Defensive Backs =

Williams has put confidence in retuming
starting defensive backs James Lingo (5-11,
150) and Hartley. The two seniors will be
called upon to provide the entire defense
with leadership. Both are seasoned veterans
in the backfield, capable of producing
tumnovers and making big plays. Seniors
-Brian Hardrick (6-2, 170) and Pat Henderson
{5-10, 170) could break into the starting line-
up. Competition in the secondary will be
fierce with juniors Kyle Wayman (5-10, 160)
and Leon Slinker (5-6, 140) among the
aspiring defensive backs.

Following
News Channel 7
at 10:00!

NEWS

KOAM-TV
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Welch oo

fter running the table in the regular
season and winning two playoff

ames, the Welch Wildcats must

Classification: C reload for the 1996 season.
District: 4 Mike Kames has the Herculean task of
Y replacing star two-way lineman Jered Miller,
Head Coach: Mike Kames four-year starting quarterback Gabe
Years at School: 4th Scheafer and his favorite target Brock
Record at School: 27-5 Eubanks. !t will not be easy.

“We will be very young and must wait to
see how the underclassmen develop,”
Karnes said.

The Wildcats rolled up 42 points per
game during the regular season.
With two stellar running backs

1996 Welch Wildcats Schedule returning, Kamnes thinks this years
September offensive unit has the potential to be
explosive again. i
6 Copan Home “The offense is probably our
13 Ketchum - Home strength this year. The majority of
20 Foyk Away the offense is young and rather
2 White Oak Home inexperienced, but they are hard
workers that know how to win and
October want to win again,” Karnes said.
4 Bowlegs Away With three of their first four
1 Shidien Home games at home, Welch has the
chance to get off to a fast start.
1 jacket Aviay Back to back games against power-
% Butner Home ful Foyil and White Oak could very
Novembep well dictate the fate of this year’s
1 open Wildcat program.
8 Webbors Fals Away Offensive Backs
Junior Chris Bozarth (5-6, 120)
steps onto the scene as the heir
apparent to Schaefer. Bozarth is tiny, but
quick, and he has worked hard to improve
) his skills and understanding of the offense.
1995 Overal Record: 12-1 Sophomore Jimmy Harden (5-7, 135) has
1995 PIayoff Record: 2-1 gained 25 pounds in the off season and will
Offensive Starters Retuming: yi push for playing time. The senior running

0 v back tandem of Jake Clark (5-8, 210) and
Defensive Starters Rewmmg' 3 Derek Grigsby (5-8, 165) are back from the

Total Retumm,#tmrmm 7 high scoring offensive attack. Clark is a pow-
Qi (i3 4 erful fullback, while Grigsby will line up as
tailback in the “I” formation. Freshman Sean

. Freeman (5-6, 135) and Phillip Shinn (5-7,
JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 6, LOSE 3 S ue
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Receivers

Part time contributors Doug Rexwinkle (5-5,
125) and Glen Walker (5-7, 160) return for
their senior seniors as able pass catchers.
Rexwinkle is a split end, while Walker mans
the tight end position. Welch receivers
accounted for more than 1,000 yards
through the air last season. Some under-
classmen will have to fill the voids ip.the
Wildcats hope to be a threat withthé pass-
ing attack.’ 401
Offensive Line

Junior Josh Rutledge (6-0, 235) will lead the
troops up front. Sophomore Doug Simmons
(6-0, 230) is expected to be a mainstay after
seeing some playing time as a freshmen.
Support will come from developing class-
mate Billy Vail (5-7, 175).

Defensive Line

Expect Rutledge and Simmons to be the
dominant players on the defensive front too.
Clark and Walker will be a keys at defensive
end. Depth is a big concemn on both interior
lines, and Kames might be forced to employ
schemes that require quickness rather than

L.Size R Ras: S

Linebackers

The linebacker corps is almost as thin as the
offensive and defensive lines. Monty
Rexwinkle (5-6, 155) showed good promise
as a fundamentally sound linebacker during

- his freshman season, and Freeman might

have to make an immegiate impact.

Defensive Backs

The secondary is the best position group on
defense. Defensive back Grigsby returns to
start after a solid performance last fall.
Bozarth will be asked to step into the starting
lineup on defense too. Doug Rexwinkle,
Harden and Shinn are also possibilities on a
unit that will need to make many tackles.

Pediatric Medical Needs?
Tom Tryon, M.D. i0oiaiow

. : Doctors' Office Center
Dr. Tryon is a Board Certified Pediatrician Miami. OK
/ 4

available full-time in Miami as a member of
Baptist Regional Associated Physicians. As a
pediatrician Dr. Tryon accepts patients from birth Proud Supporter of

through adolescence. Wildcat Athletics

0 WELCH STATE BANK

4th & Commercial * Welch, OK A -

Good Luck Wildzarte

Pearl

Wednesdays
at 7:30 pm

(beginning Sept. 18th)
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Classification; 1A
District: 6A
Head Coach: Jim Herring
Years at School: 4th
Record at School: 28-7

eware of the Bears. Wyandotte is loaded
with talent, full of confidence, and over-
flowing with poterntial, Jim Herring's team
could contend for an Oklahoma state fitle.
“With some luck, this could be the best over-
all team that l've coached,” said Hering.
Baring any bad luck, the veteran coach of
26 years could be lead the Bears to the class
1A championship. Heiting welcomes 13 starters
back from last years’ 12-1 team, and most of
them are only juniors. Despite the wealth of tal-
ent, Henring isn't taking anything for granted.
The Bears will be tested on the first
Friday night of the season when they

1886 Wyandotte Bears Schedule
Septomber

6 Westville
18 Afton

20 Colcord
z Gommerce
October

4 Quapaw
1 v
17 Kansas
5 Kiefor
lome

Nevember

1 Chotteau
7 Picher

Away

Away
Away
Away

make a frip to Wesiville.

“Westville will be a crucial game. It
will tell us if we are going to be as
good or better than last year.”

Hening thinks the district season will
also be a big challenge. He says the
addition of Commerce and Chouteau
into the district make it very competi-
tive

Offensive Backs

The biggest task in August appears to
be for the Bears to find a starting quar-
terback. Junior Steven Herring (6-2,
180) has good skills and good athletic
ability, but is untested under center.
Classmate Brandon Bartiey (6-1, 180)
will push for the starting nod. Al three
starting running backs retum. Junior

1995 Overall Record: 11-1
1995 Playoff Record: 2-1
Offensive Starters Retuming; 7
Defensive Starters Retuming; 6
Total Retuming Lettermen: 22

1;1_2,‘ _ KOAMPIGSKIN rPrReVIEW Gb

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 10, LOSE 0

Matt Howard (5-9, 175) is the leader of
the attack. Howard rushed for 881 yards and
scored 15 touchdowns in ‘95. Fellow juniors
James Bear (5-10, 175) and Nick Baker (5-11,
180) should rack up plenty of yards, and junior
speedster Scott Worley (6-1, 165) will provide
big play potential. Jon Marlow (5-9, 140) could
see action as a freshman.,

Receivers
Seniors Nick Hamilton (5-9, 165) and Shaun
Fritchey (6-0, 180) were part time starters a

yandotte /-

year ago at spiit end and tight end respectively.
Aaron Hance (6-0, 165) and David Sherwood
(6-1, 160) are a pair of juniors who should make
some plays. Hance is a bumer while Sherwood
is a possession receiver. Junior Ryan Whitlock
(5-11, 145) could contribute the passing game.
Senior John Cook (6-0, 190) could play a role at
tight end. Cook hasnt played football the last
two years, but was a standout basketball player
last winter.

