
$1.50 Thursday, September 22, 2022 ©2022 Vol. 115 Issue 65

Kingsville • Texas • 78363 www.kingsvillerecord.com

Joseph Mendietta
Mendietta now charged with murder. See pg. 12

Tamalana Festival
Javelina’s move to 2-0 in football. See pg. 2. 

County Judge gives State of 
the County speech at TAMUK

See “County Judge” on pg. 5

By terry Fitzwater

Publisher

 Over 230 people at-
tended the Kingsville 
Chamber of Com-
merce sponsored State 
of the County event 
on Thursday, Sept. 15 
in the Student Union 
Building ballrooms on 
the campus of Texas 
A&M-Kingsville.

County Judge Rudy 
Madrid was the fea-
tured speaker, as he 
spoke for almost an 
hour on issues con-
fronting the county 
and things the county 
has accomplished in 
the course of the past 
number of years.

This was the first 

State of the County event 
in a few years, as COVID 
forced the postponement 
of the annual address 
during the height of the 
pandemic.

Manny Salazar, the 
Chief Operating Officer 
of the Chamber, wel-
comed the huge crowd 
to the sold-out event, 
and then showed a new 
video put together by 
the county for promo-
tional purposes.

Judge Madrid was 
introduced a little later, 
and after a few opening 
remarks, he walked the 
crowd through a num-
ber of things the county 
has been doing and in-
tends to do in the future 
for the betterment of the 
county.

The Judge highlight-
ed recent heavy equip-
ment purchases for the 

Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid
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Prior to the 
start of last Fri-
day's H.M. King 
H o m e c o m i n g 
game against 
John Paul High, 
a few nervous lo-
cal teens were out 
on the field at Ja-
velina Stadium. 
They were there 
with one or both 
of their parents, 
but none of them 
knew if they were 
going to hear their 
name over the stadium 
public address system.

They were looking 
forward to hearing 
their names as both the 

Homecoming Queen 
and Homecoming King 
were about to be an-

nounced. 
The public address 

announcer first called 
out the name of Jaz-
lyn Gomez, a senior at 

H.M. King who is now 
the 2022 homecoming 
queen for the Brahmas. 

As her mother 
watched on, Ja-
zlyn was fitted 
with the crown 
and wore smiles 
all around.

A few min-
utes later, it 
was time for 
the king to be 
chosen, and 
that lucky man 
is named Jose 
Silguero. Both 

of his parents 
were on the field 

as Jose was crowned, 
and both the queen 
and king posed for nu-
merous pictures after-
wards.

By ted Figueroa

rePorter

On Monday, Sept. 19 
around 3:20 p.m., the 
Bishop Police along 
with Nueces Country 
Constables and several 
fire departments re-
sponded to an explo-
sion east of Bishop and 
County Roads 10 and 
63 A. 

Multiple fire Depart-
ments including Cor-
pus, Annaville, Kle-
berg, ESD 3, and Flour 
Bluff arrived on scene 
and determined that 
a natural gas pipeline 
had exploded. The blast 
set several acres on fire 
and a nearby home sus-

tained damage to its 
windows, roof, and a 
boat that was parked 
outside. 

ESD 3 Fire Chief John 
Davis said that the resi-
dents heard a loud hiss-
ing sound that sounded 
like a train. Davis said 
the residents of the 
home looked outside 
and saw the vapors and 
heard rocks and dirt 
landing on their roof. 
They quickly ran to 
their vehicle and drove 
away from the area. 
Davis said they barely 
made to safety when 
the explosion occurred. 
Witnesses said the ex-
plosion could be heard 
as far away as Highway 

77. Neighbors said the 
gas pipe line has been 
exposed for some time. 

Fire crews were able 
to extinguish the grass 
fire and did not let 
anyone into the area. 
There were no injuries 
reported. Fire Chief 
Davis said that the gas 
pipeline is owned by 
Enterprise. Davis said 
they are still not sure 
what ignited the gas 
and suspect that it may 
have been a lightning 
strike. Enterprise ar-
rived to the location 
and blocked the valves 
and the fire burned it-
self out. The cause is 
still under investiga-
tion. 

KINGSVILLE ROYALTY

Gas pipeline explosion rips through Bishop

A gas pipeline explosion in Bishop forced law enforcement to close a portion of the com-
munity. (Photo by Ted Figueroa)

Queen Jazlyn Gomez & King Jose Silguero. 
(Photo by Terry Fitzwater)

Sheriff Kirkpatrick returns after being hit by vehicle
By ted Figueroa

rePorter

On Sept. 9 at 11 a.m., 
Sheriff Kirkpatrick said 
he was preparing to at-
tend a 9/11 ceremony  and 
was standing in the door 
way to his vehicle which 
was parked in front of 

his residence when he 
heard a loud noise com-
ing from the intersection 
near his residence. That 
loud noise turned out 
to be a male driver who 
was allegedly driving 
at a high rate of speed. 
Kirkpatrick believes the 
driver hit the dip in the 

road which sent the SUV 
style vehicle into the air. 
The vehicle then crashed 
into Kirkpatrick’s vehicle 
from behind. Kirkpat-
rick said “my knees hit 
the side step and I was 
thrown into my vehicle”. 
The force of the collision 
caused the Sheriff to sus-

tain a few injuries includ-
ing scrapes and bruises to 
his knees and a dislocated 
finger. Kirkpatrick was 
transported by ambulance 
to Christus Spohn Hospi-
tal in Kingsville where he 
received treatment for his 

See “SheriFF” on pg. 5

	

	

Sheriff Richard Kirkpatrick was struck by this vehicle while 
standing by his truck two weeks ago. The Sheriff had minor 
injuries, but returned to work the following week. (Photo by Ted 
Figueroa)

Gomez, Silguero new Queen, King


