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Law enforcement in 
Kleberg County will now 
be able to monitor the 
waterways in the county 
closer than ever before 
thanks to the most recent 
purchase of a patrol boat 
for the Kleberg County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Earlier this year at the 
January 27 Kleberg Count 
Commissioners Meeting, 
the commissioners vot-
ed unanimously for the 

Sheriff’s office to monitor waterways on new patrol boat
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KCSO to purchase the 
boat to be used on Kleberg 
County waters, including 
Baffin Bay in Riviera.

The boat originally cost 
about $60,000, but with 
modifications including a 
new radio system, lights, a 
radar system, its own on-
board WiFi network and 
other specifications to aid 
in search and rescue, the 
total cost neared $80,000.

Kleberg County Sheriff 
Richard Kirkpatrick said 
the purchase of the boat 
was not purchased with 

taxpayer money, but with 
money from the Opera-
tion Stonegarden Grant 
Program, which the KCSO 
received in 2018.

The OPSG Program 
supports enhanced co-
operation and coordina-
tion among Customs and 
Border Protection (CBP), 
United States Border Pa-
trol (USBP), and local, trib-
al, territorial, state, and 
Federal law enforcement 
agencies, according to the 
CBP website.

The OPSG Program 

Out on the water
Kleberg County Sheriff Richard Kirkpatrick drives the 
newest  patrol boat. (Photo by Frank Cardenas)

Holy Hanna! Hurricane rocks County

Pct. 4 Commissioner passes away

Cleaning up
Eddie Yaklin came home to help his mother remove this tree from her driveway in Vattman. Yaklin used to own the Ford 
dealership in  Kingsville. (Photo by Dean Smith) 

The total number of 
Kleberg County positive 
COVID-19 cases eclipsed 
300 over the last week, as 
more individuals continue 
to be removed from isola-
tion.

A total of 86 individuals 
were removed from isola-

Hurricane Hanna has 
come and gone in the 
Coastal Bend, as Kings-
ville, Bishop, Ricardo and 
Riviera saw the impacts of 
the Category 1 storm from 
Friday until Sunday.

The storm made land-
fall on Saturday out in Pa-
dre Island before making 
a secondary landfall in 
Kenedy County, about 40 
miles south of Riviera.

Although the storm 
made landfall a few miles 
away from the Kleberg 
County and Bishop areas, 
local officials took extra 
precautions in the area to 
ensure the safety of resi-
dents in the area.

The City of Kingsville 
also took precautionary 
measures by first offering 
sand bags to area residents 
at the Kingsville Pub-
lic Works site on Friday 
morning, as well as offer-
ing self-serve sand to local 

residents at the Trash-Off 
location on Avenue B and 
Sixth Street.

Both sites continued to 
provide service to resi-
dents until 4 p.m. on Fri-

day, as the self-serve sand 
site was replenished four 
times to make up for need.

As the storm continued 
to form on Friday after-
noon, Kleberg County 

funds investments in joint 
efforts to secure the Unit-
ed States borders along 
routes of ingress from 
international borders to 
include travel corridors 
in states bordering Mexi-
co and Canada, as well as 
states and territories with 
international water bor-
ders.

Kirkpatrick said the 
boat itself was purchased 
with the OPSG grant.

Kleberg County of-
ficials announced the 
death of Pct. 4 Kleberg 
County Commissioner 
Zaragoza “Shorty” Sali-
nas on Tuesday morning.

A statement sent to the 
Kingsville Record from 
Kleberg County Judge 
Rudy Madrid confirmed 
the commssioner’s 

Commissioner 
Zaragoza “Shorty” 

Salinas
death.

“It is with a very heavy 
heart that I inform you 
that our Commissioner 
Salinas has passed,” Ma-
drid said. “Shorty was an 
amazing individual and a 
true friend to us all.  His 
devotion to our senior 
citizens and underserved 
population was like no 
other.  He will truly be 
missed. This is a sad day 
for Kleberg County. God 
Bless Him and his entire 

family.”
The Kingsville Record 

reached out to family 
members of Salinas, who 
said they would appreci-
ate prayers and privacy 
for their loss at this time.

Next week’s edition 
of the Kingsville Record 
will feature more on Sa-
linas, his time as Pct. 4 
Commissioner for Kle-
berg County and his im-
pact on the community.

Judge Rudy Madrid had 
issued a voluntary evac-
uation order for Loyola 
Beach, Baffin Bay, Ricar-
do and Riviera areas, due 
to “an imminent threat of 
danger,” caused by then, 
Tropical Storm Hanna.

Madrid later that af-
ternoon also ordered the 
beaches in Kleberg Coun-
ty to be closed.

On Friday evening, both 
Madrid and City of Kings-
ville Mayor Sam Fugate 
signed Disaster Declara-
tions for the area, as well 
as Texas Gov. Greg Abbott, 
in order to seek assistance 
for the damage the storm 
may have caused.

Saturday morning, Ma-
drid activated the FEMA 
dome at H.M. King High 
School to be used for resi-
dents seeking shelter from 
the storm.

Officials said multiple 
residents sought shelter at 

tion from July 21 to Mon-
day, bringing the total 
number of cases removed 
from isolation to 221.

Officials also said that 
two more individuals 
have since died in that 
time frame, bringing the 
number of deaths in Kle-
berg County to three.