Offensive Line

Atrio of junior offensive linemen have outstand-
ing abifity, Seth Adams (64, 270), Adam
Butterfield (6-1, 210), and Phil Laxton (6-0, 240)
could, “play for any high school team in the
region,” according to Herring. All three qualified
for the Oldahoma state weight liing meet.
Junior Eric Lofland (5-9, 195) compliments the
group as a retuming starter. Senior Shawn
Crane (6-1, 245) and junior Jason Mariow (6-1,
200) could also play a key role on the offensive
line.

Defensive Line

Adams, Laxton, Lofiand, and Marlow will be the
mainstays on the defensive front as well.
Fritchey should eam the starting nod at one
defensive end, while Bartley, Sherwood, and
Worley compete for the other spot.

Linebackers

The “Killer B's” lead the linebacking corps.
Backer, Bear and Butterfield all have part time
starting experience at the position and should
make the majority of the tackles for Wyandote.
Sophomores Casey Marlow (58, 145) and
Curtis Lofland (5-9, 150) are other candidates.

Defensive Backs

Hamitton will lead the secondary. Herring has
experience at free safety, but might not be used
if he's the starting quarterback. The pool of
defensive backs is deep, with Howard, Hance,
Ryan Whitlock (5-11, 145) and James Jones (5-
9, 150) alf possible starters.

NEWS

KOAM-TV

Nash
Bridges

Fridays
at 9:00 PM

« Sports Medicine
@ Treatment of Bone, Muscle,

« Board Certifled

207 2nd Avenue S.W.

23 INTEGRIS

Martin Anderson, M.D.
Orthopaedic Surgeon

940-1655

Baptist Regional Health Center.

Proud Supporter
of
Bear Athletics!

Look & Feel
Your Best At

s
HAIR & WEAR

Your Total Image Salon

Open Monday - Saturday
10-6
Phone 678-2600

HAIR
NAILS

TANNING

LADIES CLOTHING

C
VISA

HEURRRE
Al A
& GROUP ZN
mmm,-

Auto - Boat - Homeowners
Renters « Commercial
Workman'’s Comp. - Life * Farms

MAX VOWELS
INSURANCE

(417) 776-3301

FARMERS INSURANCE
GROUP OF COMPANIES
MISSOURI - OKLAHOMA
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BAYLOR

WACO, TEXAS

(7-4)

S. 7 LOUISIANATECH
S.14 LOUISVILLE
S.21 OREGON ST.*
0.5 TEXAS TECH
0.12 NEBRASKA
0.19 OKLAHOMA*
0.26 IOWA STATE*
N. 2 TEXAS

N. 9 TEXAS A&M*
N.16 MISSOURI*
N.23 OKLAHOMA ST.

KANSAS STATE
MANHATTAN,KAN.
(10-2)

A31 TEXAS TECH*
S. 7 INDIANA ST*
S.14 CINCINNATI*
S21 RICE

0.5 NEBRASKA"
0.12 MISSOURI
0.19 TEXAS A&M
0.26 OKLAHOMA*
N.9 KANSAS
N.16 COLORADO
N.23 IOWA STATE*

OKLAHOMA STATE
STILLWATER, OKLA.
(4-8)

A31 SW MISSOURI ST.*
S. 7 TEXASTECH®@
S.14 TULSA*

S.21 UTAH STATE*
0.5 TEXAS

0.12 COLORADO
0.19 |OWA STATE*
0.26 MISSOURI

N. 2 TEXAS A&M*
N. 9 OKLAHOMA*
N.23 BAYLOR*
@IRVING,TX.

COLORADO
BOULDER, COLO.
(10-2)

A.31 WASHINGTON ST*
S.7 COLORADO ST.
S.14 MICHIGAN*
S.28 TEXAS A&M
0.12 OKLAHOMA ST
0.19 KANSAS

0.26 TEXAS*

N.2 MISSOURI

N.9 IOWA STATE*
N.16 KANSAS STATE*
N.29 NEBRASKA

MISSOURI
COLUMBIA, MO.

(3-8)

A31 TEXAS

S.14 MEMPHIS*
S.21 CLEMSON*
S.28 IOWA STATE
0.5 SMU

0.12 KANSAS STATE*
0.26 OKLAHOMA ST
N. 2 COLORADO*
N. 9 NEBRASKA
N.16 BAYLOR

N.23 KANSAS*

TEXAS

AUSTIN, TEXAS
(10-2-1)

A31 MISSOURI*
S. 7 NEW MEXICO ST*
S.21 NOTRE DAME*
S.28 VIRGINIA

0.5 OKLAHOMAST.
0.12 OKLAHOMA@
0.26 COLORADO
N. 2 BAYLOR*

N. 9 TEXAS TECH
N.16 KANSAS

N.29 TEXAS A&M*
@DALLAS, TX.
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IOWA STATE

AMES, IOWA

(3-8)

S. 7 WYOMING*
S.14 IOWA

S.21 NORTHERN IOWA*
2.28 MISSOURI*
0.12 TEXAS A&M*
0.19 OKLAHOMA ST.
0.26 BAYLOR

N. 2 KANSAS*

N. 9 COLORADO
N.16 NEBRASKA*
N.23 KANSAS STATE

NEBRASKA
LINCOLN, NEB.

(12-0)

S. 7 MICHIGAN ST
S.21 ARIZONA STATE
S.28 COLORADO ST
0.5 KANSAS STATE
0.12 BAYLOR*

0.19 TEXAS TECH
0.26 KANSAS*

N. 2 OKLAHOMA
N.9 IOWA STATE
N.29 COLORADO*

TEXAS A&M

COLLEGE STATION, TEXAS
(9-3)

A24 BYU@

S.14 SW LOUISIANA
S.21 NORTH TEXAS*
S.28 COLORADO*

0.5 LOUISIANA TECH"
0.12 IOWA STATE

0.19 KANSAS STATE*
0.26 TEXAS TECH*

N. 2 OKLAHOMA ST.
N. 9 BAYLOR

N.16 OKLAHOMA*

N.29 TEXAS
@PIGSKIN CLASSIC,
PROVO, UT

KANSAS
LAWRENCE, KAN.
(10-2)

A31 BALL STATE*
S.14 TCU

S.28 UTAH

0.5 OKLAHOMA
0.12 TEXAS TECH*
0.19 COLORADO*
0.26 NEBRASKA
N.2 IOWA STATE
N.9 KANSAS STATE*
N.16 TEXAS*

N.23 MISSOURI

OKLAHOMA
NORMAN, OKLA.
(5-5-1)

S.7 TCU*

S21 SANDIEGO ST.
S.28 TULSA*

0.5 KANSAS*
0.12 TEXAS@

0.19 BAYLOR

0.26 KANSAS STATE
N. 2 NEBRASKA*
N.9 OKLAHOMA ST.
N.16 TEXAS A&M
N.23 TEXAS TECH*
@DALLAS, TX.

TEXAS TECH
LUBBOCK, TEXAS
(9-3)

A.31 KANSAS STATE
S. 7 OKLAHOMAST.@
S.21 GEORGIA

S.28 UTAH STATE"
0.5 BAYLOR*

0.12 KANSAS

0.19 NEBRASKA*
0.26 TEXAS A&M

N. 9 TEXAS*

N.16 SW LOUISIANA*
N.23 OKLAHOMA
@IRVING, TX.

