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90 mph winds blast Kingsville

Volunteers gather supplies for immigrants

A need for supplies at the 
U.S. Border Patrol Stations 
in McAllen and Kingsville 
led multiple volunteers in 
Kingsville to collect more 
than 1,300 hygienic prod-
ucts to donate to the South 
Texas facilities. 

Last week, local business 
owner Maggie Salinas, with 
the help of volunteers, filled 
supply bags for immigrant 
women and children being 
held at both facilities.

“I have been doing this 
distribution for over four 
years, but I started with 
children’s books,” Salinas 
said. “But it’s so chaotic 
now and they have them in 
so many different places I 
couldn’t keep up.”

Salinas said every year, 

she visits the facility in 
McAllen to see if there is 
anything more she could do 
besides her usual contribu-
tion during the book drive, 
but a visit this year shifted 
her focus away from the 
books.

“It was so heartbreaking,” 
Salinas said. “There was no 
place for them to sit and 
some children were just on 
foam mattresses on the con-
crete floor and there was no 
air conditioning. And there 
was no indication that they 
were going to have an eve-
ning meal. So, I asked them 
specifically ‘what would 
you like for me to bring?’ 
and they said, ‘we’re in 
desperate need of hygienic 
products.’”

Salinas asked multiple 
non-profit organizations 
in the area for any possi-

ble donations, and was able 
to collect more than 1,300 
products to place inside the 
bags.

Salinas said the Corpus 
Christi NAACP, an organi-
zation she was glad to work 
with, made a huge contribu-
tion.

“I said to him (NAACP 
Board President Terry 
Mills) this is what I’m do-
ing, and he said, ‘I’m in,’” 
Salinas said. “I’m hoping 
we can continue (working 
together). And I want to 
give them a lot of credit for 
being so supportive without 
any questions.”

Each supply bag consists 
of body soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, a toothbrush, 
toothpaste, chap stick, hand 
sanitizer, cleaning wipes 

See Supplies, Page 5A

Severe weather moving through the 
South Texas area hit Kingsville hard last 
Thursday as a downburst of straight line 
winds in excess of 80 miles per hour 
tore through the city, downing trees and 
power lines and damaging property.

According to the National Weather 
Service Corpus Christi, severe thun-
derstorms entered Kingsville between 
7 and 8 p.m. last Thursday. Estimated 

peak winds during the storm were mea-
sured at 80 to 90 mph, along with about 
1.5 inches of rain and hail approximate-
ly one inch in diameter.

The damage path covered about nine 
miles, resulting in widespread damage 
from northwest Kingsville to just south-
east of the city.

NWS Corpus Christi meteorologist 
Tyler Castillo said most of the damage 
occurred along Corral Street near the 
Texas A&M University-Kingsville cam-
pus. While many Kingsville residents 

speculated that the resulting damage 
was the result of a tornado, Castillo said 
the cause was from straight line winds.

“But the damage can be the same be-
tween the two,” he said. “The damage 
was all in one direction, which identifies 
a straight line wind event. With a torna-
do, you’d have debris laying in all direc-
tions, but it’s similar in magnitude.”

Castillo said downbursts of straight 
line winds are fairly common in Texas, 

Carlos Ortiz was at Texas A&M University-Kingsville to 
attend a sporting event with his young son Thursday eve-
ning when it was canceled because of an impending storm. 
Before going home, Ortiz stopped by his business, the Acme 
Radiator and Muffler Shop at 920 N. 14th St., when it started 
to hail.

“So I told my son we should park (in the shop’s garage) so 
we could just wait it out,” he said.

Minutes later, Ortiz said the wind started picking up 
speed and began blowing through open gaps in the garage 
“like a funnel.”

“To me, it felt like a tornado,” he said. “It sounded like a 
freight train, so I grabbed my son and we took cover in front 
of the truck.”

The winds continued, Ortiz said, eventually becoming in-
tense enough to pull off the garage’s south wall.

“(The wind) took it all,” he said. “My dad built this whole 
building in 1963, and this is the first time anything like this 
has happened. The storm caught me off guard. I wasn’t ex-
pecting anything like this.”

Even with one wall missing, Ortiz said the storm did not 
keep him from opening the shop the following day.

“I never lost power,” he said. “So I’ve been here since 6 a.m. 
working. Just like my dad taught me, it’s business as usual no 
matter what. Things happened, but you need to keep going.”

Ortiz was just one of the thousands of Kingsville area res-
idents and business owners affected by last Thursday’s se-
vere thunderstorm that brought a downburst of straight line 
winds measured at 80 to 90 miles per hour through the heart 
of the city.

According to a damage assessment from National Weath-
er Service Corpus Christi, the storm caused damage to at 

Cleanup continues 
throughout city

KISD sets new curriculum 
for 2019-20 academic year

During Monday’s regular meeting of 
the Kingsville Independent School Dis-
trict Board of Trustees, Superintendent 
Elida Bera addressed preliminary STAAR 
scores, the upcoming interview schedule 
for personnel vacancies and new curricu-
lum that will be implemented at all cam-
puses beginning in the 2019-20 academic 
year.

Bera said based on preliminary STAAR 
scores, which she suggested that board 
members not share with the public “just 
yet,” fourth grade had taken the “greatest 

hit” compared to prior years’ scores.
She said one of the reasons was that 

there is currently no curriculum align-
ment between the grade levels on the cam-
puses, nor between the campuses at an in-
tra-district level.

“The area that we really need to focus on 
is reading and math with, of course, a lot 
of attention being given to writing,” Bera 
said.

To help with alignment, Bera said she 
would be recommending the purchase of 
the TEKS Resource System or TRS, a K-12 
curriculum model developed and offered 

See Storm, Page 4ASee Cleanup, Page 4A

See Curriculum, Page 5A

Guns, cocaine found in 
vehicle on U.S. Hwy 77

Two men were arrested on multiple 
weapons charges after a traffic stop re-
sulted in the discovery of half a dozen 
handguns and some cocaine inside their 
vehicle.

Josue Gamez, 20, and Erasmo Moreno, 
36, residents of San Juan, were arrested 
Friday after Kleberg County Sherriff ’s 
deputies uncovered six firearms and 
small amounts of cocaine inside the vehi-
cle the men traveled in. 

Kleberg County Sheriff Richard Kirk-
patrick said the two men were traveling 

southbound on U.S. Highway 77 at about 
5:30 p.m. when they were stopped for a 
traffic violation.

The two men gave conflicting stories to 
the KCSO officer about their destination, 
which raised suspicion, Kirkpatrick said.

The driver of the vehicle, Moreno, gave 
consent to search the vehicle, and sheriff ’s 
deputies located small bags of cocaine 
during the search.

“Once the officers got to the trunk 
area, and they looked in a bag inside of 
the trunk, that’s when they discovered the 

See Smuggling, Page 5A

A downburst of straight line winds last Thursday evening damaged property and knocked out power throughout Kingsville. 
Wind speed was measured at 80 to 90 mph during the peak of the storm. (Photo by Anthony Ruiz)
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Maggie Salinas (right) tells her volunteers what items to put in each supply bag as they sepa-
rate the items they received in bulk. (Photo by Frank Cardenas)
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