WEEK 1

Saturday, August 31

Wayne (Neb.) State @ ESU
All other MIAA schools are idle

WEEK 2

Saturday, September 7

TSU @ Valdosta (Ga.) State
Quincy (Iil.) @ UMH ,
South Dakota ST @ NWMSU
MWSC @ Nebraska-Kearney
Fort Hays (Kan.) State @ ESU
Augustana (S.D.) @ CMSU
PSU @ Eastern lllinois
MSSC, SBU, WU are idle

WEEK 3
Thursday, September 12
Southwestern (Kan.) @ CMSU

Saturday, September 14

Mankato (Minn.) State @ NWMSU
Missouri Valley @ UMR

Quincy (lll.) @ MWSC

MSSC @ NE (Okla.) State

SBU @ Ouachita Baptist (Ark.)
TSU @ Southwest Missouri State
WU @ Fort Hays (Kan.) State
PSU, ESU are idle

(Weeks 4-12 are MIAA Games)

WEEK 4

Saturday, September 21
NWMSU @ SBU
MSSC @ ESU

TSU @ UMR

MWSC @ WU

PSU @ CMSU

WEEK 5

Saturday, September 28
UMR @ NWMSU

WU @ TSU

ESU @ MWSC

CMSU @ MSSC

SBU @ PSU

WEEK 6

Saturday, October 5
MWSC @ SBU
MSSC @ UMR

1996 Football Schedule (as of June 4)

6 p.m.

1 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

4 p.m.

6 p.m.

7 p.m.

7 p-m.

7 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p-m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

1p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
6 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m,

1 p.m.
HC 1:30 p.m.

MWNSU @ CMSU
TSU @ PSU
ESU @ WU

WEEK 7

Saturday, October 12
NWMSU @ TSU
PSU @ MWSC
UMR @ ESU

CMSU @ WU

SBU @ MSSC

WEEK 8

Saturday, October 19
ESU @ SBU

WU @ UMR

CMSU @ TSU
MWSC @ NWMSU
MSSC @ PSU

WEEK 9

Saturday, October 26
PSU @ ESU

SBU @ WU

TSU @ MWSC

UMR @ CMSU
NWMSU @ MSSC

WEEK 10

Saturday, November 2
ESU @ NWMSU
MSSC @ TSU
MWSC @ CMSU
UMR @ SBU

WU @ PSU

WEEK 11

Saturday, November 9
CMSU @ SBU
NWMSU @ WU

PSU @ UMR

TSU @ ESU

MWSC @ MSSC

WEEK 12

Saturday, November 16
ESU @ CMSU

PSU @ NWMSU

SBU @ TSU

UMR @ MWSC

WU @ MSSC

HC

HC
HC
HC

" HC

HC
HC

HC
HC

2 p.m.
2 p.m.
7 p-m.

1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

2 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
2 p.m.
7 p.m.

1p.m.
1 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2 p.m.
7 p.m.

1p.m,
1p.m.
1p.m.
1p.m.
1p.m.

1p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.
1:30 p.m.

1 p.m.
1 p.m.
1p.m.
1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
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offeyville G.C. -« ravens

Conference: Jayhawk JUCO
Head Coach: Skip Foster
Years at School: 8th
Record at School: 50-20-2

kip Foster’s 1995 football squad was
Stransfonned from an average team into

a good team. With the vast majority of
starters retuming this fall, the Red Ravens
could make the transition from ‘good'’ to ‘great’.

“Il am really excited about this upcoming
year,” Foster said. “| feel like we have an excel-
lent chance of having one of the better teams
since I've been head coach.”

Those are meaningful words from the leader
of the 1990 and 1991 Junior College National
Championship teams.

“The way this group performed in the off-
season program impresses me. They
have excellent athletic ability and a

1996 Coffeyville Community College
Red Ravens Schedute
September

7 Highland

14 Butler County
21 Dodge Gity
28 independence
October

b Hutchinson
12 Fort Scott

19 Garden City

Away
Away

Away

Away

great attitude. This team really wants
to win the Jayhawk Conference,”
Foster adds.

With 15 starters back from the ‘95
team, the Red Ravens appear to be
among the elite in the very competi-
tive Jayhawk Conference. Foster has
his entire veteran coaching staff back
again this season, and an impressive
crop of recruits on campus.

An October 5th home date against
Hutchinson looms large for
Coffeyville. Unlike most of the rest of
the league, Coffeyville does not play
any games outside of the Jayhawk
conference. At least not until after the
league championship game.

Offensive Backs
A lightning quick offensive unit starts
with sophomore quarterback William

1995 Overall Record: 6-3-1
1995 Playoff Record: 1-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 8
Defensive Starters Returning: 7
Total Returning Lettermen: 23

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 0
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Gerald Neasman (5-10, 180). The
Florida product runs a 4.3 40 yard dash and is
a weapon as a passer and runner. Running
back Mike Jenkins (5-9, 200) is a burner with
sub 4.5 speed and incredible strength for his
size. The Califomnia native started slow his
freshman season, but finished with more than
1200 yards of total offense. Jenkins broke
three Coffeyville JUCO lifting records in the off
season. Kings Mountain, NC sophomore Phillip
Crosby (6-0, 240) returns as the starting full-
back. Joey Dozier (6-0, 205) is also an experi-
enced ball camier. Freshman tailback Dermick
Foster (6-0, 195) rushed for more than twenty-

two hundred yards at Texas class 4A state
champion Texas City High School.

Recelvers

Sophomoare wide receiver Ken Goard (6-0,
170) is an in-state athlete with all the neces-
sary tools. He'll try to replace Maurice Little
who will be playing at the University of
Oklahoma this year. The tight end position has

returning starter Emory Folsor (6-3, 227) back

after an impressive freshman campaign.

Offensive Line

Sophomores Vincent Byrd (6-1, 270) and
Michael Nelson (6-4, 275) are seasoned guys
up front. Two massive incoming freshman,
Greg Robinson (6-6, 315) and Scott Pitt (6-3,
270) are expected to make an immediate con-
tribution. .

Defenslve Line

A set of Sunshine State defensive linemen will
cloud up the middle. Sedrik Edwards (6-8, 275)
hails from Ft. Myers, FL. Sophomore class-
mate Marquis Gibson, (6-2, 210) from Apopka,
FL is the Red Ravens best division one
prospect. Gibson registered eight quarterback
sacks and 16 tackles for losses at defensive
end last fall. Another Florida import, freshman
Terrell Jurineack (6-4, 240) was considered
one of the state’s premier pass rushers in his
senior year of high school.

Linebackers

Bert Keys (6-1, 260) is deceivingly quick for his
size. The sophomore linebacker squats 600
pounds and runs a 4.67 40 yard dash. Keys
retumns after compiling 9 tackles for losses a
year ago. Sophomores Mike Campbell (5-11,
200) and Chuck Osbom (5-11, 220) are funda-
mentally sound linebackers with starting experi-
ence.

Defensive Backs

Two starting safetys retum in the form of Mike
Murphy (6-1, 195) and Ben Weber (6-1, 185).
Defensive coordinator Mike Foster will put a
high priority on finding two quality comerbacks
to complement the veterans in the secondary.
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Fort Scott G.G. .o

Conference: Jayhawk JUCO
Head Coach: Ron Chismar
Years at School: 4th
Record at School: 14-13-2

Frontenac, but up Highway 69, they are ready to

break out of the starting box again. Ron Chismar
retums for his fourth seasen at Fort Scott Community
College. While 15 of his graduated seniors have
moved on to four year colleges, there are still some
quality players back for the 1996 season.

“We had six players sign with division one pro-
grams, and nine others have been lost to other four
year schools,” Chismar said. “Our freshman and red-
shirts must be able to fill in for those losses. The abil-
ity of these players to perform in the spotlight will
determine the ultimate success of this year’s team.”

The eight retuming starters for the Greyhounds
are solid football players. The real test comes in
August when the other personnel battle to

Tre greyhounds have stopped running in

1995 Overall Record: 5-4-1
1995 Playoff Record: 1-1
Offensive Starters Retuming: 4

Defensive Starters Retumning: 4 ’

Total Returning Lettermen: 19

1896 Fort Scott Community Coliege
Greyhounds Schedule
August

3 Garden City
September

7 Dodge City
14 NEO ASM

2 independence
28 Butier Coumty
October

5 Highland

12 Coffeyville

18 Hutchinson

Away
Home
Home
Away

Home
Away
Home

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 4, LOSE 4

fill the gaps.

Chismar has tumed this program into a
consistent competitor. He feels if this year's
edition can win the close games, then they
will have a legitimate chance to be near
the top of the Jayhawk conference.

Fort Scott has an exiremely challenging
schedule. The good news is that three of
the first four games are at home. It's also
beneficial to the Greyhounds that two of -
the highly regarded Jayhawk conference
opponents come in the final two weeks of
the season. If Fort Scoit makes continu-
ous improvement in the early weeks, they
could have a chance to pull off an upset
against Coffeyville or Hutchinson.

In addition fo the regular league foes,
the Greyhounds have a week-three game
on the docket against NEO A&M.

“The match-up will hopefully provide a
competitive local rivalry for the fans to get
involved in. Pre-season scrimmages
against NEQ A&M over the post three
years have been very intense, and it will
be interesting to see if that trend contin-
ues,” Chismar said.

Offensive Backs

Local product Tylem Ropp (6-3, 210) has a tough act
to follow at quarterback. The athletic Ropp will have
to replace All-Ametican Colin Harris who has moved
on to North Carolina State. Ropp should feel com-
fortable in his familiar surroundings, and will likely
assume a leadership role on the offensive unit.
Sophomore running back Troy McChristian (6-0,
225) retums with starting experience. The coaching
staff is eager to see if freshman running back
Marcus Reaves (5-9, 195) can live up to some large
expectations. Reaves was the North Carolina high
school player of the year. Sophomores Jamiel
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Carody (6-0, 245) and James Isenhower (5-9, 170)
will also play a role in the offensive backfield.

Recelvers

The Greyhounds lost a pair of receivers to division
one programs. Experienced sophomores Marcus
Duncan (5-9, 160) and John Leaphart (6-1, 185) are
the top candidates this fall. Duncan is a Kansas City,
KS product who also doubles as an extremely dan-
gerous kick retumer. A pair of sophomore tight ends
are back. Alonzo Jackson (6-3, 240) and Virgil
Thomas (6-1, 245) are better than average blockers
and big targets as pass receivers.

Offensive Line

Chismar calls the offensive line the strongest posi-
tion group on the field. Sophomore Aaron Stames
(6-3, 285) is a major college prospect who will line
up at tackle. Wichita, KS product Steve Games (6-1,
275) complements him in the frenches. The Games
& Stames combo will look for help from sophomore
Justin Henton (6-1, 260) and Fort Scott native Matt
Harris (6-2, 265).

Defensive Line

Sophomore Andrae Rowe (6-2, 265) will be a force
on the defensive front. The Boca Raton, FL product
will be expected to provide leadership on defense.
Nathan Rutledge (6-3, 235) and Maurice Stewart (6-
2, 255) got limited playing time in ‘95 and will have to
eam starting spots this fall. Angelo Banks (6-5, 275)
is a highly regarded incoming freshman who could
make an immediate impact.

Linebackers

The linebacker corps is a bit of a concemn with just
one retuming starter back from last season.
Sophomore London McKinnis (6-0, 230) is a vicious
hitter from Shawnee, KS whose skills improved
throughout his freshman campaign. Classmate
Jason Anders (5-11, 210) is a retuming letterman
who could play a role. Hewitt Gordon (5-9, 215) is a
quality recruit who should be in great shape for
camp after playing in the Kansas Shrine Bow! All-
Star game.

Defensive Backs

The secondary will likely produce more big plays
than they will give up. The position group looks solid
with sophomore Melvin Ridley (5-11, 185) leading
the way as the top pass defender. Shawn Greer (6-
0, 210) is also back for his sophomore season.
Green is more physical and will provide valuable run
support. Olathe, KS freshman Derek Coleman (5-10,
175) could eam a starting spot at comer.
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Independence C.C. -

Conference: Jayhawk JUCO
Head Coach: Bob O'Meara
Years at School: 4th
Record at School: 13-15

ead coach Bob O'Meara sets sail for
H his fourth year at the helm of the

Pirates' ship. Once again this year, it's
a trip through uncharted waters.

“The Junior College game is a little differ-
ent than everybody else. We have 1o reload
every season,’ O'Meara said. “We think that
we've gotten a little bit better every fall, and
after a strong recruiting year, this year should
be no different.”

Under O’Mearau:dependence Junior
College has been &onsistently competitive in
the always difficult Jayhawk Conference.

“The conference is getting more bal-
anced,’ the coach says. “Every time
we step onto the field, we know that

1995 Overall Record: 4-5
1995 Playoff Record: 0-1
Offensive Starters Returning: 2
Defensive Starters Retuming: 4
Total Returning Lettermen: 21

1996 independence Community College
Pirates Scheduie

August

3 Dodge City
September

7 Butier County
14 Hutchinson
21 Fort Scott

28 Gotieyville
October

(] Haskell

12 Garden City
19 Highland

Away

Away
Away
Home

Away
Home

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN &, LOSE 3
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we can win if we play well, or we
could iose if we play poorly.”

O’Meara has had huge success
in preparing his players to go on to
four year institutions. The Pirates
1994-95 team was named the
NJCAA Academic Team of the year
after accumulating the best overall
grade point average in the nation.

“Bob O’Meara has brought matu-
rity and stability to the football pro-
gram,” school president Dr. Don
Schoening said. “He brings out the
best in the players, and compen-
sates for not having the most talent-
ed players.”

This fall, the Pirates do have
some phenomenal athletes.
Linebacker Kwesi Daniels (5-11,
215) is getting attention from some
top-25 division one college coach-
es, and running back Dedrick
Weddington (5-10, 190) has poten-
tial to be one of the best junior col-
lege ball carries in the nation. However,
Independence will have to rely on many new
players to fill voids. O'meara admits that he
won’t know what to expect until days before
the August 31st opener at Dodge City.

Offensive Backs

Weddington is a versatile sophomore run-
ning back who will lead the attack. The
Aurora, CO product has excellent speed and
the ability to hurt defenses as a runner or
pass catcher. At least one other running
back will have to emerge in the Pirates
option offense. Quarterback Terence

Coleman (5-11, 190) returns as the pilot of a
balance charge. The sophomore from Alto,
TX has improved immensely in his decision-
making abilities when throwing the football.
Freshman Dirk Henderson (6-2, 175) will
compete for playing time.

Receivers

The receiving corps is a big question mark.
O’Meara says he intends to use the passing
game, but some targets will have to be found
by receiver coach Tim Davis. Tightend Trent
Hysten (6-2, 230) is an incoming freshman
with potential.

Offensive Line

The offensive line will be anchored by
sophomore Marcus Collins (6-2, 300). Collins
was a key element in the trenches a couple
of years ago, and returns to Independence
with his final year of eligibility. Girard High
School product Eric Pommier (6-2, 280) is a
top recruit who has to be ready to play as a
freshman. Eric follows his older brother
Aaron to Independence.

Defensive Line

The defensive front will be the best overall
position group on the team. Sophomore line-
man Dustin Loveless (6-2, 265) comes to the
team from the University of Oklahoma.
Bobby Sanborn (6-2, 240) is an incoming
freshman from Burlington, KS with high
expectations. O’Meara and his staff recruited
six out of state defensive ends, all of them
have great credentials.

Linebackers

Daniels has all the tools to become as good
as former Independence linebacker Terrell
Farley (University of Nebraska leading tack-
ler). “Kwesi plays so hard, and he will fly all
over the field,” O’Meara said. “He’s almost
like another coach on the field.

Topeka, KS product Brannon Smith (6-0,
205) will lend support.

Defensive Backs

The defensive line and linebackers will have
to compensate for an absence of experience
in the secondary. Defensive coordinator
Dennis Caryl will make the defensive back-
field his main focus when summer camp
begins.
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Conference: Southwest JUCO
Classification: NJCAA
Head Coach: Dale Patterson
Years at School: 1st
Record at School: 0-0

1995 Overall Record: 7-3
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Retumning: 3
Defensive Starters Returning: 3
Total Returning Lettermen: 20

Away
Away
Home
Home

Away
Home
Away
Home

Away

1996 NEO A&M Golden Norsemen Schedule
September

7 _Kemper Military
14 Fort Scott

21 Ranger. TX

28 Tylen, TX
October

(] Trinity Valley, TX
12 Navarro, TX

19 Kilgore, TX

26 Gisco, TX
November

2 Biinn, TX

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 2
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ere is a sense of newness in Miami,
I Oklahoma this fall as NEO A&M enters a
new conference with a new head coach.

Unfortunately for the Golden Norsemen, there will
also be several new faces in the starting lineup.

Although Dale Patterson has a different fitle in
front of his name, and some added responsibili-
ties, the first year head coach is actually an estab-
lishment on the NEO A&M campus. In June,
Patterson become the first ever former Norsemen
player to become head coach at the school when
he was picked to replace Mike Loyd. Patterson is
certainly no stranger to the program, he was an
assistant in Miami for 15 seasons. The former
defensive coordinator was an important part of

the success Loyd enjoyed when he won

44 games and lost just 7 imes in his

five year tenure. -

Patterson has some big voids to fill
with just six starting players retuming
from last years’ 7-3 club. The challenge
looms larger when you take into
account that the Norsemen will begin
play in the Southwest Junior College
League. The Conference is regarded as

“ the best in junior college football in
recent years.

Look for the ‘Norse to get off to a fast
start as the inexperienced players
develop. A favorable schedule has NEO
A&M playing Kemper Military, and Fort
Scott Junior College on the road to
open the season, followed by two home
dates to start the conference season.
Defending national champion Blinn
Junior College won't be reckoned with
until the final regular season game, and
that should give the young Norsemen
time to gain confidence.

Offensive Backs
Patterson doesn't have a single quarterback on
his retuming letterman list. Filling the position will
be the highest priority when the team opens sum-
mer drills.

“We can be very competitive if we can find a
quarterback to be a consistent passer to open up
the running game,” Patterson said. “A quarterback
MUST come through for us.”

The running back pasition is sound with pre-
season All-American Reggie Skinner (5-10, 215)
back for his sophomore season. Skinner was an
8-man high school football phenom. He holds the
nationat high school record for most touchdowns
scored, and he set the NEO A&M record for most
yards in a season last fall. Sophomore Johnny

EO AGM oo morsemen

Humphrey (5-10, 190) retums to provide quality
depth. The fuliback position wil be hotly contested
with A.J. Walker (6-2, 215) and Richie Calmus (6-
1, 205) retuming. Calmus has added 25 pounds
of bulk since his freshman season. Newcomers
Joe Thomas (6-2, 225) and Chris Osbum (5-11,
240) could play roles in the backfield.

Recelvers

Sophomore Rodney Smith (6-1, 200) is the only
regular pass catcher back this season. The
Galveston, TX native has good speed for his size.
Corey Greene (6-1, 190) saw some quality time
at wide receiver during his freshman year. Alien
Carroll (5-11, 180) is a recrult with great potential.

Offensive Line

The Norsemen could field one of the largest
offensive lines in the conference. Pryor, OK
sophomore Chad Felts (6-5, 300) is mammoth
and experienced in the trenches. Freshmen Bill
Sagely (6-4, 275) and Robert Falling (6-5, 290)
will be expected to make an immediate impact.

Defensive Line ;
Marvell Galloway (6-2, 265) makes the transition
from linebacker to defensive end. The Broken
Bow, OK native should be the leader of the defen-
sive front. Wesley Woodward (6-3,
280) and Eric Hill (6-2, 290) will be counted on to
take thelr skills to the next level after playing
backup roles in ‘95. '

Linebackers

Sophomore Curkey Green (5-11, 230) had a pro-
ductive off season. Green slimmed down and
should be more mobile for his second year as a
starter at linebacker. The NEO A&M coaching
staff has high expectations for Kendon Carter (6-
1, 226). The freshman could develop into the next
great linebacker in the Norsemen's program.
Sophomore Clay Harris (6-1, 230) is back to bat-
tle for a starting spot with the incoming freshmen
recruits.

Defensive Backs

Cory Ivy (5-10, 185) is back for his sacond sea-
son in the Norsemen secondary after a steliar
freshman year. The pre-season Al-American from
Moore, OK has great speed and instincts at
defensive back. Donnie Caldwell (6-1, 205) and
Mike Carter (5-11, 175) both hail from Lawton, OK
and will help make the secondary one of the best
units in the Southwest Junior College
Conference.
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Missouri Southern /i

ere is an old football adage that
says, “offense sells tickets, defense
wins championships.”

Conference: MIAA
Classification: NCAA DIVISION 1l
Head Coach: Jon Lantz
Years at School: 8th
Record at School: 42-28-1

In 1993, the Lions went against that
notion by using an explosive offense to com-
plete an undefeated regular season and win
the MIAA Conference crown. This year, if the
Lions want to make a run at the league
championship, the defense will have to be
the catalyst.

“We have a chance to be competitive, and

we could improve on last year’s

e record,” head coach Jon Lantz said.
1996 Missouri Southern Lions Schedule Do not be deceived by the cau-
September tious words of the 8th year head
14 Northeastern State, 0K Away 7PM coach. The Lions have an extreme-
21 Emporia State Away 1M ly good chance to surpass last fall's
28  Central Missouri Home 7PM respéctable 6-4 mark. Consider the
October fact that Missouri Southern started a
T B Rttt
12 Southwest Baptist Home 2:30 PH eight points or less, and they have
19 Pittsburg State Away 7P perhaps the best defense in recent
28 Northwest Missouri Home 7 PM history returning. You can under-
November stand why the Lions could make a
2 Truman State Away 1:30PM run towards the top of the MIAA.

9  Missoun| Western Home 1:30 PM Missouri Southern will not be
16  Washburn Home 1:30 PM expected to outscore any oppo-
nents. At least not early. The coach-

ing staff installed the veer offense in
the spring, and no doubt the unit will need
several games to fine tune their timing and
become familiar with their assignments. In

1995 Overall Record: 6-4
1995 Playoff Record: 0-0
Offensive Starters Returning: 7
Defensive Starters Returning: 6
Total Returning Lettermen: 29

the interim, a veteran defensive team will be
relied on to carry the load.

Five of the six retuming defensive regu-
lars are seniors. Four year starters Richard
Jordan and Steve Halvorson will have to
help win early season games as the offense

develops confidence in the new attack.

JAY'S PREDICTION — WIN 7, LOSE 3

“It's very important for us to get off on the

124 KOAMPIGSKIN FPREVIEW 1Gb

Sophmore QB, Brad Cornelson

right foot,” Lantz said.

The Lions season opener doesn't come
until September 14th when they travel to
Tahlequah, Oklahoma to renew a series with
Northeastern State. The Redman were the
1994 NAIA National Champion and the ‘95
runner up. They will have played two games
already when the Lions visit this year. Laniz
sees Pittsburg State, Northwest Missouri,
and Missouri Western as the top teams in
the conference. Two of those three oppo-
nents travel to Fred Hughes Stadium.

The Pittsburg State game comes October
19th on the road. A one-point loss last year
to the eventual NCAA Division Il runner-up
will negate any mental advantage the
Gorillas might have had. The Lions believe
that they can win this game. By week six,
the new offense should be meshing and the
defense will have a good grasp on the
Pittsburg State option attack after seeing it in
practice every day.

The Lions coaching staff will experiment
with several personnel and position changes

in August. Ah excellent recruiting class
should provide depth on the roster.

If the Missouri Southern defense can
endure the early season schedule, the Lions
could have enough momentum to be a legit-
imate contender in November. And that will
certainly sell some tickets at Fred Hughes
Stléﬁium.

Offensive Backs

Sophomore Brad Comelson (5-10, 175) is
back after an superb debut as a freshman.
The Texhoma, Oklahoma native averaged
close to five yards per carry while gaining an
understanding of the college game. If
Comelson eliminates some interceptions, he
could become one of the conferences pre-
mier signal callers. Incoming freshman
Rodney McClure (6-3, 195) has an impres-
sive high school resume. McClure led
Hazelwood East to a Missouri class 5A state
championship with 27 touchdown passes.
The Lions will have to replace Albert Bland

-

Senior DE, Richard Jordan

at running back. Miller, Missouri product
Justin Taylor (5-9, 185) has been moved
from defensive comerback to running back
and should excel as a ball carrier. Senior
Wardell Anderson (6-1, 205) out of Joplin
High School showed big play potential by
averaging nearly 10 yards per carry in limit-
ed action in ‘95. Wallace Clay (5-8, 185) was
a part time starter who gained over 300
yards as a sophomore. Former Seneca,
Missouri star Mac Whitehead (5-9, 185) is a
transfer from Southwest Baptist and is ready
to be a factor from the start. Carthage,
Missouri freshman Scott Daniels (5-11, 190)
is a confident young man who could develop
into a contributor.

Receivers

The wide receiving corps is experienced and
lightning quick. Senior James Thrash (6-2,
205) led the Lions in catches despite having
his season cut short by a broken collarbone
suffered mid-season. Thrash is a former
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MIAA conference track champion in the 100
and 200 meter dashes. Sir Avington (5-10,
180) is also back after eaming a starting
spot last fall. Sophomore Camell Matthews
(6-2, 185) was a stellar special teams player
as a freshman, he could push for playing
time at wide receiver. After brief stints at
Kansas State and at Central Missouri, senior
Brad Hocker (6-0, 210) has settled into the
Lions program. Hocker was named the
Missouri state player of the year by USA
Today when he was a senior at Arcgie High
School. The tight end is ready to live up to
his billing. Simeon Long (6-1, 215) moves
from linebacker to tight end for his senior
campaign.

Offensive Line

Consensus All-American Yancy McKnight
has been lost to graduation creating a major
void to fill. Senior Harry Hodge (6-3, 285)
retumns for his fourth year as a regular and
will have 1o lead the unit. Former standout
defensive lineman Joe Streich (6-3, 280)

makes an unselfish move to the
offensive side of the football. Matt
Lock (6-4, 275) is a versatile
senior lineman who can play
guard or tackle. Andy Saltink (6-3,
270) has added some size and
ability and will compete for a start-
ing spot as a redshirt sophomore.

Defenslve Line

The defensive front will be built
around senior Richard Jordan (6-
2, 260). The consensus pre-sea-
son All-American will dictate how
opposing offenses form their
game plans. Lantz calls Jordan,
“One of the best in the league,
and in the country.” Jordan ruled
the field from his defensive end
position in ‘95, accumulating near-
ly 100 tackles, 12 of them for loses. In addi-
tion, the Vian, Oklahoma product registered
seven quarterback sacks and two intercep-
tions. Complementing Jordan on the defen-

Sophomore OL, Jog”'Stnaich

sive line will be four year starter Steve
Halvorson (6-5, 275). Halvorson was a
mainstay at tackle last fall, and he hasn't
stopped improving. Sophomores Jereko
Lovett (6-4, 235) and Shad Burns (6-2, 235)

-
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will compete for the other tackle spot.
Another Jordan, NEO A&M transfer Travig
Jordan (6-5, 280) comes to Missouri
Southem with great credentials. Former
‘Norse teammate Adam McKellips (6-4, 245)
is a highly regarded defensive end.

Linebackers

The bigger the game, the better senior line-
backer Matt Wehner (6-0, 195) plays. The
fith year player was third on the team in
tackles last season. Sophomore Marque
Owens (5-11, 230) was a part-time starter as
a true freshman. The Sherman, Texas native
has added 15 pounds of strength to his
frame in the off season conditioning pro-
gram. Two local incoming freshmen will be
given a chance to eam playing time. Jarrett
Cook (6-2, 210) from Seneca and Dusty Van
Gilder (6-1, 215) from Lamar are quality
recruits.

Defenslve Backs

The secondary is strong with three of the
four regulars back on the field. Rob
Townsend (5-11, 180) started every game
last year at free safety and led the Lions in
interceptions. The senior from Girard,
Kansas plays intelligently and fearlessly and
will be counted on t6 assume a leadership
role in the secondary. Strong safety Geno
Pierce (5-10, 200) is the big hitter of the
bunch. Expect to see the senior blitz on a
regular basis. Sophomore comerback A.J.
Jones started seven games for the Lions at
comer, and is expected to be the premier
coverman in the defensive backfield. Junior
Travis Cagle (5-10, 180) is a former walk-on
who will push for a starting role.

Speclal Teams

Kicker Eric Jackson and punter Branton
Dawson have both been lost to graduation.
The coaching staff hopes that Carl Junction,
Missouri incoming freshman Mark
Lewandowski (5-8, 150) will be able to
assume the place-kicking duties. Taylor is a
dangerous kick retumer.
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Pittshurg

Conference: MIAA
Classification: NCAA DMISION Il
Head Coach: Chuck Broyles
Years at School: 7th
Record at Schpol: 69-8-2

the 11 Pittsburg State seniors who

walked off the field in Florence,

Alabama last December, a 27-7 loss
to North Alabama in the NCAA Division
Division Il National Championship game
marked a disappointing end to a brilliant
career. For the 31 Gorilla underclassmen
who were an important part of the runner-up
team, the exit from Braly Municipal Stadium
was only a temporary one. Pittsburg State
expects to retum for redemption in 1996.

“The loss in the National

1896 Pittshurg Stato Gorlias Schodule

Soptember
7  Eastern Minois hway
14 open

21 Contral Missoun Mway
28  Southwost Baptist Home

Championship was an ending to the
season, but it was also a start to the
1996 season,” seventh year Gorilla
head coach Chuck Broyles said.
“We wanted very badly to win that
™ géme. Honestly, we were a young
™ team that probably exceeded
expectations last year. We had 20

M

1995 Overall Record: 12-1-1
1995 Playoff Record: 3-1
Offensive Starters Retuming: 7
Defensive Starters Retuming: 5
Total Retuming Lettermen: 31

JAY'S PREDICTION - WIN 9, LOSE 1
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b Traman Stats Homse M freshmen and or sophomores on

12 Missouri Wostorn Mway 1:30 PM our 44-man, two-deep roster for the

18 Missourl Southern Home ™ championship game. Now, we have

28 Emporia State hway 1:30PM 20 sophomores and juniors, and 11

Nevombor more seniors with championship

2 Washinrs Homse 1™ game experience heading into the

8 Missourt-Rola Maay 1M ‘96 campaign. It might be a little

18 Northwost Missour Mway 1M more difficult to exceed expecta-
tions this year, but we're anxious to
give it a whirl.”

With 12 quality starters back, it could be
the Gorillas’ opponents that will be taken for
a ride. Pittsburg State has compiled the best
record in college football this decade.
Broyles took over the program in 1980, and
he has preceded to win 69 times in 79
games. His overall record makes him the
second winningest active collegiate head
football coach in the nation.

“| don't know that you can pin-point a true

.5%

otate o ilies

formula for success,” Broyles said. “There
are a lot of intangibles that factor into it. Our
players work extremely hard, and so does
our coaching staff.”

The nucleus of that coaching staff is back
again. At a level of college football where
there are normally many assistant coaching
changes from year to year, Broyles has
been able to retain some of the best football
minds in the region.

“Chuck shows great loyalty to the staff,
and in tum it makes it easy to be loyal to
him,” running back coach John Roderique
said. “Everybody is pretty happy here.”

Offensive Coordinator Tim Beck and
Defensive Coordinator Anton Stewart both
embark on their eighth season as assistant
coaches at Pittsburg State.

For the first time since 1988, the Gorillas

only have four regular season home games.

The first road trip is a season opener in
Charleston, lllinois against |-AA national
qualifier Eastem lllinois on September 7th.
The Panthers posted a 10-2 record in ‘95
and they finished the season ranked 12th in
the nation.

“Really, it's a good measuring block for
our players and for our program,” Broyles
said. “We've come a long way, but there's
still a lot of road in front of us. We just want
to keep moving forward.”

This year's road takes the Gorillas to
Warrensburg to face always competitive
Central Missouri State and to Missouri
Westem. The Griffons are being picked by
many in the conference to challenge
Pitisburg State for the league title. The
Missouri Westem game is followed by a
home date against Missouri Southem. The
Lions are the only team to beat Pitt State in

Junior QB, J.J. Dalton

an MIAA game since the Gorillas joined the
conference.in 1989.

“Mostly, it's a 100-odd person effort, dri-
ven by a common goal to be the best. It all
starts with attitude,” Broyles said.

The prevailing attitude around Pittsburg,
and throughout the MIAA conference is that
the Gorillas have a legitimate chance to play
for their fourth National Champicnship in six
seasons. If some of the younger players
develop during the regular season, Pittsburg
State could walk off the field in Florence with
their first title since 1991.

Offensive Backs

Fifth year senior quarterback Jeff Moreland
odﬁpleted his eligibility last season.
Moreland was a tremendous leader who
helped the Gorillas win the National

Championship in his freshman year. Waiting
in the wings are Pittsburg native J.J. Dalton
(5-9, 176) and Zack Siegrist (6-3, 209).
Dalton is well schooled at running the option
offense. The junior rushed for 228 yards on
36 carries in limited action last fall. Dalton is
relatively untested as a passer in game situ-
ations. He threw just 13 times in ‘95, com-
pleting 8 passes. Siegrist enters his sopho-
more s$eason of eligibility as the co-number
one quarterback on the depth chart. As a
true freshman, the Andover, Kansas product
impressed the coaching staff by completing
8 of 9 passes for two touchdowns. Neither
quarterback emerged as the sure starter
during spring dills, The real competition
begins on August 12th when the veteran
players report tg camp. At running back,
junior Justin johnson (6-0, 182) returns after
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Junior RB, Justin Johnson

making the most of his playing time last fall.

Johnson has deceptively good speed and
quickness and is back after gaining 562
yards in the second half of the ‘95 season.

his hometown. The redshirt
sophomore has had nagging
injuries, but brings great poten-
tial. Alex Wendler (5-11, 192) is
a hard runner with some experi-
ence.

Recelvers

The senior pass catching
combo of Chris Hudson (5-10,
175) and Chucky Aiken (5-8,
168) returns after leading the’
team in receptions last year.
Hudson averaged nearly 20
yards per-catch and hauled in
five touchdowns. Alken caught .
31 ballls for 469 yards. Both
players have breakaway speed,
and the ability to run after the
catch. Tight end Jerry Ross (6-
4, 245) is a huge target. The Junior made
several big plays last year, including a critical
touchdown reception against Texas A&M *

Junior Levon Madden (5-10, 165) had an
exceptionally good spring and could earn a
start after rushing for 193 yards last fall.
Transfer Andrew Wilson (6-0, 190) is back in

Those looking for Natural Health and Fitness, Weight Loss and Physigue Building
" products come visit LIFE SPAN NUTRITION where you get guality thats atfordable. I
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+ Naturade
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Kingsville in the national semifinal game.
Ross will be pushed by Milwaukee native
Jim Golomski (6-4, 220).

Offensive Line
Senior Bob Goltra (6-7, 296) could be one
of the more dominating offensive linemen in

_division two football this fall. The Fort Scott,

Kansas native has made significant
improvements in his technique and foot-
speed and will add leadership to the entire
offensive unit. Sophomores Brent Baker (6-
3, 276) and Ty Duncan (6-3, 291) will battle
for the other tackle spot. Nevada, Missouri
product Brandon Claypool (6-1, 272) retums
after a magnificent freshman season at cen-
ter. Another local talent, Pittsburg’s Michael
John (6-2, 290) could eam a starting guard
position after grooming for three seasons.
Patrick Cook (6-1, 262) is a young guard
who will be counted on to contribute as well.

Defensive Line

Senior Anthony Randle (6-2, 245) is the
leading retuming tackier. Randle started 13
games and made 80 tackles in ‘95 at defen-
sive end. Sophomore Ben Peterson (6-3,
248) made constant improvementas a
freshman and wilt likely get the nod at the
other end. The middle of the defensive line
is solid with Webb City sophomore Chad
Webb (6-1, 272) already a seasoned veter-
an. Mike Reynolds (6-5, 255) started 13
games as a sophomore and is back at the
other defensive tackie spot. Juniors Clayton
Kent (6-4, 235) and Nate Apple (6-1, 276)
could also fill key roles.

Linebackers

Gorilla linebacker Eric Hendrick (6-0, 202) is
expected to be the defensive unit's leader.
The senior registered three sacks and eight
tackles for losses last fall. Hendrick com-
bines intelligence, great speed and leaping
ability to be one of the premier linebackers
in the conference. Sophomore Dion
Meneley (6-4, 210) and junior Steve Tucker
(5-10,192) will vie for playing time at the

Hardware ¢ Ace Paints ¢ Tools * Plumbing
Electrical - Lawn & Garden

PITTSBURG NOW AT
2524 N. Broadway TWO LOCATIONS

316-231-9250 =
M'S 8'87 Sun 10'5 L J \n\\ﬁ.\m‘ - [

GIRARD
615 West St. John
316-724-6171
§ M-F 8-6 Sat 8-5 Sun 10-4

The only Donut
Stiop in Pittshurg
with Cholesteral

Free Donuts
& Rolls!

Now Bagels Too!

316-231-0570

SURVAIN ALL STAR" -
NATIONAL BANK SPEC'I'ACUI.ﬂ !

¢ MEMBER FDIC
¢ 24 HR ATM

¢ ATM ALSO LOCATED AT PSU
STUDENT CENTER

VIA-PLUS-ZIP-BANKMATE-CIRRUS

316-232-1100

2300 N. BROADWAY

913-492-7990
LENEXA, KS

316-223-1200
FORT SCOTT, KS

316-366-7645
GAS, Ks

CNs

New ldeas. From Old Friends.

316-439-5315
KINCAID, KS

awe stco

PREE AREAS DELIVERY & SE-UP

CONVENIENT CREDET TERMS

621 N. Broadway * PITTSBURG + 231-8950

KOAMPIGSKIN PREVIEW Gb 131



other outside linebacking position. Inside
Iinebacker Matt Pinamonti (6-2, 237) is a
vicious hitter with good mobility for his size.
The Pittsburg native was a special teams
star as a freshman and should be an every
down player this season. Mark Cook (6-0,
203) is tops on the pre-season depth chart
at the other inside linebacker position. Cook
will be challenged from yet another Pittsburg
High School product. Transfer Poncho Sales
(5-11, 240) has all the skills to be a terror on
the inside. If Sales reports to camp in shape
and stays healthy, he has potential to fill the
void left by All-American linebacker B.J.
McGivern who has been lost to graduation.

Defensive Backs

All-American Chris Brown and All-MIAA
selection Jason Gorman are gone from an
elite defensive backfield. Senior Phillip
Simons (5-9, 170) is a very gifted athlete
who has 24 career stars in the Gorillas sec-
ondary. In addition to his defensive duties,
Simmons excelled as an offensive running
back last season before leaving the team
after just four games. Senior Justin Ferrell

(6-1, 181) provides support at
the other comer. Randy Reed
(6-2, 166) is a converted wide
receiver who could find his
niche on defense. The free
safety position will be fiercely
contested between junior
Brad Homer (5-10, 177) and
sophomore Randy Reed (6-2,
166).

Special Teams

Sophomore punter Brian
Moorman (6-0, 160) is a pre-
season All-American after
bursting on the scene last fall.
Moorman averaged more
than 42 yards per punt, with
25 balls landing inside the
opponents 20 yard line. The
Sedgwick, Kansas native is likely to kick-off
too. A track athlete in the spring, Moorman is
capable of running down kick retumers and
could be a threat in fake punt situations. ‘
Junior Josh Barkus ‘(6-0, 183) will handle the
place kicking duties. Barkus made 13 of 20

field goal attempts last year, and was 7 of 8

from inside 30 yards. The rest of the
Gorillas’ special teams have traditionally
made big plays, and this year should be no
exception.

-
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1996 Kansas City Chiefs
DATE OPPONENT LOCATION
Sept. 1 Houston Oilers Away
8 Oakland Raiders Home
15 Seattle Seahawks Away
22 Denver Broncos Home
A San Diego Chargers Away
7 Pittsburgh Steelers Home
17 Seattle Seahawks Home
27 Denver Broncos Away
3 Minnesota Vikings Away
10 Green Bay Packers Home
V4 Chicago Bears Home
24 San Diego Chargers Home
28 Detroit Lions Away
9 Oakland Raiders Away

15 Indianapolis Colts Home
22 Buffalo Bills Away

1996 St. Lovis Rams

- M. DATE OPPONENT LOCATION
WIth ROOts That . Sept. Cincinnati Bengals Home

‘ San Francisco 4%ers Away

.. Washington Redskins Home

Go Back To Our

m - . . San Francisco 4%ers Home
Beginning In 1952...
Jacksonville Jaguars Home

Baltimore Ravens Away

Pittsburgh Steelers Away

We still earn your business the - Aflonta Falcons e

| Carolina Panthers Home

€¢ g » ) Green Bay Packers Home
0/w J‘Mﬁlﬂ-ﬂ« (w/aq ’ tﬁe W : New Orleans Saints Away
Chicago Bears Away

we’d want to be treated! Aflanta Falcons ot

New Orleans Saints Home
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